— locnioguH, maBatiTe OexkuM 1o MOKpoBoM HOuHu! — Cyx3 efiBa ycCIes 3amepeTh BOPOTa, Kak U3
HEero MOCHITanuCh THEBHBIE peul. — MM MyieBaTh, BEIKUBETE Bl UJIM HET, TaK I04YEMY BBl JOJIXKHBI
JKepTBOBaTh coO0M pagu HuX? [IycTh HAC Ka3HSAT, 3aTO MHI 3a0epeM ux ¢ co00i B MOTHIIY!

— He roBopu uenyxu. 3aech KU3HU AECATKOB Jtofei. K ToMy ke, B pOOOBOM XpaMe ITOKOUTCS
IIOMHHAJIbHAA Ta6J'II/I‘-IKa MoefI MaTepH. C‘-IPITafI, YTO 3THUM S BO3BPAIAIO OOJIT 3d I'OOBI, YTO MEHA
KOPMUJIA U PACTHUJIA, — THUXO0 OTO3BAJICA JIuus Ykaouxkao. — BI/I)Z[HO, TaKOBa MOsA OOJIA. qa IIPUHUMAIO
eé.

— B cepbesHo? Hey}Kem/I BEI ITPaBa OTIIPABUTECHh B 3TH JUKHNE 3EMIIN Croapu, YTOOLI BEIUTH 3aMyXK
3a UX XKEeCTOKOTO BOXKAA? — rjla3a CYXS CHOBa HAIIOJTHUJIUCE CJI€E3aMHU.

B cronuie AHBIB3UH KaXObli 3HAJ CTUXH 0 €ro cecTpe: «J1oub JIMHBL U3 I03KHOTO KBapTala,
IIpeKpacHel B MUPE He ChICKATh. JIMK eé — 4ucTas sIllIMa, 3aTMEeBaeT OHa BCeX KpacaBull». JIUHb
Yyuy Oblsla MpHU3HaHA «IIepBoi KpacaBulled Benukoi Cs». [Toporu ux moMa o0HMBaJIX TOJIIIH XKEHUX0B
ellle 40 TOTO, KaK ey MCIIOIHUIIOCH IecTHaAaTs. Ho OHa Xpaja Cy>KeHOro, a foXKaanach
MMIIEPATOPCKOI0 yKa3a 0 «X3UUHb» — MUpe dyepe3 Opak.

Yyuy He MoxKenaja MOKUAATh POOHBEIE Kpasl pafiu XKU3HU C «BOJIKAMU-BapBapaMu» U cOexkarna
M000BHUKOM, OCTaBUB JIUIIH NIPOIIabHOE IUCHEMO, THe Tpe3nsia 0 cBoOoze cpenu 1ecoB U pek. CeMbs
JIvunb mpuIIa B yKac: 3a 06MaH uMIepaTopa UM I'po3uia Ka3Hb Bcero popa. K cuactsio, Jluns Uyuy
Oblla He eIUHCTBEHHON KpacaBullel B ceMbe — €€ eIMHOKPOBHEIN OpaT, POXAEHHBIN OT HAJTOXKHUIIHL,
obagarn BHEIIHOCTERIO ellle 0ojlee YTOHYEHHOU. B 0TYassHUYM OHU PEIIXIIU: TTaH UM Ipomnan — JIUHb
YKaoyxkao [IEPeoeHyT B KEHCKOE IIJIaThe U BBITAAYT 3a CecTpy.

B mporunon xu3Hu YKa04yKao COMPOTUBIIAINCA A0 nocnenHero. OH rogamMu KOpIiesl Hag KHUTaMy,
MeduTasl ClaTh 9K3aMeHBI ¥ ITPOCIaBUTh UM TIOKOWHOM MaTepu. MEICIIh O TOM, YTOOBI CTATh «3KEHOH»
OPYroro MyKYMHBI, Ka3ajlach eMy BEPXOM Io30pa. A yxK Koraa 3aropopunu o Croiinerespe —
«cTenHOM 60ore cMepTU», KOTOPHIH, IO CJIyXaM, BOJIOUMII Tejla BparoB 3a KOHEM COTHH T —
Ykaouxkao efiBa He HAIOXKUI Ha ce0s pyKu. JIUIIb KOT{la OTell IPUHEC TaOIUYKYy ero MaTepu U BCTall
repen HUM Ha KOJIEHU, OH CHasCs.

— 41 Bcé pemun, — nmoTopuil JIuak YKaodxKao.
— Pa3 tak, — Cyx3 IIMBITHYJI HOCOM, — TO § IIOMAY 3a BaMU XOThb B OI'OHb, XOTh B Bofy. OTAbIXaiiTe,

TOCIIOONH, S cO0epy BEIIH.

YkaouxkKao He CTal ero oTroBapuBaTh. Cyxa GBI CHPOTOM, KOTOPOro mofobpaia ero MaTh, U O1uxe
Hero y YzKaouzxkao HUKOTO He OBLNIO.

B 3Ty HOYb OH He MOT COMKHYTbB I'1a3. CTOMJIO BeKaM OMyCTUTHLCS, KaK B yIIaxX pasfaBajics I'ojIocC
Crotinereapa: «Ecnu OB 51 3HaJI, YTO Thl BO3HEHABUIUIID MEHS...»

JInrp Ykaouzkao OOJIbIIIE HE MOT JITAaTh CaMoOMy ce0e: OH HUKOTa He HeHaBHIeI 3TOTO YejI0BeKa Io-
HacTosIeMy. 3a gecsTh jieT Opaka Croiiyiereap HU pa3y He o0unen ero. Bcé nyudriee, 4To GLIIO B



CTeIlln — e[1a, TKaHHU, YKPallleHUusA — JOCTaBaJIOCh IIPEXKOEe BCEro Ukao04yxkao. BoxkOb OBITANCH
3arjIaguTh BUHY, IIBITAJICA YTOOUTH, HO U>ka04Ka0, OCIEIIeHHbIN 061/1110171, IIPUTBOPAJTICA, YTO HE
3aMevdaeT 3TOro.

Teneps, IONTy4YUB BTOPOU IIaHC, OH CMOTPeJI Ha Ipoinoe uHade. Cioinereap ObI BIaABIKOW CTEIel,
a keM Obl1 OH? [IJIeHHBEIM WHOBEPLIEM, TOOMEHHOW HEBECTOM, KOTOPHIM rofaMy He JKejajl faXe ClIoBa
MOJIBUTB B CTOPOHY MyKa. TepIeHNI0 3TOTO MYKYKUHbBI MOXKHO OBIIO TOJTBKO YAUBIISTHCS.

B cepane Ykaouxkao KonbHY0. OH BOPYT OYeHb 3aX0TeJl y3HaTh: UTO 2Ke UMEHHO BOXKIb Ha3bIBajl
TOTTa «HEeBOJIen»?

— T'ocnioxa JIuHb, CBUTA [JI9 CONPOBOXKIOEHUS YKe YV BOPOT! — pa3pasics 3a ABEpPbIO BUIIUBLHIU
r0JIOC eBHyXa.

— Yxe? Pa3Be MBI HEe JOJIKHBEL CHayajla €xaTh BO ABOPEL Ha TOPKECTBEHHYIO LIEPEMOHUI0? —
HaxMmypuics Cyxa.

— IMocTymun mpuKas: BOXK/Ib BapBapoB Bejiesl OyCTUTh PopManbHOCTH. [Ipa3gHeCcTBO YCTPOST yXKe B

3emisax Cioau, — OTBETHUJI CIyra. — [I0TOPOIMUTECE.

— Bnaronapfo 3a BECTh, — 0TO3BaJICS U2KaouxkKao, cierka MeHssI I0JIoCc Ha 0ojiee BRICOKHH. — MEI
TOTOBHI.

— Yro aTot Croiiniereap o cebe Bo3oMHUI? — npoBopyasn Cyxa. — Hu BcTpeuu 1o mpaBuiaM, HA
oOpsima. Heyxenu Mbl Oj1g HETO HUYETO He 3HAUUM?

— Llepemonust Cst — 3T0 HamM 00BIYau, — CIIOKOMHO O0TBeTHI YKaouxkao. OH 3HAJ, YTO Tak Oyfer,
Be[Ib BCE TIOBTOPSIJIOCH B TOUHOCTH. — Cro¥yiereap — rjaaBa CEMHUIECSTH [IBYX IIJIEMEH, OH X0YeT,
4TOOLI BCE OLLIIO 110 3aKOHAM CTEIlH.

— OH npoCTO HAC HU BO 4TO He cTaBUT! — mporuenun Cyxa.

JInup YKa04xKao HAKHWHYII Ha I'OJIOBY TsA2KeJI0€ KPAaCHO€ IMOKPHIBAJIO, PACHIMTOE 30JIOTEIMU HUTAMHU.

— HMMnepus xo4eT BHICIIYKUTHCS IIepel HUM, a Mbl — JIMIIb TogaanHele. MuoeM, Cyxa. Y KaxXpmou ropsl
€CTh TPOIIa, a Y Kaxk/o# 6eflbl — pelleHue.

B conpoBoxpenun Cyxa u cBaxu YKaouzKao BHIIIEN U3 ffoMa. [10J] KpacHBIM IIEJIKOM OH He BUJEN
JIUI] T€X, KTO IIPUIIIEJT eT0 TPOBOOUTE, HO CJIBIIIAJ, YTO BCE ceMeicTBO JInHb B cOope. UkKao4uxkao He
YyBCTBOBAJ HU Ievany, HU ToCKU. OH 3HAJ: HUKTO U3 HUX He MPHUIIENT Clofa U3 JII0OBU K HEMY.

«Marty1ka, s yX0Xy», — IPOIIenTal OH mpo cebs, mepecTymnas nopor. C 3Toro Mura CBs3b C JOMOM
Jlueb OblNIa pa3opBaHa HaBCerna.

'peMenu xnonymky, 6unu 6apabaHbl, ¥ Tpa3gHAYHAsA My3blKa OrJlallaja yIulbl dHbI3HHA. 3a TOAB
BOWH CTOJIMIIA JJAaBHO HE BHUJeJla TAKOr'0 TOP:KecTBa. TOJIIEL JII0fiel TECHUIKUCH Y JOPOT, a OaTKOHBL



YalHbIX OBUIN 3a0UTH TOCIIOIaMHU C BEepaMHU, KeJaluMI X0Th KpaeM I'jla3a YBUOETh «IIEPBYIO
KpacaBuLy».

— Kakag xanocts! Takas kpacoTa — ¥ KaKOMY-TO AUKAPIO 10 HOT'Y, — COKPYIIAJIUCh ONHU.

— Cuuraii, npomnana feBka. Cioimeresp e€ XuBbeM CheCT, — BTOPUIIU APYTHE.

— A BB BUenu Tex BapBapoB? POCTOM B IeBATh 4H, B IIJle4aX — KOcCasi CaXKeHb, JIUIa JIF0ThIE, POBHO Y

JIECHBIX 000POTHEH!

Crplllla 3TH pa3roBophl, JInHs YKaouykKao MUIIL Kpemue cKuMai nanbibl. OH He ObLT «I1epBOM
KpacaBuUllel», HO BOJTHEHUE eTo OblJI0 He MeHbIe. Cepalle KOJNOTUIOCH B TPYOH, TOTOBOE
BRIIPHITHYTE. OH He 3HaJ, Kak BecTu ce0s ¢ Cioiiniereapom npu nepBoi Bctpede. OH 3HA JIUII
OJIHO: OH HOJIZKeH M3MeHUThCS. OH 00JIbIlle He TO3BOIUT 3TOMY YeJIOBEKY YyTaCHYTh OT rops u3-3a
HETO.

Bropyr nanaHKWH pe3KO ONMYCTUJICS Ha 3eMITIO.
— Tl'ocmoxa JIunb, MbI Ha 3acTaBe. [Iopa mepecaxkuBaThCs, — MIPOILIENTAala CBaxa.
Y3Ka04Kao C TPYHOM BHIOpPAJICS M3 TECHOTO MalaHKKWHA. KeHCKre TYyQeIbKH, XOTh U MTePeIIUuThIe MO

€ro pasmep, HemagHo Tepnu Horu. CTOUIIO eMy CHenaTh 1Iar, KaK Pe3KWil OCEHHUU BeTep COpBal C
Hero KpacHOe IIOKPLIBAJIO.

Mup Bokpyr 3amep. JIuHb YKaouxkKao CTOSJI IOCPENU 3aCTaBbl, OTKPBITHIA BCEM BETpaM U B3TJIAaM.
CoTHHU rj1a3 yCTaBUINCh Ha HETO, BKJIl0Yas 4eJloBeKa Ha BOPOHOM KOHE HelOoJaneKy.

— Taxk 370 JIuHb I‘Iy‘{y? u BIIPAMB — 3dTMEBAET JIYHY U CThIOUT OBETEHL... — IIPOHECCH IIEIIOT I10
TOJIIIEe.

Ykaouxkao oueneHen. B manuke, 604Ck, 9T0 ero0 00MaH pacKpOeTCs, OH YBUENl 3HaKOMBIH CHITyIT.
[TpuBBIUKA IECSITH JIET B3sJIa BEPX, U CJI0BA COPBAJIUCH C T'y0 Mpexkmae, Y4eM OH YCIIes IOTyMaTh:

— Jlukaps, yero croutsb? Mo u 3abepu MeHs!

Tornoc ero mporuyn, u YKao4kao TyT 3Ke II0X0JI0HeNT OT yKaca. JTo Oblyla uX meppas BcTpeda. OH —
IOMEeHHAas HeBeCTa, IpPUCIaHHas A1 YMUPOTBOPEHUS Bpara, ¥ OH CMeeT TaK Harjio KOMaHI0BaTh
BOXKJIeM BEJIMKOT0 Hapoda? 3a Takoe JIUIIeHUe TOJIOBEI ObIJIO CaMbIM JIETKUM HaKa3aHUEM.

Tonna axaysna. CBaxa efBa He JIUIIUIIACH YYBCTB.

— Tupy! — pa3pancs HU3KUH roJioc.

YepHBIY KOHb 3aMep. Ha ria3ax y u3yMyIeHHOHN IyOJIMKYU «CTETHOM 60T CMepTU» CIPHITHYII C cefa U
TBEPHOH TOXOIKOW HampaBwuiIcs K JIunb YKaouxkao.
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