CrapuHa X311, KOTOPBIM B MMOACO3HAHUY YBUAET, UYTO 3TU [ABOE CHOBA IPOSBIISIOT CBOIO
IPUBSI3AHHOCTh OPYT K OPYTY, YK€ IIBITAJICS HHIPHYTH B TTyOWHEI, YTOOBI X He 3aMedaTh. OmHAKO
Bait 2Kait cHOBa BrI3BajI €ro. Tak 4TO OH He MOT HEMHOI'O He II0XKaJI0BaTbCS:

«Hy u BpeMs T BEIOpan!»

[TpUKpHIB TJTa3a OOHUM KPBIJIOM, CTapyiHa X391 B3MaXHYJ APYTUM, YTOOH ITocIaTh sHepruio bait ZKyro.
Ona Havasa TIaTelbHO PEMOHTUPOBATE €T0 TeJlO.

HOaus Cioub nienosan bau Kys, B To BpeMs KaK TOT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO COCTOSIHUE €0 Tena
TIOCTEIIeHHO yiy4iraeTcsi. MeHee 4eM 3a 5 MuHYT bait XKy# mo4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO €T0 TEJO OBIIO
TIOJTHOCTBHIO BOCCTAHOBIIEHO, @ CKphITas 60/1e3Hb UCYe3sna.

Bonbiie He 6ecrokosi cTapuHy X351, KOTOPHIM CHOBA HBIPHYJI B I'NTyOMHEI ofco3HaHus, ba XKyi
nocMmotpen Ha F0aup CIoHSI, KOTOPOTO paHbIIIe I1eJI0Bajl C 3aKPHITHIME TJla3daMu. OH 00IM3HYIT CBOU
ryOBI, UCIIBITHIBAS YIOBOJILCTBHUE B CBOEM Cep/lle, a 3aTeM 00HSI ero, Kak 6yaTo 6obllle He MOT
BEIHECTH Ha cebe ero B3rJIsf.

FOans Crosb OB BeCbMa BOOAyIIeBNeH 0TBeToM bail XKys u elrle cunbHee Haval feflaTh 3aCOCH Ha
ero mee. B 570 Bpems Baii 2Kyii BHe3allHO axHyJ eMy Ha yx0. Ero ronoc Obl1 HEMHOTO MATKUM, HO
IIPDY 3TOM ellle U CePOUTHIM:

«IOans Crons! Otnyctu! IToToponuce u oTnyctu MeHs! f mymar, 4To MOe COCTOsIHUE HEMHOTO
CTpaHHOE!»

KOann CioHb IIOTHSI TOJIOBY, UCIIBITEIBASI HEKOTOPEIE COMHEHHU . YBumes PyMsHED Ha ITEKaX Ban
XKyd, OH eiBa CMOT' CoepZKaTb CBUPEIIOTro 3BEPA B CBOEM TeJjie, KOTOprﬁ TOJILKO XOTeJI 37100HO CheCTh
9TOI'0 4eJIOBEKa, KOTOPOTro OH AepzKall Ha CBOUX PYKaX.

[ToCcKOIBKY OMHAXKOE OH y2Ke OblT ¢ Bait 2KyeM, X0Ts TO# HOUBIO OH ¥ 3aCTAaBUJI €I0 OTHAThCS CHUJIOH,
TIOJTyYeHHEIE OIIYIIEHUS BCe elre ObIIM IIyO0KO 3ameyaTieHkl B er0 CO3HAHUH.

HOaup CioHb He MOT He OBITh B3BOJIHOBAHHKEIM U BO30YXKIEHHHIM B 9TOT MOMeHT. OOHAKO OH Cpa3y ke
IIOyMaJl, YTO IMOCKOJIbKY Y UMIIepaTopa ecTh CKPHITas 00J1e3Hb, TO 0COO0T0 YIOBOILCTBUS TOT He
CMOXKeT TOoy4nuTh. [Iymas 06 aToM, FOanbs CioHb IIOYYBCTBOBAJI B CBOEM Cepfille HEMHOTO BUHHI.
OpHako BCKOpE OH IOHSJI, UTO YTO-TO He TaK C UX ABYMS PaCIION0KEHHBIMU PSAIOM TelaMHu.

OH HEBOJIBHO CJIeTKa II0BEPHYJI CBOE TEeJI0 U UHTYUTUBHO IOHSJI, YTO B Teie bau XKys 4To-TO
n3MeHUN0Ch. B rma3ax 0ans CioHS BCIBIXHYJIO yAUBIIEHNUE, a 3aTeM OH IIPOTAHYN PYKy. Ero rnasa
PacCIIupUIIKCh, ¥ OH IIOCMOTpeEN Ha ball XKys U cKa3ajl ¢ pagoCTHOU YIRIOKOM:

«MMrepaTop, MO UMIIepaTop. Thl, HAKOHEII-TO, OTPearupoBal Ha MeHs ! »

YcnpiaB atu cnoBa FOanb Crous, bay 2Kyii omyCcTUi roioBy u ocMoTpesn BHUS. Ero por
pacIIupHUIICS OT YAUBIEHUs. 3aTeM OH CMYILIeHHO 3aKPhUI JIUI0, KaK OyATO He 3Hasi, YTO [iefiaThb C
3TOM BHe3amnmHou peakien. YyBcTBys, uTo FOanbs CioHb He yOHpaeT CBOIO PYKY, OH OBICTPO yIapui
ero u ckasas: «[IoToponuce u OTIyCTU MeHs!»

Haub CioHb TOCMOTPEN Ha peakiuio bai XKys u MOHsI, 4TO TOT cTecHseTcss. OH 3acMesiyics U
KPemnKo ero o0HsI/I, CXBAaTUB Ha Pyku. [lepxka ba#t XKysi, OH moies B Te KOMHATHI, Te 00BIYHO
OT[IBbIXAJ:

«3JTO MEePBHIH pa3, KOTfa UMIIEPATOP UCIIBITANT 9TO?»



Bait XKyt ToTbKO 9TO MOABEPICS U3[eBaTENbCTBAM CO CTOPOHE F0aub CIOHS, Tak YTO OH CMOTPEI Ha
HETO CO CIIe3SMMMUCS I'a3aMu. OH 3aKyCUJT HUXKHIO T'y0y ¥ poOKO KUBHYII:

«B mpoIioM Takoro HUKOraa He Ovl0. Ho Temeps, Korga s ;ymMaio O TOM, YTO TeM YeJIOBEKOM ObIT
THI, TO 51 YYBCTBYIO CTPAHHOE OINyIleHHe B MoeM ceppte. M mossnsercs Takas npobimema. Tak aTo
HOPMAJIbHO [JIs1 MEHS?»

FOaup CroHB Ciylllas 3TH CJI0Ba U AyMall O TOM, YTO paHbllle UMIIepaTOp HUKOIfla He pearupoBas U He
oTBeuas Ha BCe, KOTa OH cTapasicd Bo30yOUTh ero u30 Bcex cuil. OOHaKO Teleph, KOTOa OH y3Hall,
YTO 3TUM 4YeJIOBEKOM OBIJI OH CaM, TO ero CKphiTasi 0071e3Hb, KOTOPOU OH CTpafiajl MHOTO JIeT,
u3nequnack 6e3 1ekapcTB. [JyMas 0 TOM, 4TO ero BO3/00JIEHHBIM pearupoBajl TOJIBKO Ha HETOo,
cepaue O0anr CroHS HANIOJHUIIOCH YAOBIEeTBOpeHUeM. OH IIPOTAHYI PYKY, KOCHYJICSA KOHYMKA HOCA
Bait XKys u TUX0 CKa3a:

«3TO0 BOBCE HE CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO! ITO Ha3kIBAETCS I0O0BBI0 U UMIIEPATOP PEATUPYET, IIOTOMY UTO S5
eMy HpaBiiock! IIpocTo mpu3Haics, YTO ThHI JIIOOUIITE MEeHSI, TOJILKO MeHs!»

T'oBopst 910, FOaub CioHBL B3BOJTHOBaHHO 00OHKUMan bait XKyst u oTuassHHO 1enoBan ero. OH 6e3
Kojie6aHuy cTAHY peMeHb bait XKys. ToT, B cBow0 ouepenb, cxBaTull KOanbs CIOHS 32 BOPOTHUK U
TSI2K€eJI0 ObIIIajl, HallOMUHAs 0 TOM, YTO CJIy4YUJIOCh B IIOCIIEOHUM Pa3:

«}Oaub CrooHb, fyMas ICHO. { xXe uMmnepartop!»

FOaub CioHb yNBIOHYIICS, YCABIIAB, 9YTO cKa3al bai 2Kyii. B ero ynbiOke MOXHO OBLIO YBULETH
o0yierueHye U HEBEPOSITHYIO PELIMMOCTE:

«4l 3Hato, g Bcerga 3Has, 4To Tl uMnepartop! Cenyac s coxkaser 0 TOM, YTO paHbllle He 3aMeTHJI,
YTO TBOPUTCA B Cepilie uMIiiepaTtopa. Bamie BenryecTBo, BB He 3amjIaTUIM L[EHY 3a YCIIYTU CKPBITOIO
IIaBUJIbOHA. BBl 3a0BIIM, UTO CKa3a/l, YTO CHejlaeTe BCe BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOH! YIOBIETBOPUTL MOU
TpeboBaHud. { He mydy! 1 TPoCcTO CKaxy UMIIepaTOpPy, YTO Harpaga, KOTOPYIO S XO4Uy - 9TO THI!»

HOaup CioHb CHOBa CKJIOHUJI T'OJIOBY IIOCJIE 3THX CJIOB, M CKOpee X 00HaXKeHHEBIE TeJla IepeIieTuch
Opyr ¢ apyroM. Heru3BeCcTHO, CKOJIBKO BpEMEHU IIPOILIO, IpeXe YeM U3 CIIaJIbHU pa3falics
oTueTnuBHIA CTOH. Baii 2Ky nexan B pykax FOanb CioHs U TS2KeJ0 [ObIIIal, ero I'jia3a Bce elle ObIIu
monHe cMmyileHus. FOanbs CioHb MOlIeI0Bajl BCIIOTEBIINEe BONOCH Bbait 2Kyst ¢ merkuM 6eCrokKonuCcTBOM
¥ MSATKO CKa3ajl eMy Ha yXO:

«Tebe ymoO6HO?»

Baii XKyii moBepHYyJI roJIOBY, IOKpacHen U Hu4uero He oTBeTus. [Ipasaa, FOaub CroHB yClesn yBUAETh
BCIIBIIIKY YNIBIOKM B €T0 T1a3ax. Ero nuio mpuobperno o6uKeHHEIN BUM U OH cKa3a: «Pa3Be
MMIIEPATOP HEeIOBOJIEH CITYKO00M 3TOM HalOXKHUIBI?»

Bait XKy ycrnbliian HacMellKy B 3Tux cioBax. OH ycTaBuscs Ha HOanws CroHS U cKa3at:
«O 4yeM Thl TOBOPUIIL?»

FOans CroHb MOCMOTpPEN Ha HegoyMmeBatornero bait XKys. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO B TaKKe MOMEHTEHI
uMIIepaTop OBIT 0COOEHHO MHUJIBIM, TaK YTO HE MOT HE YCMEXHYThCS:

«Pa3Be cli0Ba HalOXKHUIIE He BepHBEI? MiMIlepaTop, y Bac U y Balllel HaJIOXKHUIIH yKe Oblla
IIpOBefleHHasl HOub. Korga Bhl XKEHUTECh Ha CBOEY HAJIOXKHUIIE U CHejlaeTe ee UMIIepaTpuLien?»



Bait 2Ky ¢ripkaysn, urHopupys FOaubs CioHs, KOTOPHIM BEICMeNBaJl IPHABOPHEIE 00bIYAHN.

«ThI IeNCTBUTENHHO AyMaelllb, UYTO CTaTh UMIIepaTPHUIleX HacTOJIbKO JIeTKO. Bce GyfieT 3aBUCETH OT
TBOET0 [AJIbHEUIIEr0 BEICTYIIIEHUS».

HOans Crons, ycnbias ciioBa baut XKys, cpa3y xkKe Hadan feldcTBoBaTh. bau Ky 3aCTOHaI ¥ He MOT
He YMOJISTh ero o nolage:

«HOansw Croonn! He Hamo, s Ke TOIBKO ceryac... MBI XKe HelaBHO...0X!»

KOaub CioHb M3HAYAIbHO IIPOCTO X0TeJI HaKa3daTh CBOET'0 BEICOKOMEPHOTI'O BO3J'II06JI8HH01"0, OOHAKO OH
He 0KHupgajl, 4YTO TOT IIEPBEIM OTPEATrupyeT Ha HETO. Tak 4To OH CHOBa KPEIIKOo 00Hs1 ban }Ky'f{,
TA2KEeJIO ObIIlda, U CKa3aJl:

«39T0 Hexopoirno! MnepaTop, HaTOKHUIA NOJXKHA M03a60TUTHLCS O Bac!»

[Tocrne 3TOT0 OH MPOTJIOTUI BCE 3BYKH, KOTOPHIE BOT-BOT [JOJI2KHEI OBIIIM BRIUTH 130 pTa bait XKys.
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