CornbxBa, KOTOPEIH CMOTPes Ha MEPEH C HEITOHMMAIOUIUM BUIOM, MOOOIIENT KO MHe. OH TUXO0
OKJIUKHYJT MEHSI:

— Meéxa.

— Yto0?

— MoxeT, MHe TOXe B35Th B PyKH Kakoe-HUOyab OpyxKue?

A menneHHO IIepeBeJl Ha Hero B3rJIAd: «...»

[ToyeMmy 3meCh TaK MHOTO KPaCUBBIX JIIOfIEN?

MeHs CHOBa HacTuUrja «paHaTCKas KaTacTpoda», U 5T KPeIKO 3aKMYyPUIICS.

— Tebe u He HYKHO OpaTh OpPyKUe, TH U TaK KPACUBHIK.

Ot Mowux coB ConbXBa CMYIIEHHO ITOKPACHE, HO, HAaOpaBLIKCh CMEJIOCTH, CKa3al:

— Méxa ToxXe KPaCHUBHIH...

— fA? — ynuBNEHHO MEPECIPOCH S.

— ITa. — ComnbxXBa IPOTSIHYJI PYKY U CJerKa TKHYJ MeHS B IEKY. — MaJleHbKU U MSATKUH.

¢l ¥ caM MHOTO pa3 AyMall, YTO Y MeHs JIULI0 YBepeHHOTo B cebe xoMsuka. OcoOEHHO, KOTrfa 5
o3amayveH. ['0BOPST, TOTa S BEITJISIKY 0COOEHHO MHIIO. §1 MOBOIBHO YIBIOHYJICS U BBITPSIMUIICS,
OTBETHUB:

— Cnacub6o.

— IlpaBpa, Kpacushii, — moBTOpUn CONbXBa.

«IIpusiTenb, U3 HAC ABOUX THI BCE PABHO KPaCUBEe», — U C 3TOM MBICIIBIO I IIPUHSIIICS 00eMMU PyKaMU
6e32KanoCTHO MATH mEKu ConbxBel. TyT MEpPEH 3aKpUyana:

— XBaTHUT Urpath, uguTe cropa! EcTs mopa!

— IDa, Mépeén! Ax, kak xodeTcs ecTb. [Tomnmu ckopee ecth, ConbXBa.



— [a.

4 3axan ronosy CoJIbXBH ITOA MEIIIKOU ¥ TaK BEHILIEN C HUM HapyXKy. Kak TOJIbKO MEL CeJIU Tepen
pa3orpeTou egou, IPUITHEE apOMaTHl yapyuiIu B HOC.

— HpI/IﬂTHOFO aAIllIIEeTHUTAa.

— Ara, Tebe TOXKe.

«Kak xopoI1o, 4To u cerofgHs Bcé obormtoch 6e3 mpouciectBuil. Korma Ml mepeemeM B X3063i, 6ygem
XKUTh B 00mbiIel 6e30macHOCTu?» — nogyMait si. C 00JIerY€HHEIM CEPAIIEM S IOTSHYJICS 3a CTAKaHOM
BOMEI, KaK BOPYT...

*Tyk-TyK*

Kro-To mocTy4dan B iBeph. MBI HaCTOPOKEHHO 3aMepiid. KTo 6b1 9T0 MOT OBITH? B Takoe BpeMsi HUKTO
He MPUXOAUT. MbI, CJIOBHO CTOBOPUBIIKCH, YCTABUIUCH Ha ABEPD, IIJIOTHO C3KaB I'yOHI.

*Tyk-TyK*

[ToH$B, UTO MBI He CIIEIIIMM OTKpHIBaTh, HE3BaHbIM T'OCTh ITOCTY4Yasl CHOBa. MEép€EH Habpasach
CMEeJIOCTH U CIIPOCHIIa:

— Kto Tam?

— VI3BUHUTE 3a O3[HUM BU3UT. 4 UIly OMHOTO YyeoBeKa. He MOriu OBl BBl IOTOBOPUTE CO MHOMU
MUHYTKY?

['onoc GBI YUCTHIN ¥ MEJIOOUYHBIH, CJIOBHO HEQPHUTOBEIE IIAPUKY KATHIACE 110 TTOKHOCY. Ho uMeHHO
13-3a TOTO0, YTO I'0JIOC TaK He BSI3aJICS C CUTyalluel, CTaso ellé cTpaliHee. {1 Kpemde npuxar K cebe
Meépéen u Conbxay.

— Koro BrI nnete? — MEpEH 3afasia HOBBIM BOIIPOC.

— 41 xoTena GBI CKa3aTh BaM 3TO IUYHO. OTKPOUTE, MOKAIYHUCTa, ABEPD.

— W3BuHUTE, BpeM€EHa HEIH4YE He CIIOKOWHEI, yT00 MBI TaK IIPOCTO OTKPHIBAJIKM OBEPEL HE3HAKOMIIaM B
TEMHOTE.

— O, a pa3Be B 3TOM [IOM€ HET B3POCHBIX? — MIOCIEeN0BaI HOBLIM BOIPOC OT HE3HAKOMOU XKEHIIUHHI.



Bcé, MBI mponanu.

MeépEH BCTPEBOKEHHO ITIOCMOTpPEIIa Ha MEHS U CIIPOCHUIIa:

— Yrto HaM gesaTh?

X0Tenoch MPOCTO He OTKPHIBATh U TEPIIETH 10 IIOCIIEMHETO.

Ho s Gosiyicst, 4TO eclii He OTKPBITh, TOT YeJIOBEK IIPOCTO BHIIOMAET ABeph. Ha mBepu He GBIIO
HUKAKHX 0COOBIX 3alI0POB — IIPOCTO TOJICTAas JepeBsHHAs J0ocKa. JIydile yK OTKPHITh. ITO JTydIle,
YyeM eCjIu [IBePhb Pa3HecyT B IIENKU. B TOT MOMEHT, Korfia s cobpascst OTKPHITE ABephb, CobXBa
TIOCTIEIITHO OTTAIIMII MEHS Ha3af,.

— Aii! — TOJIBKO ¥ yCIeJl BCKDUKHYTD £1.

MBI ITIOXHYIUCE Ha 10T, ¥ B TO K€ MIHOBEeHUe IBePb PyxHyJla Ha 3eMito. Ecnu Ox1 ConbxBa He
OTTAIWUI MeHs, MeHs Obl TOUHO IIPUAABUIIO. YBUEB Pa30UTYIO ABEPE, S HE CTOIBKO UCIyTaCs,
CKOJIbKO paccTtpousics. Hy Kak 4eioBeK MOXKeT ObITh TAKUM HETEPIEIUBLIM?

— Ecmu OBl BB 4yTh-4yTh MIOM0KOAJIH, MBI OBl CAMM OTKPBIIH, TOCIOXKa!.. — 5 y2Ke XOTeJ BEICKa3aTh
CBOE BO3MYIIEHKEe, HO 0CEKCS.

[ToTromy uTO mBOpP OBLI 3aAIIOTHEH JTIOABME B O€JIhIX M YEPHHIX OfexKaaxX. BcEé mpormano — HU YKCIIOM,
HU pPa3MepoM HaM UX He Of0JIeTh. S1 CHOBa 3aKphII PoT. 2KEeHIIMHA, CTOSBINAs ITePe] BEPEIO,
IIOBEPHYJIa TOJIOBY B HAIIly CTOPOHY U CKa3aa:

— Hama. 41 3Hana, 9T0 9TO TOT caMblil foM. HemapoM y MeHst ObIJI0 TaKOe XOpOolilee IPeIdyBCTBHUE.

[lTapkast HOTaMH, MeX/y JIIOIbMH HETOPOILIABO BHIIIIENI MyKUYKUHA C PACIYIIEHHEIMA Y€ PHBIMU
BOJI0CAMu. M3-1mog; 6aMOyKOBOM HIIUISIIE CHSITIO K10 Oelloe, Kak BOCK. B ToT mur, korma CobxBa
Kperye mpuXkai MeHs K cebe, MyKUrWHa OIyCTHUIICS Ha OJHO KOJIeHO. 3aTeM MPOTSHYI PYKy U
TIOTSIHYJI 38 HECKOJIBKO Ipsifel 0enbix Boaoc CombxBel. JInio CONbXBH Cpa3y Ke UCKA3UIOCh OT
37100HI.

Xnomn — ConbxBa OBICTPO OTOM PYKY MyKYUHHL. TOT clerka yauBIEHHO mocMoTpes Ha COnbXBy, a
3aTeM YTOJIKY eTo I'y0 MeJIeHHO TIOI0JI3/IM BBEPX, KOTAa OH TPOKOMMEHTUPOBAJI Bhitag COJIbXBH:

— JIuIIOM He BHIIIETT, 3aTO XapaKTePOM TOUYb-B-TOUb... — MyK4YHHA CHOBa MOTHSIICSI. OH CIIOXKUIT
PYKH B IIOYTUTEILHOM KECTE U OYEeHb BEXK/IMBO TPOU3HEC: — MaJleHbKUY TOCIIONH, 5 IPHUIIET,
yTOoOH! 3a6paTh Bac.

«MamneHbKHM TOCTIONUH?» — ¥ MeHsI caM CO00#M POT OTKPHIJICS.



— YTo TH CeHYac CKa3an?.. — paCTePSHHO MPoOOPMOTaIl 5.

4 TONMBKO HaYal HEMHOTO pa36I/IpaTLCH B yCs, KaK ITOsIBUIJIOCE HOBO€ CJIOBO.

— «MamneHbKUY TOCIIOIUH» — 3TO ellé KaK MOHUMaTh? — MEPEH, Y KOTOPOH, TIOX0XKe, TOXKE
pasborenach roioBa, OPoCUIach KO MHe.

K cuacThio, MyK4YrHa HUKAK He IPeNsITCTBOBAJ HallleMy JKeJlaHUI0 IeIUIAThCA APYT 3a ApyTa B 9TOM
cTpaurHoM mupe. OTINYHO, faBaliTe OepKaThCSI BMeCTe, yCSA-HEBeXKABl. B TOT MUT, KOTia MBI C
MépéeH o0HAIM APYT Opyra, s BCTpeTuncs B3rnsaaoM ¢ CombxBoii. OH CBUPENO 3aKpryat:

— {1 He MajleHbKUY TOCIIOOUH!

Tak KTO e TaKOH 9TOT MaJeHbKHH TOCIOguH? TH-TO 3HAEIb, HO MHE TOXKe 00BSICHH, YTOOH! I XOTh
YTO-TO IIOHKMAJI B 9TOM Pa3rOBOpeE.

4 Habpasncs cMenocTu u OKIUKHYN COJIbXBY:

— ITocnymau, Conpxsa.

ConbxBa B3OPOTHYJI BCEM TEJIOM M SPOCTHO 3aMOTaJ I'0JIOBOM.

— Her. { He xoTen cnenuanbHO CKPHIBATD.

— f He 3TO UMeIn B BUAY, A IIPOCTO...

— TToBepn MHe. f HUKOTHA HE XOTeJI BAaC 0OMaHBIBATh.

4 moTepsin map peuu, u Torga MEPEH, KOTOPOU HAOEJIO 3TO CNYIIAaTh, BMEIIAIach:

— YT0 3HAYUT «MaJIeHLKUU T'OCIIOINH»?

_A?

— MBI OOJIKHEI 3HATh, YTO 9TO 3HAYHUT, YTOOBI XOTh KAK-TO CJIEOUTH 3a Pa3roBopoM. CHadasa
00BSICHH, TIOUEMY 9TH JIIOOU Ha3hIBAIOT TeOST «MaJIeHbKUM TOCIIOIUHOM>.

At ma 3T0 Hama MépéH. Ymuuia! OHa yCBOMIIA, YTO B TAKUX CUTYAIUSAX HYKHO IIPOCTO MPSIMO
TOBOPHUTD TO, UTO XOUEIITh CKa3aTh.
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