Cy’X3 C TpeBOFOfI BO B3TJIdO€ IIPUKPEIJII ABEPL IOPTHI, OCTABJIAA 'OCIIOJMHA HaedWHE C BOXKIEM.

JIuap YKa04Kao MOCIEIIHO OMYCTUII Ha JIUI0 KpacHOe MTOKPhIBaIo, HallOMKHAas caMoMy cebe, 94To
celiyac OH — JIUIUb KPOTKas fesa JIuae Uyuy, efBa nepecTynuBIIas IOpor MyxHero fomMa. Coenas
ray0OKuY BOOX, OH HAMEPEHHO IIPUHSJ CaMblii CMUPEHHBIN BUL U IIPUCETT Ha Kpal J103Ka PSAIoM C
MYyKUYUHOMU.

OH He 3HAJ, Yero XkaaTh oT Cloiierespa, ¥ PEIIuia IPOCTO IJIBITh 110 TeYEHHIO.

— Yro MHe Temeps [enaTh? — MOCTIe HONTOr0 MOTYaHUs MEIJIEHHO 3ar0BOPUIT BOXOb. — Kak
moJIaraeTcst BeCTH cebsi B OpayHOM IIOKOe?

«Hy 4To 3a uenoBek! Kak MOXKHO CIipalliiBaTh O TAKOM IIpIMO u rpy60?!» Bynb Ha MecTe UYkaouxkao
HacTosIas AeBylIKa, OHa OBl HaBepHSIKa Cropesa Cco CThla OT Iofo0HOro 6eccTHACTBA. JIUHD
YKaoyKao MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK K JIUITY IIPUJIMBAET XkKap, HO 3acTaBuUI cebs COXPaHSITh CIIOKOUCTBUE.

— Ha ToM mopiHOCe 7TeXKUT 30J10TOM Ke371. [Ipoliry BOK/sS UCII0JIb30BATh €0, YTOOH MMOAHSATH MOE
TIOKPHIBAJIO.

Croiineresp TUX0 0TO3BAJICS U MOTSAHYJICS 3a KE3JI0M.

[TpocuTh MyKYKUHY OTKPBITH CBOE JIHIIO... Y3Ka04yKa0o YyBCTBOBaJ ce0s Tak, 6yaTO OH caM
HalpalluBaeTcs Ha 671M30CTh, BCEM CepAleM Xejas aToro 6paka. OH o 6omu 3akycun rydy, Medras
JIMIIL O TOM, YTOOH! 3eMJI pa3Bep3/ach U MOTJIOTHIIA €To.

«Yero aTOT mUKapb MeguT? BymeT oH mogHUMAaTh ero unu HeT?!» JInHb YKao4ykao B HETEPIIEHUN
C2KaJl KyJlaK¥, ¥ B TOT XK€ MUT TKaHb COCKOJIb3HYJIa C €r'0 TOJIOBHL.

— T'oBOopuY, 4TO TH — IepBas KpacaBulla CTOIULE], — rojoc Crouserespa OpOrHyJs, KOraa OH
B3TJISHYJI Ha CUASIIETO PSAAOM IOHOIIY.

YKaouykao B3APOTHYI. YyBCTBYS Ha cebe ero KIry4yuy B3TJISM, OH OIYCTUII TOJIOBY ellle HUXKe.

— BoK[b IpeBO3HOCUT MeHSI CBEPX MEPHL... f JUlllb... CKDOMHBIH IIBETOK. 3BaHUE MePBOii KpacaBUIIbI
BPSI ¥ TPUHAMJIEKUT MHE TI0 TIPaBy.

— Pa3Be ecTh B 3TOM MHPe KTO-TO IPeKpacHee Te0s1? — BIOrosoca cupocus Croineresp.

— HaBepHoe... ecTb, — YKaouxKao CJIbIIaN, KaK I'yJIKO CTY4UT B yIIax ero COOCTBEHHOE CEPHLIE.

— TsI — caMoe TTpeKpacHoOe, uTo s Bupes, — Cioiiereap HaxMypuJics, mogbupas cjioBa. —



HanoxHwulel HMIlepaTopa Csa He CPaBHATCA C To0O0M. OHU — U IBETEI B CTEIIN, a4 Thl — JIYHA,
BOCXO[OdIIadaA Had MUDPOM.

B 3Tux peyax o «I[BeTax» U «JIyHe» OBIJI0O HEYTO OT TeX JIbCTUBBIX CJIOB, YTO PACTOYAIOT AEBHLIaM B
BECeJILIX KBapTajax CTONuYHble ¢ppaHTh. OgHAKO U3 YCT 3TOTO CYpPOBOTO BOWHA OHU HE 3Bydaju
mo1io. Croinereap roBopus 6e3 BEIpaxKeHus, TOJI0C €r0 OBIJT POBHBLIM, @ B3TJISIT — YMCTHIM,
JIUIIEHHBIM TOT'0 IJIOTCKOT'O OT'HSI, YTO OOBIYHO COMYTCTBYET jiecTu. OH MPOCTO KOHCTATUPOBA (PakT.

— Kpacnobait, — efiBa CIBIIIHO TpobopMoTast JInHb YKaouyzKao, YyBCTBYS, KaK YIIN 3aJUBaeT
IIyHI[0Bas Kpacka.

— YTo0 3HAYUT «KpacHOOal»? — BOXK/b HAKJIOHUJ TOJI0BY. BHIIO BUOHO, YTO TOHKOCTH S3kIKa Cs
[AI0TCS EMY C TPYAOM.

YKa04yxkKao 0CEKCs, He 0XKHUfasd, YTO ero YCIIBIIIAT.

— DTO... 3HAYUT, YTO II0XBaJjla BOXKMS CJIUIIKOM BEIHMKA, U I He MOCTOUH eé.

Croiineresp npomonyan. OH IOYyBCTBOBAJI, UTO €r0 He TakK IMOHAIU. OH He IBITalCd JIbCTUTD.
KpacuBoe — 3T0 KpacuBoe, 6e300pa3Hoe — 3T0 6e300pa3noe. OH JUIIL CKa3all TO, YTO CYUTA
UCTUHOM.

— YTo manbIne? — CHOBA CIIPOCHII OH.

— JanbIze... BUHO «X3U3UHb», — YKa04Kao OTBeJ B3risan. — Mul 6ygeM muTh? Boxnab, Ha caMmoM
mese 3TH MyCThie OOPSIOEL... UX BOBCE He 00s3aTeNIbHO COOTIONATh.

— Ecnu meBHl TBOEW POOMHBI BEIXOMAST 3aMyK UMEHHO Tak, 3HAUUT, ¥ MBI CIeJlaeM TakK Ke. —
Croiinereap nomemiuia. — Pacckaxu, 4To TakKoe «X9I3UHb»?

— IInist 3TOTO 00PSIIa TOPHKYIO THIKBY-TOPJISTHKY pa3pe3aioT Ha [Be YaCTH M HAIMOIHSIOT BUHOM. MyxK
Y JKeHa JOJIXKHBI UCIIUTH I10 TJIOTKY U3 CBOUX ITOJIOBUH.

— B uem cmmICT?

— «]IBa Tena CIMBAIOTCS B OMHO, PAaBHEIE B Y€CTH U OECUECTHH, B TOPEe U B PAJOCTHU», — I'0OJIOC
YkaouxkKao K KOHITY ppa3sl MOUTH 3aTUX. — CMBIC B TOM, UTO OTHBIHE [BOE AENAT OOHY Cynb0y,
TOAiepKUBast APYT APYyTa B TIOOBIX UCITHITAHUSX.

— Ienuth ogHy cynb0y, MOAAEPKUBAThH B UCIIBITAHUSAX... — IIOBTOPUA CIoiereap, morpyxasch B
CBOM [IyMBHI.



— Ho nyumie octaBuM 3T0. B cTenu He HaWTH TaKO# THIKBHI, la ¥ BUHA MBI HE TOTOBUIIH... — Ha
cepaue y JIuab YKao4Kao CTalo HECIOKOWHO. B mpomion XK1U3HU OHM HE COBEPIIAIX 3TOT0 00psiaa,
U Telepb 9Ta 3aTes Ka3ajach eMy CTPaHHOU U HEJIOBKOU.

9TO TaMHCTBO IIpegHa3Ha4yasiock AJis Cynpyros. Ho oH, BO-TIEPBHIX, ObLJT My2KYKWHOM, @ BO-BTOPHIX...
naxe OynOb OH IEBYILIKOW, OH OCTaBaJICS JUIIb UTPYIIKOW, IPUCIIaHHOU BEJIMKOW UMIIEPUe, YTOOh
YMUJIOCTABUTB 'PO3HOTO COCefia.

— ITopoiimeT mu KyMBIC? — HEBO3MYTUMO cripocun Crousneresp.

— 9-3... ma, momomeT, — YKaoukKao pacTepsIHHO HAOIIOmas, KaK BOXK/Ib BEIIIET HAPYKY ¥ BCKOpe
BEPHYJICS, a CJIeIOM 3a HUM BOIIIIa XKeHImrHa 13 CI030¥ C IBYMs IePeBSHHBEIME YalllaMH.

— Ecnu Bkyc Te0Oe He 3HAKOM — He Ieit MHOT0, — Cioiiiereap cel psfoM U IePBEIM B35 Yallly,
coOupasich OCYIIUTh €€ OOHUM TJIOTKOM.

— TTocroiut! — JIuub YkKao4Kao HAKPHIT €T0 JIagOHb CBOEH.

Myzk4rHa 3aMep ¥ BOIPOCUTEIHHO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HETO.

— TrI IelCTBUTENBHO X0YEIllh BHIIUTL CO MHOU? — CEPhE3HO CIpocun YxKaouxKao.
— Pazymeertcs.

— Taxk He nb0T. — CIOBHO PEeHInuBIINCh Ha YTO-TO BaXKHOe€, YKao04yxkao BCTaAl U IepexBaTuil LHI/IpOKI/Iﬂ
PYKaB CBOETr0 aJIOTr0 Hapdaa.

Barnsap Croiinereapa HEBOJIBHO ITPUKOBAJIO K €T'0 OTKPHIBIIIEMYCS 3alsACThI0. Koxka Tam Obljia CTOJb
0eJioi ¥ HeXKHOM, TOYHO KOPEHb JIOTOCA, TOJILKO YTO M3BJIeUEHHbIH 13 BoOgbsl. Ka3amoch, CTOUT JIUIIb
YyTh CUJIbHEE CXKaTh 9Ty TOHKYIO PYKY — ¥ OHA IE€PEIOMHUTCS.

— BuHO «X3113WHB» IBIOT BOT Tak... — Horu YkKaouxkao Mesniko agpoxasnu. OH He IOHUMAJI, OTKyZa B
HeM 3T0 BonHeHre. OOBIYHBIE JTIOOY B TaKyl0 HOYb TOMHO CMOTPST APYT APYTY B I'7la3a, a OH
YyBCTBYET ce0s Tak, CIIOBHO UJET B aTaKy.

Y 3ayeM OH TOJBKO YUUT ITOT0 AuUKapsi? Bcé paBHO Befb 3T0 0OMaH. Mor OBl TPOCTO OTMaXHYThCS.
Heyxenu B rmy0uHe OyIIX OH ¥ CaM XOTen?..

— Tak? — Crouneresp, HaXMypPHUBIIUCh, TOBTOPHUII ABUXKEHNUE U MEPeIsiesl CBOI PYKY C pyYKOu
Uxkaouxkao.

— Ia. JIums BMecTe MpUTyOUB Yallld, MOXKHO 00pecTu 61arocioBeHue, — roioc Ykaoyxao 3Bydas



Kynoa CIIOKOMHee, YeM OBIIO0 Y HEro Ha pyme. — JTto CYJIHUT CTO JIET COTJIaCHus.

— Xoporo.

Cuenus pyKH, OHM IIOJHECTH Yaly K ry0aM. Cioiereap muil yBepeHHO U ObICTPo, YKaouxkKao XKe C
TPYOOM IIPOTJIOTHII APy TJIOTKOB. KyMBIC OB TEPIIKUM U KUCJIBIM, C PE3KHUM IIPUBKYCOM MOJIOKA M
eBa yI0BUMOM ciamocThio. Ho JIuub Ykaouxkao, mpeBo3Morast ceOsi, OCYIIHII Yally [0 OHa.

— KxM... kxM!.. — BUHO 000KTJIO TopJio, u UzkaoyzKao 3allesicsd B Kalllie.

Croiinereap TyT ke HaXMYPUJICS U IIPUHSIIICSI OCTOPOXKHO IIOXJIOIEIBAThL €0 110 CIIUHE.

— Boggmr.

Yepes HEKOTOpPOe BpeMst JInHb YKaoukao IpHUIIes B ceds.

— bBnaro... 6marogapio, — OH IIPUHSJ YallIKy C TEIJIOW BOMOM M YKPAAKOM B3TJISHYI Ha JIUI0 BOXKMS.

PaHbIle OH He CMeJI CMOTPETh eMY B I'Jla3a, BEYHO KJIOHUJTI TOJIOBY, U TOJIBKO Celdac CMOT PasrisfgeTh
ero Kak cnenyet. UepTh nuia Cioinereapa ObUIM PE3KUMU U TTTYOOKUMHU, KaK Y BCEX XKUTeen
crened. I'ycTrie 6POBH, TOX0XKHUE Ha IBa Meda, y3KKe IIPOH3UTEJIbHEIE TJ1a3a, BEICOKAs TEPEHOCHLA U
TOHKMeE r'yO5l. [Jaxe KOT[a OH IIPOCTO CUETI, OT HETO UCXO[HUIa aypa CypPOBOY CHUIIH, He Tpebyormen
JIMIITHUX CJIOB.

Ceiivac OH OBIJT TEM CAMBIM «CBSIIIEHHBEIM OPJIOM» CTeIel U XKUBLIM KoIIMapoM umnepuu Cs. UMeHHO
TAKWUM U JOJIXKEH OBITh UCTUHHBIN BIafblKa — IIOJIHBIM XKU3HU U MOIIM, a HE TeM yracluIuM
IIPU3PAKOM Y MOTUJIbHOU IIJIUTHIL.

3afyMaBIIKCh 0 MPouIoM, YKaoukao He 3aMEeTHJI, YTO eT0 MPUCTATbHEIN B3TJISM 3aCTaBUI BOXKIS
3aHepBHUYATh: y Cloiiiereapa Iepecoxyo B ropie, a cepie 3a6uIoch Jaile.

B IOpTe IIOBHUCJIO MOJT9YaHUE, IIPEPEIBa€MO€ JIUIIb CYXUM IIOTPECKUBAHMEM OPOB B O4are.

— Yro Teneps? — cupocun Croumeresp.

— A 4TO... ellle MOXKHO HeaTh... — YKaoukao OTBepHYyJICs. JIUIIO ero MbJIaio, a ies cTaaa
myH1IO0BOU. — [Topa... IOXKUTECS CIaTh.

YBumes, uto Cioiereap BCE ellle CMOTPUT Ha HEr0 C HeMBIM BompocoM, JInHp UKaouKao efBa He
B30pBaJIcA OT CThia. Kak Obl OH HU yOexkman ce0s cTaTh APYruM, HauaTh BCE 3aHOBO, OH HE MOT
3aCTaBUTD Ce0sT MEPBHIM IIPOSIBUTH CTPACTh.



OpmHaKo ero rHeBHBIM TOH IIPO3BYYal I MYKUYMHE KaK HEKHOE KOKETCTBO KPACaBHIIBL. ITO
IpoOYyOUI0 B Cepylle BOXK/IS TAaKyI0 HEKHOCTh U JKaXK[y, YTO OH TOTOB ObIT OPOCHUTH K HOTAM 3TOM
«IEeBHI» BECh MUP.

— THl... CKaXku X0Th CJI0BO! — YKao4Kao 3amuinacs rpydoCcTbio 0T COOCTBEHHOTO CTpaxa Iepern
TEM, UYTO [OJIKHO OBLJIO TIOC/IEN0BaTh 3@ 3TUM.

Ta HOYB B MPOIIIOK KKU3HK HABCET/[a OTIeYaTasach B ero maMsaTi. OT BOCIIOMMHAHUS O TOH O0OIH U
CTPaHHOM BoCTOpTre YKaouKao HEBONIBHO CxKajl KonmeHu. FOHoIIa GBI U3SIIeH U XPYIIOK: JIUII0 KaK
BECEHHUH 1IBETOK, GPOBU — CIIOBHO TYIIbIO THCAHHEIE, @ PA3PYMSHUBIINECS IIEKU TaK U MaHUIK K
cebe.

Croinereap He BeigepKai. Ero rpy0blie nmasnbiibl KOCHYIUCh HEXKHOM KOXHU, IPUIIYAPEHHOM Oenuiamy,
U MEMJIEHHO CKOJIb3HYJIM OT CKYJIH K Iliee. ITO ObIJI0O COKPOBHILE, HAPOBaHHOE eMy uMmnepuen Cs,
YeJI0BeK, IJIEHUBILIHN €Tr0 CepAIle C IePBOro B3TIIIAa.

[Tepeqn cBambOoit Croiiiereap pasy3Hall 0 HEBeCTe: TOBOPHUIIM, YTO feBa Yy4uy He TOIbKO
nobpopeTenibHa ¥ KPOTKA, HO ¥ MCKYCHAa B My3blKe — HUKTO B CTOJIMIIE He UTPaJl Ha IUIIe JIy4Ille Hee.
CoTHM TaJaHT/IUBHIX IOHOIIEH fAHbI3WHA H0OUBaIUCh €€ PYKH, HO OHA He YOOCTOUJIA B3TJIIA0M HU
OMHOTO.

Boxnp cunutan cebs HeBexknoi. OH BEIPOC B CeMJie, OXOTUJICS Ha BOJIKOB U OUII OpJIoB B mogHeOecCke.
U nycTh OH C feTcTBa yUus A3bIK Cs U YWTaNl HCTOPUYECKYE XPOHUKY, B IO93UU U U3SAIIHBIX
MCKYCCTBAX OH He CMBICIHII HuYero. OH 0KUOaJ CTpaxa, 0XKHUAall MPe3PEHHUs... HO He 3TOU TUXOH
TIOKOPHOCTH.

Croinereap He ObLI TJIYNLIOM U IOHST HaMeK YKaouxkao. 3BePUHBIM UHCTUHKT THAJI €T0 BIEPe[, HO
OH TIBITAJICS COEPKAThCS, II0Ka He ObUT yBepeH B YyBCTBax CBoel n3bpaHHUIE. OgHAKO COBIafaTh C
MOJIOMBIM ¥ TOPSTYUM TEJIOM OBIIO BHIIIE €TI0 CHJL.

Korpma pyka My>X4YUHEI JIeTJIa Ha caMoe ysI3BUMOe MeCTo Ha Iee, JInHb YKaouxkao 3aTausl gLIXaHUeE.
B ronoBy ne3nu gypHBIE MBICTIU: OH 3HaJI, 4To CIOljierespy HU4ero He CTOUT CJIOMaTh eMy IIel0
ogHUM pBUXKeHueM. Ho OH 3acTHUT B T03e «06PEYEHHOT0 Ha CMEePTh» BOBCE HE OT CTpaxa 3a XKW3Hb —
OH IIPOCTO He 3HaJ, KyJa OeThCS OT OXBATHBILETO €TI0 BOJHEHHUS.

«Hy uTo oH TAHEeT? X0oueT — mycTh OepeT, TonbKo ObicTpee! K ueMy 9Tu Tacku, OT HUX TOIBKO
TsXKelee Ha fyle...» YKaouxKao 3aXXMypUJICs, YyBCTBYS Ha JIUIe XKapKOe [bIXaHWe MYXXYHHEL

«JIagHO. BCE paBHO 3TO CIIyYUTCS He BIiepBble. ECiu OH X0ueT — mycTh 3a0upaeTt. CunuTai, 3TO MOU
[OJIT 3a Te TPU I'ofia Tpaypa, YTO OH HOCHUJI ITI0 MHE».

C aTo0# MBICTIBIO UKa04yKao paccrabuics, roToBsICh 6€3POIOTHO OTAATHCS Ha BOJIO MYXKYHMHEL



— Yyuy... — pa3gajcs HaJ CaMbIM YXOM XPUIIJIbIH IIEMOT.

CroBa IOfenCTBOBaIM KakK yILIAT JIefsaHou BoAsl. JIMHb YKao4yxKao MIHOBEHHO IIPOTPE3BEIl.

— Ilyctu! — OH ¢ cunou oTTonKHYN Counereapa.

ATtMmocdepa 6mu3ocTu pa3dbunach Bgpede3ru. Ykaouxkao 3aMep, OTBEPHYBIIHUCEH U CYIOPOKHO
CKUMas B PyKaX IOJ0JT CBOETO IIIAThs.

— ..

— Mos BuHa. 4 enBa He npuHynoun Te0s, — Cioiiniereap orcTpanusics. — He Ooiics. Ecnu TH He
X0Yellb — 5 He TPOHY TeOs.

«41 BoBCe He "He x0uy" ¥ He "6010Ch"!» — JIuHb YKaouKao 3aKycun ryoy, He 3Has, Kak 00BbSICHUTD
CBOM YYBCTBA.

— Tol ycTana ¢ goporu. Otoeixa, — Croiiiereap NOOHAJICS U, He OTJISIOBIBASCH, BhILIE U3 I0PTHL.
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