Ce CroaH 6osblne He 6€CTIOKOUT MaTh ¥ peGeHKa U CIIPOCUT C HEKOTOPLIM COMHEHUEM: "Pa3Be KOLIKU
He POXKAIOT 110 HECKONIbKY KOTST B moMeTe? [ToueMy y Hee OUH KOTEHOK?"

Ce XoH ckasan: "Y KollleKk MHOTO BparoB Ha y/IHIe U YCIIOBUS IJIOXKE.... BO3MOXKHO, UX TOXe KTO-TO
3abpan u BeIpacTeT.”

Ce CroaH MTHOBEHHE CMOTPEJI Ha Hero - Ha CaMOM [iejie, OH ITIOHKMaAJI, YTO KOTSTa, K COXKaJIeHHIO, C
OonbIlelt BEPOSITHOCTHIO yMEP/IU. JTa YepHas KOIIIKa, Ka3ajioch, Obl/ila 04YeHb OOUTENbHOM, 10
OTHOIIIEHHIO KO BCEM, KPOMe Hero, ¥ OBIJI0O MaJIOBEPOSITHO, UTO KOTSIT OHA CIIpsiTasia Ol B
JIETKOMOCTYITHOM MeCTe. OTH ABOe ObITM TAKUMU XYIOBIMH, YTO, OY4EBUIHO, KOIIIKA HEe CMOTJIa OBl
BBIPACTUTh HECKOIBKUX I TEHHIIIEH.

Onu 06a MomgyanuBo u3beranu 3ToM KecTOKOU mpaBabl. Ce X3H omucal, Ka3ajaoch Obl, CYaCTIUBBIN
KOHell, “ObITh 3a0paHHBIMU [AJIS1 YCHIHOBIIEHUS .

Meicnu Ce CroaHa BHE3aIlHO y/IETYUUIIUCH - OH OBl yehiHOBNIEH Ce CIOI3I0HEM, TOYHO TakK XKe, Kak
KOTEHOK, KOTOPOI'0 OH B34JI, ceryac. A KaK HacueT Opyrux aetei B nputote? bonee 20 et npouiso, 1
KaK II0XKUBAIT JeTH, KOTOPHIX TaK ¥ He YCHIHOBUIIN?

MoxeTt 6I>ITB, €My CTOUT KaK-HI/I6YJII:> BEPHYTLCA U IIOCMOTPETE.

[TepBOHAYaIbHAIM BIaenel OBl CIIMIIKOM MOJIOM, KOT{la ero 3abpasu, ¥ OH He MOT BCIIOMHHUTh
nHbopManuio o mpuioTe. [1o3ke oH morren cinpocuTh y Ce CIOL3I0HST KOHKPETHBIN agpec, ¥ y3Hall,
YTO TOT MHOT'O JIET 3aHUMAJICS 0JIar0OTBOPUTENIBHOCTHIO.

Kak pas B TOT MOMEHT, Korga oH myMai 06 atoM, Ce X3H IPOTSHYNI PYKY U 3aTpsc mepen Hum: “O
yeM THl fyMaelsb, asaga? [ToyemMy TH Tak OTBiIe4YeH?"

“Ax, Huyero.” Ce CroaH BcTasl.[] “Tsl MOXKeIllb CHaYajla IIOCTaBUTh SIIUK [JIs KOIIa4ybero TyajaeTa B
BaHHYIO, a 3aTEM ITIePEMECTUTh ero Ha OaTKOH, OHU IIOCTEIIeHHO MPUBHIKHYT. CTAHOBUTCS MO3MIHO,
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JIO2KUCH CIIAaTh IIOPAHBINIE .

OH yMBIJICS U JIET CIIaTh, TOIBKO YTOOL 00HAPYXKUTH, 4TO Ce X3H TOXKe ITOCIeIoBall 3a HUM, OH He
CMOT yAepkKaThCs OT YAUBJIEHHOI'0 Bompoca: “YTo THl genaems?"

“Upny cnate.”

“9TO MOsT KOMHaTa.”

“IToueMy Mo¥ OsiOsl TaKOM CKynoi? Pa3Be KoMHaTa He Oobias?”

Ce Croan: “?”



O3HayvaeT 1 3TO, YTO Tl MOXKEIIb CIIaTh 30€eCh, KOI'ma B3JIYMaeTC$I?

BrIpaxkeHue ero nuila, KOrga OH IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HarJIoro mapHs, HEMHOTO N3MEHUIOCh: “Buepa g
cresnan UCKimoueHue niug tedbs. He HactauBall Ha 9TOM, CHOBa.”

“Torma cmenait uckmodenue cerongHsa?" Ce XoH roBopuil UCKpeHHM: "4 6eCIIOKO0ICh 0 CBoeM fasige. 5
6010Ch, BAPYT, KOIIKA 3alIPEITHET B KPOBATh ITOCPEOU HOUM. S X0Uy 3alIUTHUTh TBOIO 6€30MMacHOCTS".

Ce CroaH HETOHMMAIOIIe YCTAaBUJICS Ha HETO, YTO 3a CTPAHHYIO MPUYUHY IPUAYMaJ ero mIeMsHHUK!

Ko1rka ¢ KOTEHKOM TTOCEJIUIIMCh B er0 KOMHaTe. OTOT pe0eHOK, Belb, He MOXKET BCe BpeMsi OBITh €ro
“TenoxpaHuTteaeM”?

Ce X3H yxXKe j1eXaJjl B ero KpoBaTH, II0JIHOCTHIO 3aBEPHYBIINUCE B 0fes1710. OH BBIKIIIOYUII
IIPUKPOBATHYIO 1aMiy: "CIIOKOMHOU HOYH, O90s".

...... CIIOKOMHOU HOYH.”

Ce CroaH npourpain emy.

Ceropns, yuutens Ce He cMor u30exkaTh y4aCTU CIaTh B 0gHOU nocTenu ¢ Ce XaHOM. Y Hero 6510
O4YeHb CJI0KHOe HacTpoeHKe. OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €ro OTHOIIEHUS ¢ Ce X9HOM CIUIMIKOM OIU3KU. ITO
Hebe30IacHOe PacCTOSHNE 3aCTaBIIAIO er0 YyBCTBOBAThH Ce0sl HEJIOBKO, M OH CMYTHO YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO
Ce X9H cimumkoM 3a00TUIICS 0 HEM. A OHU [aXKe He CBSI3aHBl KPOBHEIMU Y3aMHU.

DOH OelCTBUTEIIBHO YCTaJll, © HE MOT ITPOJOOJI2KATh MEICIIUTE ACHO, IIO3TOMY OH TOXK€ 3aCHYIIL.

B03MO0KHO, 13-3a TOT0, YTO OH BHIIHJI CJIUIIKOM MHOTO BOOH BEYEPOM, OH BCTaJ IIOCPENH HOYH,
4yTOOB! CXOOUTH B TyaneT. OH BB U3 BaHHOU Cpa3y IIOCJie TOTr0, KaK CITyCTUJI BOLY. HO TyT
II0YyBCTBOBaJI KaKOe-TO CTpaHHOe [BUXKeHHe. OH OKUCKaJl HCTOUHUK 3BYKa, HO TOT BHE3aIHO
IPEKPATHUIICS. 3aTEM OH YBU[EJI, KaK U3 HUOTKY/Ja B TEMHOTE MOSIBUJTUCE [IBE SIPKHME TOYKH,
u3paroume caadbi 3BYK.

OH He Hagen 0YKOB U He BKIIIOYal JIaMITIO4YKY, HO 4epe3 OKHO ITPOHUKAII cnabrIii cBeT. B ero riasax
IMOSABUIIOCHE KAKO€-TO IIOMYTHEHNE, 1 KaKO€e-TO BpEeMA OH He MOT' CKa3aTh, OBIIIO JTH SAPKUX IIATEH OBa
WJIN YEeThIPE. BHe3amnHo oH yBHUEIL )IBI/I}KYH.II/IIZCH CBET, UCIIyTaJICA U UHCTUHKTUBHO CHOEJIaJl IIar
Haszafg. [Imevo YOapHuJIOCh O IIOJIKY Ha CTEHE.

OH 4To-TO COUII, ¥ pasfancs 3ByK “Xjon”. B TeMHOTe 3aBomuiIa KOIIKa, CJ1a0ki OTOHEK 3afipoxkKal u
OBICTPO KCUe3 U3 BUAY.

Komaunit Bomib?



3aTeM Ce CioaH BCIIOMHMII, YTO CETOMHS IPUIOTUII IBYX MaJleHbKUX OUKUX KoIlIeK. OH OblI
IenCTBUTEIbHO COUT ¢ TONKY. CroaH 3a0bIyI, YTO B KOMHATe ObUIM IBa MaJIeHbKUX 3BEPhKA, a TaKXKe,
YTO Hafo OBIIIO ITePEeHEeCTH SIIUK [IJI KOIIaYbero TyaseTa B BaHHYI0. KpoMe Toro, yepHas KOIIKa
TIOJIHOCTBIO CJIMBAaCh C TEMHOTOM B KOMHaTe. OH He cpa3y IOHSJI, YTO TOpsIre TOYKHU, ObLIH
KOIIIaYbMMH TJIa3aMH.

Hrak, CTPaHHOE OBU2KEHHUE-I3TO KOIIKA 3dKaIllbkIBajld KOITIAYXWY HAIIOITHUTEIb.

OH BcTaj mocpenu HOYM, 4TOOB CXOUTH B TyasleT, U KOIIKa Toxke. Kax[blil pa3, KOrjaa OH U KOIIKa
HEOXKUIAHHO BCTPEYasuCh, OH IPUXOIUII B 3aMeIIaTeIbCTRO.

[Ipou3BeneHHbINM UM 1IyM, BCTpeBOxKuUJI Ce X9Ha, U, OH BKJIIOYUJI CBET: “B ueM meno, Osams, 4To
CJIy4YUIoCh?"

YpesMepHO yuaneHHoe cepauebuenue Ce CloaHa elre He IIOJHOCTHIO YCIIOKOMJIOCH, U €r0 TeJ0 OBLI0
cnerka ocnabeBmuM: “Ax, Bce B IIOPSIOKE, 51 UCITYTaJICS KOIIKY.”

Korga Ce XaH mogpoImes, OH yBUAE YePHYI0 KOIIKY, CIlellallyio 00paTHO K KomaubeMy TyasneTy. OH,
BEPOSITHO, OoTrafacs, 4To npousoito. OH He CMOT caepkKaTh B3aoxa: "4 mIpoCcTo cKasajl, YTO Th
HYXKIaelIbCs B 3aluTe. 9 He UCIOIb3YI0 HU KaKo# Marud ... [louemy Obl Te6e OBITIO He BKITIOUUTH
CBET, KOTIa TH BCTAEIlb MoCpeqy Hounu?"”

“¢l 6osizics, YTO THI IIPOCHEIIbCS, €CJIU BKJIIOYUIIE CBET.”

“IIsime He BCe PaBHO, MPOCHYCH 51 Uy HeT?” Ce X9H OBl youBjeH: “Thl ¥ TaK HEe MOXKEIIb SICHO
BUJIETh, ¥ He BK/IIOYHUII CBeT. [[oHUMaenb HaCKOJILKO 3TO onacHO? Eciu TH ymagelsb, pa3Be 3TO He
HaMHOTO cephe3Hee, YeM pa30yauTs MeHs?”

Ce Croan nogymall, 4To He ynafeT Tak IpocTo. OH XUl 30eCh yKe HeKOTOPOe BpeMsi, U 0TYETIIUBO
TIOMHUJI TIJITaHUPOBKY foMa. [10X0f B TyasieT B TEMHOTE ... Pa3Be 9TO MOTIJIO BEI3BATh OOJIbIINE
mpobeMur? BepHo?

Ce X3H OOHST BelY, KOTOPHE OH YPOHWI, U MOJI0XKWUI UX HA MECTO, IOTOM IIPOTSHYJI PYKY U
obxBatun 3anscThe Ce XoHa: “Bo3Bparmaiics Ko cHy. Eciu oHa Tebs myraet, IycTh KOIIKa 3aBTpa
nmepebepeTcs B MOIO CIIaJIbHIO.”

“3T10 Hexopolo, He Tak nu? KoIka, KOTOpyio 5 momoOpan HoXKHa XKUTh CO MHOM, He BOJTHYHUCS ...”

“Ilsimst Bcerna MepBBIM AyMaeT O APYTHX JIIOASX, TOJIBKO, a He o cebe.”

Ce X3H cKasas 3To foBOIbHO 006uxkeHHO, Ce Cl0aH MOTy4YnI OT HeT0 HeOOBSICHUMEBIM YIIPEK, CXKal
IIaJIbIEl ¥ HEe CKa3asl HU CIIOBa.



KoIka y2ke CHOBa 3aCHYJIa, ¥ OH TOXKe JIeT Ha KPOBaTh, HO ORI TaK HAIyraH, YTO OH JOJITO HE MOT
3aCHYTb.

I[Tocne ToTrO, KaK OH CHOBA ITIOBEPHYJICS Ha 00K, OH BHe3alHO yciblal, Kak Ce X9H CIpalliBaer:
“[lsans He MOXKeT yCHYTh?"

“Hy, - Ce CroaH Obln 3aCTUTHYT BopoYaumMcs ¢ 60Ky Ha 60K, YyBCTBOBaJI ce0st HEMHOTO
CMyLIeHHEIM. "[IoueMy ThHI He 3acHynI?"

“TloToMy 4TO 5 3011 Ha CBOEro AsA0.”

Ce X3H IOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY U MMOCMOTPEN Ha Hero: "O4YeBUIHO, YTO TH TOT, 0 KOM HYKHO 3a00TUTHCS
OosmbIe Bcero. A THI mogBepraelib cedst 0ITaCHOCTH, ITOTOMY YTO OyMaellb 0 Apyrux. Pa3se aToro
HeIoCcTaTo4yHOo?”

Ce CroaH He 3HaJI CMeAThCI eMy WK I1akaTh. OH IOAyMasi, 4To THEB 9TOr0 pebeHKa NMeeT
CTpaHHbIe IPUYUHEL “f cTapiue Tebs, u s TBOU Osfsd. Pa3Be 3TO HENPaBUIBbHO - 3a60TUTHCS 0 Tebe?"

“ThI Bce ellle oOpalllaelbcsi o MHOM Kak ¢ pebeHKoM?” Ce X3H MOOABUHYJICS K HEMY €ro rojioc Obl
O4YeHb TUXUM, a OeIXaHue - 6;u3kuM: "Korga Tel Oyelns Ha MeHS Iojlarathes?”

B TemHoTe Ce CroaH He MOT SICHO BUIIETh €r0 JIUI0, He TOBOPS y2Ke 00 9MOLUsX B ero rina3ax. O
YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €T0 CJI0BA OTJIMYAIUCh OT OOBIYHEIX, U, KA3a/I0Ch, B HUX OBIJIO TaKOe TOHKOE
OILLyIIEeHHUE ... TOaBI€HHOCTH.

BHe3amHo mapeHb CxKaJjl ero 3amsCcThe, U TEeIJIO ero JIafoHU Iepenanock ero koxe. Ce XaH MPUMEHHUT
HeOOJIbIIYIO CUTTY, ¥ €T0 IaJIblibl OCTOPOXKHO HaflaBUIU Ha mynbc CloaHa, 3aCTaBIIsASI €70 YYBCTBOBATE,
KaK OH ObeTCs CHOBa U CHOBA.

Ce CroaH neITancs 60poThCs, HO y HETO HUYEro He mony4unock. Ce X9H, 04€BUIHO, HE TPUMEHSIT
HUKAKOM 0C000i CUJIBI, HO JAaBUJI CBOEH aypoil.[] ITO UyBCTBO TOTO, UTO OH CAEPKUBAETCS, 3aCTaBUIIO
nbixaHue CloaHa cllerKa IIpepBaThcs, OH 6ecCco3HaTeIbHO OTIPSHYII Ha3al, U eTo T0JIoC 3aApoxKal:
"...Ce XoH, THL.”

Ce X9H nepecTan IPUOBUTATLECS K HEMY, OCTaHOBUBIIKUCH BCETO B HECKOIBKUX CAaHTUMETPaxX OT HETO.
[Tockonbky Ce CroaH He MOT SICHO BUMIETh, OH He 3HaJl, Kak OJIM3KO0 K HeMy OBLI 3TOT IMapeHb, HO OH
YyBCTBOBAJ TEIJIOE ABIXaHUE, TIOCTOSTHHO KacaBIlleecs ero JInia.

Ce X9H ocTaBaJjICS TaK HEKOTOPOE BPeMS, CMOTPSI HAa HETO B TEMHOTE, 3aTeM OTIYCTUJI ETO PYKY,
IIOBEPHYJI F'OJI0OBY ¥ OTOABUHYJICA: “IlaBa craTh.”



Ce CroaH He MOT 3aCHYTh, HO OH OBIJT TAK CMYIIeH npou3oienmM. OH yBUIe, KaK IapeHb
TIOBEPHYJICS K HEMY CIIMHOM, IyMasi, YTO €T0 THEB He PacCesiCs, ¥ OH CKa3aJjl, YTOOhl YCIIOKOUTE ero:
"Torma ... 1 6yQy cTapaThCsl U30 BCeX CUII B OymymieM ... He cuutath Tebs pebeHKOM?”

Ce X3H HUYEro He CKa3aJl, HO CJlerka HeyBepPeHHO B3[MOXHYL.

B KoMHaTe ObIJI0 YIUBUTENIBHO TUXO. [Tocye Toro, Kak [0Iroe BpeMsi He OBITIO CIIBIIIIHO HUKaKUX
3ByKOB, Ce CloaH HakKOHeIl TI0YYBCTBOBAJI JIETKYIO COHNIUBOCTh. OH 3aKpHLT I'7la3a 1 0€CCO3HATENIEHO
HakIoHUNCS K Ce X9Hy, Kak MaJeHbKOe XXUBOTHOE, CTPeMsCh K Teruty. OH nonbuparncs Bce O6muxe u
OmuKe, MOKa HE YTKHYJCS JIOOM B €T0 IIeY0.

Ce XoH “HeMHOTO Ioen”.

OH 4yBCTBOBA MPUGIMKAIOIIEECs OhIXaHHEe MYXYKMHEI, TOT HEYBEPEHHO U OCTOPOXKHO HAKJIOHUJICS,
3aTeM MATKO YTKHYJICS €My B I1e40. IIpMKOCHOBEHHE B TEMHOTE, 3aCTABUIIO OLIYTUTE €T0 B NEeCITKH
pas cuibHEe.

Ce CroaH mpukarcs I00M K ero Ijiedy, ¥ CHOBa He ObIJI0 HUKAKOoro oBuxKeHus. Ce XoH HOJTO TEPIET,
HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB He yIepKaJics, MPUIIOMHSII I'0JIOBY ¥ BHUMATEIbHO BIISIEINICS B JIUIIO ASOH.
[Toxozxe, TOT 3aCHYJI, CBePHYBUINCH KaJTaUHKOM.

Ce XaH 6onbiie He MOT criaTh. OH IOXKaoBascs B Aylle Ha 6e30TBETCTBEHHOE MmoBeneHue CioaHa,
“HeoCO3HaHHO BO30ynu, a motoM yoexkan”. C HEOCO3HAHHOW MBIC/IBIO O MECTH B CEpAIlEe OH
IMIPOTSHYJ PYKY X HEZKHO ITPOBEJ MTalbllaMy 110 er0 JIHILY.

Ce CrioaH, BEPOSITHO, IIOYYBCTBOBAJI JIETKUY 3yl U MOMBITAJICS OTOABUHYTHCS, HO OH HE CMOT
n30exaTh KacaHusd. 3aTeM oH Oosbllle He aBurajcs. Kasanocs, oH cIal, ¥ Hajd HUM MOXKHO OBIJIO
U3[IeBaThCS 110 CBOEMY KeJIaHUIO.

Ce X3H He XOTeJl TaK JIeTKO OTIYCKATh CIsIIero aama0. OH IPUCTATbHO CMOTPEN eMY B JIUIIO, 3aTeM
BHE3aITHO TIOIIeBeINI KOHYMKAMHU TaJiblieB U MMOMMaJl IPSOb ero BOJIOC, KOTOpasl pa3MeTasach.

OH Me[IeHHO HaKJIOHUJICS 6MXKe K MyKUYKWHEe U I0YYBCTBOBAJ Cl1abblif apoMaT, UCXOIAIIUMN OT
BOJIOC. OTOT apoMaT NOOYAUJI ero IPOfoJIXKaTh IPUOINKATHCS, ITI0Ka NIPSAAb BOJIOC He IPUKOCHYIACh
K ero rybaMm u Ha Heil He OoTIiedyaTa’cs IOoLeyH.

OH OBIT TOX0XK Ha IeHKa, KOTOPHIY TallKOM JIM3HYJI JIUIIO0 CBOET0 X035IMHa, II0Ka TOT chai. B ero
rna3ax OblIO 4TO-TO 60JIee UHTEHCUBHOE, YTO HACUIBHO YAepkuBaso ero. OH He IPOpBasICcS Yepe3
TIOCJIEHUM TOHKUM CJIOM HaBaXX[eHMS, TOIBKO CJerKa IoIpo0oBai ero Ha BKYC.

lldans, Ka3anocs, He OBLT ITOJTHOCTBIO OCBEIOMIIEH O €T0 HaMEepEeHUuMX. Ho ecmu OBl OH 3alllesl CIUIIKOM
daJIeKO, TO PAa303JInUJI OBl ero.



Ce X3H CcXkaJl IPSOb BOJIOC, @ 3aTeM HEOXOTHO OTIYCTHUI. ET0 masnmbIlkl MPOIITKCH TI0 IeKe K Ty6aM.
['yOBI TAKOTO SPKOTO 1IBETa, KOTOPOTO YaCcTO HE XBAaTajo B OOBIYHEIE THH, OBITH YIUBUTEIBHO
MSATKHUMH Ha OLIyIb. Er0 KOHYMKY TajIbIleB OCTABaIKCh Ha Ty6ax JoIroe BpeMsi, HO, HAaKOHeII,
OTIYCTHIH
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