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U3gmHnas cuHeopeTas cllyxaHka nposena IOy HuHa yepes m0I0BHUHY IOMECThS, C CeBepa Ha CaMblid
IOT, TTle ¥ HaXOUJIUCh TIOKOU, OTBEJEHHEBIE [ Hero rocrnoguuoM ['y. Henmb3s Ob1I0 CKa3aTh, 4TO
MecTo OBII0 3axynanbiM. HanpoTus, neri3ax 3mech OB KUBOIIMCHBIM, @ BHyTpeHHee YOpaHCTBO —
M3bICKAHHBIM ¥ YTOHUYEHHBIM. Y CKPOMHBIE, HO 3JIeTaHTHBIE Oe3[eTyIIKY Ha MTOIKaXx [Js OPEBHOCTEH,
U 4eThIPe COKPOBHIIA KaOWHEeTa Ha CTOJe — BCE ObII0 6e3yIpevyHo U MPeKPaCHO, MOTHOCTHIO
COOTBETCTBYS ero o0pa3y B ria3ax okpyxarommux. Ho...

— A roe XUBET MOM yYUTENL? — COEPKUBAsS CMeIoK, crrpocun Ot Hul, mpurcaXXuBasich.

— Orseuaro rocuoauny 0w, TOKOU ABYX I'OCION HAXOOATCS B [TIaBUIbOHE [lyHIIal, B CEBEPHOU 4aCTHU
IIOMECThS.

Hy 49TO XK, OJUH Ha I0Te, npyroﬂ Ha CeBepe. KO# HuH noHSI, HaCKOJIBKO €ro He XKaJlyeT 3TOT UIUTYH.

Brnpouem, oH MOT ero moHsATh. Ecniu OBl y Hero camoro OblT BO3/MI00IEHHBIM, C KOTOPHIM OH HE
BUMEJICS TOJIT0fIa, @ KOTMa HAaKOHEIl BCTPEeTHUICS, PSIOOM ITOCTOSTHHO MasTuuI Okl HOBOMCIIEYEHHBIN
YUYeHHUK, Mellasi UM, OH ObI TO3Ke C IIPEBEIMKUM YIOBOIBCTBHEM OTOCJIAJ €r0 Ky/a IoHasbIIle.

— locnoguu O, mpotiry Ballly pyKy, — cefo60poabIi leKaphb, CIeIOBABIINY 3a HUMH, ITIOCTaBUII Ha
CTOJI CBOM AIIMYEK C IeKapCTBaMU U OOCTall MOAyIIeyKy s nynbca. F0it HuH mocaymHo NpoTaHyn
PYKy. B3rnsiHyB Ha pacmyxiiee 3amscThe, JieKaphb IOTIaguil 60poay, TOBEPHYIICS, YTOOH
IIPUTOTOBUTH Ma3b, XU C YCMEIIKOU 3aMeTHUII:

— Korpga rocnogus 'y TMYHO ¥ TaK MOCIEIIHO IPHUIIEN 3a MHOM, 51 YK OBLIO ITOJyMaJl, YTO CIIy4YUIoCh
HEeUTOo U3 PsAfla BOH BHIXOfsINee, Tpelyiolllee cllaceHus KU3HU... [JaBHO CIIBIIIAT, YTO TOCIOAUH Mok
IpUHAT B mpedekType [TuH60 ogapEHHOr0 yYeHuKa. DTO BeOb BHI, rocrnogun Hu?

— ¥V rocnoputa FOst BHEITHOCTh HEO0XKUTENSA U HeQPUTOBAS CTaTh, OH BOUCTHHY He3aypsmeH. C
IIePBOTO B3TJIsfa BUMIHO, YTO OH — JPaKOH cpenu jofaei... [ocmonuH Maii B mociemHul pa3 Opan
yueHHKa TpPUHAALATh JIeT Ha3af ¥ C TeX 1op 6obille HUKOTO He Y4Yuil. & BCE myMall, To4eMy ke OH
cHelan UCKIIoUeHre, HO Teleph, yBUAEB rocrnoguHa KOs, BCE moHSI.

— Yo BHI, 4 He 3acCiyKUBal0 TakKou noxsassl, — KO HuH nokpacHen 0T CMyLeHUs, KOT[a I0XKUI0U
YyeJl0BEK Pa3 3a pa30M Ha3bIBasl €r0 «T'OCIOAMHOM». B 3Ty 310Xy «TOCIIOAMHOM» HMEHOBaIU YUEHBIX
M yBaKaeMBbIX JTI0fiel, CTIOCOOHBIX CTOSITh Ha CBOMX HOTaX. Ero xKe 00hIYHO Ha3bIBaIM «MaJle€HbKUM
TOCIIOIUHOM» U3 YBaXKEHUS K YUUTENI0. XyKe TOro, CTapukK 0e3 yoepKy pacxBajKBajl €ro, TOBOPS O
«BHEMIHOCTH HeOoxuTenst». KO HuH mpekpacHo 3HaI CBOIO0 BHEIITHOCTb — OH BeOb He MTePepPOIusICs B
HOBOM TeJle, KOTma Ipomien yepe3 aBepb. OH 3HAJI, Ha YTO IIOX0XK, X HE CMeNl IPUHUMATh TaKue
KOMIIJTUMEHTEHL.

[Toka OH pa3MBIILIAN, TeKapb BHE3AITHO KOCHYJICS €0 IPaBOro 3alsCThs, 3aTEM IOTSIHYII U BIIPaBUIT
cyctas. [Ipon3utenbHas 607b 3acTaBuiia FOi HuHa axHyTh!



On YYTh HE 3aKpHUYall OT 00J11, HO IIOCJIE 3TOTO PE3KOro ABUXKEHUA 3aIlACThEe IepecTayio TakK CUJIIBHO
0oseTh 1 0TeKaTh. OH UHCTUHKTHBHO XOTEJI OBIIO BBEIPYT'AThCA — MOZKHO OBITIO OBI XOTH
IpenynpenuTs, YTOOBI OH IIOATOTOBMIICA, — HO IIOHHMaJI, YTO CTAaPUK COejiall 3TO, YTOOBI OTBJIEYH €T0
BHHMaHN€ U BIIPABUTL KOCTE. HpI/IH.IJ'IOCb TIIPOTJIOTUTE PYraTeJIbCTBa U CMUPEHHO ITPOU3HECTH:

— Bnaronaplo BacC, TOCIIOOHWH JIEKapPk.

— IlycTsiKu, MyCTSAKH, — JIeKaph JOCTall U3 SIIUYKa KOPoOOUKY C Ma3blo U Ilepefia eé CTOSBIIeN
PSAOM 3eJIeHOOOEeTO! ClIyKaHKe, HaKa3aB: — JTy Ma3b «McKpsAmuiica nHel» HaKJlaAblBauTe
MaJIeHbKOMY TOCIIOAKMHY YTPOM U BeuepoM. B efie nsberaiiTe Bo30yKAalomux IPoOyKToB. M crenute,
yTOOBI OH O0JIbIIIe HE TPABMHUPOBAJ PYKY, HHAYE MOTYT OBITh MOCTIEACTBUS. B 0CTaIbHOM HUYET0
0COOEHHOTO.

— Crymaoch, TOCIIOUH JieKaph, — CIyKaHKa IIPUHsIa KOpoOoUKy. — 1 MpoBOXKY Bac.

— He cTout, 3T0 MECTO MHe XOpOII0 3HAKOMO, He 3a6yXKych... [leBa OyxKyH, nydine TPUCMOTPUTE 3a
MaJIeHbKMM TocrofguHoM. Beero mobporo.

J'[eKapL noknonuncs KOun HI/IHy. ToT xoTen OBITI0 BCTATh, YTOOLI OTBETUTH Ha IOKJIOH, HO JIeKapb
KEeCTOM OCTAaHOBHUII €0 U YOAJIHUJICA.

FO# HuH, nofmnepes IMIEKY PYKOH, XKaJ, ITIOKa eMy HaloxkaT Ma3b. CllyKaHKa, ITPOBOJIUB JieKaps
B3TJISIIOM, TIOBEPHYJIACh U YBUAENA MOKOpHO kayiiero K0 Huua. OHa mopgoiina 1, MpHUceB B
IIOKJIOHE, CKa3aJa:

— T'ocmomuu O#, 103BOIbTE MHE HAJIOKHUTL BaM Ma3b.

— Mrw, monerdye... Te6st 30ByT ®yxkyH?

— Moe€ umsa OyxyH, 5 cTapiias ClyXKaHKa y TOCIIOANHA.

Ipyrue cinyKaHKU IPUHECIIH YUCTYI0 Bomy U OuHTHEL. OyKyH B3siJia BOY, OT2KaJla YUCTHIM IJIATOK U
IIPUHAJIACh IPOTUPaTh eMy pyKy. FOu HuH 3aMeTwus, 4TO OHa, KakK U BCE CIIYT'd, KOTOPHIX OH BUAE 110
mopore crofa, Obla cuepKaHHa U He TOBOPHIIA HU CJIOBA JIUIITHET0. ITO SBHO OBIJIO HE IPOCTO YePTOH
xapakTepa. ['ocrionus I'y cMOT COMTHCH C TOCTIONHHOM MaeM, He3aMeTHO 00yYCTPOUTh TaKoe
IIOMECThe, THe CIIyTU 0eCIIPeKOCIOBHO BHITIONHSAY MpuKaskl. F0it HuHy cTano nio60mEITHO, KTO Ke OH
TaKoMH.

Ero Ha3Bamu «TOCIOOUHOM», 3HAYHUT, OH, CKOpee BCero, YNHOBHUK?

O HuH pa3MBIIUIsI, HO HE MOT K€ OH CIIPOCHUTh Y CITy2KaHKU: « ¢ paHbllle He CIIBIIIAI OT YYUTETIS O
rocrnoguse I'y, He MOICKaxkeTe, KTO OH TaKo#?». ITo 010 OBl KpaiHe HEeBEXKJIHBO. [109TOMY, cropas
OT JTI00OTIBITCTBA, OH HE PEIIUJICS CIIPOCUThL HAMPSIMYIO U JIUIIL 3aBEJI C HEM HUYero He 3HaYalllun



pasrosop. Ho cnykaHka Obllla Ype3BhIYailHO BHIIIKOJIEHA ¥ OTBEYasia JINIIb Ha caMble 00IIue
BOTIPOCH. K ToMy BpeMeHH, KaK OHa 3aKOHUYMJIA TTePeBsI3KY, Iepeoyielia ero U yCTpousa Ha yo0HoM
POTaHr0BOM KyIIeTKe y 03epa, FOu HuH Tak HUYero u He pa3y3Hall.

3aKOHYMB, Clly’KaHKa BCTajla HETOAAIEKY, Ha PacCTOSHUY, KoTopoe obecneunBasno KO Huny nmuyHoe
IIPOCTPAHCTBO, HO ITO3BOJISLJIO TYT K€ MIOAOUTH 110 IIEPBOMY 30BY. PSIIOM C KyIIeTKOU Ha MaJIeHbKOM
CTOJIMKE Jiexanu aBe KHury. KO HuH B35 OMHY — 0 HET, 3T0 ObUI TOT caMbiii «KaHOH CUSIOLINX
KaMHel», KOTOPHIU BeJlell eMy VYUTh roCrioguH Mau. [Ipyryio KHUry, o Ha3saHueM «Tpu BOIIpoca»,
OH He BUpeJ paHblle. Cyns 110 Ha3BaHUIO, 3TO OBIIO YTO-TO BPOJe IIyTEBLIX 3aMeTOK MK poMaHa. OH
OTKPEHIT €€ U He omuoCs.

HO# Hun ¢ uHTepecoM IpouyuTan napy crpanuil. OKa3aaoch, 9T0 OB pOMaH O MyTeIIeCTBUSIX U
IIOKYTIKe aHTUKBapHuaTta. McTopusi HaunHasIach C TOTO, KaK TJIaBHBIN I'epOii ITOTEePSIT CEMbBIO U
pasopuics, a 3aTeM pa3boraTesn Ha aHTUKBapuaTe. CKa3aTh, YTO CIOXKET OB OUeHb YK
3aMEBICJIOBATHEIM, HEJIE351 — B COBPEMEHHEBIX POMaHaX O «IIOMCKaX COKPOBHUII» OH OBl CUMTAJICS
IOBOJIbHO cpemuuM. Ho mpenects «TpEéx BOPOCOB» OblIa B TOM, UTO METOMHBI OIPENeNIeHUsT
TOIJTMHHOCTH aHTUKBapHaTa OMMCHIBAIMCH B HEM Ype3BEIYalHO MOAPoOHO. MHOroe M3 MPOYUTAaHHOTO
COBIIafajIo C TeM, YEeMY Y4YUJI €r0 FOCIOgUH M3, U 3T0 cpaly XKe yBiekKno FOu HuHa.

— T'ocmoguu HOi#... 'ocmogun HOi!

IO HuH, yBie4€HHBIN YTEHUEM, BHE3AIIHO YCIIBIIIAN, YTO €ro KTO-TO 30BET. OH MOOHSII TOJIOBY U
yBugen cnyxaHky OyxyH. B pykax oHa fepxKaa WIKaTyJIKy. YBuaes, uTo O Hun ounymncs ot
YTEHUS, OHA [TIOYTUTENIBHO IIPOU3HECTIA:

— Tl'ocioguH Benen IiepefaTh 3TO BaM B Ka4€CTBE IIOJaPKa B 4ECTh 3HAaKOMCTBA.

— Mrwm, otkpoi#t, — KOt HuH, He OTPHIBASCh OT KHUTH, JIUIIb MEJTBKOM B3TJISTHYJ, HO €r0 BHUMAHUe
TIPUBIIEK 3€JIEHBIN 071€CK U3 MKATYIKUA. OH OTJIOKU KHUTY, B35 IPEOMET U IIPUHSJICS €0
paccMaTpuBaTh. JTO OblJIa HeppUTOBas MOABECKA U3YMPYAHO-3€JIEHOTO IIBETa, HETTPABUIIbHOM
oBasIbHOM (opMEl. Cynst IO LIHYPKY, €€ CIefoBajio HOCUTH Ha nosce. Ha nogBecke ObUI BEIpe3aH y30p
«PBIOKH UTPAIOT B JIOTOCOBHIX JIMCThSIX». XBOCTHI PEIOOK OB M3SIITHEI ¥ MTOIBUXKHEI, YTO TOBOPHUJIIO O
MacTepcTBe pe3unka. KOt Hul moTporan e€ — eciu OH He omu0ancs, 9To ObIT UMIePaTOPCKUM
3€eJIEHBIN HeQPUT.

XOTs B 9Ty 30Xy UMIIePAaTOPCKUM 3e7EHbIN HeQpUT OB HE TaK PelioK, KakK B Hallle BpeMsi, HalTh
KaMeHb TaKOT0 HaChIIIeHHOT0 ¥ YMCTOTO IIBeTa ObIJI0 OOJbIIOH yaadei.

HO# Hun moBepTen nmoaBecky B pykax. OHa eMy ¥ BIIpaBAy IMOHPABHUIACh, ¥ OH 663 CTeCHEeHUS
mo3Bonun OyxKyH NPUKPENUTH €€ K CBOEMY ITOsICY. EOBa OH 3TO cHenas, Kak IMPUIIEN CyTra 3BaTh K
yxkuny. O HuH nomyMar, 4To, IOJIy4uB TAaKOU LIEAPHIN II0OAAPOK, HE CTOUT MEIIaTh TIapoykKe
HacllaXkgaThcs 001IeCTBOM APYT APYyTa, HO CIIyTa CKa3all, YTO T'OCIOAUH M3l HacTOSJ Ha ero
IIPUCYTCTBUY, U Yy HETO He XBaTUJIO AYXY OTKa3aThCs.
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