Ceptle rna3a Actapa, CKpPBEIThIE Ta30BOM MaCKOW, METHYJIUCH TONOOHO APOTHYBLIEMY (GUTHUIIIO CBEYH.
Ero pyka 3ameprna, U34IIHOe TeYeHHE IHChMa 0CTaHOBUI0Ch. OMHAKO pU3pavyHOMY BOpY AcTapy
OBLIIO He BIEPBOM 0Ka3aThCsl B KPUTUUECKOM CUTYalluK, ¥ OH BOCCTAHOBUJI caMoo0afiaHue ObICTpee,
yeM KTO-1ub0 [IpyToH.

AcTap 3aBepuIu HalmKucaHue IPeOyIpexXaeH:uss CBOMM OKPYTJIBIM ITOYEPKOM, ITOJIOXKHUI er0 Ha MEeCTO
OAEeTbHOT0 KyOKa, 3aKPHII cer(, MOmHSIICS Ha HOTH U C IPUTBOPHO 0€33a60THEIM BUIOM
HAIIPABHUJICS K BBIXOMY.

YenoBek B UePHOM HEIO[BUKHO HaOmoman 3a JeiucTBusMu AcTtapa. M3-mog cBoeit Macku AcTap
ocMoTpes 06CTaHOBKY. PaHee B KOMHATe SIBHO HUKOTO He Obin10. Eciu ObI KTO-TO CKPHIBAJICS BHYTPH,
YCHIIISIONIE 6JIarOBOHMS CBAIUIU OBl €r0 C HOT 3a MUHYTY.

Actap otnaBain cebe OTUET B ITOCIENCTBUSX, B3AyMall OH CHSITh MacCKy, TO OH OBl B TOT K€ MOMEHT
IIOTEPSITT CO3HAHKE U OYHYJICS YKE B TIOPhME.

OH 3205171 06 0OCTOPOKHOCTH, U3JTHIITHE TT0JIarasiCh Ha CUIY 0J1ar0BOHUS, CIIOCOOHYIO YCHIITUTE J1H060T0
CBOUM apoMaToM. EMy HUKOI[la He IIPUXOAUIIO B TOJIOBY, YTO MOTJIH OBITH Te, HA KOr0 01ar0BOHUE HE
[EUCTBYET.

AcTap BHUMATEJIbHO PacCMOTPeJ HE3HAKOMIIa, OTMETUB €0 IBHYI0 6e3MsATeXKHOCTh. Ero KOpoTKue
YXO02KEeHHEIE BOJIOCH! OBITTH IIJIOTHO 3aY€CaHbl HAa3afl, @ KOCTIOM BBITJISIIEN CIIMITKOM CKPOMHO ISt
TOpKeCTBeHHOTo ImprueMa. OH OBITT 0671a4€H BO BCE YEPHOE, KpoMe Oesio pyOalIku U IMIHypPKa-
rajiCTyKa, yKpalleHHOT0 TEMHO-3eJIEH0U OPOIILIO.

MyX4rHa IPOOOJIZKaJ CIIOKOMHO B3UPaTh Ha IMPU3PAaYHOro Bopa. OOBIYHO Te, KTO CTAJIKUBAJICS C
ActapoM, Kpuday, 6exkay WM TePSIIM CO3HaHKWe. BriepBrie mepen ACTapoM CTOSIT YeJIOBEK, He
COEJaBILINU HU TOTO, HA OPYTOr0, HU TPETHETO.

Haxkoner HeaHakoMell, 6POCUB B3TJIsAA Ha KYOOK B pyKe AcTapa, IIPOU3HEC:

— Ilompmenka, 4ero u ciaemoBaso 0XuAaTh. Ho roe HACTOAIMY MpeaMeT?

— Ecnu ACTapT IIPpUHKUMAaET MEHs, IIOAJINHHUK OOJIZKEH OBITH TaM Xe, rge u s.

AcTap npuUKpHLI KyOOK pyKaMH, Ipexke 4yeM He3HaKOMel] YCIIeNl YTO-TO 3aMeTHTh.

— PaBYMeeTCH, 3TO MoadesiKa, Pa3 YXK ThI 3[ECh.

MyxurHa HaMeKas Ha HeyoadHble BblJIa3Ku AcTapa 3a AcTapTaMy, Kak Oy[ATO TMYHO IPHCYTCTBOBA
IIpY KaX[0Hu U3 HUX.



— He noHuMato, moueMy s OTBEPTHYT Ha 3TOT pa3. Kampu3er AcTapToB MpefcKa3aTh HEBO3MOKHO.

BricTpeIM gBUKEHMEM AcCTap CKpPHII celi 3a KHUTOM U BEPHYJI €€ B M3Ha4Ya/IbHOE ITOJI0XKEHHE.
He3nakomer Habogan 3a ACTapoM, HUYEro He MpeanpuHuMast.

AcTap IOIHS BOPOTHHUK U MOMPABUII KOCTIOM, HCKOCA MOTTISIAbIBAas Ha MyXK4uHy. TOT MpomosKal
CTOSITh C 6€33a00THBIM BUIOM, KaK OyaTO ObIT O/TM3KUM APYyroM AcTapa, a He CBUETEeNIeM B3JI0Ma.

«YTO B TOJIOBE Y 9TOTO UymaKa?».

Bompeku BHEIIHEMY CIIOKO#CTBUIO, AcTap Obln cOuT ¢ Tonky. KopoTkas 6ecea HUKaK He paCKphIia
CYIIHOCTh IIPHUIIESIbIIA.

[Nepeq BBITA3KOM AcTap JOTOLIHO cobpas cBemeHus o Tpade. OH 3HaI er0 COPAaTHUKOB, CXEMY
TIOMECThSI, IPOUCX0XKIeHHEe ACTapTa, CIIUCOK ero TOCTeH ¥ Jaxke ero JTUYHBIEe IpenanouTenus. OqHaKO
OH HHYero He 3HAJI 0 YeJI0BEKE, KOTOPHIHA CTOSIII ITepel HUM.

AcTtapy ObIIM 3HAaKOMHI BCe TIONUIIEUCKIE U CTPAXKHUKU TIOMECThSI, BKITIOYas TeX, KOTo rpad
oco0eHHO 1eHus . Ho YenoBek, HEeMOABIACTHRIN NEeHCTBUIO YCHIIISIOIET0 3€/1hsI, 0CTaBaICs
3aragkomu.

Ycnex BeIIa3KM 3aBUCUT OT TOTO, HACKOJIBKO XOPOII cOOP IIpeBapuTeIbHON HH(POPMALIUH.
[Tpectymnnenus AcTapa HarmoMuHaIU paboTy uaeanbHO HACTPOEHHBIX YaCOB, UAYIIUX 0€3 MaelIIero
c60s1, OIHAKO COBUT OMHOM IIeCTEPEHKU MOT HapYIIUTh 3Ty FapMOHHUIO.

B KpuTHYECKOU CUTyallud CIIE[0Bao CKPEITHCS KaK MOXKHO CKOpee, HO ACcTap HUKOITa He
II0OBOpPAUMBAJICS CIIMHOM K CBOUM 3puteneM. Caenys MpUHLUUNY ITpeHeOpexKeHUs Kak K KU3HHU, TaK U
K CMEPTH, OH COXPaHSIJI CIIOKOMHBIN BUJ C JIETKOU YIIBIOKOM Ha Ty6ax.

— Tebe mocyacTIUBUIIOCH IIOMACThL C OUIIETOM IEPBOTO Psifa 3a KY/IHUCH IIPefCTaBlIeHUs, KOTOpoe 5
YCTPOHII.

— He noknoHHUK IIEePBOT0 psAna, — IMOoCengoBal OTBET.

«A B rasiepky He X04ellb?».

B3rnsHyB Ha IIei0 He3HaKOMIla, ACTap OTMETHUIT aKyIIYHKTYPHBIE TOUKH, HO 60lee HUKAKUX
ysI3BUMBIX MecT. He3HakoMel 6e3 oxpaHbl IPeCTaBisia 000 YHUKAJbHBIM BHI30B.

He Bemasi 0 TaWHBIX MEICJISIX ACTapa, MyK4KMHa HEBO3MYTHMO IPOHOJIKUT Geceny, Kak OyaTO pedb
171a 00 06emeHHOM MeHIO:



— B TaiiHBIX MecTaxX, moJ00HO 3TOMY, HeMajo o4apoBaHusi. OOLIYHO, 3aX00s 3a KYIUCH, 0KHUIAeIllb
YCIIBIIIaTh UCTOPUH, KOTOPHIE CO CLIEHHI He PAacCKa3hIBAlOT. MOT'Yy U 5 0KMAATh IOJ00HOTO U 3[eCh?

— 3puTens pemaeT BCE.

[TorpaBuB ra3oByI0 MacKy, AcTap MPUI0XKUJI IIPaByI0 PYKY K TPYAU U CIerkKa NoKJIoHucsa. O
IIOBTOPSLI IBU2KEHHUS aKTEPa, BRIXOASIIET0 K 3PUTEIISIM IOCIe ClieKTakssa. Padymeercs, Actap ragarn,
KaKoOii Tenepb MOCenyeT OTBET.

He3nakomMers siBHO ¢upTOBan ¢ HUM. AcTap, MaCTEPCKH YMTAIOMINUM 4yXKue 3MOIuU, 00paTHIT Ha 3TO
ocoboe BHUMaHUe. BripoueM, OH He cobupascs TePSATh OCTOPOXKHOCTL. Eciu Obl OH JIOBUJICS HA TaKue
TPIOKH, TO HABHO yKe OblT OB 3aKkiioueHHBIM HOMep 3924, a He [Tpu3payHbIM BOPOM.

— [MoueMy monuims xo4eT noiMaTh Tebs XKuBeIM? He mpoiiie Obis10 OBl yOUTH?

— Ha 9T0T BOIPOC MOXKET OTBETHTh UMIIEPATOPCKUI CYII, OTHAIOIINE MPHUKA3k, a He 00BEeKT
IIpecyieOBaHuUs.

<<Ter[epb s yBEpeH, 4YTO OH He U3 IIOJIMIOUHN UJIM UMIIEPATOPCKOr 0o Cyaa».

— Korpa Ha cuene Acrtapa onycTutcs 3aHaBec? Ilocne Toro, Kak oOH MoXuTut Pacceet?

«C Kako¥M JIerKOCThI0 OH TOBOPUT O CIIeHe, IPeNCTaB/IeHUU 1 3aHaBece. IBHO MacTep ITOTOBOPUTS.
[ITaH yzke maBHO ObI paCKPUYAJICST».

AcTap OTBETHJI, BIEYATIEHHBIN CIIOCOOHOCTHIO HE3HAKOMIIA BECTH CJIOBECHYIO UTDY.

— PaccBeT — 910 TOXKe AcTtapT. ECTECTBEHHO, Kak BHICIIMY ACTapT, OH JOJIXKEH II0IIaCTh MHE B PYKHU.

— 3aueM TH cobupaentb ACTapThI?

— 9TO0 caMble IleHHbIE COKPOBUIIA MUpa. Pa3 yxK s cTal MpU3payHbIM BOPOM, CTOUT CTPEMUTHLCS K
caMoMYy JIy4IIeMy.

— HuTepecHas mo3uius. Tak Tebe U3BECTHO, TIe COKPHIT PaccBeT?

«MsI onsiTh 06cyKnaeM PaccBeT?».

AcTap He OTBETHJI Ha BOIPOC He3HaKoMIa. OORIYHO OH TOPAUIICS CBOEH BEXKIIMBOCTBIO U CTAPAJICS
BBITIOJTHUTD JTI00YI0 TPOCLOY, HO 3TOT BOMPOC cMyTua ero. OH HUYEro He 3HaAJ 0 PaccBeTe, KpoMe
TOT'0, YTO TOT, BEPOSTHO, HAXOIUJICS B UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM IBOPIIE.



Pa3YMeeTC${, ACTap, BOILJIOIIeHKE TalHbBI, HE MOT' CO3HAThCS B CcoOCTBEHHOM HeBemeHuu. Ecnu u
KHWJIA B UMIIEPUU COPBUTOJIOBEI, TO IIEPBBIM U3 HUX OBLIT ACTap. OH mopmHSI nanel K I"Y68.M u
3arafjovHo IIpomenTat:

— MaCTepa CIEHEI HEe PAaCKPEIBAKOT BCEX CBOUX CEKPETOB, H&GBI 3PHUTENIb MOT TIOJIYUYUTE YOOBOJILCTBUE
OT IMpencCTaBJICHHUI.

— Kaxkas kanocTs, — IIocIenoBal OTBeT.

— Ilonancg! Actap nonancs!

Kako#-To monuIeNCKuii JOIKHO OBITh B300PAJICS IO CTEHE K KAOMHETY U MIPUHUK K OKHY CHApyXKH.
Emé HeMHoro, u Actap OymeT cxBaueH.

[MTonuuedckui, paHee 3alledIINi B TOCTUHYIO Bo3Jle KabuHeTa, YTOOB OCMOTPETh OKHA, HE BEPHYJICS
BOBpEMSI, U3-3a YEr0 CTPaKHUKM PELIUIIYA IPOBEPUTh KOMHaTy. OHU B37I0Majiv JBEPh U, IPOHUKHYB
BHYTPB, YBUAEJH, UYTO OKHO PaClaxHyTO HaCTeXKb U IITOPEL pa3AyBaeT BETED.

[MTonuuelcKui, KOTOPHIM KPUKHYJI CHAPYKH, B300pasics B KaOWHET U, TSIKeJo ObIIIa, KUHYJICS Ha
AcTapa, HO TpoMaxHyJICcs. PyxHyB Ha I10JI, OH HEME[IJIEHHO YCHYJI, IIOOTBepXKaast, 4YTo OlaroBoHue
ellé nercTBOBao0. ITO MPOUCIIECTBUE ellle CUJIbHEe MOICTErHyJI0 JTI00O0MBITCTBO AcTapa.

«Kako# cumnoi obmafaeT 3TOT He3HAKOMeEI], YTO MOXKET BhIIEPKAaTh YCHIIISIOMNUM apoMaT?»

3anepras ABeph KabrWHeTa 3afipozkKaia I0f] MOEITKaMU CTPaXKHUKOB OTKPHITh ee CHapyxku. AcTap
B3TJISIHYJ Ha OPOZKAIIYI0 3a[BUXKKY ¥ OTBECHJI TAMHCTBEHHOMY MYXKYMHE MPOIIaJbHBIN ITOKJIOH.

— Ilpumuio BpeMs 3aKJTIOYUTEIHHOTO aKTa.

— Byny xXpaTh Clemyromero CrieKTakis.

Acrap nobaBut:

— A THI He Tak-TO IPOCT. OOBIYHO BCA 3HATH O€KUT OT MEHs, KakK 0T YyMbl. Pa3Be TH He 6/1aropomHbBIX
KpoBeu?

— Cymu 060 MHe, Kak Tebe 3ab6maropaccynuTcsi. M Xo4elrs TH 3TOTO UJIU HET, ITOKa Thl OXOTHIILCS 3a
PaccBeToM, MBI HETIPEMEHHO BCTPETUMCS BHOBb.

— YT0 9T0 3HAUUT?



[Togpaxas AcTapy, He3HaKOMeIl IpuxXKarl maael K rydbam u memnHyJ:

— 4 He MoOTy U He X04y OTKphIBaTh CBOMX CEKPETOB, JT0OOMBITHEIN AcTap. [IoTpyauck pa3o6paThest
caM. Benp 3puTesnb 0ONIKEH NONYYUTh YOOBOJIBCTBUE OT IPENCTaBIeHNU .

HesnakoMmer roBoput 6e3MATEXKHO, Kak OyTO y HUX JBOUX eIlle 0CTaBasoch BpeMs. [Ipexne yeM
Acrap MOT 0IIpOTecToBaTh CBOM COOCTBEHHEIE CJIOBA, IBOMHEIE IBEPH B KAOMHET pacClaxHyIUCh, U
opza MOJUIEeWCKHUX BOPBaiiaCh BHYTPb.

— Ilomnancg! Actap Ilonamncs!

— CXBaTHUTh ero.

— He cTouT nmoBHIIIATE TOJI0CA. Bce 1 TaK 3HAIOT, KTO .

['0BOPST, TE, KTO HAC HEHABUAUT, MAJI0 YeM OTIMYAIOTCS OT HAIIKUX MTOKJIOHHUKOB. MSTKO
YCMEXHYBIIHMCh MPUOTHKAIOIIUMCS 0002KaTensiM, ACcTap U3BJIEK HEUTO M3 CBOETO pPyKaBa ¥ OPOCHUT
BHU3. Kacka MeTannuyecKUx BCIBIIIEK YIAPHII B [TOJI, HAMIOTHSS KOMHATY OCJIEIUTEThHON
SIPKOCTHI0. [IpUCYTCTBYIOIIME BHYTPYU IIPUKPHIIY Tla3a OT HECTEPIUMOTO cBeTa. Korga cusHue
noracjyio, Actap ye CKPbIJICS, OCTaBUB 3a C000M IPOH3UTENBHYIO TUIINHY.

He3nakoMer MOBEPHYJICS K OKHY. [Tpr3pavHbIil BOP OCTOPOXKHO MOm06pa CBOM MEIIOYEK C
671aroOBOHUSMU U CKPHIICS U3 BuAy. Cpa3y Imocye BCIBIIKYA ACTap BEICYHYJICS U3 OKHA U YTO-TO
IIETIHYI Ha X0 MyX4uHe. TOT OTBETHUII B JTaCKOBOE HOUHOE He0O0, YKPHIBIIee OO0 TPU3PavHOT0
BOpa:

— Xoren OB 5 3HATh, OJapPUIIb JIM Thl MEHSA KOTJIa-HI/I6YJIB HEBEPOSATHEIM...
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