- Tet ynuBnén? Trl Tpenemelns? [1a, ST HEXKUTD, a TakKxKe BaMnup! - cka3ana KapMeH, yXMBISSCh.

- Ho, npexpe Bcero, ... XM-M-M... yragau!

- XMm?

- Yrapau! Yragau k1o s1! - cka3ana KapmeH.

ApBen BHIIIIEII U3 OLICIIEHEHU.

- ¢ He ©MeI0 HM MaJIeHIero MOHATUS...

KapmeH B3moxHysa. ApBes JeiCTBUTEIbHO He JOCTaBU YIOBOILCTBUS. BO3MOXKHO, OHa Beja cebst
CNMIIKOM HexXapakTepHo. KoHe4Ho, mociie Toro, Kak AeByIlKa IIPeBpaTUiach B HEUTO MOJ00HOE, BENb
cTaja HaMHOro 60jlee 3MOLMOHAFHOM, B TO BpEMS KaK caMa IIpU3Haja, 9YT0 PaHblIe ObIa OTYACTH
IYLUIHON ¥ OPUEeHTHPOBAHHOM HA HONT... UTO X, 9TO He Oblla BUHA ApBesa.

He momorio u To, 4TO el XOTEI0Ch XUXUKATh CeMYac, KOrga MOMEHT UCTHHEI ObL1 OJIM30K.

- OtnuyHo. YTo X, Torfa He 3abbiBali AyMaTh 0 cebe, IOTOMY YTO 51 He KTO MHOM, Kak... - KapmeHn
chenana nay3sy g addekra.

- Kapmen!

E€ rosoc GBICTPO IIPOILIENICS IO JieCy, HO He paHbllle, YeM OTIIYTHYJT HECKOIbKUX IITHUI], CUAEBIINX Ha
OnmuKaWIIMX BeTBAX. ApBes HeJOBEPYMBO CMOTPEII Ha He€, M Ha MTHOBeHMe KapMeH mopmymara, 4To
pa3ob1ayeHre 3aKOHYUTCS TaKUM CKYYHBIM 00Pa30M.

Opnako 60ru He ocTaBUIM €€. JInio ApBesia I3MEHHUIIOCh, MaJIeHbKUMU IIIaraMiy pa3 3a pa3oM, IoKa
€ro rjla3Hble 10JI0KK He CTa/Iu BBIJIe3aTh U3 TJIA3HUIL.

- Tol youBnén? Tol Tpenemiemrs? Bpiochk 00 3aKiajl, Thl HUKOT'Ia 3TOTO He 0XKUOAJH, HO, K COXKaJIeHHIO,
s BEPHYJICh, - XuxukHyna Kapmen. - Tak? I 3actan Te0s BpacImox?

JlagHo, oHa OBIJIA CIMIIKOM BHe3amHou. He OBIJI0 JOCTATOYHOM MMOATOTOBKY, IIOTOMY YTO PEAKIIUS
Apgerna OblyTa HE TaK UHTEPECHA, KaK OHa JyMajia. BMecTo 9TOro riasa CBsIIeHHUKA [TOKPACHEeNH, U
13 YTOJIKOB €r0 I'JIa3 YIajio HEeCKOJIBKO Kallellb, IOTEKIIKX 110 HOCY U IIeKaM.

- O... - JlagHo, cné3 KapMeH He oXuiana.

- JTO meuCcTBUTENLHO TH, KapMeH? - cka3an ApBen 3agbplXalomuMcs romocoM. Ho BCKOpe OH mokavan



TOJIOBOH, BEITHPAMA CJIE3BI, XU OTCTYIIUII Ha IIal', CHOBad HACTOPOXKHUBIINCH.

- HeT, moronu, KTo TH Ha caMoM fejie? [loueMy Tl IpUTBOpsAelnbca KapmeH?

- 4 mesicTBuTensHo KapMmeH, - cka3ana KapmeH, 6eCTIOMOIIHO MTOXKUMast miaedaMu. Huuero He
miaHupoBasiock. OHa OBUIA CIIMIIKOM ONTUMUCTHYHA. - Kak MHe ybenuts Te64? O, 51 3HaIO...

KapMmeH npoTsiHya PyKy 4, BOIPEKU BCeMY, YTO OHa OblJla HEKUTHIO, CO3ajia 1Iap CBITOM MaHHI.

- [Ouuenue].

9T0 GBIIIO TO, UTO ApPBET SICHO 3HAJI, YTO 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO IS TF000M HEXKUTH, BIJIOTH IO BCTPEYH C
Opnorom. OgHako KapMeH siBHO He GblZla MOHCTPOM, IT0 KpailiHe# Mepe, OHA Tak JyMara.

- Tax... Thl TAaKOU XKe TUI HexXuUTH, Kak Opsor? [IpocTo ryMaHOUL U MOXKET TOBOPHUTH, a...
HEYOUBUTEJILHO, YTO BHI IIPOCTO OKA3aJIUCh TYT.

Vpk. JIamHO, OHa IEeNCTBUTEIHHO HEJOOIEHNUIA CI0XKHOCTh. ®rep u IHH yOenuTh OBIII0 HAMHOTO
jlerde, HO ApBeJi, HAIIPOTUB, OKa3aJICA HeUCTBUTENIbHO KPEIIKUM OPELIKOM.

KapMmeHn 3akoHYMIa 3aKIMHaHNeE, TIO3BOJIUB OCTATKY CBSAIIEHHOTO CBETa IOTacHyTh. - Hy uTo XK. 4
KapmeH, maxe ecnu Thl CKaXKelllb, YTO HeT. MiTak, 4To MHe [enaTh, YTOOBl JOKa3aTh CBOIO
npaBOuBOCTL? - OHa OGpocuia ¢daken Apseny.

[TomusiB 0Opa3HLIA Gaken, ApBes, Ka3aloch, ClieTKa 0ciaabui OmuTenbHOCTh. [OMXKHO OBITh,
UCKpeHHOCTh KapMeH mposiBunack. HemMHOr0 06yMaB BapuaHTH, OH KUBHYII €l.

- CKaxu MHe 4TO-HUOyOb, 4TO MOT Ol 3HATh TOJIBKO KapMeH.

KapMeH 4yTh He 3aCTOHasIa. ITO ObIJI0 KMEHHO TO MCIEITAHHE, KOTOPOr0 OHA MEITalach u30exaTh,
TIOCKOJIbKY €M He HPaBUJIOCh OBITh Ha MEeCTe M 3aCTaBIIATh BHIOMPATH CIydYaiHble COOLITHS U3 MOPS
BOCroMuHaHu#. Ho pa3 yx [OIIIO0 0O 9TOro, OHA Cephe3HO 3aAyMasiach Hafl BOIIPOCOM.

HakoHel, oHa HaIllJla OTBET.

- Tol xpaHuts cBou cbepexkeHus B ceride 3a U3TOJIOBEEM KPOBATHU. — ITOTO JOJIKHO OBITh
OOCTAaTOYHO, IpaBaa’?

I'maza ApBena paCImupuiinCh, HO 3aTe€M OH IIOKa4dall TOJI0BOM.

- Hert, He ato. 00 s3ToM 3Hana u ®nep. He 3Hat, Kak Tebe ynanoch e€ 04apoBaTh, HO THl MOT



3aCTaBUTh paccKa3aTh. EIé ofHa IOMBITKA.

- [leucTBUTENBbHO? - IPOBOPYaa KapmeH.

- Torpga... ax-xa. OmHa>KObl THI B30pBaJl KPeCT CTapPHKa, IIBITasACh U3BJI€Yb M3 HEIr'0 CBATYIO MaHY, a
3aTeM BO3JIOXKHUIJI BUHY Ha Llesapﬂ. JTOT0 MOCTAaTOYHO?

ApBen nokayars rojioBOK.

- CDnep TOXK€ 3TO 3HaAJIa.

- Tl cepbe3no? Trl ckazan ®rep Koe-uTo, Yero JOCTaTOYHO, UTOOH Te0S OTIPABUIM Ha 3aCTaBy?
Yo... xoporo. 4 oTpyOun Tebe Mu3uHel, u Tebe IOUTH HE yAAIOCh €T0 BOCCTAHOBUTE. - OHA
BHUMATEJIbHO CJIefiiyIa 3a JUIoM ApBea.

OpHako, He CUMTasl TPUMAcHl U3 BOCIIOMUHAHUM, OH CHOBA ITOKayaJ I'0JIOBOM.

- EcTh nu t-ITO-HI/Iﬁ}fJ:[b, YTO ThI HE TOBOPHUII (DJ'Iep? - KapMeH BTAHYJIa BO3OYX, IIBITAACh BCIIOMHUTE.
Bemen momxHO OBITD MHOTO, HO, KOIrla OHa IIOIIbEITaJIaCh BCIIOMHHUTDH CJ'Iy‘-I&fIHOG CO6I:>ITI/Ie, OHO
IIPOOOIIZKaJIO YCKOJIb3aTh OT Hee.

Bopyr oHa Koe-4TO IOHAJA.

- TTomoxkpu, TH Ke MeHsI oOMaHbIBaelllb, He Tak JTu? TpeThe - 3TO TO, UTO Thl CKaxels dep, moTomy
YTO 3TO 3a0aBHO, HO IIEPBOE - CIIy4YaiHOe, eC/Iy TOJIbKO Thl HE YMPEIIb UJIA YTO-TO B 3TOM pofne. Ho
BTOPOE - 3TO TOYHO HE TO, YTO Thl pacCKa3blBaelllb, YYUTHIBAS, UYTO 3aCTaBUJI MEHS PyTraThCH.
CBojioun!

KapmeHn ctucHyna 3y0bl, KOTa ITOHsIA, YTO €€ pa3birpanu. YeM OoJibille OHa TOBOPHIIa, TeM OoJiee
cepbe3Hoe IOKepHoe JIHII0 ApBesa IIPeBpallaaoch B KICKPHUBIIEHHOE, KOTOPOEe U30 BCEX CHJI CTAPasioCh
HEe PacxoxoTaThCs. M oT mocnemHero ocKopOieHus, KOTOpPOe OHa CKa3aja, IIJIOTHHA HaKOHeI]
IIpopBaiach, Korga ApBell 3alIPOKUHYII TOJIOBY, YKa3asl Ha KapMeH u 3acMestyics.

- Ax THI yOMmI0OK. ITO OBIJIO HE 0YEHDb XOPOIIIO!

- Y tebe ObIIO OYEHD IPUATHO yOUBUTH MeHs? [1d-¢... Xxa-xa-xa! - ckasan ApBes, cMesiCh, IepKach 3a
JKWBOT U XPHUIIS.

- f mpocTo... moctaBu... Tebs Ha MecTo... 1dh-O...

KapmeHn 3akaTuia rina3a. OHa MMOMAOIIIa ¥ YOapuiia ero HOroM B JKMBOT, OTOPOCUB CBSIIIIEHHWKA Ha3al



Ha JIECHYIO IIOOCTHUJIKY, HO BCE, 4TO cHeJasia AJEBYIIKaA, 3TO IIO3BOJINJIA EMY KAaTaThCA U CMEATECA TaK
XK€ CUJIbHO, KdK U paHbIlle, eCJIh He elIll€ CUJIbHEE.

- Xa-xa-xa-xa! M... mOCMOTPH Ha... THL... 9YTO C 9TOH... BHEIIHOCTBIO? XU-XU-Xa-Xa-Xa-Xxa... Xa-a-a...! Ou,
MOM XKHUBOT. ITO GOILHO!

KapMeH cHOBa IIHyJIa €ro.

- YMmpu ot Gonu.

- Xa-xa-xa-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a-a.

Bort u Bc€. OHa nomnbiTanack 00MaHyTh ApBesa, HO BMECTO 3TOT0 e€ oOMaHynu. Tak ObIIO BCcerfa.
[Topa GBLIO TOIOXKUTE KOHEIl pyk0e ¢ ApBenoM. OH OBUT CIMIIKOM YMEH IJIs1 CBOEro e Orara.
[leBy1Ka IIHyJa €ro B IOCJIeNHUY pas3.

- OH, BcTaBay. TwI MadyKaeIlb CBOX MAaHTHIO.

Korpga on He cnyman, KapMeH MOTSHYIach ¥ IOOHSIA €T0 Ha HOTH, TIPeXe YeM TPSICTH B3aj U
BIIepe[, T0Ka HaKOHEIl He UCYe3JTH MTPePHIBUCTHIE 3BYKU cMexa. OHAKO CJIe3hl BCE elllé TEKIIH 110
yTolKaM I'1a3 ApBesia, a ero rpymab IpofoKasa ObICTPO B3ARIMATHCS.

Ho, o kpaiiHe#t Mepe, oH G0JIbIlle HE CMesICS Tak MPOTUBHO. OHA B3[IOXHYTIA C 00JIErYeHUEM.

Korga Apsen, HakoHell, iputiien B ce6si, KapMeH oTmycTusna ero, 1 0H HEMHOT'O TIOKaYHYJICS Ha
HOTax, UCTOIeHHbIN IpUIIagKoM cMexa. Korga eMy yoanoch yaepxaTbCsl Ha MeCcTe, OH IIOCMOTpPeNT Ha
KapwmeH, Ha ero nuiie O6vl71a CMECh CEPhE3HOCTU U BECETIBS.

- Yto cnyuunocs? Kak THI CcTajl Tak BHIIJIAAeTh? Pa3Be TBOA KOMaH[a He Ijla IPOTUB BaMIIUPOB?

Bort og, Bompoc. Urpa 3akonuunacsk. KapMeH KuBHYyIIA.

- Ia, 3T0 ObIO TaK. [IpAaKTUYECKM BCE, UTO THI CIIBIIIAIN OT BRIXKUBIINX, ObIJIO TPaBHOO#. MbI ObIIH
pa30uTH. MHOTHME U3 HaC IMOMAaH B IJIEH, HO S AyMalo, YTO ObIT € TUHCTBEHHBIM, KOT'0 CXBaTHIIH
JKUABLIM.

- [TocToM, 4TO THI MMeeIb B BUAY B IJIeHY XKUBBIM? Kak MOXKHO [TOMMaTh MEPTBOT0? - CIIPOCHUIL
Apgern. - Iloka He...

- IIpaBumneHO. - YecTHO roBops, KapMeH Bcerfa ¢ mogo3peHrueM OTHOCUTIACh K YTBEPKAEHUAM
BukTopuu 0 TOM, UTO €€ MONYMHEHHbIE KUBHL... HO TOJIbKO B HEKOTOPHIX OTHOIIEeHUsX. OHa Oblna



HACTOJILKO HEeOIpeMeIeHHOH, YTOo, OTIIAAbIBasCh Ha3aMl, KapMeH He MOrJia BOCIPHHAMATh MaTh
BCEPHE3.

TonbKO 1ocIe TOro, Kak OHa I0-HaCTOSIIeMy IpoBefia BpeMs ¢ Karpucc, geBylika HaKOHeI]
COTJIacUjach C TeM, YTO BUKTOPUS, BEPOSITHO, ©MeJla B BUY, YTO BCe OBIITM XKUBHI UJIH, CKOpPee, He
MepTBE. OHM CTATU HEXKUTHIO, KUBEIMU «HEYHUCTHIMU» 110 CTAaHIAPTAM HEXUTH B AMapaHTUH-[TOWHT.

s KapMeH 3Toro GbIJIO IOCTAaTOYHO ceifvac, TOCKOIbKY, 10 KpailHel Mepe, OHa ellle pa3
BCTPETUTCS C JIIOAbMHU, KOTOPBEIX CUKMTajla MEPTBEIMHU - HY, YILIEIINMH, IIOCKOIBKY OHU OBIJTA MEPTBHI,
moka BukTopus He moOpajack IO HUX.

Pa3Be 3T0 He 3a6aBHO? Bo3MOkHO, B OyAyIlleM OHa CTAHET XPaMOBHUKOM-HEXKHUTHIO, BO3TJIABISIOIIAM
apMUIO CONMAT-HEXKUTH, PpaHee IIPUHAIeKaBIINX K IePKBHU. ITO OBIIIO JOBOJIBHO MPAYHO.

- UTak, BCe OCTalbHEIE yYMePJIK U CTaJld HE2KUTHIO, HO...

KapMeH mmokKauasa rojIoBOi, IpephiBasi ero.

- He Bce. BeposiTHO, TOTBKO HEKOTOPBIE M3 BBHICIIMX YHUHOB... KAIUTAHEl 1 KOMAHOUPHI, KOTOPHIX
BukTopus cuntana 61u3KMMH MHE. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, il He CTOMJIO ObI BOCKPEIIaTh BCeX 9THUX
PSIIOBBIX COJIAAT.

- Ax. 9t0 TaK? - ATMochepa BHE3AMMHO CTajla TPE3BOH, Korma ApBes 3aKphUT I'la3a, Ka3aloCh, CHOBa
BO3HOCST MOJIUTBHI JIIOMSIM, KOTOPHIX OHY IIOTEPSIIA B TOM BOKHE.

- Tak uTO ¢ TOGOM cnyuusnocs? [Tonaraio, Buktopus BaMnup? ThL... KaXKeIbcs el 61IM3KO0M.

- OHa Mos1 MaTh. - KapMeH mozkasa nimeyaMu. B0 ecTeCTBEHHO, 4YTO OHa 67u3Ka ¢ BukTopuei...
yépT Bo3bMuU. Ho omsiTh ke, BuKTOpUS Ha caMoM fiesie He o0uerna eé 3apaHee.

- [Ta... Temepb OHa MOsI MaTh. FiMeHHO BUKTOpUS ITpeBpaTUiIa MEHS B BaMIIKpa.

OHa cpenana 1may3y, IpoBepsisi, He BUAUT JIM BUKTOPUS €€ POIOCIIOBHYI0, HO HUYET0 He
IIOYyBCTBOBAJIa, II09TOMY IIPOMAOJIKUIIA.

- BuguMo, MOXKHO BpeMEeHHO ITPOTUBOCTOSITh BaMIIUPU(PHUKAIIUHU, HO CIIeICTBHE - CMEPTh. B mpoiecce
TIpeBpallleHus B BaMIIKPa S CONMPOTUBJISIACH ITPEBPAIEHUI0 U YMepIia. 3aTeM MeHs, BEPOSITHO,
OTIIPABHUJIM Ha Clly4aiiHoe KiaaOuille, 4TOOB BOCKPECUTD, ¥ TakK g oKa3ascs psgoMm ¢ ®nep, a
OCTaJIbHYIO YaCTh UCTOPUM TH 3HAEIIh. S 3BONIOLMOHUPOBa B AMapaHTUH-IIONHT, U Teleph 3[ecCk.

[Tocne atoro ApBen HHUYero He CKa3all. BepOﬂTHO, OH IIepeBapuBall BCE, YTO TOJILKO 4YTO Y3Hall.
BmecTo TOTO, YTOORI B3STh B JIAAOHBL 3TOT KPHUCTAJIJI 3alllUTHHIX Yap, CBALIEHHUK TeIlePhb Urpall C



MaJIeHbKOH HeHTanaMMOfI, HOJI6paCI:>IBa${ eé u JIOBs1, Bpalllasi BOKPYT CBOUX IIaJIBIIEB.

Yepes3 HEKOTOPOEe BpeMsI OH IOMMas MaJeHbKyI0 0e3[0eNyIIKy, CXKUMasi e€.

- Tax... Ha 4bel TH CTOPOHE cenyac?

Kapmen ynbeiOHYTach, faxke HEMHOTO paccMesinach. ATo ObIJIO II0X0xKe Ha ApBera - BCE 00QyMaTh,
ITPOITYCTUB HECKOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB, KOTOPHIE 3aiaBajio Okl GONBITMHCTBO TI0EH, TOCKOIBKY OH yKe MOT
IPeIBUOETh OTBETHI.

W B cTaHmapTHON MaHepe ApBesa OH cpa3ly Iepelren K fneny. KapMeH B3rnsHyna Ha He6o, yxKe
IPUIyMaB CBOW OTBET, HO HE 3HAsl, KaK €T0 BEIPA3HUTh.

HekoTopeie Bely ObIIM MPOCTO TPYIHBIME, 0COOEHHO KOTr'/Ia ejio KacaaoCh JOBOJIBHO aOCTPAKTHEIX
Bellle, TaKMX KaK 4yBCTBa. Takxe OBIIIO TO, UYTO OHA BCTajla Ha YbI0-TO CTOPOHY, Yero KapmeH Ha
caMoM fene He xoTesna. OgHAKO OeBYITKa TaKXkKe 3HaJla, YTO eC/IM He BCTajla Ha YbIO-TO CTOPOHY
ceiidac, To B OymyiieM BeIOOpP OyfeT cruenaH 3a Hee.

- Mos CTOPOHA... HE YeJIOBe4YeCKas.

ApBern He IPOSIBUJI HUKAKOTO YOUBJIEHUS 110 TIOBOAY €€ OTBETA, HO BCE XKe 3ajiajl BOIIPOC, KOTOPOI0
oxupnana Kapmes.

- Tol mericTBUTENBHO Kapmen?

B oTnmuune ot mpouwtoro, Kapmel 3Hana, 4To Ha 3TOT pa3 ApBes OB YepTOBCKY cepbe3eH. OH
GorbIlle He UTpaJ, fenas BU[, YTO He 3HaeT, KTO OHa. KapMeH mokayasa rojoBO.

- Het. Kapmen meptB. {1 Kamumnna, OBIBIINE XPaMOBHUK, HEXKUTH U, IPEXKIE BCETO, BAMITHP.
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