IleHb eIle 3aCThII B CyMepPKax, He00 CIIOBHO 3aTSHYJI0 TOHKUMU 00JTaKaMM, KOTOPhIe TIOYTH CKPBIIH
c060¥ TOJIBKO YTO SIPKO CBETSINyIOCs nyHy. O61aKa IJIBIIY B BHIIIMHE, W BCJIEM 3a 3TUM SIBIEGHHMEM B
HEeTIPOTJISITHOM ThMe IBa Oepera BMecTe ¢ pekoit OMaH mpuoOpeIu CMyTHEIE OYePTaHUsI, CJIOBHO
IIpu3payvHble CUITY3TH, faXKe TOPHbIe XPeOTH, TIHYIINECS BOTHUCTOM NUHUEN, OBIIN CII0XKHO
Pa3Iu4YUMEI T71a3y.

Llro JIaHb u oCcTabHBEIE CIIYKAHKY IIPOCIIEIOBAJIM 3a KHS3eM B IIOKOH, fabul moMoub Ero CBeTmoctu
IIepEONIeThCS, TOJINA AEeBYIIEK eiCTBOBAIa paCTOPOIIHO U BCKOpe, M03ab0TUBIINCE KaK Hafo,
ynoxwuna ero cnatk. Ceitdac KyH Xy He fexXypus, TeM He MeHee L110 JlaHb HaMepeBaach 0CTaTbCA
CHapyXKU KHSIKECKHUX IIOKOEB, 0XKHKOasi, YTO KHSI3b MUH B /1000e BpeMs €€ I030BET, caM ke OaH
Mus, noHMMas, YTO IapoyKa HelaBHO II0KEHUJIacCh, ¥ IOTOMY He XeJlasd IOPTUTh ux ¢ 2KyH Xy
OTHOILIEHHUSI, OTOCJIAJ CITy2KaHKY, 0CTaBuB npu cebe Tombko Lo H0a.

Lo 109, ycnbimaB mprka3s, mocMoTpena Ha Lo Jlans, 3aTeM nepeBesia B3risan Ha JIo FOHA, KOTOPEIM
IoJKeH ObLI OCTaThCSl B CaMOM KOMHATe, ¥ TOJIHKO 3aTeM C KpaiiHe YIUBIIEHHBIM JIUILIOM, TIOX0XKE,
BOJIeN-HEBOJIeW KUBHYIA:

— Bamma ciykaHKa IIOHATIA.

CaMBIM PagoCTHHIM OKa3asics 2KyH Xy, ¥ XOTb OH He pacCMesiyICs, BOT TOJILKO TJla3a ero BHIIATH,
HATIOJIHUBIIKCH PAIOCThI0, K TOMY 2ke cToumo Lo FOs cimerka KuBHYTh, Kak 2KyH Xy HaIlOPHUCTO
00MOJIBUJICS:

— Ilpemuoro 6maromapes. — U, B3sB Lo Jlanb mom pyKy, OBICTPHIM IIAaTOM HAIIPaBUIICS IIPOYb U3
KOMHATHI.

'naps Ha CUyaT yhasnsiomiencs napouku, ®sH MuH ¢ ynbI0KOW ITOKavasl roJoBOM:

— U BupsiMb TOTPeOHOCTE B €fie ¥ IJIOTCKUX yTeXax — ecTecTBeHHa[1].

Emé He cTuxu cnoBa, Kak Lo KO3, BEITSHYB Oelble, CTIOBHO He(PUT, HEKHBIE PYKH, YKpblsia Ero
CBeTJIOCTh BAaTHEIM OMEesIIOM:

— IoOpoit HouH, KHSA310 MUHY Hy>KHO CKOpEee 3achlaTh, MHaye 3aBTpa IOf rja3aMu OyOyT CUHSKY.
He Goutecs, uyto Illy-Ban u3 TyH cTaHeT Hag BaMu IIyTUTDH?

CnoBHO pasrisfeB, C KaKOW HeOX0TOM BHIONHSAET paboTy Lo KO3, JIo FOHL 6e39Mo1MOHaTEHO
HapYILIUI MOT4YaHue:

— Ioiimy cpenato 06xof. — W MOKUHYJTT OTIOYHBAIBHIO.

®3H MuH ynércs, no3Bonsgs Lo KO3 moMoub TIIaTeabHO NOOOTKHYTh CO BCEX CTOPOH OfEesi0, MATKO
COBETYS:



— Ha camoM penie OH 04€Hb XOpOI.T.II/II7I, K 9eMy OeJIbIMU JHAMU 06paI.T.IaTBCH C HUM CTpOTO?

Ha uTO meByllka U3yMJIEHHO ITepeCIPOCHIa:

— 41 obparaiock ¢ HUM CcTporo? Kus3i MuHy cTOUT OBITH HECKOJIBKO BHUMATEJIbHEE, BEOb 3TO OH KO
MHe TaK o0palaeTcsi, — OTBe[s B3TJISI U HANyB I'yOKHU, YIIPeKHYa OeByIlKa. — K ueMy mnpu MHe
ynoMuHaeTe 0 HEM? Hu B KoeM clly4ae He yUuTeCh AypHHIM MaHepaM Lo Cun. Bcé, xBaTut
HEIIPUCTOMHOCTEH, BhI OMKHEL KaK ClIeAyeT BhICIIaThCS.

PacTopomHO m03a00TUBINKCE ¥ TOCOBETOBAB, CIIyKaHKa 3aTYIIUIa CTOSIIYIO Y U3TOJIOBbS CBEYY,
JIVIITH OCTABUB Y BXOMHOW OBEPU YallledKy CO C1ab0 Meplaiolleil TaMIIOH, TOCIe Yero BEICKOIb3HYIa
3a JBepb.

®3H MuH nexaln B KpOBaTH U, BOCIIOIH30BABIIKACH TEM, UTO BOKPYT HU AYIIH, BOIBHO U IIPOTSIKHO
B3[IOXHYL.

IelicTBuTeNnbHO He cnenyet! Hu B KoeM ciydae He cienyeT Bo BpeMs Oecepi ¢ LluH YKaHOM IIUTH
Jaiu.

ViMeHHO ce¥4ac, BHIIIUB KPEIKOT0 4as, KHA3b OBl 6opee, 4eM JIHEM, a COHIMBOCTh KaK PYKOH
CHSIJIO.

W oH HeoXHKOaHHO... BHOBb Haual BCIIOMMHATDL 3TOTO THUIIA...

«XKyH Ta#s... BoamyTtuTtensHblii uMmnepatrop Cunsi... ZKyH TsHB, TTle Th cedyac, 4yeM 3aHAT? B
Yka0031 unu roe-HuOyas eme? He 3Hato0, BUmesCs MU TH ¢ IpuHIleccor Y:Ka069i, a S BCTPETHUIICS C
«HeXeJlaHHBIM rocygapem» [y ®3HoM, U3 yCT KOTOPOTO YCIBIIIaI NCTOPUIO IPUHIIECCH YkKao03i. A
ele 9 Hay4uics UrpaTh Ha QrenTe...»

He BhIiepkaB, KHSI3b C TUXUM IIypILIaHUEM Ofiesifia O IPOCTHIHDL ITePEeBEPHYIICH.

He gywmaii...

OH HEeMHOTO CKy4aJl, HO MBICJIH UJIX BCE K€ TOCKA HeBHIHOCKMOM 00JIbI0 CKPYTUJIUCE B TPYIU.

Camoe m0X0€, 9YTO Hecsla B cebe TEMHAst HOYb, — 3TO YyBCTBO IIYCTOTHl B TOCTEJH, KaK Cerldac;
Ka3aJI0Ch, MaXke ero, KHs3s, B Hel He OBIJI0, IPUCYTCTBOBA TOIBKO JIETKUH ITYyTAIOIIUN XOJIOI.

@31 MuH u BIIPSAMb HEMHOT'O UCIIyTaJICsA, BEOb €TI0 TEJI0, KOHEYHO XK€, YK€ NaBHO ITPUBEIKIIO K
JIaCKaM }KYH TsHs, KOTOpBIﬁ 3aCTaBJIAJI IOHOITY HEBEIHOCUMO CTOHATE.



[lTexka, 11est, TPyOb, HUXKE TMOSCHUIIEL... KaXkas yacTU4YKa Tejla XpaHusa riyboKyio TocKy 1mo XKyH
TsHIO, TOMUTENBHO 0KUAs, YTO €II€ MIHOBEHNE — U MTapa HaIOJIHEHHBIX BOJIIIEOHEIMU YapaMu PyK
O00HMMET, ofapuBasi HEKHBIMU U 3a00TIUBLIMYU JTACKAMHU.

Tak 651107

U ®sa MuH 71eroHbKO majablieM CKOJIb3HYII 110 IieKe. YyBCTBYS, HaCKOJIBKO OHa HeXHas, Ero
CBeTI0CTh HEMHOT'O OKMBHUJICS: BEPOSATHO, Koraa 2KyH TSHb mOTparuBajcs [0 ero JIMlia, ToXKe
YyBCTBOBaJ CIIOKOUCTBUE.

KH$13p CHOBa mpuXKai NafoHb K JIUIy ¥, 3aKPHIB I'1a3a, IPeACTaBUIl, YTO €ro MorjiaxxmuBaeT
MOTYIIECTBEHHHBIN U BhIfaowuics ummnepatop Cunau. ['nasza 2KyH TsgHSA B TEMHOTE MOTJIM CBEPKATh;
®sr MuH BHe3aIlHO BCIIOMHHUJI, YTO HUKOTIa He pa3roBapuBai ¢ 2KyH TsHeM 006 3TOM, OH YyBCTBOBAJI
B YEPHBIX, KaK CMOJIb, T/Ia3ax MYKUMHE HeOORIKHOBEHHYIO TPOTaTENIbHOCTD, 60jiee TOro, eMy 04eHb
HPaBUJIOCh, KOTa B3TJIAA 3TOr0 MOJIOAOT0 UMIIepaTopa U3 XUIIHOTO U3pefKa CTAHOBUJICST MATKUM.
Taky10 MATKOCTB, K CHACTBIO, MaJio KTO MOT YBUMETh.

JIErKoe coxKajleHHle OXBaTUJIO AyIIy — II0YeMy OH HUKOTZa He TOBOpUJ 06 3TOM, Haxodsch ¢ 2KyH
TsaHeMm Haeguue?

— Bynb THI 3mech, s MoT OB HArOBOPUTH Tebe 0YeHb ¥ 0YEeHb MHOTO CJIafKUX pedei, — rOBOPHUI
KHSI3b B BO3YX BCE, YTO TAUJIOCh rITy0O0KO B AyIie. ['o10c mpu 3TOM 3By4arsl JJaCKOBO, @ MHOTHA C
rny0OKuM yIIpPEKOM, cJI0BHO Ero CBeTIOCTh KanpusHuyar.

Ot mogo6HOr0 ®3H MUH HEMHOTO UCITyTaJIC.

Ax... KTo 65l MOT ITOlyMaTh, UTO 3aTPOHETCS HecYacTHas TI000Bb.

Ho BCcKOpe OH BHOBbL HayaJsl pacIyTHO 6e300pa3uuyaTth, 6e3xkanocTHo fyMmas: «HecyacTHas m1060Bb
€CTh HecyacTHas 000Bb, HET, MOXKET ObITh, CEYac OH TOXKe fiyMaeT 000 MHe, TO eCTh iyMaeT He
mepecTaBasi».

[TomaBnsieMasi OYeHb HOJITOE BPEMS TOCKA MEPETOIHIIIa TPYAb, YBEIUYUBASICh ¥ IIPUHOCS 00JIb, B
INaHHYI0 MUHYTY OH OTYassHHO X0TeJ1, 4ToOk 2KyH TsHb 0Ka3ascs psimoM.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB OH TIOHKMaJI, YTO C CaMOT0 Hayajla My4YUTeIbHO CIePKHUBAJICS, HO IIOCTOSHHO JyMaJl
0 XKyu Tare. CMyTHO gorapgbBasich, moueMy JKyH TsIHb TOBOPHJI, YTO BO BPEMS pacCTaBaHUS MBICIIH
MOTYT IIPUHOCUTH HECTEPIIUMYIO 00JIb, IUIIL Celiyac, OXBaUeHHBIN 3TO0 camMoit 60bio, ®au MuH cTan
TIOTJIaXKUBaTh ce0s1, mabkl YHATH THeTYyIIee 4yBCTBO. Ho BCE OblI0 6e3yCIIelHo.

['ma3a OBIIM TIJIOTHO 3aKPHITHL, @ [AbIXaHWEe YYaCTHUIIOCh, ¥ CITyCTS JOJITO€ BPeMs KHSI3b BHE3AIHO
yOouBHUIICS, 00HAPYKUB, YeM UMEHHO 3aHAT ceidac; pyKa, 4To JlacKaJia Tejo, 3actaBuna Ero
CBeTJIOCTh 3a7UTLCS. KPACKOM CTHIIa, OODHAKO TEJIO OTPEarupoBasio KpalHe cTpaHHO. KHS3b He TO



yTOOHI ce0s He yTeiall, BOT TOJIEKO OH KpaﬁHe PenKo UCIIBITEIBAJI CTOJIb «CIIEITHOE 2KeJTaHue».

«KoneuHo xe 370 2KyH TsHb TaK CUJIBHO pa3BpaTU/I MEeHs!» — UCHBITEIBasg CMECh 3MOLIUY, pyrail
Monogoro MmyxuuHy ®s1 MuH u, KpacHes, BHOBb 3a[BUrajl PyKOM.

Brino OB 3aMedaTenbHO... OKaXKKUCh 3uech 2KyH TSAHb.

«YTemasi» Ipoxkalllee TeJo, KHSI3b elllé 00JIbIlle YyBCTBOBA IIeYallb.

Bo BCSIKOM cllyyae HUKOT'O B KQlOTe HET, KpOMe HelPOTISIAHOM ThMBI, TOTOMY OBbIIO HEBAXKHO,
SBsCSA nu oH, ®3H MuH, ceidac KHI3eM CHISM UM K€ MOJIOOEIM roCIioguHoM poma Cso!

Korga XKyu TgHsa HET pgamoM, oH Uik OefHBIN 1 He3amaunuBelii ®oH MuH, He Goree...

XKyH Taub! XKyH TaHb!

[IBUKeHUST YCKOPUIIUCDH; HU Ha BOJIOC He TIOHKMMas, HAaCKOJIbKO Celdac ero JIUI0 BHITISAOUT
TPOTaTeJIbHO, YKe JONIroe BpeMs caepxuBamimui ceds @90 MUH 04eHb CKOPO U SPOCTHO
3aTpeneTan BCEM TEJIOM U, B OTYAasTHUU OTKUHYB I'OJI0OBY Ha3af, B BO3AYX €Jle CIIBIIIHO BEIKPUKHYII:
«2KyH TgHB!», @ 3aTEM, TOPSIY0 ¥ IPOTSIKHO IPOCTOHAB, MEJIJIEHHO Pacciiabuil H30THYBIIYIOCS AYTOu
CIIUHY.

Ha namonu ocranoch numnkoe 6emécoe ceMs. A caM KHS3b TUXO0 paciiakancs. [I030pHO U coxaresl...
OnuHOUYeCTBO, IpsAUylieecs B IIIyOuHe cepalia, ¥ TOCKa, KOTOPYIO Hellb3sl OBLIO T0Ka3hbiBaTh,
3aIOJTHUIIN €T0 ¥ KPenko cTucHyu. ®3u MuH, 3aKycus ry0y, C TOJIOBOM 3aphUICS B OTPOMHOE BaTHOE
OZesIO0 U, CBEPHYBLINCH KaJTaYMKOM, 3aTJIyLINI COOCTBEHHBIH II1ay.

OH 6osi1cs, 9TO HaxomsImasics cHapyxu Lo KO3 yCbIIIUT, a eCu 3TO MPOU30UIET, TO HEIIPEMEHHO
BOPBETCS C BOIIPOCOM: «YUTO CITy4MJIOCh?», ¥ €CJIU OHA [orafaeTcs, TO He UCKIII0UeHa BO3MOXKHOCTE,
YTO U OCTaJIbHBIE IPUMYATCS ¥ HAUYHYT yTellaTh HECKOJIbKO IHEeHN KpSmy.

Hy yx Het! Beb 0H — KH513b MuH u3 Cumnsii, Monofoi rocnogut poga Csio, ropaenuBo[2] cugsmmi
nopje uMnepatopa Cumsu.

Hewn3sBecTHO, CKONBKO OH mpornakan — caM OsH MuH Mpearnoaoxuil, YTo HeJolIro — Ho,
IIOYYBCTBOBAB, UTO 3afbIXaeTCs MmMof ofesanoM, Ero CBeTIOCTh Clerka BEICYHYI TOOBY U IPUOTKPHIT
YyTh-4yTh BEKH, BHE3AITHO B3IJISI[ CTaJI IPUCTAILHEIM, a TJla3a YyTh HE BHIJIE3NIH U3 OPOUT.

— Tol... Tol mOYEMY 30€CH?

CHIBHO MCIIYTaBIIKCh, A YTO YK TaM, IPUMIS B yKaC, YTO €T0 CTOJIb MOCTEIIHOE 3aHITHE KTO-TO
Bupesn, ®3H MuH 3agan BOIPOC MpeHeOPeRKUTENIbHO U 0YeHb KOJIKO, HACTOJIBKO, YTO TOJIOC OOJIbIIIe He



3By4aJl MEJIOMUYHO, KaK 3TO OBIITO paHee.

EnwHCTBEHHBIN 0TOIECK CBETA, UCXOOSINUH OT JIAMITBI, TOPSIIeH BO MpakKe KOMHATHI, Iajaa Ha
CUOSIINY TTepel KpOBaThI0 CUITY3T, KOTOPHIM ¥ B TEMHOTE MOXKHO OBLIIO y3HATh: UM OKa3asics JIo
HOus.

Heyxenu oH Bce Bupmen? Wnu cneiman?

MomnganuBo cupsanmy mox otbaeckamu namisl JIo FOHB, 00XBaTUB Med, HaXOOUJICS Y U3T0JIOBbS
KPOBaTU B CBOEM OOLIYHOM 1103€, ellé 00IbIlle HallOMUHAas HETIOOBUXKHYIO ¥ XOJIOIHYIO CTATYIO.

— Trl Korga nmpumeén? — podko cmepun B3rnsgoM Jlo KOus ®an MuH.

Ha camoMm [fefne B3TNIIIOM HUYET0 HeNlb3st OBIIO OKMHYTh, TaK KaK CBET JIAMIIEI TOPEJT TYCKJIO, OY€Hb
cnabo 03apsst UL TETOXPaHUTES.

— Tonpko 4TO, — BHIILTIOHYJI[ 3] Hepa3roBopuuBkli JIo KOHB.

Tonpko uto? Korga TonpKo 4T0?

Cepmire CITOBHO KTO-TO CHABUIL.

Y nagHO OBI €N CBUETENIEM OKa3aJicst KTO-HuOymb apyro#, Ho JIo FOHB, 9TOT TuI, 60I0CH, YTO...

KH$3b K[asm CJI0BHO MPUT0BOPa, &K mas, uTo JIo OB ckaxkeT 4yTo-HUOYOb, HO faXke Yyepe3 JOoJIroe
BpPEeMsI IOHOIIIa ¥ PTa He PaCKpPHII.

®3H MuH gymarn cupsataThCd IIOL OfesiyioM, Ka3anock, JIo KOs Hudero He 3HaeT. [10CKONbKY
MOJIOZION Y€eJIOBEK SBJISAJICS JIIOOUTEIEM OTITyCKATh A3BUTENbHEIE (PA304YKY B €ro0, KHSI39 MuHa,
CTOPOHY U HU B KOEM CJIy4dae He YIyCTUJ Obl TAKOTO OTJIMYHOTO ITaHCa.

@3 MUH He3aMeTHO B3[[OXHYJI C 00JIeTYeHNEM, HO BHE3AITHO ITOCIBIIIAJICS IIIOPOX U YTO-TO OBIIO
OpollleHo Ha ero MoayIKy. KHs3b HEHAMIONTOo OlLieTIeHe I, IPOTAHYJ PYKY, Tporas, — MSATKO. TKaHb?

— BEITpU-BHITPH.

— Ux?

— He BrITpems? — paBHOAyIIHO cupocul Jlo FOHE.



Mogar «3apaboTtas», BKI049as KPaCHEIM CBET U 3acTaisis Ero CBETIOCT YyTh HE CTOPETh CO CTHIAA.

JIu1o 3aropesnock Tak, 6yTo ero MPUCIOHUIIH K IYXOBKE; CITYCTSI 0YeHb JOJIT0e BPpeMs KHS3b BCE XKe
Habpascs MyKeCTBEHHOCTH U, BLICBOOOOUB PYKY, CXBATHJI ITOJIOTEHIIE ¥ CJIOBHO OaHOUT CIIEIIHO
TIOTSIHYJI €0 TOJT Ofesiyo, Thae ORICTPO 00TEDP cebsi, ¥ TaK Ke MOCIEIIHO BHKHUHYIT MaXPOBYIO TKaHb.
[Tocre yero 3apswljics MOM OHESIIO C TOJIOBOM, KaK chean Obl CTpayc.

«HW cHoBa B 3aTpynHUTeNbHOM nonoxeHuu! Jlo FOHb Ha camMoM fiefie MeHS YXKacHO IIpe3upaeT, KpoMe
toro, ripu JIo FOHe... 310 caMoe... 1a4a, BEIKPUKHYJ UM KyH TaHd...»

— Tel... — ®3H MUH Me[JIeHHO BEICYHYJICS U3 «yOEeXHUIa» U IIeI0TOM CIIPOCHUTI CUOSIIETO K HEMY
cnuHou JIo FOHsA: — Thl BeIb HUKOMY He CKaXKellb?

— YTO HUKOMY He CKaxy?

YcnrimaB 3ty crioBa, ®3H MuH He3aMeTHO B3[IOXHYII ¢ o6reruenueM. Yepes Kakoe-TO BpeMs KHSI3b
CMeHU ynoOHOoe ToJI0kKeHNe 1, 00HAB IOAYILIKY, IOACYHYJI IO IIEKY:

— JIo FOHB, MHOTHA S CUMTA0, YTO ThI IEMCTBUTENIBHO... OUEHb XOPOIIHHM... I JyMalo... — CJIOBa He
yCIIeJIM CTUXHYTh, KaK BHE3aIlHBIM U B TO XK€ BpeMs pe3KUU yaap HeoXKUAaHHO mpepBai Ero
CBeT/IOoCTb.

I'poxot! Tpeck nomaroimierocs gepesa! I'poxot! Pa3gancs ymap, cnoBHO packat rpoma! M Takoi
yKaCHBIY 3BYK pa3faBajics 6€30CTaHOBOYHO, KaK OyATO AKOHKA HaJjieTesla Ha YTO-TO, OTYETO
TPSIXHYJO TaK, 4To ®3H MUH 4yTh HEe CBaJIUJICI C KPOBaTH.

BHe3anHbIN KPHK IIPOH3MUJI HOYHOE Hebo. Crosimas B KOMHATe JaMIia OIIPOKMWHYIIACh, 1 (I)I/ITI/IJ'IB oT
yoapa 00 II0J1 COBCEM IIOTac. BOHapI/IHaCB TbMa.

Ero CBeTJIOCTh CIIEIIHO IIEPEBEPHYJIICS U €1I€ He YCIIeN BRISCHUTD B YEM fieno, Kak JIo FOHB copBancs
C MecTa U, OTSAHYB Ha ce0s1 ®P3H MuHa, 3aCTaBUJI TOAHATHCS C ITOCTEJIH, TTOCTIE YeTO CIeIIHO KUHY I
Ha T'0JI0BY KHA34 HAaKUIKY, XOTOOHO KPUKHYB:

— Hapegaii.

Haxkownern IIpunsa B cebs1, ®sH MUH Koe-Kak HaATAHYII HAKUOKY X CHOBA IIEIIOTOM CIIPOCHII:

— Yrto cnyyunocs?

B pyky nerno uto-to xonogHoe, ®3H MuH, cierka mnomymnas, IIOHSII — 3TO ero COOCTBEHHLIN MedY,
HeMe[[JIsl CKaB ero, KHSI3b PacTSIHYJ I'y0bl, 00HaxKas OCKall, ¥ BBIHYJI JIE3BHE U3 HOXKEH.



Bax! I'poxoT! Pa3mamock BHE3aAMHO €IIé HECKOIBKO yIapOB, BHOBb CUJIBHO pacKauuBas OO0IbIIYIO
IIKOHKY, CTIOBHO PYJIEBOM He YCIIell BLIOpPaTh CTOPOHY, 3aCTaBIsAs CyOHO 6e3KaT0CTHO CBEPHYTh Ha
OPYTOY MyTh U, BBIUASA U3-II0J KOHTPOJIS, YyTh HE IIePEeBEPHYTHCH.

BCTpeBO}KeHHbIe MY2KYHMHEI B3BBIJIK OT 3JI0CTH, a JE€BYIIKN 3BOHKO BMECTE 3aBU3XKaJIK OT CTPAXa. Bcé
IIPOXU30MIJIO B IIPOMEXKYTKE MEXKOY CUUTAHHEIMHU B3JOXdMH.

— Mornopoii rocriogus! — rpoMko Beimaui JIo FOHB, 6pocasich K OBEpH.

®sn MuH, nepxa Med, IT0CJIeoBall 3a TeJI0XpaHUTeNIeM, KOTOPEIM TOTYaC Ke OCTaHOBUII €T0 U, He
cobupasick Hu4ero o06CcyKaaTh, BHOBb BTOJIKHYJI B KOMHATY, KDUKHYB:

— Ilogoxnure!

— Kus3p Mun! — Bcilen 3a 9TUM IOCIBIIAIUCE Xa0TUYHEIE aru — 2KyH Xy BMeCTe CO CBOUMU
JIIOABMH, TTPUXBATHUB C c000ii eImé mecsaTok mopel Cso 1[3yHa, ¢ opyxkueM HallepeBec HaKOHEI[-TO
nobparicst 1o mokoeB Ero CBeTIOCTH.

HemnpeprIBHEIM TPOXOT COMPOBOKIAJICS CUJIBHOM TPSICKOM, CJIOBHO IOPHI 00BATMBAIKCh M TPECKAJIach
3emiisi[4], Bce, elBa AepKachk Ha HOTaX, CTapauCh OKPYKHUTh KHsI351 MuHa, 7abel 06eCIeduTh
MOJTXKHYIO OXPaHYy.

— YT0 Ccny4unocs?

— Kopabnb mopBeprcst HeoXkunaHHOM aTake! — HeOpexkHO oTBeTUl 2KyH Xy. — ITO, OIPeneéHHo,
XOPOIIO CIIJTaHUPOBaHHAas JIOBYIIKA. [I0CKONIBKY B BOAy OBIII0 COPOIIIEHO HEU3BECTHO CKOJILKO OPEBEH,
KOTOpBIE TIJTBIBYT 110 T€YEHUI0, 60I0CH, Halla Ooblasi IKOHKA He BBIOEPKHUT MOJ00HOT0 HaTHCKa.

— I'me 1o Jla"b ¥ oCTaNbHBIE CIIyXKaHKU?

— B HapméxmoM MecTe.

— KT0 Takoii cMesbil, pa3 0TBaXKUJICS HalacTh Ha KapaBaH CynoB popa Cs0?

— Celtyac He BpeMs 00CyXKaaTh 3TO...

CynHo el1€ pa3 pe3Ko TPSIXHYJI0, HO TeJIOXPaHUTENIN BMeCTe C KHA3eM MUHOM yMeJlo YXBaTUJIKACh
KaXXIBIM 3a TO, YTO 0Ka3a0Ch IO PYKOH U IIOMOTJIO COXPaHUTh paBHOBECHE.

MI/Ip, Oa 94TO YK TaM, BCAd BCE€JIEHHAA 3aKPY2XKHNIIACh. Ho B ogHO MrHOBEeHUE BOIIapHIIaChb MépTBaH
THUIIINHA.



Hepsr! Obinu Ha nipepesie. IIocMOTPEB OPYT Ha Opyra, OXPaHHUKYU OKpyxkunu @31 MuHa, 3aHSB
KaXXIBIH CBOIO IIO3UIIUIO.

Bbax!

OuepenHoit yImap, K KOTOPOMY HUKTO He OBII TOTOB, JXKOHKA 3apoxKaJia, CJIOBHO BOIIS, ¥ BCE C
yKacoM[5] 3aMeTuIu, YTO MOJI IIOfl HOTaMy Me[IJIeHHO HaKpeHuIcs. KHsA3b MOmMAaTHYICS U yKe OBLI0
CTas najaTh B CTOPOHY, KakK Jlo FOHE TpoBOpHO[6] cXBaTUI €ro 3a Tanui, OCTaHaBIKWBas MlafieHUeE.

['nsimst Ha TeNOXpaHUTeNs ¢ 6arogapHocTeio, ®aH MuH 00epHYIICS:

— HyxHo BrIOUpaThCSA 0TCIOAA.

Ha uto XKyH Xy BepHy:

— Jlo HuH ¢ ocTanbHBEIMEM OXPaHSIOT CHapyxku, 60ee TOro, BeCbMa BEPOSITHO, YTO MUIIIEHD
TPOTHUBHUKA — KHSI3b MUH, TIOTOMY HE CJIEAyeT MOKA3hIBaTHCS Ha riIasa.

Ho kH$3b, Kauas rojI0BOM, IPOILeINTall:

— Yo oxpansior? JIHO Kopabis HaBepHsKA MPOOUTO, PaHO UK TO3OHO 3[ech OyaeT Bofga. ITO He
0OBIYHEIE OAHOUTEI, Y MPOTUBHUKA, HECOMHEHHO, €CTh I'JlaBaphb, XOPOIIO BIAAEIOUIUN TeXHUKON
BomHOTO 00si! — M, 00HaKKUB MeY, KHsI3b OPOCHIICS B CTOPOHY TPIOMA.

MHO0K€eCTBO 0XPaHHUKOB OTIIPABUIKCH CJIeIOM. BEIOPaBIINCE U3 TIOYOCBEIIIEHHON KOMHATH, OHU
OKa3aJIKCh Ha masny0e, Iie MyraoMui PEB BOJIH 3aIOIOHUT CITyX, Ha CaMOM e Kopabjie CHOBAJIH
OXPaHHMKH, CKHUMas B PyKaxX MeUH, U 9KHUIIaK KOpalJis, CoepKuBasi 3a/ll CTPeJI, YTO 3aCIIOHSIT
ceriuac Hebo[7].

JIyHHBIN CBeT 3aTepsics B o0nakax, a mo oByM OeperaM peku OMaH Ijapujia MEPTBas TUILKHA,
OJHOBPEMEHHO C 9TUM Ha ITOBEPXHOCTH CaMOU BOOHI CTOSI PEB, CMEIIAHHKIN C yOapamy,
HAHOCHMHBIMHU KapaBaHy Kopa0ie# poga Cso.

Tonma BBanuiach Ha nany0y, re BCE OBITIO IEPEBEPHYTO BBepX MHOM[8], 1 mepBoe, 4To GPOCHUIOCH B
r7a3a — CTOSIINE B PSAM V UCTOKa PEKU HECKOJIBKO IECATKOB SPKO OCBEIIEHHHIX OONIBIINX OKOHOK,
KOTOPEIE CUJIBHO OTJIMYAIKCh OT Kopabiel pomga Cs1o Kak mo ¢popMe, TakK U II0 BEICOTE: 3TaxkKe OBII0
HEMHOT'0, @ KOPIYC CYMOB OB ATMHHKIM U TOHKUM. Celiyac XXe pa3HOIIBEeTHEIE 3HAaMEHA Pa3BeBaJIUCh
Ha O0pTYy, OBICTPO CMEHSsIsI APYT ApPYyTa, IBHO MOJIY4YUB HEKUH YKa3, JaObl BCEJTUTh BO Bpara YyBCTBO
HAJBUTAIOIIEHCS OMMACHOCTH OT ME[JIEHHOTO HaCTYI/IeHHUS.

— YT0 9TO 3a curHan?



— He 3Ha10!

3ametuB noseiaenune Ero Ceetnocty Ha namy6e, Bce monu Csio LI3yHa ToTYac XKe CTOJIIUIIUCH BOKPYT
®sn MuHa. Becerpa ynei0uuBetii JIo [I9H ¢ 0TBaKHEIM BUJOM pa3MaxuBajl MEYOM BO BCE CTOPOHHI,
OTpaxas BHIYIeHHbIE B HUX YEPHBIE CTPEJIB, BCTAJ 110 IIPaBYI0 CTOPOHY OT KHA35 MuHa u 37106HO
Opocun B3r/Isig Ha BpaXKecKue cyfa, 4To 6e33a00THO YCTPOUINCh Ha BOOHOU TJIafid PEKU:

— ¥V 9Tux Cym0B HET €IMHOT0 3HaMEeHH.

— KT0 aTtakosasn Hac?

— HpOTI/IBHI/IK He Ha3BaJl CBOero MMeHH.

3anmn CTpeJI CBUCTEJI CJIOBHO yparaH, 3aCTaBJIsAd OBOPSAIIEro TO X JEJI0O CPBEIBATHCA Ha KPHUK.

C 6ecCIoKOMCTBOM OIJISIIEB BCE MMPOCTPAHCTBO, MOJIOMOM TOCIIOAuH poma Cs10 IOHSII — BCe
clieoBaBIIMe 3a HUM [AKOHKH €ro OTIla 0Ka3aJIhCh B TOM K€ KPUTHUYECKOM II0I0KEHUH, UTO U
TJIaBHBIM KOpabiib, Bedb 110 TEUEHUIO TIIbINIa Pa3pYIIUTENTbHON CUIIBI ApeBecuHal9], mpomonxkas
HaHOCUTH yAaphl, HEU3BECTHO KOTja MPeBPaTUB BOAHBIM Y4aCTOK, HaXOASAIINUCS ¥ HUX MO
«HOTaMM», B IPEBECHEIN OCTPOBOK.

Ha Bpaxeckoi CTOpoHe MoATrafany yoauyHoe MeCcTo U, IeHCTBYsI OPraHu30BaHHO — OIMyCKasi Ha BOMY
IpeBecuHy — C xmagHokpoBueM[10] mycKasu 3aim CTpel B 4iIeHOB ceMbu Csi0.

Heropsiu! Pa3Be kTo-HUOYyab B [TomHebecHoit mocMesn OBl TPENsATCTBOBATh AKOHKaM pofa Csio? U
TI0YeMy aTaka ITPOU30Ijia TaK BHE3AMMHO U 6eClepeMOHHO?

— A rpe xopa6sb Llun YxkaHa? — rpoMKo nouHtepecosancss ®an MuH.

He moxupnasce otBeta, Ero CBeTIOCT B3T/ISIAOM OTHICKAJ KOPaOIb I[apCTBYIOIET0 ASAIOUIKYA pofa
Tyn. OTnuyaBmIMiCS 110 pa3MepaM U BHELTHEMY BUAY OT IKOHOK pofa Cso, kopabnb Llun UxkaHa
TaKXKe MOJIBePrcs aTake, BpaXkecKue CTPeJIhl IOfaBIIsAIN UX CYOHO, HO, TJISAS Ha pa3Mep UX Cy[oB,
1o-BUAUMOMY, caMo cygHo Llun UxaHa n36exkano ydacTu OOJIBIIAX OXKOHOK MOJIOLOTO TOCIIOAUHA —
0Ka3aThCs 3aKaTHIMU IPEBECUHOU. JTOT IIJIEH IIPOIJIUIICS €II€ KaKOoe-TO BpeMs.

— IIpucrats K Gepery!

— CnumxkoMm no3aHo!

— Mormopoii rocriofuH, y OBYX OeperoB CKOIIEHNE OPEBECHUHE eI€é TECHEE, 1a U He yCIeeM
NOCTUTHYTH Gepera, oKaxkemcs B Bofe!



OuepenHoit GecCIOIagHbIM 3aIT CTPENT BHOBL OOPYUIUIICS Ha HUX.

Haxopsammuicsa papom Llua M3Hb ri1yx0o IPOCTOHA ¥, B35B BHE3AIIHO IIPOH3UBIIYIO €T0 JIEBYIO
CTOPOHY TPYIHU CTpey, Tpy0o BEITSHYII €€ C KPOBbIO X OCTaTKaMyu COOCTBEHHOM IIJIOTH, IIPU TYCKJIOM
CBeTe JIYHbI MyXKUMHa OKUHYJI IIPOUCXOAsIIee B3TIAA0M U, CBeIs K TepeHoCulle I'yCThe OPOBH,
TIPOMOJIBUIT:

— IIycTh cTpensl 04eHb KOPOTKU, HO APEBKO, K KOTOPOMY KPEIIUTCS OIlepeHue CTPEeJIh, BIIOJIHE
IJINHHOE, He YOUBUTENIbHO, YTO IIPY PaHEHUH OCTPUE He TIy00KO BOIIIO B IIJIOTh, HEe TIOBpexXaast
cepaue u érkoe. Xa, KaXkeTcsi, HAC COBEPIIEHHO He XOTAT yOUBaTh... — CJIOBA BHE3AMMHO CTUXIIH,
TEeJI0 OTIIATHYJIOCH Ha3af, Mafasi, HO CHOBA IOHSI0Ch, HETBEPHO OIUPASsICh Ha MeY, OCTPHUE
KOTOPOT'0 YTKHYJIOCh B HACTUJI, ¥ IPOTHYBIIKUM I'OJIOCOM MYXKYHMHA Pa3pas3uics MPOKIATHIMEA: — Y
HE€... Y He€, BOT IPOKJISATHE, HAKOHEYHUK CMa3aH OfyPMaHUBAIOIINM SIOM.

YBumes, 4To ]_[I/IH MoaHb He B COCTOSIHUH CTOSTh, JIo FOHB cjlerka N3MeHUJICS B JInne u, IIPUKa3aB
CBOYM JIIOOAM IIOOOEPZKATh MYKYMUHY U OTTALIUTE B YKPBITHUE, TOE CTPEJIdM HEe TAaK-TO IIPOCTO OBLITO
JOCTAaTh CBOIO MUIIIEHB, IIPOTOBOPUII:

— BGPOHTHO, OHH XOTSIT B35ITh HAC XKHUBLEM.

Ha uto XKyH Xy cnemnrio 6pocun B3risg Ha Ero CeetnocTs. CaM Ke KHSI3b, 0XBAUEHHBIH TPOXKBIO,
chenan Haf coboy ycunue U cKasall C VIBIOKOM:

— B TakoM criydyae MeHs He TaK IPOCTO OYHeT B3STh XKKUBbEM. — M, C2KaB PYKOSITh MeYa, BHIKPUKHYII,
ckpexenla 3ybamu: — BpocaiiTe Ha Bogy GbICTPOXOTHEIE JIOOKY!

OH X0Tb ¥ He OBIJT 04eHb XpaOphIM, HO ¥ HeMaJlo ITOBUAAJ, IPouas CKBo3b Oypu u noxkab[11]. Torga
pasropesinascs Bo gBopue [yHdaHb 00iHS B CDaBHEHUU C 3TOH Obljla y?KaCHO KpPOBaBOM, OPHI3TU
KPOBHU OOCTHUTAIN HeOecC, 3aCTaBiIsis ero, KHs3s, I03Ke MOHSATh ONHY UCTUHY: 0KAa3aBIIUCE B TYIHKE,
UOEITh HAIIPOJIOM, UIlla IYTh K CITAaCEHUI0. A eC/Ti He CTapaelIbCs U30 BCeX CUJI, TO, BEPOSITHO, Tubeb
HACTUTHET TeOs.

— Moriopoii TOCTIOOUH, IXKOHKa, 60I0Ch, 0YeHb CKOpPO MOXKe€T...

®5a MUH B IIKBajle CTPel B30 BCEX CHUII 3aKpudal:

— Huuero He roBopu! OmycTuTe Ha BoOy GBICTPOXOOHEIE JIOMKH, CHAYajla OCTAHOBUM OPEBECHHY, UTO
oHU cOpackBaioT! TONBKO HYKHO, 9YTOOH JKOHKA HE IOTOHYJIA, TOIa BCE JIETKO YIafUTCH.

— Mornopoii ToCTIOfKH, CIUIIIKOM OTIaCHO, CHadajla Hy?KHO YCTPaHUTE...

B ogHO MrHOBEHME OTPOMHOE XKeJlaHue XUTh U yMepeTh BMecTe ¢ 2KyH TsHeM, 4TO TOT{ia BCIBIXHYTIO
B [IlyHbaHb ¥ KOTOPOE YCTPAHUIIO HEPEUIUTENIbHOCTb, BHOBL BEIPBAJIOCh HAPYXKY!



— YTto «ycTpaHuTh»? [laiiTe MHE CITYCTUTh Ha Bomy JogKu! OHU 3aCTIOHSAT OOJIBINYIO0 JXKOHKY OT
BPaXkeCKOIo OTHSI.

OTnanHBIE HECKOJIBKO NTPUKA30B KHA3S ABIIAIUCh Ha CAaMOM [ieJle MeTOOaMy KOHTpaTaky, 3a4acTyio
IpUMeHsieMble TIPOCTHIMU CyOaMy B MOMEHT HallafieHus, ¥ HU Ha TryH[12] He cyuTanuch KaKuM-
HUOYOb XUTPOYMHBIM IIJIAHOM, BOT TOJIKO IIOABEPTIINCH BHE3AITHOMY, KaK CHET Ha T'OJIOBY,
HamafeHuto OombIast AKOHKA, KOTOpas elle IJIklla B HenpornsgHou teme[13], BMecTe ¢
OBICTPOXOOHOM JIOOKOM, ITOIaB IO IIKBAJI OTHS, OKa3auCh HaCTOJILKO CTECHEHE!, UTO ObIIN He B
COCTOSTHUY [BUHYTHCS C MeCTa.
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