CTYHaﬂ II0 JIy2KaM, KOTOPEI€ €Ille He BBEICOXJIX II0CJIE JOXKIs, Mso H_IyaH, BBIM[IS 13 ITaJlaHKMHA,
ImociaegoBall 3a EBHYXOM I‘I}Ky BO ABOpeEI.

fIpKo-KpacHbIe CTeHBI ObIIM OMBITHI OCEHHUM foxKaeM. [TTafgkue CUHUEe KUPIUYHY IO HOTraMy OBLIH
TIOKPHITE TOHKKUM CJIOEM BOMEI, KOTOpPAs OTpaxkasa BeCh OBOPEIl, KakK 3epKaJio.

[To3gHee COJHIIE ellle He paccesiyio CHIPYIO MPOXJIafy mociie moxpas. Mso Illyan cyHynn pyKu B
pykaBa. bemasi 3Mest 00BUIIach BOKPYT €ro mpepmnneybs. Eil GbII0 TaK XOJIOMHO, YTO OHA BOOOIIE He
X0TeJla ABUTAThC.

«I'me ceryac Ero BennuecTBO?» -CIIPOCUIT OH.

«Ero BenuuecTBo B CBOUX IIOKOAX, OHU IIPSIMO Iepen HuM». EBHyX YKy cresan XXecT, yKa3bBas.

[Tokomu...

Pa3Be MiMmepaTop celiyac He [OKeH coOMpaThCs B CyA?

OpHakKo B OPUTHHAIBHOM pOMaHe TOBOPUIIOCEH, YTO UMIIEPATOP ObII TUPAHOM ¥ OH He JII00UI
TIOCeIaTh 3aCelaHus Cyda KaXKIblid MeHb. B pe3ynbTare, OHU IIPOBOJUIKNCH Pa3 B HECSITh JHEH UITU
Iaxke pas B MOJIMECSIA, YTO yKe CYUTAIIOCh JOOPOCOBECTHRIM. MMIiepaTop, BO3MOXKHO, CETOIHS
orgerxan... OH He OYeHb BHUMATEJIBHO TPOYUTAIT 3Ty YaCTh.

A KakK HacyeT IIPUOBOPHOM MONMUTHKU? JTO HaleKo He KyJIbTUBHPOBaHUe 6ECCMEPTHHIX U IEMOHOB.
Tex 3T0 He uHTepecyeT. CaMOT0 €ro 3TO B KHUTEe TOKe 0C0OeHHO He BOJIHOBAJIO, TOpas3fo UHTEpecHee
OBLIO UMTATh, KaK Te OBOE 3aHUMAIOTCS I000BLIO.

Xotst Msio IllyaH u mOArOTOBUIICS, MOPAIbHO, OH BCE PAaBHO HE CMOT CHepzXKaTh IofiepruBaHue Iyo,
KOTZla BCTPETHIICSI C UMIIEPATOPOM JIMYHO.

B cmanbHe Kypuics cragkui nafaH. [Ipexme yeM OHM MPUOIU3UIHUCh, OHU YCIIBIIIIAIN B3PhIB
cMexa, ITOX0XKHUHU Ha 3BOH CepeOpSHbIX KOJIOKOIbYUKOB. I'PyIIia IBOPIIOBHIX CIIYKAHOK OKpykKasia
UMIIepaTopa U urpajna ¢ HuM. MM BceM OBIIO JTeT MATHAAIATh-IIeCTHAAIIATD, ¥ Kaxkaas U3 HUX Oblyia
HeXHa, KaK Boja.

WmnepaTopy Li3u FOaHio u3 [TaioH OBUIO OBAOIATH CEMb JIET, ¥ OH BBITJISAEN KPACUBBEIM U
6maropogubiM. Ho, BO3MOKHO, 13-3a TOr0, 4To Msio IllyaH mpounTan OpUTHHAIBHBEIA POMAH, Y HETO
CJTI0KUJIOCh 0 HEM He O4YeHb Xopolee BredatieHne. OH 4YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO €T0 JPAKOHBS aypa He Onlia
II0X02Ka Ha HACTOSIIEro APaKoHa, a CKopee Ha raioKy, 3aMaCKHPOBAHHYIO IO HETO.

OH CMYTHO IIOMHMJI, YTO TOT OBIJT HETIOOMMBIM CHIHOM IIPEbIAYIIero UMIepaTopa, POXKIAEHHEIM OT
HAJIOXKHUIIB HU3KOT0 paHra. OgHAKO OH BHIUTPA KPOBaBYIO OMTBY 3a TPOH Or1aromapst CBOeH
OecromagHOCTH U XUTPOCTH. [Tocie TOro, Kak OH B30IIeJl Ha ITPECTOJI, OH YOUI BCeX CBOUX OpaTheB U



OMMXKAWIINX POJCTBEHHUKOB C TAKOM XKECTOKOCThIO, UTO 3TO BRITJISIAEIIO IIOKUPYIOIe JaxKe s
Brnapeiku 1eMOHOB. ['OBOPST, YTO B TOT IIEPUOM UMIIEPATOPCKUM ropoy OBIT 3aM0ITHEH TOPaMHU TPYIIOB
¥ 3aJTUT MOPEM KPOBH, a TEMHBIE Ty4YH HaBUCAJIK HaJl JBOPILIOM B TeUeHHEe HECKOJIbKUX MECSIIEB.

EnWHCTBEHHBIM, KTO BBIXKUJI, OBITT €70 MJIQMIIAM ¥ caMblii 6ecIione3Hb 6pat, 0 KoTopoM LI3u
FOaub 3a60TuNCSA C TOBEPXHOCTHOU OpaTCKOM 1I000BBI0 U YBaXKEHNEM, HO KOTOPHIM ITPEBPATUIICS B
feccepredyHoro BOJIOKHUTY.

OronneHue BO ABOPIE Pab0oTalo XOPOIIO, ¥ 3[eCh He YYBCTBOBAJIOCH XOJIOfia, IPUHECEHHOTO
noxpaeM. L[3u FOaHs, 1erkKo ofeTHIi, XOAU O0CUKOM 10 TeTIOMy He(PHUTOBOMY IIOJIy ¥ UTPaj C
IOBOPILIOBEIMU CITy2KaHKaMH, COBEPIIEHHO He 3aMedas Msio IllyaHa u eBHyxa Yxy.

OH He CMOTpeJ B UX CTOPOHY, a Ms0 IllyaH ToxKe HI4Yero He TOBOPHUJI, IPOCTO CTOSJ BO BHEIIHEU
KOMHATE U CJIeIAJI 38 HUM C YJILIOKOM.

[Tocrne TOro, Kak €ro Ha JOJIroe BpeMsl OCTaBu/iu 03 BHUMaHUS, eBHYX YKy BHILIET BIlepeld, YTOOB
HAIIOMHUTL: «Balie BenuuecTBo, 30eCh HaXOOUTCS BEJIMKUM IIaMaH».

[13u FOaHb OTKYyCUI KyCOU€eK 3acaxapeHHOro (pyKTa, KOTOPHY eMy II0fala ABOPIoBas CIyXaHKa,
OTIHJI TJIOTOK 4as U3 PYK APyrou, mocMorpesn Ha Mso IllyaHa u MaxHyJI pyKOH, II03BOJIAA [eBYIIKaM
YUTH.

IIBOPLIOBEIE CITY2KaHKY OfHA 3@ APYTOM BBIIUIM, U B UMIIEPATOPCKUX MOKOSTX HAKOHEI] BOIlapUIach
tuirHa. 1131 FOaub HeOpeKHO cell Ha KYIIETKY U IPUKa3all eBHYXY, IPUCITYKUBABLIEMY €MY,
TIOTYIIUThL OTHEHHYIO yaury: «Benukull mamaHs, Kak Tl ce0s1 YyBCTBYEIIb ITOCIe ABYX AHeH Opaka?»

Mso Illyan HeOpeKHO CII0XKUM TafloHX Ha Ipynu: «bpak, mapoBaHHEHIM Ero BenndecTBowM,
€CTEeCTBEHHO XOPOIII».

«Kak TeI cmeelnb!» EBHyx YUXy Brlpyrancs: «Kak Thl cMeels He IIPEKJIOHUTh KOJIEHH, KOoTaa
obpataenibcs K Ero BenuaectBy?!»

«0, He HyXkHO OBITh BeXXTUBEIM», — 1]3u FOaHb 3aMaxan pykamu. «Benukuil maman — Msio,
TIOHSITHO, YTO OH He IIPUBHIK K HAIIeMY XaHbCKOMY 3TUKETY .

EBnyx Uxy O6pocun Ha Mso lllyana cepauThIil B3TIAL, @ 3aTeM C y/IBIOKOM Ha JIUle TOJIbCTUIL
uMIepaTopy: «Baire BenuyecTBo BeTMKOAYIIEH U f0OD, OH He CTaHeT 0ECIIOKOUTHCS O
HeIOCIIyLIIaHUY HEKOTOPHIX JIIO[En».

Mso Illyan cnerka nIpumopHsI OpoBH.

BenukogyurHeii u JoOPHIH?



«Benmukui 11aMaH, Kak MPOABUTAETCS 3alaHue, KOTOPOoe s Te0e mopydun?»

«f ompaBgan moBepue Ero BenuuecTtBa».

L13u FOaHb He Mor He yaeIOHYThCS, HO Msio lllyan MensieHHO f0o0aBuI BTOPYIO MOJIOBUHY: «ITO
cBepmmmBLIMiics GakT, Opak ¢ renepanom Lu monTBepxkaeH. [eHepan CONPOTUBIACS Ha CI0BaX, HO
ero TeJio OBITI0 OueHb YeCTHEIM. OH 60POJICS CO MHOM IIOJIOBUHY HOYH, YTO OBIJIO A€W CTBUTENIBHO
IIPUSATHO».

3u FOaHb: «...»

EBHyX UXy: «...»

BpoBu uMnepaTopa HeyAepKUMO OPOTHYIIM, U €T0 JIUI0 BHE3AITHO TOTEeMHENIO: «f Te6s1 00 3TOM He
CIIpalIBa.».

OH X0n0mHO IIOCMOTPEJI Ha 0eJI0BOJIOCOT0 YeIoBeKa 1 TEePIIEeJInNBO CIIPOCHUIT: «ThI Y3Hall O
MECTOHaXO0XIOEeHNE CBAIIEHHOT'O FY?»

Msio Illyan criokorHO O0TBeTTNI: «[IoKa HET».

IMansusl 113u KaHs, mepkaBIlixe YalllKy, BHE3AMMHO HAIPSTIUCE, ¥ Ha IIOBEPXHOCTH IIPO3PAYHOT0
yasi MOSIBUIACH PSIOb.

Mso Illyan MrHOBEHHO II0YyBCTBOBAJ OOJIb.

Benast 3Mesi, 00BUBIIAsiCS BOKPYT €ro PYKH, KPEIKO CKKUMaJlla ero ¥ cTpafiaia OT Toi ke 60u, 4To
1 oH. OmyIieHne ONacHOM IJIS XKU3HU OTPABJISAIONIEH peakiuu ObIII0 MyYUTEIbHBIM, SIHOBUTHIE YEPBU
B €ro Tejie 3a6eCIIOKOUINCE, ¥ BHYTPU MTOAHUMAJICS HeOObSICHUMBIN CTpax, Kak OyYOTO BOT-BOT
MoJIKHa OblyTa MIPOU30UTH KaTacTpoda.

[I3u FOaHb mornaauil KpacHyo POOUHKY Ha 3allsCcThe — TaM Oblza 3alevyaTaHa Kalljs KPOBU
Kopons I'y. Hel Ha ero nulle uc4es, U OH MATKO U30THYI O0poBu: «Thl UIyTHIIL, Benukui maman?»

OTa yneibKa OblJIa HACTOIBKO KYTKOHM, 4TO Jaxke eBHYX YKy B3OPOTHYI U OBICTPO OMYCTHUI TOJIOBY.

Barre BenmuecTBo Bcerpa Tak yiei0asncs, KOrfa X0TesI KOro-To yOuTs.

Bonb B eTo Tejle CTAHOBUIIACh BCe CUbHee, u Msio IllyaH He MOT He MTPOK/IMHATD PO ce6st CIoKeT
OPUTHHATILHOT0 poMaHa. IT0CKOIbKY OH Ipeaioxui KpoBb Kopois I'y, oH monxkeH OBl OBITh
abcomoTHo nmpenaH 113u F0anto. Ecnu 6v1 y Hero OBI7I0 XOTh Masielilliee HaMepPeHUe COITPOTUBIISITHCS,



OH OBI MCITKITAJT Ha ce0e OTBETHHIM yHap U BhIHEC 00/b THICSY [y, Tep3aloIuX ero cepaie.

Ho sTa maneHbKas 60J1b... FOpa3/o MeHbIle TOM KOTOPYIO MPUYKUHUI eMy beccMmepTHElil Bo fHE.

Bripaxenue Mso [llyana nmuiia He ©U3MeHUJIOCh: «JIogu Ballero BenuyecTBa monpaliudBany
reHepara Llu B TeueHUe Tpex MeCSALEeB U He CMOTJIM 3aCTaBUTh €r0 TOBOPUTS, a BEL 1ajIi MHE TOJIBKO
IBa nHs. Pa3Be 9T0 HEMHOI0 HEPa3yMHO?»

BBIpa}KeHI/Ie JIUIa ]_[31/1 KOaHs cMsarymmocs, U OH B3OOXHYIT: «d IIOTOPOITHUJICS».

«Ho moe Tepnenne He 6e3rpaHnyHO. Pa3 Benukuil aMaH TaK YBepeH, YTO CMOXKET 3aCTaBUTh Llu
fHS 3arOBOPUTH, TToYeMy Obl eMy He faTh MHEe KOHKPETHBIM CPOK?»

Mso llyaH HEABYCMEBICTIEHHO YIIBIOHYIICS: «¢ He MOTY BaM €ro JaTh».

«Bare BenryectBo». EBHYX YKy 0CTOPOXKHO KOCHYJICS MAaHTHUU UMIIepaTopa U MPOIIeNTall eMy Ha
yxo: «I[To-MoeMy, BeNUKHUY Il1aMaH, oOMaHbIBaeT Baiie BenuuecTBo. B 3Tu mHu 51 OB B moMecThe Lu
¥ BUZEJI, YTO OH XOPOII0 3a00THICs 0 HeM. Y g HU pa3y He CIbIIIaj, YToOk OH CIIpallniBajl reHepasa
u o CeamierHOM ['y».

[13u FOanb mogusin 6poBu: «O?»

Mso Ilyan 6bl71 0O4eHb 03afayeH: «IIoYeMy Thl TaK F'OBOPHUILL, EBHYX?»

He moxupasick 0TBeTa, OH nepeBen B3rnan Ha 1[3u FOans: «Bame BenuuecTso, rereparn Lu Aub
IIoABeprascs IMBITKaM B TeUeHUe TPeX MeCSIeB U He mpu3dHasncsad. O4eBUAHO, YTO OH KPEMKUi
opetek. OObIYHBIE METOMH OOJIBINE HE MPUMEHUMEL. {1 X04y CHaudasa nmogobpaThCs K HeMy OOIuKe
Y TI03BOJIUTH €My 0CJTabuTh OOUTENTbHOCTE. S He ynoMuHam o CesimieHHOM ['y B TeYeHUe MOCIeqHUX
IOBYX OHEMU, TOTOMY YTO He XOTeJI, YTOOBI OH YTO-TO 3ATOH03PHUII.

B TOT meHb y MeHs1 OB CIIOP C eBHYXOM YKy B 0COOHSIKe reHepasa. f pemus, 4To 3To ObUT pUKa3
BAIlleT0 BEJIMYECTBA IMO3BOIMThL €BHYXY YKy ITOMOYb MHe. ¢ 3aIuina reiepana, 1 TOT IOgyMal, 4TO
s Ha ero CTOPOHE.

[ToueMy eBHyX UKy ceronHs 00OBUHSIET MeHA? {1 HEIIPaBUIIBHO BCE ITOHAT?»

Kaxk TOIBKO 3TH CJI0Ba IIPO3ByYaJly, TUI0 eBHyXa YXKy TYT Ke U3MEHUJIOCh: «Ballle BennuyecTso,
9TOT CTaphIi CIIyTa...»
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