[:Kex€K yKpaakou B3risiHyn Ha Cuxy. Ctog nop cakypou, FOu Cuxy Ka3ajcs TeM, KTO Bceraa Obll
3[€eCh.

— Ham eH.Ié UOTH U UOTH.

B 9T0T MOMeHT Cuxy CIIOKOMHO 3arOBOPHII.

IIKeX€eK, TalKOM IIOTJISIAbIBABIINM Ha HETO, B3APOTHYJ OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH U IIePEBEN B3I Ha
Cuxy, CII0BHO ero nouMajy 3a 4eM-T0. CMyTUBIIKCH, OH IIOCIELIHO OTKPLII POT:

— Me1 nouty npunnu. U3BuHU.

Emy 651710 HeoBKO, uTo CUXy IMOAHSIICS CI0fa TOIBKO MAJIST TOTO, YTOOBI TOMOYb eMy C MpaKTuKou. Ho
Cuxy mmokadai I'0JIOBOM.

— ¢ He 0 TOM.

— Torpga o uém xe?

— IIpocTo... s gymato, Tebe MoHagOOUTCS KaK MUHUMYM MeCS1l, YTOOH Thl Hay4uIICs JepXKaTh 3a
PYKY €CTECTBEHHO.



A. OH roBopu 0 pu3N4eCcKoy 6IU30CTH.

YcmpiaB CTONMb TOYHBIE CPOKH, [I2KEeXEK CHOBa CMYTHUIICS. HO B TO 3Ke BpeMs eTr0 HaKPHIJI0 CTPAaHHOE
yyBCTBO obOneruenus. OHU BCE elé mepKaauch 3a pyku. CUXy He BRIKA3bIBal HU MaJleHIInero
nuckoMmdopTa. MoxeT, OH IIPOCTO TePIesI, HO II0 KpaliHel Mepe He OTpearupoBasl OTPUIIATEIbHO —
TaK 4YTO MoKa [I2KeXEK MOT B3[[OXHYTh UyTh CBOOOMIHEE.

OH npuKycun BHYTPEHHIOIO CTOPOHY IeKu ¥ o0ayMan cinoBa Cuxy. OTputiaTe uxX OBIIO CIT0KHO. ITO
Oblyia UX IepBasl NOIEITKA, TAaK YTO, BO3MOXKHO, IMEHHO [TI03TOMY €My Ka3aloCh, YTO HUYEro He
n3MeHUTCsA. CTapasch He faTh COMHEHUSIM 3aKpacThCS B OYIILY, OH HAKOHeI] OTBETUI:

— HY OCTOPO2KHOCTE — 3TO XOpOoIIo.

CI/IXY YCMEXHYIJICs, YCIIBIIIaB TaKO€ HEYKIII02Kee OIIPaBAdHKMe, 1 C UTPUBBEIM BOIIPOCOM ITPOAOJIZKHUIIL:

— Torma Kak HacuéT nouenys? Ha 9To moHamoOuics OB eIk Tom?

[Taru [I>kexéKa BHe3anHO 3aMennuinuck. OH MOPTHYJI, Pa3MBIIUIAs, He OCJIBIIANCS JIH, a 3aTeM
Me[JIEHHO 3aJIUJICS KPaCKOMu.

[Tomenyi... TO €CTb...



Mo3sr 3akopoTuio. Cuxy He TOBOPHJI, YTO OHHU IOJIXKHBI IIOIIE€JIOBATHCS — OH IMIPOCTO CHeJIal
TUIIOTeTHYECKOoe 3aMedaHue. U Bcé ke cepare [Ixkexéka BHe3amHO OelleHo 3aK0JI0TUI0Ch. Bcé Temo
ropeso. 3aCThIB Ha MECTE, OH He 3HaJll, Kyla CMOTPEThb, OTKPHIBAs ¥ 3aKphiBast pOT 0€3 eqUHOT0
CcJIOBa.

Cuxy, rndpas Ha Hero, TUX0 paccMmesncs. I'myOokui, paCKaTUCTHIM 3BYK BhI3Bal y [IKexeka 03H0O0 10
CIIUHE.

— I'naps Ha Te6s1, 1 OBI CKa3aJsl, YTO 9TO 3aMMET Jaxke 0OJIbIlle BpEMEHH.

Yépt Bo3bMu, [Ixku [IxKexeK. Bo3pmu cebs B PyKH.

OH oTuuTan ceds ¥ 3aCTaBUII TOJIOC IIPO3BYyYaTh:

— A HyXHO 71 BoOO111e 11e10BaThcs? UTO, eCIU IPYroil YeJloBEK He 3aX04eT?

— XM.

Cuxy cnerka IOTSHYJ UX COEOUHEHHbIE PYKHU.

II>KeX€EK, 3aCTBLIBIIUY B IIOKe, OB 3aCTUTHYT BPACIIJIOX U CIIOTKHYICA. OH ef[Ba yCIIen



CTPYIIUPOBATHCS, TBEPHO YIIEPEBIINCH HOTaMu, YTOOH He yrmacTb. Ho B mpoliecce ero namgoHb
puxKasnach K rpygu Cuxy.

OmyImeHue IOx JTafOHbI0 ObITIO CITUIIKOM SPKUM.

HecMmoTps Ha rnagkKuil, IOYTH U3SIIHBIN BHEIIHUYN BUf, Tello CUXy 0Ka3asI0oCh YIPYruM OT MbI. OH
ObLT maxke Kpemnde [[KexeéKa, KOTOPHIM IrogaMy TPeHUPOBOK HapallliBaa cBoo Gopmy. ATOT
HEOXUJAHHBIA KOHTPACT cOun J[IxKexéka C ToNKy. JIamoHb ropesa OT HEIIPUBLIYHOT'O IPUKOCHOBEHHS.

— Korpma kT0-TO Tebe HpaBUTCS, TeOe 3TOr0 XOUETCH.

®pa3za obopBasnack Ha MOIycIoBe, 6e3 MoIeKalIero.

I>xex€éK MHCTUHKTUBHO IIOMHSJI B3TJIAM,.

WX rima3a BCTPETUIUCS.

HeuacTo eMy DOoBOAMIOCH SICHO BUAETh TEMHO-Kapue panyxkku CHUxy, HO ceidac Te CMOTPEJIH IIPSIMO
Ha Hero, He OTPHIBASICE.

— JllepXaThCs 32 PyKH, TPUKACATECH. ...



Mup BoKpyT HUX 3aTuX. CJIOBHO BCE OCTa/IbHBIE 3BYKH MCUE3/IH, OCTAaBUB JIHILIE T00C CHuxy,
3By4aluil B HEIOOBUKHOM BO3MYXE.

— U menoBaThCa TOXKeE.

Me}K;:[y HHMHU IIOBHUCJIAa TUIIHWHA — T'yCTasl, HAIIOJIHEHHAS 9YE€M-TO HEBEICKA3dHHBIM.

A Ha caMoM [efie 37ech, KpOMe HUX IBOUX, HUKOTO He OBLIIO.

[Tox sipkuM comnHIeM [I;KeXEK He MOT OTBECTH B3Trisifa oT nunia Cuxy. EMy cinemoBano 4To-To
CKas3aTh, XOTh UTO-TO, UTOOH! Pa3psAOUTh HAMIPSIKEeHUe, HO TeJI0 0TKA3hIBaJIOCh CNIyIIaThCsS. CII0BO
«TIOIEJTy#» 3XOM 3By4aslo B I'OJIOBE.

¢ Bemb HUKOTTIA HE AyMast 06 9TOM.

9T0 OBIIIO CJI0BO, KOTOPOE OH CIIbIIIa 0ecurciIeHHOe MHOXKEeCTBO pa3. Ilomenyu — oOBIYHOE [Eeo B
bunpMax u mopamax. Jlaxe cpeou ODHOKYPCHUKOB B IIPOIIJIOM 'Oy OHU UT'PAjIM B Pa3HBIE UTPHI C
BBITUBKOM, TTle HaKa3aHueM ObIT morenyd. [I2KeXEK YXOOuII 0 TOro, KaK CTAHOBUIIOCH HEJTOBKO, HO OH
He OBIJI HE3HAKOM C 9THM IIOHSITHEM.

Y Bcé Xe 015 Hero moIenyy Bceraa Kas3aiCs YeM-TO TPSI3HBIM.

OH HUKOr[Ia He ITOHUMAJI, T0YeMy JIIO[ISIM TaK HPABUTCS IPUKUMATLCS Ir'y0aMu OpyT K Apyry. Jaxe
KOTZla OH BCTPEeYascs, OH YyBCTBOBa TO ke camoe. CIlIoHa — 3TO OTBPATUTEJILHO. MEICIb O TOM,



YyTOOBI 0OMEHHUBATHCS €10, HUKOI'ma He Ka3ajlaChk eMYy BOHHYIOH.IefI HUiin pOMaHTI/I‘-IHOfI.

Ilaxe ceriyac ero MBICJIM He H3MEHUJINCh.

U Bcé xe...

Hoquy-To COBCEM UyTh-UyTh — HET, CAMYIO MaJIOCTh — €MY Ka3aJIOCh, YTO OH HAYUHAET IIOHNUMATk.

OH He 3Han nmoyemy.

Ho rngans Ha CI/IXY TaK 6J'II/I3KO, OH 9yBCTBOBAJI HEYTO.

BriepBrie MBICTTL O BCTpeYe I'y0 He Ka3anach eMy OTBPATUTEILHOM.

W3rub Hoca Cuxy oTGpackBal MATKYIO TeHb Ha ero ryosl. OHU OBUIH HOeanbHON GOPMEl — He
CJIUIIKOM IIyXJIble, He CITUIIKOM TOHKME. ECTeCTBEHHOT0 PO30BaTOr0 OTTEHKA. Ho Ha coyHIle OHU
Ka3aJiuch 6ojee riay00KOro, HaChIIIeHHOTO0 PO30BOT0 1IBETA.

I>KexX€EK 3HaJ JIOTUYECKHU, YTO YeJloBeuecKue IyOrl He OBIBAIOT ClIagKUMU Ha BKyC. OTO Oblla IPOCTO
HMCTHHA.



Ho mo kakoii-To 6e3yMHOY NIpAYKUHE OH IOoMMas ce0sl Ha MBICTIU: a 4To, ecu ryOsl Cuxy — ciagkue?

— JI>xkexéxk-a.

—A?

T'onoc Cuxy BepHYJ €ro K PeaabHOCTH.

Ixex€k OBICTPO 3aMOprajl, 0CO3HaBast, YTO MSIUICS Ha I'yOrl Cuxy.

nu XyXKe TOro — CI/IXY OBLIT IIpsiMO 30€eChb, TaK 6J'II/13KO, 49To uX FY6BI IIOYTHU COIIPHUKACAJIUCH.

— ¥V MeHs yTO0-TO Ha rybax?

HM3-mmom ocTpBIX TEMHO-Kapux OpoBeit ria3a Cuxy U30rHYIUCh B ycMelKe. [11aBHas gyra ero B3risaa
3aCTaBJIsi/Ia YyBCTBOBATh, OYATO OH uMTaeT [KexEéKa KaK OTKPHITYIO KHUTY.

Kak Tonmbko Cuxy 3aroBopui, cepaue JIKexéka yxHyIo BHU3. Ka3anock, ero MBICTTH PACKPHITHL, U OT
3TOTO TI0 TEJy Pa3uiIoCh HeOOBICHUMOE CMYIIIeHHe.

OtlenieHeBIIIeE TEJI0 O0TKA3kIBAlIOCh ABUTaThCs. HuKorga mpexmne ero pa3yM U Tejo He ObIIM Tak



pa3obuieHsl. OH 3HAT — CTOMT JIUIIL OTBEPHYTH I'OJIOBY, CKa3aTh XOTh YTO-TO, U 9TO YAYLIAIOIIEe
HaMpsKeHNe NCUe3HeT.

— Unu, MoXKeT OLITh...

CI/IXY CJIerKa CKJIOHHUII T'OJIOBY.

[TockombKy OH OBLI BhIINE [[KEXEKa, 3TOT YIroJl ITO3BOJISI/I MY JIETKO — JlaXKe YOOOHO — COKPATHUTh
paccTosiHre Mexkay ux rybamu. Ero meénot KocHymncs yxa [IKexéKka, HeXKHBIM, KaK JIeMeCTKH CaKyphl,
IIafaloIlNe 3a ero CIMHON.

— Trl gyMan o0 Y4EM-TO OPYroM?

Celtuac HykHO OBLIO CKa3aTh XOTb YTO-TO. KaYHYTh T0JI0BO#, XOTh KakK-TO OTpearupoBath. Hyxpa B
3TOM HaxJIbIHyJIa Ha HEro BOJIHOM, U [IJ)KeXEK HaKOHell BhIIaBUI U3 ce0s OTBET:

— H-ueT, HUYero nmomoOHOTO.

T'o70C IPO3ByYalt XPHUILIO ¥ HU3KO, BEIHYXKIEHHO U HeyOemuTeIbHO. [1710X0 CKpPHITAst I0XKb,
OuYeBHMIHAA Mg Kaxkmoro. Cuxy Mosiya HabIiomas 3a HUM, YTOJIKH ero I'y0 U30THYIHUChH B JIETKOH
yCMelIKe.

IbpIxaHue — TEMJIoe U MITKOe — KOCHYJIOCH T'y0 [IxKexéka. Jlerye BeCeHHEr0 BeTepKa.



— TBI Tak MPUCTAJILHO CMOTPEJI, YTO MHE CTaJI0 UHTEPECHO.

B Bo3myxe MexXay HUMHU BHTal apoMaT. Tako# clagkui, Takoi 1mo-oco0eHHOMY «Cuxy», 4To [[KeXEKy
CTasio TI000MIEITHO — OYITO OH MOT €ro MOYyBCTBOBATh Ha BKYC. BCE ero moje 3peHus ObII0
3anoniHeHo ToibKo OH Cuxy.

On IIPOCTO CTO4II, TJiAOs, KaK CI/Ixy HaKJIOHSIeTCS OuxKe.

CIOBHO... OH 4€ero-To Xkmal.

— Tebe uHTEPECHO?

Xots (pa3a Ovla He3aKOHUEHa, [IKeXEK IPeKpacHo MOHSJI, 0 YEM OHa.

OH [JoJKeH OB CKa3aTh «HeT».

KoHeuHO, OH [OoJIKeH ObII CKa3aTh «HEeT».

Ho ero ry0sl He IIeBETUINUCE.



YT0-TO OBIITO HE TaK. YTO-TO U3MEHUIIOCH CO BUYepalolHero gJHd. OH He 3HAJ 4TO, HO BHYTPH HEro 4To-
TO COBHUHYJIOCE.

TumwuHa 3aTAHyIAach. A MOTYaHue caMo 1o cebe 6710 663MONTBHEIM pa3pelleHreM.

CI/IXY, BUOKUMO, XKOaJI JOCTaTOYHO moinro. OH OBHUHYIJICA.

Ero mupokui KOPIyc HAKJIOHUJICS BIIEPE, COKpalllas PaCCTOSTHIE MexXay HuMu. HaneTen Betep,
IIPUHOCS 3allaX CBeXKeW JTUCTBEI, BETBEH, HeXKHEBIX II0YEK, COPACHIBAIOIINAX CBOI0 KOXKWUITY, U
TPEMEIyIIuX JIETTeCTKOB CaKyphl. CMeCch BCEro 3TOT0 HAIOJHUIA IETKue [IKexexa.

Kasarmnocp, BpeMs OCTaHOBHUIIOCK.

3aCTHIB B 9TOM MTHOBeHMHY, [IKex€K 3a0bly, Kak geiiaTh. OH MOT JIMIIb CMOTPETDH HIUPOKO
PACKPHITHIMY TTIa3aMu, Kak iauro Cuxy mpubnauxaetcs. OH BUAeN MeOJIeHHOe TPeleTaHue TEMHBIX
PECHHII, YyBCTBOBAJI MPUKOCHOBEHHE UIeaIbHO 0YePUYEHHOT0 HOCa K CBOeH IIeKe.

A 3aTeM —

Ux ry6Bl BCTPETHIIUCH. DTO OBLIO JIETKO, HeBecoMo. CJIOBHO caxapHasi BaTa, TAlIas Ha rybax.

Kak IIPUKOCHOBEHNE IIaOdI0IIEero JIEIIECTKA.



HerT, 3To 6rLI10...

HeB03MO0OKHO OIIMCATE.

Hukako MPOIIILIA OMBIT He MOT 3TOTO O0BSICHUTE.

9T0 OBITI0 HEBEPOSITHO MSTKO.

U Temnio.

He oco3HaBas Toro, [I2KeXEK cxkKaJl KyJlaki U 3afiepKasl JbIXaHue.

Cuxy OTCTpaHUIICS, U NULIL TorAa [[2KeXEK BEIOOXHY — BO3[yX, KOTOPHIHM OH faxke He 3HaJ, 4TO
mepxKart.

MrHoBeHUe, IJIMBIIEECS BEYHOCTh, Ha CaMOM fiefie He IIPOOIINIIOCE U HECKOJIBKUX CEKYH[.

3HAYUT, 9TO 03HAYAET... TOJIbKO YTO... «[Ibmu, JIxKexEek-a».



Cuxy TONMBKO 4YTO —

Hert, o —

«Xéxk-a». [llupokas magoHb MATKO KOCHYJIAaCh 3aThlJIKa [xKexEeKa.

BTopast pyka fieria eMy Ha CIHHY, IPUTATHUBAS B TEMEE 00bATHS. Y [IXKexéKa maxke He ObIJI0 CHIT
OTKa3BIBaThCS. ECIM yXK HA TO IOLINO, 3TO OLIJIO 00IerYeHueM.

YTKHYBIIUCE MULIOM B rpyab CUXy, OH XOTs ObI MOT He ITOKa3hIBaTh, KaKOe Yy HET0 ceiyac JuIlo.
HakoHell OH BBIIOXHYJI, 3aT€M BAbIXas ITy0O0KO, CYSOPOKHO.

Pyka Cuxy ycnokauBamwlle CKOJIb31jla 110 ero CInHE.

— IIpocTtu. {1 He gymas, 4TO TH TaK OTpearupyelb. — ['0J10C ero GBI CIIOKOEH, B HEM CJIBIIIIANIOCH
HMCKPEHHEEe COoXKaleHue.

PeanbHOCTB IMOTUXOHBKY CKJIaOBIBallaCh BOEOUHO.

M [IKex€éK — HAKOHEeI — OCO3HaJl, YTO TOJILKO YTO ITPOU3OIILIO.



Bl'IepBbIe B 2KM3HHU OH IIOLEJIOBAJICA C KEM-TO.

On MoprHy7. I'ma3a Ka3aauch CyXxuMu, OYATO BCe MBICTTH MCIIAPUIIKCh U3 TOJIOBHI.

— Tebe 9T0 Tak CUNIBHO He TOHPABUJIOCh? — rojioc CUXy CHOBa JOCTUT €ro CliyXa — MSITKHH, HO
OCTOPOKHEBIM. — 4 mymar, pa3 Thl CHOKOMHO OEPXKUIILCS 3a PYKY, TO... TaKas Melo4yb, KaK YMOK,
ToXKe npoupeT. [Ipoctu, Xex-a.

I2KeX€eK, y KOTOPOTO BCE elIll€ KPYKUIach TOJI0Ba, 3alleIUJICS 3a OOHO CJIOBO.

Umoxk?

9TO CJT0BO — HEBUHHOE, ITIOYTU UTPUBOE — II0KA3aJIoCh eMy faxe 0ojiee CTPAHHBIM, YeM IIOENyH.

Bcé el11é CNUIIKOM CMYIIEHHBINM, YTOOB IOTHSTEL TOJIOBY, OH MpobopMoTan B Irpynb Cuxy:

— ...OT0 OBLJI He MOLeNTyH? — r'0JI0C ero IPO3ByYall IJIyX0, C HOTKOW paCTePSIHHOCTH.

Pyka Cuxy Ha MrHOBeHUE 3aMepJa. 3aTeM OH pacxoxoTasicsa. HacTosuuii cMex, IOJTHBIY BECeIbs.

nu T-IépT BO3bMH, JazXKe 3TO 3By4aJI0 BOCXUTUTEJIBHO.



Ha momto cexkyHpn [I:KexEK 3aiyMasicsi — Kak Bo0oOIle TaKOW YeJI0BEK MOXKET CYIeCTBOBATh?

— Muw, Het. He nouenyii, — Tuxo nmpoMypibsikan Cuxy, yCIIOKauBamllle IOoTiakuBas miedo [IxKexeka.

CwmyIeHne yCTyIIUJIO MECTO YUCTOMY U3YMJIEHUIO.

I>KeXEK OTCTPAHUIICS, Pe3KO IIOJHSB I'0JIOBY, ¥ Ha €ro JIUIle 0TPa3uIoCh OTKPOBEHHOE
3aMellaTeNlbCTBO.

— Ho Tt KOCHYJICA MOHUX Ty'6, — CKa3all OH, OaXKe He MBITaACh CKPBITh YOUBIIEHHUE.

B ero monuMaHuM YMOK — 3TO TO, UTO AeJA0T Ha 11000 YacTu Tena, KpoMe ry6. Korga ry6u
BCTPEYaloTCs C rybaMu — 3TO HOLEeNyH.

3HAYMUT... TOJIBKO 4TO FOH CI/IXY CTaJl ITIEPBBIM 9E€JIOBEKOM, C KOTOPEIM IIOIIEJI0OBAJICA Ixu H}KeXéK.

— OTOo BCE paBHO He cuuTaeTcs nouenyeM. K Tomy xe, X€k-a, TBOU MEPBLIN MOLENYH JOJIXKEH OBITH C
KEeM-TO OPYTUM, a He CO MHOU. ITO Be[b ObljIa BCETO JIUIIL ITPAKTHUKA.

Cepnue, OellleHO KOJIOTUBIIIEECS eIlle 10 TOTO, KaK UX 1"}76131 BCTPETUIIUCE, IIOCTEIIEHHO 3aMeJJINJIOCh
IIPpU 3THUX CJIOBaX.



— ...C keM-TO mpyrum?

EMy Kas3anoch, OH IMOHUMaET, moyeMy Cuxy Tak TOBOPHUT... @ MOXKET, U HeT. Pa3ym okaMeHeT, ¥ OH
130 BCEX CHJI ITBITAJICS 3aCTABUTh €ro paboTaTh CHOBA. Ec/u mpocneauTh, Kak OHM BOOOIIE N0 9TOTO
[OIITA — HET, TI0YEMY OHHU B UTOT€ TIOLIETOBAIKCE...

— A, ma. C Tem, KT0 Tebe melCTBUTENIBHO IIOHPABUTCS ¥ C KEM ThHI OyHellb BCTPEeYaThCs B OyIyLIEM.
He mpocTo Kakue-TO OTHOILIEHUS, KaK y Te0s1 ObLIM PaHbIlle, a HACTOSIINE.

BepHo. OHU mIpOCTO IpakTUKOBanuCch. OH HAaKOHEI] IOHSJI, HO 3TO He YK/IaAbkIBaloch B roynose. OH BCE
emé Obl1 cOUT ¢ TONKYy. [ToueMy 9TO OT/IMYANOCh? B 4éM UMEHHO pa3HHUIa?

— Torpga... YMOK — 3TO HOPMAJIbHO?

YeM cepbE3Hee CTAHOBUIIOCH U0 [IKeXEKa, TeEM IIKMPe pacIyibiBaiach yibioka Cuxy.

— JIrogu YMOKaIT KOro YIrogHO. [laxe meTu B JETCKOM cafgy TakK nmejiaroT.

I>KeXEK MPOKUII XKU3Hb, TalEKYI0 0T HOpMaibHOM, Tak 4To Cuxy, KOHEYHO, 6T mpaB. Ho mpo6Giema
OnlIa B TOM, 4TO JI2KeXEK HUKOTTa 3TOro He mejajl. o CeromHsIIHero qH4.
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