— Mgz y6emunuch, 4To ACTap HaXOOUTCS B 3TaHUHU, 3HAYUT, OCOOHSK CIEOyeT 3aKPHITh, TOKA OH HE
MOSIBUTCS. ECITM 3aMeTHTe KOTro-TO IOJ03PUTEILHOTO, CTPEJIIITE U3 CeTEBOr0 MUCToeTa 6e3
BOIIPOCOB. B ciy4ae 4ero, g Npukpow. 4 BO3bMY 104 KOHTPOJIb IPaBO€ KPHIIO 3[aHus, U TEl CO MHOH,
OCTaJIbHEIE - Ha JIEBOE KPBIJIO. YSCHUIK? Torma XKUBO 3a Aeo.

— Taxk To4HO!

[To nmpukasy [llaHa monuielckrue 6poCUNINCH HApyXKy. AcTap, Bce elle B 06/IMYbe OOHOTO U3 HUX,
mocyiefioBa 3a rpynmnoi. Oduiiep, KOTOPHI 00HAPYXKUI €ero YKpHITHE, 1exkaln 6e3 CO3HaHUS Ha
OKOHHOM KapHU3€, CIIPSITaHHAIN OT T'JIa3 IITOPOM.

HukTo HU4Yero He 3aMeTHUII.

[ITaH, B HEBEOEHUH 00 YIIOBKE ACTapa, HaKpPEeIIKO 3aIllep OBePb KOMHATHI, TEM CaMBIM JIMIIIHUB €TI0
9TOT'O YKPBITHA. ACTap OCMOTPEJICA U OBUHYJICA K Ka6I/IHeTY, Ioe HaXO0OHuJIaCh IIeJIb €ro BhIJIa3KH.

[TpubsiTHE AcTapa HaBeJIO IIYMy B IOMECTbe. 3HaTHBIE TOCTH, ITpexke He 0OpaTUBIINE BHUMaHUS Ha
ero MpenynpexaeHre, TeIePh MEITaTUCh CIPSITATh CBOY JPAroleHHOCTH, TT0Ka 0(UILIephl TOPOIIUIUCH
WCIIOTHUTE IpuKal3anus [llaxHa.

Bce mBepu ObInTM 3allepTHI, BKITIOYAs Hafe:KHO 3alUINeHHEIe BOPOTa B caM 0CcoOHSK. Ha Kaxkmom
BXOJIe 3a TOJIIOM CJIefuIH HabonaTelbHbe B30PHI IIaphI IIOCTOBBIX, TOTOBHIE YBUETh MeTbYalIinii
IPU3HaK NMPUCYTCTBUS AcTapa. bnusunack pa3Bsi3ka 3TOT0 Xaoca.

Hobpasimuck {0 KabuHeTa, ACTap IPeObsBUII MTOTUIENCKYI0 KHUXKKY CTPakKHUKAM, CTOSIBIIUM Ha
BXOfIE.

— HOprIfI BedeD. ACTap HaXOOUTCS B 3maHuM. 711 UCIIOTHEHUS IIPXKa3a I'JIaBHOT'O CHIIIKKA MHE
HeO6XOI[I/IMO YOOCTOBEPHUTHCSA, YTO BCE€ OKHA BHYTPH ITOJTHOCTBIO 3aKPHITEHI.

CTpaXXHUKY IIPOBEPUIIH CONEPKUMOE KHUKKHU U 00OMEHSIIUCH B3rIsigaMu. He HaWs BO3pakKeHUH,
OHM IIOCTYYasId B [IBepPb. BHO HAIyTaHHEIM rpad BLHICYHYICS B IPOXO, YTOOH! IIOMPHBETCTBOBATh
noceTtuTensi. CTpaXXHUK CII0OBO-B-CJIOBO ITepefasl eMy mpock0y AcTapa.

— Pasymeertcs, npouty Bac. OKHO BHYTPY 3allepTo, U 3a[BUXKKa 3allulleHa KieeM. [locMoTpute
CaMHu.

He y3HaBas, KTo Ha fejie CTOSI Iepeld HUM, rpad pacmaxHyn ABepb. BEICTPO m03M0poBaBIIKuCh, ACTap
BoLIes B KabuHeT. BOKOBLIM 3peHHeM OH pacCMaTPHUBAJ, KTO ellle HaXOJUJICS B KOMHATe.

B xKabuHeTe CTOSI/IM TOJIBKO KHUKHBIN ITKad, pab04Yuil CTON U CUAEHUe [JII TOCTel. AcTap yBUOeN
CBOe IpeaynpexXaeHre Ha CTOJIe, HO TAMHCTBEHHBIN He3HAKOMeI] OTCYTCTBOBAI.



AcTap oCMOTpeIl 3adBUKKY B YTy O0/IbIIOr0 OKHa. Kak u roBopui rpad, oHa Oblyia MOKPHITA KIEEM U
Temeph JepKajaach HETIOIBUKHO.

ITon BUIOM NPOBEPKY HafleX KHOCTU KpeIyleHusl AcTap U3BJIeK PaCTBOPUTENIb U HAHEC ero Ha KJIel,
0T4Yero Ha HeM 00pa30BaJiCs He3aMeTHHIN Oelblil ciiol. [IpuKphIBas NIaBAIIyIOCsa 3aJBUKKY
COOCTBEHHBIM TEJIOM, OH OCTOPOZKHO OIYCTHUJI TYTO 3aBI3aHHBIM MeIIOoYeK 3a IITOPY, IpeXie 4eM
II0BEPHYTBCA K rpady.

— B xabuHeTe TONMBKO OHO OKHO? [Ipoillly Bac MpefoCcTaBUThL CBeeHusI 000 BCex BXOfax B
oMelrieHre, Jaxe ecjIi OHU He O0JIbIlle MBIIIMHON HOPKM, — MoTpebdoBan AcTap.

— Bxopet mepen BaMu. B 3TOT KabUHET MOXKHO ITPOHUKHYTH JIUIIL Yepe3 OKHO UITA BXOTHYIO OBEPD.
Mens nmo3abaBuio mpeaynpexaeHre Actapa 0 HaMePeHUH IIOXUTUTh ACTapT, OMHAKO OH 3[IeCh!
HMnepaTopCKuil ABOP MOCIAJ CBOUX JIIOfIel, OHM HaBepHSKa €r0 CXBATAT, HO UTO €CJIA OH yCIeeT
HamacTh Ha MeHs? — IoceToBas rpad.

— He Gecnokoiitecs! MbI festaeM Bce BO3MOXKHOe. Kpome Toro, AcTap ellle He pa3y He MPUYUHUI
HUKOMY Bpefa, BaM He CTOUT 0e3 HyXK/Ibl BOJTHOBAThCS, — 3aBEPHUJI €ro AcTap.

Brino HesicHO, mpucymancs nu rpad K ero cnosaM. OH Apoxall, CIIOBHO OCHHKA Ha BETPY, U
OTpHULIAJ Hajinyue AcTapTa BOIIPEKU CBEOEeHHUSIM O TalHOU MOKYIIKe.

AcTapT mmoman Bo BlafieHue rpada, 67aromaps CEKpPeTHOM CHeNKe ¢ KaHIIepoM. Bo3MoXKHO, OH
pro6pet ero, mojaras, YTo OH MOXKEeT ITOJIyYUTh 3BaHKe «PaccBeTa», eClId BCe OCTajIbHEIe OyIyT
YHHYTOKEHHL,

Takoe pa3BuTue cCoOBITHI OBIII0 MaJIOBEPOSATHO, OMHAKO Ipad TBepao B 3T0 Bepull. [llaHcoB He OBIIO y
TeX, KTO JIUIIeH ACTapTOB, OMHAKO ITPU HAIWM4YUX XOTsI OBl OMHOTO BEPOSITHOCTH Bo3pacTasa mo 0,01
npoueHTa. A pasauiia Mexay 0 u 0,01 Bce-Taku eCTb.

Cpenka mpoluia TalHo, I03TOMY IIpenynpexXneHre AcTapa IIPUBETIO BCEX B HEIOYMEHUE — KpOMe
camoro rpada. JlromsaM ero TUTYyJa BlafeTbh AcTapTaMy He II03BOMISAIOCE. AcTap cOumncs co crena?
Onnako ero npegynpeXxaeHNe SBHO YKa3bIBaJIo Ha KeJlaHUe 3aBjlafieTb AcTapToM rpada.

OcTtanbHble OBl YOEXKOEHHI, UTO IIPOU30IIIa oubka, Ho rpad 0w o0ecrnokoeH. OTKyna Actap
3HaeT ero TauHy? OOuH HEBEPHHIN ar — U rpad), KaHILJIep U UX MOCOOHUKK OYOyT OTBEYaTh
MMIIepaTopy.

[MTonuuus yTBepKaana, 4To AcTap He COBEpIaeT HAaCUJIKS, OMHAKO OHU He 3HAJIX BCEH ITPAaB[IHI.
O6napyxeHue AcTtapTa IIpUBeeT K UMIIEPATOPCKOMY THEBY, UbM IOCTIECTBUS OyOyT cTpaliHkbl. He B
CHJIaXx CO3HaThCSA B COOCTBEHHOM CTpaxe, rpad TOJIBKO X MOT, 4TO cj1ab0 KWBaTh OPUIlepy, OmIyIas,
KaK HalpsXKeHHNe CKUMaeT eMy TopJio.



[pen TeM, Kak yiTu, ACTap 0TCal0TOBasn rpady ¥ mpemymnpenu ero:

— Pa3 yx BHI Tak 6€CIIOKOUTECH, TI03BOJIbTE 00YUYEHHOM 0XpaHe HaXOOUTLCS B 3TOM KOMHATe U
3amnpuTe Kak ciaefnyet ABepu. HUKOro He BIyCcKalTe BHYTPhb. ACTap CIaBUTCS CBOUM YMEHHEM MeHSThb
o0nuybe ¥ MPOXOOUTh Yepe3 nperpamsl. [I0CKONMbKY B 3MaHUX HET AcTapTa, OH IIOIPOCTY YUOET C
MyCTHIMUA PYKaMH.

— 4 nmpuMy K CBeIeHUIO BalllX CJIOBa. bjaromapio. mocye Ballero yxoaa s 3ampy ABEPh TakK XOPOIIIO,
YTO faXke MypaBei He MIPOIOI3eT.

Cnemys mpenymnpexaeHuio, rpad fan yKa3aHUsI CBOEMY CTPaXKHUKAM:

— dcHo Bam? { 3ampychk 37mech [0 ciaexyouero yrpa. Kto 661 He IpoCHICs BHYTPh, HU B KOEM ClIydae
He BIIyCKaTh

— Cnyuatocs!

— Taxk TouyHO!

CTpaXXHUKM OTBETUJIU YETKO U yBepeHHO. OHU OBUIM CTOJIb XOPOIIO 00y4eHEl, YTO He BIYCTUIIX OB U
CaMoTo0 UMIIepaTopa, eciu OBl TOT B3AyMaJl SIBUTHCS.

«O4eHb, 0OYEHD XOPOIIIO».

Acrap ele pa3 oTcasoToBaj rpady U, BEIIAS U3 KabuHeTa, MpUONMU3UICS K COCEOHEN IBEPHU C
HaMepeHUeM IIOCTy4YaTh B Hee.

— Ax, ota roctuHas. OHa IIycTa, MOXeTe caMu YOeIUThCS, — CTPaXKHUK, 3aMeTUBIINY AcTapa,
mo6e3HO Mpefynpenun ero.

AcTap OTBETHJI eMy OBICTPHIM CaJIIOTOM, 3aTeM OTKPHUT IBEPh TOCTUHOM, BOILIET BHYTPh ¥ 3aKPEIT €€
3a co0oi.

['ocTuHAas BHITTIAAeENa BIONHE 3ayPsARHO. YOeOuBIINCE, YTO OH OOUH, ACTap MOAOIIEeN K OKHY,
PACKpHII €T0 ¥ Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMep. [lepeq ero B30poM BO3HUKIIO HESICHOE BUEHHE YeJIOBeKa B
YepHOM, KOTOPOI'0 OH paHee yBujen B KabuHeTe. Ka3amocs, 4To He3HAKOMEI] TOKUHYI KaOWHET KaK
pas mepeq mpuxonoM AcTapa.

— YeM MeHbBIIIE CBUETENIEN, TeM JIy4dllle, — IIeHYJ AcTap caMoMy cebe.

OH u3BNEK U3 KapMaHa 49acChbl U CBEPUJICSA C BPEMEHEM. OnH HaxoOuICs B TOCTUHOH [IBE MHHYTHIL.



«ITopa meucTBOBaTH».

AcTap pacnaxHyJ CTaBHU U OLIEHUJI paCCTOSIHUE [0 COCeIHEeN KOMHaThl. KapHu3, yKpallaromu
CTeHy, OB He IIKpe ero JIafloHu, HO Ayt AcTapa 9To Oblla BCe paBHO UTO ITapafHas JeCTHUIIA.

3aerHI/IB Ha JIHIle ra30BYI0 MacCKy, OH CTYIIMJI Ha KaPpHU3 U OCTOPO2KHO OBUHYJICA BIIEPEN. [To cTene
30aHusA TO U [ejio npoﬁeram/I JIy4n CBETa.

[TepenBurasice momo6HO Kpaly, AcTap BXKUMAJICS CIIMHON B CTEHY, YTOOHI CIIUTHCS C TeHbIO. OH
OCTaHOBHUJICS Tepefi OKHOM KabuHeTa U BHITSAHYII II€10, 3arfisgabiBas BHYTPb. O0a cTpaxkHUKa U rpad
0e3 Co3HAHUS JleKaly Ha I0JIy, UX Xpall 3all0JIHII KOMHATY.

«Ka4yeCTBEeHHEIE YCHIIINIAKIIAE aPpOMATEI HUKOT'IAd HE ITOOABOOAT.

AcTap MSTKO TOJIKHYJ CTaBHIO, U OKHO C JIETKOCTBHIO pacCllaXHYJI0Ch, 3a[IBUXKKa Y2Ke pacIiaBUJIack.
Ona GecnryMHO OTBEXasla B CTOPOHY, KakK Oy[ATO HEeJaBHO IIOUMHEHHAs ¥ CMa3aHHas MacjioM. AcTap
Opocun BT Ha MeIIoYeK 3a IITOPOM, BCe ellle UCITyCKAIOIINM YCHIIISIONINEM apoMaT, Tpexae 4eM
CITyCTUTBLCS B KOMHATY.

«A Temepb mocMoTpuM. I'pad OB IBHO 3aMHTEPECOBAH B TOM yUaCTKe».

He Tepsist Hu MuUHYTH, AcTap npobezkal majabllaMy 110 KopellkaM KHUT ¥ 3amep. OH Halynan
00710XKy, KoTOpas Oblyla clierKa X0JIOfHee, 4YeM BCe OCTasIbHbIE, OIIyIleHNe IPOXIaAbl JOCTUTTIO €T0
IaJiblieB Yyepes lepyarky.

«31ech CKPHIT KaKOK-TO MEXaHU3M».

OH MOTSHYJ KHUTY K ce6e. BMecTo TOro, 4ToOk! JIETKO BEHICKOJIb3HYTh, OHA OCTAHOBMIIACH HA MOJIIYTH
C MeTaJNINYeCKUM IIeTYKOM. JacTh KHUXKHOM IIOJIKM OTheXajla B CTOPOHY, 3a HeW CKPHIBA/ICA Ceud.

«I'pad momKHO GEITH TOTPATHUII HA ACTAPT LIEJIOE COCTOSIHUE.

MexaHu3M OBIJT YCTPOEH CJIOKHO, a BOT Ceid BHITISAIEI ONpeneieHHO YCTapeBIIUM. YBEPEHHEIN B
CBOHMX HaBHIKax B3710Ma, ACTap IpuzxKaii yXx0 K IBEPU U OCTOPOKHO ITOBEPHYJI JUCK.

«lenk, mernk... KpakK... IIeJIK, IIeJIK... O3UHb...».

Ceti¢ oT0O3BasCs Ha IPUKOCHOBEHKEe AcTapa. BHYTpY OTKpPEHIBIIETOCS XpaHWINIIA OH YBUE IIepo
yKpalleHHE! 30710ToH Ky0oK. 1300pakeHus aHTesIoB, BEITOUeHHEE TOHKUMU JIMHUSAMU, 00paMIIsiin
[paroleHHEle KAMHU UCKYCHOU paboTH, a B lleHTpe KyOKa KpacoBalach OrpoMHas OnecTamas
JKeMUyXKUHa.



ACTap IMOOHAN KYGOK " BHUMATEJIBHO €TI0 PaCCMOTPEII, €T0 6p0BI/I Pa309apOBaHHO COABUHYIIUCE.

«HeyxkTo0 onsiTh BIycTy10? KaxkeTcs, BCAKUI pa3, Koraa s rpabiio oM ouepegHoro 6orayva,
XBaJIAIIerocs CBOMM aCTapTOM, S HATHIKAIOCh Ha MOAOENIKY».

OH BCITIOMHWJI, YTO I'pad BOJIHOBAJICS BCePhes, IBHO He MOM03PeBasi, YTO ero MpoBen. ACTap,
IIOTJIaXKUBas OJ00OPOOOK IO Ta30BOM MacCKOM, pemtus 3abpaTh ¢ co00i BCce AparoleHHOCTH, Jaxke
ecnu apTedakT OBUT MOAEIbHEIN, KaMHY BHITJISIENIN HaCTOSIIAMH.

OH ¥3BJIeK U3 HATPYOHOT0 KapMaHa IUIOTHYIO KaPTOUKY ¥ IOJIOXKUII €€ B ceiid BMecTo KyOKa, DoCTas
PYYKY ¥ Hayasl UCaTh:

«[Ipuiioch B3STh Balll MOAAeNTbHBIM AcTapT. [Ipoiy o6ecredynuTs MOAIMHHOCTD B CIIEAYIOMNi pa3...»

— To ecTb TH BCe-TaKu BOPHUILKA?

— Bosce Het. YT0?!

Acrap 3aMep HajJ KapTO4YKOM, COUTHIN C TOJIKY CTPAHHBIM I'0JIOCOM. B BO37yxe BCe elrle CTOSI
IJIOTHBIY 3allaX YCHIIAomero 6J1aroBoHus. 3a nuiymuM ActapoM Habofan MyXK4riHa B YEPHEIM,
KOTOPOro rpad paHee Ha3Bal «IIPEBOCXOOUTENECTBOM», OIIPEMIeIEHHO HE IIO[BIaCTHHIY NEeVCTBUI0
HapKOTUYECKOT0 JbIMa.
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