«W moyeMy BCE TakK BHIIIIO?..»

MozxeT, He CTOMJIO eCTh TOT CTeUK? Ho 9T0 OblT Hen30eKHEIN BEIOOP. Eciu OBl IPUIIIIOCH BEIOMPATH
MEK[y CHIPBIM MSICOM U CTEMKOM, pa3Be OOJIBIIMHCTBO He BEIOpaso Ol cTedK? KoHeuHOo, HacTosImas
3Mesi BhIOpasia Okl ChIpoe MsCo. f ToxkKe 3Mes, HO, ITOCIyIIaB yUEHOT0, Hadyal COMHeBaThCs. B miobom
CIydae, XOTh BHEIITHE s ¥ 3Mesi, BHYTPH 5 YejoBeK. Pa3Huila Hen30exkHa. MaH HECKOJIBKO THeH
IIPUCTaIbHO Ha0Mona 3a MHOM, a Telleph U BOBCE CMOTPEJI C HEJOBEPUEM, CJIOBHO cIpammBasi: «4To
TBI 3AMBIIIISEIIH?».

HNmenno Taxk... Celiuac 3a MHOM ciegsT!

4 cBepHYyJICA KalaYMKOM Ha CBOEM KOPOHHOM MeCTe — Ha COJTHEYHOM ITOOKOHHUKe. COTHEeYHEIe
JIy4u, IPOHUKAIOIIKE Yepe3 OKHO, TOJIXKHEI ObITIN CJIEIUTH I'jla3a, HO BMECTO 9TOTO Y MeHd ropena
CIuHA. ITO IMOTOMY, YTO C3aau Ha MeHs OypaBu B3risgoM MaH, B rma3aXx KOTOPOTO YMTAI0Ch
TBEPHOE HaMePeHUEe PACKPHITh MO0 UCTHHHYIO CYIITHOCTE.

V3-3a 9TOr0 51 HEe MOT CIIaTh JHEM, KOTfIa [0IKeH OBbIJT HaclaXkaaThCst peMoToit. Hy... 4ecTHO
TOBOPs, Ha €Tro MecTe 51 OBl TOXKe COMHeBaJICs... 1 MHOTO iymMas 00 3TOM B IIOCJIeiHEE BpeMs, HO, TaK
U He Halfs 0TBETa, JaBHO cHascs. f momyMal, MOXKeT, U3-3a [lepeMeleHnsl B APYTol MUD S MOIY4UI
Kakou-To 6add, HO HUKAKO! CKPBLITOW CHUJIBI UK YETO-TO B 3TOM pPOJie Y MEHS He OBINIO, ¥ B YeJI0BEKa
s TOXKe He IIpeBpala’sics.

JleHb 3a [HEM 51 TPOBOAWII, HE CO3aBas MpoOieM, CTapasiCh MOBLICUTL YPOBEHDL CUMIIATUU 3epdenis u
o0ecrieuuTh cebe KOMGOPTHYIO KU3HbB, U [JIS 3TOT0 IIOCTOSHHO KPYTUJICS BO3JI€e HETO M CTPOUJII U3
ce0s1 MUTIAIIKY.

«X0351MH, YUMU €T0 yXKe...»

2KenaHue YKPHITHCS OT 3TOTO B3TJISAMA U IMOCHATh ObLIO HACTOJIBKO CUJIBHBIM, YTO ST MEJJIEHHO
nmoamnons K 3epdento. OH ycepAHO IpOCMaTPXBajl JOKYMEHTH U CTABUI IledaT. Buns, Kak oH
ycepmHo paboTaeT, s He XOTeJl eMy MelllaTh ¥ PEIInI TOTEePIeTh, HO 9TO AJIUIIOCh HEJOJIT0, U B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB 51 UCIIOJIb30Basl 3epdenis Kak IMUT. S CIyCTUIICS K ero KOJIeHSIM, CBepHYJICSA KaladYuKoM U
nér. ¢ 4yBCTBOBAJI, Kak 3a MHOU CJiefyeT B3risap 3epdenis, HO OH He TOJIbKO He IIPOTrHaJl MeHs, HO
naxe MoymoO0Hee YCTPOUIICS, YTOOL MHE ObIII0 KOMGOPTHO.

Ha ero kKojeHsix He OBIIIO COTHEYHOTO CBETa, HO OBIJIO YIOTHO ¥ XOPOIO. A TJIlaBHOE, CTOJI HaflEXKHO
3aKpHIBAJI MEHS OT TOT'O B3TJISIA.

OH 3Ha, Imo4eMy s UCKaJl YKPBITUSA. He OTPHBIBaAA B3rjidOgad OT JOKYMEHTOB, OH o6paTan;{ K I/IaHy:

— HaH. IlpekpaTu Ha HETO IMAIUTHCS.

— Ho, Bame BricouecTBo, Kak HU KPYTH, OH II0J03pUTENIEH. MOXKET, CTOUT OT HETro M36aBUTHCH. ..



— IIo cux IIOP B€Ob HUYEro He CIIy4uJIoCh.

— Bui cnmumkoMm Marku! Kak u ckasas y4€HBIM, 9Ta 3Mesl CTpaHHas1. Kakas 3Mesi eCT CTEUK U CIIHT,
3aKpHIB r'71a3a? A BOPYT OH IOf0C/aH, YTOOL HaBPEOUTh BaM...

YcmpiaB 3TO, OH OTJIOXKUI NOKYMEHTHI, KOTOpPhIe TpocMaTpuBai. OT B3rnsaa 3epdens Man Ha
MT'HOBEHHE B3[IPOTHYJ, HO He OTCTYIIUJI OT CBOUX CJIOB. £ BHICYHYJI TOJIOBY ¥ BHMMATEIbHO Haboman
3a CUTyallen.

— 4 npunéc ero u gaxe gan emy ums. [llyupeH He Takoi. Bornblie HU ClIOBa.

— ...IMeHHO MOTOMY, YTO BHI, OOBIYHO TaK He MOCTYIAIOINH, BefeTe ce0s TakK, 9TO U CTPaHHO. Br
YTO, DEeUCTBUTENIBHO OYapOBaHbI?

— Bo3MoXKHO, U Tak.

WaH cka3asn 3To capKacTHYeCKUM TOHOM, HO 3epderns, Hao60poT, yIEIOHYICS U NOALTrpal eMy. Max
IIOCMOTpET Ha MeHs ellé 6oyiee CBUPEIBIM B3IJIII0M, HO, ITy0OKO B3[I0XHYB, CKa3a:

— 4 noHSI.

B utore Gensiit ¢ar nogHsan Maw.

«O1nuyHOo! Mou TpyAbl He MPOLIA AAPOM».

Ckonbko Obl MaH HU cUMTAJl MEHS CTPAaHHBIM, NOKa34dTEJIbCTB Y HETr'O He OBLIIO. Ila 1 KaK apyrue
MOTJIX Y3HATh TO, 9ETO 4 U CaM O cebe He 3HAJI. 91 MBICJIEHHO HaIleBal IIeCeHKY, IIPUXKaBIINCh K €T0
TEeIlJIy XU HaCllaXXdasiCb MOMEHTOM.
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3epdens He To YTOOL He TOHUMAJ peakuuio Mana. OH ¥ caM He 3HAJI, T0YeMY TaK JOPOXKUT 3TOH
3Me€EN, HO YTO IOfiefiaTh, ECNIM OHA eMy ITOHpaBUilack. Eciu yX& pemumun B3ATh Ha cebs
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, TO XOTEJI HECTH €€ 10 KOHI[a. BO3MOKHO, 3TO OBIJIO YIIPSIMCTBO. A MOXKET, OH XOTeJl
IoKa3aTh caMoMy cebe, 4TO OTIM4aeTcs OT HUX. MlaH cTpaHHO IOCMOTpesl Ha 3epdenis, KOTOPHII
BOPYT YCMEXHYJICS, HO TOT He CTaJjl IPOAOJIXKATh Pa3r0BOP U CIIPOCHUII O JOKYMEHTax.

3epdens nocMmoTpen Ha lllynpeHa, KOTOPEI CKPOMHO CBEPHYJICS KalayMKOM y HEro Ha KOJIeHsX. B
otBeT LllyupeH ToXKe IMOTHSI TOJIOBY ¥ TOCMOTpen Ha 3epdensd. Cnerka CKJIOHUB I'0JIOBY HaOOK, ero
asnele, Kak pyOWHEI, T7la3a CMOTPENH MPSIMO Ha Hero. Korma oH MPOTSHYI PYKY, YTOOH! ITOTIagUTh, TOT
caM IOTEPCS MOPHOK O ero PyKy.



«MoxerT, g BITIOOMJICST UMEHHO B 9TH I'Jla3a, KOTOPBEIE CMOTPAT Ha MEHS TaK IIPAMO».

)%k

«ITouemy! Kak THI MOT TaK CO MHOU IIOCTYIIUTH?»

— IIpocTtu. {1 He Mory B3Thb TeOs C CO0OIA.

4 nocmotpen Ha 3epdens B3TISAA0M, IOJTHEM 00BUHEHUS B IpefaTenbCcTBe. OH 0OCTOPOKHO MOTJIaful
MEHS 110 T'0JI0Be 0OJBIIKUM MasnblieM. EMy, BUguMO, u camoMy ObUIO He 10 cebe, TOTOMY YTO OH
Me[JIuJI, He pellasich yiuTu. MaH IOTOPOIIUII €ro.

— Baite BricouecTBO, HaM HYXKHO CIIEIINUTh.

— Ha. UlyupeH, XKOu MeH4.

WmenHo Tak. OH OBbIT HACeOHBIM IIPUHIIEM, U y HeTo Oblsla Topa [esl, CPeau KOTOPHIX ObIITH U
COBelIaHus. ITO OBITIO COBEIaHKe C LeHTPAIbHOM apUCTOKPAaTHeH, U OH COOMPAJICS OCTaBUTh MEHS
3mech. Bce MoM yCHIHS IO TIOBBHIIIIEHUIO YPOBHSI CHMIIATHY TIOIIJIM TPAXOM — OH 6pocas MeHs u
YXO[UII Ha COBeIaHue. & 3afpoka OT YyBCTBA IIPEATeNIbCTRA.

Cyns o crnoBaM MaHa, 9T0 OBLIIO €ro epBoe COBellaHue C IeHTPaIbHOM apucTokpatuei. U oH
CKa3aJl, 4YTO HYKHO TBEPO IOCTaBUTh cebs. Ero cioBa BhI3BaIM Y MeHs BOIPOCHL. Pa3Be HacnemHbIH
IPUHI He Oynymuil uMiepaTop? S OB YOUBIIEH HE TOJIBKO TEM, UTO 3TO €T0 IIepPBOe COBEIIaHue C
apuCTOKpaTaMu, HO U TeM, UTO eMy HYKHO ObLJIO CTaBUTL ce0si mepeq HUMHU.

«Hy, x034uH cam pa30epeTcs, Kak eMy IOCTYIUThH».

OH mpuKa3zaj CTOSIBIIEMY PSIOM CIyTre MPUCMOTPETh 3a MHOM U, TIOBEPHYBIUINCH KO MHE CIIUHOM,
ymén. OCcTaBUIMCh OfIMH, S B PACTEPSHHOCTH CMOTpeI eMy Bciefi. Ciiyra, KOTOpHIH 11pu 3epdere
CTOSIJT HAaIPSI2KEHHO, KaK TOJIbKO TOT UCYe3, C 00yierdieHreM B3[MOXHYI. A 3aTeM Hadasl BOpYaTh YTO-
TO Bpofe: «M moyeMy s HOJIKEH OXPaHSITh 3Ty 3MEI0».

O6upno. Tak obunHo. [Tocre yxoma 3epdens MeHs MOJIOKUIIKA Ha OXYIIKY X 00pallanuch Kak co
CBSIILIEHHOM peNnuKBUel. MHe HaloesI0 MPOCTO JIeXKaTh, ¥ OT CKYKH ST Hayall KaTaThCs 110 MOAYLIKE U
MaxaTh XBOCTOM, HO CJIyTa faxe rjia3oM He MOPrHyi. HeT... oH cKopee CMOTpes Ha MeHs KakK Ha 4YTo-
TO CTPAHHOE.

«BBiT 6B X0351MH, OH OBl CIIPOCUII, He CKYYHO JIX MHE, ¥ TIOUTpat OkHL...»

4 xpan, korga BepHETCS 3epdens. He 3Ha10, CKOJIBKO IIPOIIIO BPEMEHHU, HO 5 IOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO
CHapyXu Kakas-To cyeta. [llaru 6511 HETPOMKHUMH, HO GBITIO CIIBILITHO, KAK HECKOJIBKO YeJI0BEeK



CYETJIMNBO OBUTAIOTCH, OTKPEIBAA W 3aKPEIBAA OBEPH. KTo0-TO THXO IIOCTy4Yall B ABEPDb KabuHeTa, HO, He
IIOJIY4HB OTBE€Ta, CO CKPHUIIOM OCTOPOZXKHO BOIIIET.

Bormenmuii ciiyra ¥ TOT, UTO CTOSIJI PSIAOM CO MHOM, KaXKeTcsl, OBl 3HAKOMEI U YIUBUIIACH, YBUIEB
BpyT gpyra.

— TrI 9TO 3mech menaeb? M BooOIIe, Kak TH IIOCMEJI BOWTH 0e3 pa3pelieHus, KUTh HaloeJo?

— ITO THI YTO 37€Ch... HET, He 3TO r1IaBHOe. Celfyac Bce HOCSATCS, MOTOMY 4YTO puHI] npoman!! E€
BennuecTtBo Mnepatpuiia B 00Mopoke. Ero BenndecTBo mpuKasai BCEM UCKaTh €ro BO ABOpIie. BoT
MEL 4 uineM. Pansie yeM ot Ero BeicouecTBa, 1 0T Ero Bennyectsa moMmpy! ThI TOXe UILIH.

JIuno ciyru oKkaMeHeo, a Ha JI0y BEICTYNIUIIU KalleJIbKU [10Ta. BhUIo BUHO, YTO OH yKe o0eras BCE B
TIOMCKAX MTPUHIIA. YCIIBIIIAB 3TO, CIyra, CTOSIBIINIM PSIOM CO MHOM, TOXKe 3aCThIJI, HO, B3T/ISIHYB Ha
MeH$, 00eCIIOKOEHHO CKa3all:

— Ho... 3med...

— la KyHa 3Ta 3Med OeHEeTCH, BCE PAaBHO OCTAHETCA B KaOuHeTe.

CTosIBIIMY PSAIOM CO MHOM CITyTa IIOMEAJIUII, HO B UTOTe COpPBAJICS C MecTa u 1mobexkas UCKaTh
npuHIila. YecTHO TOBOPS, MHe OBIJIO BCE PaBHO, €CTh CJIyTra UK HET.

«IIpuHll — 9T0 ero 6pat, uto nu? Hy, B 3TOM HET HUYETr0 CTPAaHHOTO».

B TOT MOMEHT $I, KOHEYHO XKe, IToAyMaJl, YTO 3TO POJHOM OpaT 3epdens.

MHe Hagoes0 HeJIOBKO CUIIeTh Ha MOAYIIKE, ¥, Pa3 HUKOTO He OBIIO0, ST PELIU HEMHOT'O TPOTYISThCS.
C Tex mop Kak MeHs nmomoOpan 3epdernsb, s1 ObIBaa TOIHKO B €r0 KOMHATE, CTOJIOBOM MUIIM BCErfa B
KaOuHeTe. CKOIBKO HU CTapatcs pagy IMOBHIIIEHUS CUMIIaTUH, HO [JIS 3[0POBbS HY2KHO [BIIIAThH
CBEXKMM BO3yXoM. YeCTHO roBOpS, s 3aTaus o0uay Ha 3epdesst 3a T, YTO OH OCTABUII MEHS, U
PELIu 3TO B IIOPLIBE THEBA.

«T1¢p-¢. Nymaers, s OT HeUero fgefaTh 3a To0OM Tackaioch? BOT MOYyBCTBYH, KakK MeHs He XBaTaeT!»

Pa3 yx 3epdens yIIén, To u s MOTY YUTH, He Tak Mu? M MHe HYKHO OBITIO U3YYUTh OKPECTHOCTH
MO€ETr0 HOBOTO [lOMa.

[puHSB pelleHue, s IOCMOTPENT Ha OKHO. XM... TTony4uTcs mu? Ha camoM mesne, MeHs BCceraa
nepeHocun 3epdernb, U 51 HU pa3y He mepedupascs caM. 4 Ha T71a3 CPaBHUII AJIUHY CBOETO Tejla U
paccrostHue. PaccTosiHue MeXIy CTONIOM ¥ OKHOM ObIJI0 TPUMEPHO B TPU pa3a OOoJIbIlle JIUHEI MOETO
Tena. K cyacThio, HA MOJIIYTH CTOSIJI CTYJI, TAK YTO, €CJIU ITepebpaThCs Yepe3 Hero, MOTJI0



IMOJIYYHUTHCA. 4 Hayas rOTOBUTLCS, BHITSITUBAS U CBOpa4duBaid TeJIO, CJIOBHO ITepen CTapTOM. K
CYacCThIO, IIOIIBITKA OKa3ajlaCh YCHeUIHOfI, nd 6narononqu0 JIO6paJ'IC$I OO0 OKHa.

«OTtnmuuHO! A 5 BCE-Taku mompoc. He 3pst XOpo1Io e 1 crajnn», — ropauics st cobou. Kazamocs, emé
BYEpa MHe OBIJIO TSKEJI0 M0JI3aTh B 9TOM HEIPUBEIYHOM Tejie. OKHO OBIZIO OTKPHITO, U ST MOT
BBIOPATHCS HAPYKy. '0BOPSIT, MOCTIe TPYIHOCTEH HACTyIaeT CYacThe.

«W Kak MHe CIyCTUThCA?..»

Kak roBopuTCsi, ¥3 OTHS [a B ITOJIBIMS: 10 OKHA 5 Jo0Opasics, HO masblie Obla MponacTh. K cuacThio,
BHU3Y ObITM KyM0Oa 1 poia. « MHTepecHo, moyeMy 3UMOM Tak I[BETYT I[BETHI?» — MIOAYMaJl s, HO
KaKas pasHuta. f gaxe obpagoBasncs. OOBYHO B KHUTAX MHUIIYT, YTO POIIU CIIy2KAT aMOPTU3aTOPOM.
«Hy, HE yMpy Xke s1», — IogyMal 5 U MPHITHYIL.

Knym6a u poilja OTJIMYHO CITPABUIMCh C PONIBI0 aMOPTH3aTopa. Ho 9TO He 3HAYUT, UTO s COBCEM HE
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI yHapa.

MHe 3ax0TeJioCh iaTh NOUEUYNHY ceOe HelaBHEMY, TaKOMY TIYIIOMY.

«BbnuH, KakK xKe 605bHO!! ['0BOPST, AypakaM BE3€T... ¥ 5T OKaXKyCh B TAKON CHUTYyaIlUU».

Teno munano oT LapanuH, MOIyYEHHBIX IpU NafgeHud. Ho cBexXui BO3AyX U apOMaTHBIN 3amax
I[BETOB IIOJHANIA MHe HacTpoeHue. «Takoe U CIII0HOU 3aXKUBUTh MOXKHO», — IIOAYMaJl g ¥, pafysich
TOMY, YTO BHIOpAJICA HaPyKYy, IPOUTHOPUPOBA O0JIb U TIOMO0JI3 CKBO3b IIBETHL.

B TOT MOMEHT 51 COBEPIIIEHHO HE 3aMEeTH 30JI0THIE I'Ia3a, CJIe[OBaBIINe 3a MOUM [IBUXKeHUeM. U He
3HaJI, YTO C ITOTO HAUHETCS MOU TAXKEIHIHN NEeHb...
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