Csio JIu mocBeTusn pOHAPUKOM Ha JIUIO CTATYH.

Y Heé u3HavaNbHO OBLIM IyXJIblE IIeKX, ¥ OHa Oblja 0X0Ka Ha CUMIIaTUYHYI0 KyKiy. Ero 3pauku
ObLK OOpallleHs K BXOIHOM IBepH, HO KAKUM-TO 00pa30M B 3TOT MOMEHT €My IT0Ka3ajIoCh, YTO OH
CMOTPHUT B cTOpoHY Cs10 JIu. Kak TonbKO OH 00HAPYKUII, UTO €r0 PaKypC He COBCEM IIPaBUJIbHBIM, OH
B MTHOBEHUE OKa II0BEPHYJICS 00paTHO.

Csio JIu cmenasn HeCKOJIBKO I1aroB Ha3al, HalpaBUB CBeT (OHapUKa IMPSIMO Ha JIUIO0 CTaTyH, U
3aqyMumBO ITOCMOTpPeN Ha Hee. E 11331uH Toxke 06paTuyl BHUMaHKe Ha CTaTyio B (JOHTaHE.

— 4 He 3aMeTUJI B HEM AyXa...

Csio JIu mobaBum:

— Tol He 3aMeTHUsI Ipu3paka u B By 'yHe.

E 1I3311H ObIJI HEMHOTO YSI3BJIEH.

— HekoTopele npu3paku 061afa0T 0COOEIME CIOCOOHOCTSMY, U S OEeUCTBUTEIBHO HE 3aMedalo ux
IBIXaHUS, TIOKa OHU TOOPOBOJILHO HE PACKPHIBAIOT CBOIO JIMYHOCTB.

KpomMme Toro, 0H IpUBHIK MmoytaraThcsi Ha Csio JIu ¥ He UCIO0Ih30Basl CBOM TallaHT B TIOJTHON MEPE,
yToOH U3yuuTh By I'yHa. Jltogu OBIIM MHEPTHHEIMU CyllecTBaMu. Kak TOIBKO OHU HAWOYT APYTUX, Ha
KOT'0 MOKHO II0JIOXKUTHCS, OHU C JIETKOCTBIO OTKAXyTCS OT IIpaBa AyMaTh B II0JIb3Y APYTOM CTOPOHEL.

Csto JIu mpopmosKal CMOTPeTh Ha CTaTyio B ¢hoHTaHe. Yk3H U He 3HaN moppobHOCTEH, HO
yyBCTBOBaJ, 4TO E 1I3311uHy OBIT HAHECEH yhap. A IOToMy OH u300pas3uit c1abyi BOMHCTBEHHYIO
yneIOKy. OH He 3Hau, Obla i 3T0 uuto3ust Cso JIu, HO moKa oH HabIIomai, Kak Mo4a CTaTyu — aXx,
HeT, Bofla B GoHTaHe — cTasa 6onee OypHOU. Boma ceituac Ka3ajach HEMHOTO T'yile, 4YeM Oblia [0
3TOTO.

Csto JTu cMOTpeTT Ha MaJIeHbKOT0 aHTesla B QOHTaHe B TeUeHMe TPUALATHA CEKYH/. 3aTeM OH CHOBa
BKJTIOUMJT ()OHAPHK U CHEJIa HECKOJIBKO IIAaroB BIepef, YTOOh pacnaxHyTh ABEPh CTApOTo OyHTaso.

— 370... 9T0 BCe?! — cupocuna Jluns Llunu, yka3as Ha CTaTyo.

— A 410 em€? Xouellb CIPOCUTD, TIOYEMY BAPYT BKIIOYUIICS POHTaH? BO3MOXKHO, 9TO
[IPUBETCTBEHHAS IIePeMOHMS, — 3asaBui Cs0 JIu, BXOOS B CTAPBIM OOM.

3a HUM TI0C/IelOBald OCTANbHEIE, ¥ B KOHIIE OCTalach TONbKO Anmuca. OHa mokoje6anach, [OCTaB U3
KapMaHa (oToammapar, npexpae 4eM choTorpadupoBaTh GOHTAH. 3aTEM OHA HAIIPABUIACh B KOHEI]
ouepenu. ITo cTapoe OyHrasmo ObIIO He TAKUM BETXHMM, KaK BBEITJISIIENIO0 CHAPYXKHU. HampoTus, Tam



OLLJIO OYEHb YHUCTO.

970 OBII0 HEOOBIYHOE MECTO C IpuBUAEHUSIMHU. He OBIIO HY BT, HU KPOBH. 37eCh OBITIO TAaK YKCTO,
Kak OynaTo B HeM XKunu mofu. OH OblJT 04eHb OOJBIINM U IIYCTHIM. KpHIlila TpencTaBsiia co0om
IIOJIYKPYT C apkoi. Ha HeM He Oviy1o miocTphl. Csio JIu gaxe yJIoOBUII JIETKUM apoMar
ne3uHOUIMPOBAHHON BOMHI.

UxksH U nocnenosan 3a Cso JIu u poImienTan:

— Kak s mory He BuneTh B 3ToM MecTe paboTy LIsiHb LI3ricioaHb? OHa NEVCTBUTENbHO HIHS UTH
IIPOCTO Aypadusia Hac?

Csio JIu nokadarn rojoBor. OH OCBETHJI BXOIHYIO IBeph (OHAPUKOM ¥ HaIlpaBUJICS BrIyOb 3MaHUs.

— Ilopmoxpau-Ka... A! — no3Basna JIuas L{uim, HO OHa ycIieja IPOM3HECTHU TOJIBKO IEPBOE CJIOBO, KOTrAa
IIPOU30IIIJIa TIepeMeHa.

Kak TOJbKO UTPOKH MOJOLUIH K CEPENUHE CTAPOTo OYHTas0, BECh ITOJI BHE3ATHO 0OPYIIMIICS, KaK
OyITO KTO-TO TPOHY KaKOK-TO MexaHu3M. ['pyTimna mpoBaauaach CKBO3b II0JI, ¥ BCe BOKPYT IOTJIOTHIA
ThMa.

[TycToti mon OBICTPO CHOBA CJIMJICA BOENUHO, U (OHTAH B CTAPOM [OMe IiepecTasl OuThk. B ocTaBieiics
BOJIE€ MTOSIBUJTUCH TTY3BIPHKH, U 3TO OBLIO I0X0XkKe Ha paboTy MexaHKW3Ma, KOTa Bofa CTeKasa Ha JHO
dboHTaHa.

)%k

Cst0 JIu IOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO BCE €T0 TEJIO HAXOMUTCS B COCTOSTHUM HEBECOMOCTH. 3aTEM €My
II0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO KTO-TO B BO3[yXe ITOMOT €My ITOJHSTHCS, YTOOBI OH He yIaJjl I'0oJI0BOM BIiepes Ha
3emtio. ETo myedo Bce ellle Kyna-TO YIIUPAiochk, HO OBIIO OIIyIIeHNe, YTO YTO-TO IIIEIKOBHCTOE
00BHJIOCH BOKPYT €T0 PYKH ¥ 3apUKCHUPOBAJIO B OTHOCUTEIHHO HETIOOBUKHOM ITOI0KEHUH.

OTax 37ech OTIMYAJICS OT 9TaXKa B OyHraso HaBepxy. CBeT OblI 04eHb IPKUM, TAKOTO poja Oesrbiit
CBET 3aCTaBJISI JIIOfIeH BIAaTh B TAHUKY.

Bo BpeMs IIageHus UTPOKU PA3OEIUIINCh U IIOIIAJIM B PAa3HBIE MEeCTa. Csi0 JIu ormsimerncsi, HUKOTO He
YBUOEII U He YCIIbIIIAJI HUKAKUX OPYTUX 3BYKOB. On FJIY6OKO B3OOXHYII U JOTPOHYJICA OO CTEHEI, HO
06Hapy}KI/IH, 4YTO KYKJIa IIPUTBO30UJIa €TI0 K MECTYy BOJIOCaMH. Cs0 JIn KOCHYJIaChb MaJIeHbKOHU TOJIOBKHU
KYKIJIBI ¥ IIPDOAOOJIZKUII UATHU BIIEPE.

MecTo, TIe OH ymaJ, 6BII0 KOPUAOPOM. 3mech ObII0 CBETIIO CO BCEX CTOPOH, @ OKHA OBLIM YHUCTHIMH.
OHO BHITTISAMENIO KaK Hay4yHas TabopaTopus u ObI0 6e3ynpedHo YuCTEIM. OH BHIIIET U3 9TOT0
KOPHUIOPA, ¥ YBHUIEII, YTO TOT OBIT pa3[esieH Ha OTHeIbHEIE KOMHATH C BHITSIXKHHIMY BEHTHIIITOPAMH.



TeMnepaTypa ocTaBajiach MOCTOSTHHOM, a OBEepu OBLIIH IIPO3PAaYHBIMHU, CTEKIIAHHBIMU. BrIn1o
JOCTATOYHO HpaBJIOHOJIOGHO YTBEPXKOATE, YTO UMEHHO 31€Ch pa60TaHa Lsupb LI3bICI0aHb.

Csio JIu MuHOBAJ P CTeKNISHHBIX ABepei ¢ 018 mo 030. OgHako Bce OHM OBbIIK MYCTHI, He OBIIO
Ilaxke CTOJIOB, CTYJIbeB M CKaMeeK. OTO OBUIN... TeCTOBbIe HoOMepa? Cs0 JIu pa3MBIIIsi Ipo cebd,
OBUTASICh BIIEPEL.

[Top3emuas nabopaTopus 3aHUMaa OOJIBIIYIO IJIOMagb, KOTOPas BEIXOAMIIA aleKo 3a IIPefekl
CTaporo goma. ITo OBIIO M0X0XkKe Ha OTPOMHYIO ITOI3EMHYI0 ITayTUHY, PACKUHYBIIYIOCS TI0T BCEM
ropogoM. Kak Tompko Csio JIu CHOBa 3aBEpHYII 3a yroil, 00 ero 6apabaHHBEIX EPETIOHOK TOHECCS Yel-
TO TOJIOC.

— DM, 5 TakK IPOTO0JIONAJICS... XOTS S TOJIBKO YTO IOeJI, HO 9TOTO BCE PABHO HEJOCTATOYHO... I Bce
elle roJIofeH...

9TO COPOBOKIANIOCh YaBKaHbEM. BBITIO IOX0KE, YTO 3TOT YeJI0OBEK IENCTBUTEIbHO OBIT T'OJIOEH U
XOTeJ YTO-HUOYOb CheCTh. 3BYK ObLI COBCeM OJIM3KO U, Ka3a0Ch, OTAABAJI IPSIMO B VIIIH.

Csto JIu o0epHYJICS ¥ YBUAEN, YTO B MMyCTOM CTEKISTHHOW KOMHATe BHE3AITHO MOSBUIOCh Ybe-TO JIUIIO.
2KapmHoe nuiio ObIJI0 IPUKATO K CTEKITY. 130 pTa TeKJIa C/II0HA, ¥ IPUHAIeXalla OHa MYyXK4KnHe
CpemHuX jeT. Y Hero ObIT BEIISTUEHHEBIN JKUBOT, U OH Iumnes, Ha0monas 3a Cso JIu.

— { Tak ronomeH... fai MHe... CbeCTh HEMHOTO...

Cs10 JIu u3pan KaKoOU-TO 3BYK U yKa3asl Ha XKUBOT IIPOTHUBHUKA.

— THI TAKOU TOJICTHIM U BCe ellle X04elllb eCTh?

Myx4rHa CpefHUX JIEeT, Ka3ajioCh, He CHbILIa 3TOro. Ero MajgeHbKye I1a3Ky IPUCTAIbHO CMOTPENIH
Ha Cso JIu.

— IIpocTo... OTKyCUTh KyCOYEK!

B sT0ii nycToii mof3eMHOM 1ab0paTOpuy, Toe PEAKO MOXKHO OBITIO BCTPETUTD «XKUBHIX CYIIECTB», Cs0
JIu xoTen cka3aTh cOOECETHUKY HECKOJIBKO CJIOB, KOT/IA YCIIbINIA IIary B HajbHeM Kopumgope. llaru
ObLTM OYeHb TPOMKUMU ¥, Ka3aJI0Ch, IIPUHAMJIEKaIK TsKenoBecy. CKopee BCero, 3To ObLT He
yesioBeK. Ecnu 9T0 OB 4eI0BEK, TO OH JOJIKEH OBl OBITh MEPCOHAXKeM Kak MUHUMYM YPOBHS XaJKa.

MyX4rHa CpegHUX JIeT, IPHUXKaBUIMNCS K CTEKISTHHOW OBEPHU, YIHIOHYIICS.

— 910 GecnonesHo. Tebe He cOexaTs. Eciu xouents c6eKaTh C 3TON OXOTHL... TO TOJIBKO 4epe3 MeHs.



— YT0 TH UMeeIlb B BUIY?

— Boiigu B Moo KaMepy, U S 3amIuIiy Tebs, HO... THl I0K€eH II03BOJIUTh MHE OTKYCUTh KyCOUYeK, —
IIPEJI0KUII TOJOOHBEIA MyKUHa CPEJHUX JIeT. — Y MeHSI 0YeHb CUJIbHBIM alllleTUT, a Thl JOIKEeH
OBITH B COCTOSIHUM COXPAHUTH CBOIO JKM3Hb.

Cs10 JIu moBTOpUII CJ10Ba APYTOU CTOPOHEL.

— omxen?

— MoxeT ObITh? — IMIPOU3HEC MYXKUYMHA CpefHUX eT. — OIHAKOo, eC/Td Thl He BOUIEIIb, €CTh
BEPOSITHOCTh YMEPETh.

Bo BpeMsi Pa3roBopa 3BYK HIaroB B KOPHUAOOPE CTall o6nmuxe. Cso JIu AdazKe 4YyBCTBOBaJI, YTO BCs 3eMIIA
CJIeTKa gpozKalJia.

— ¥V Hac HeT BpeMeHH, — T'Jla3a MyKYKUHHBI 3100HO CBEPKHYIN. — 3a UCK/II0UEHUEM 3TOTO, BCe
OCTaJIbHEIE MECTA HE MOTYT ObITh Pa30I0KMPOBAHEI. ITO BCETO JIUIIL ... 4 Mory cractu Te0s! Ecnu
THI TI03BOJIAIIL MHE... HEMHOT0 OTHOXHYTH! { mporonogarncs...

Ee HeB03MOKHO OBITI0 0THIEPETh. BElTa 60IbINast BEPOSITHOCTD, YTO €T0 CI0Ba Oblu mpaBmou. I1o
KpaiiHeu Mepe, Cs0 JIu paHee HECKOJIBKO pa3 IBITaJICSd BOMTH, HO He cMOr. Kpome 3TOro opyIero,
T'OJIONHOTO YeJioBeKa, He ObII0 HUKAKUX APYTUX MPU3HAKOB OBUKEHMUS.

9TO momXKeH OBITh BEIOOD, OPraHM30BAHHBIN 7SI UTPOKOB. ECITM OH PEIUT He BXOAUTH, TO CTOJIKHETCS
C 3THM CYIIIeCTBOM B Kopupaope. ECiiu OH peluT BOUTH, TO CTOJIKHETCS C TOJIOOHBIM MyKYHUHON
CPeIOHUX JIeT.

Xotst Cs10 JIu Ob110 JTI0O0MBITHO, YTO XK€ MTPOU30III0 B KOPUAOPE, OH IMOoAyMast 06 9TOM U MPUHST
peleHue.

— To, 4TO THI CKa3aJl...

MyK4nHa CpefHUX JIeT OTKPHUI POT U yIBEIOHYICS. OOHOM PYKOM OH ITOTJIa’kKMBajl CBOU JKUBOT, a
OPYTYIO IPUKKUMaJ K IPaBO# CTOPOHE CTEKJITHHOM [ABEPH, KaK Oy[ATO IIPOBEPSIs OTIIeYaTOK CBOEH
JIafOHU.

B CIIEOYIOIIYIO CEKYHOY CTEKIIAHHAA OBEPh OTKPHIIACh U II0II0JI3JIa BBEPX.

— Bxopgute CKOpee, — IIOTOPOITUJI OH.



B To ke BpeMs 11aru B KOPUIOPEe pa3fgaBaiiCh COBCEM PSIIOM, U €r0 MOXKHO OBIIIO YBUOETH, KaK
TOJBKO OH CBEPHYI B KOpuAop. Cso JIu 10BKO BOIIENT B KOMHATy MyKUYMHBI CPEOHUX JIeT. MyX4ynHa
CPEeIOHUX JIEeT YMEJIO MCII0JIb30BaJl CBOE OI'POMHOE TeJlo, YT00k 3a610KupoBaTth nmyTh Cso JIu, u Csio
JIn OB MJIOTHO MPUXKAT K YTy KOMHATHL. TOT COXpaHsJI CBOIO IIEPBOHAYAIBHYIO 103y T'OJIOHOTO
YyeJioBeKa, MPUCIIOHUBIINCE K CTEKISTHHOW OBepU U Habmogasi, Kak MUMO HETO IMIPOXOAUT TOT, KOMY
IpUHaAIexXany mary.

OT0 OBbIJT OTPOMHBIM «TUTAHT» C TPeMs riaa3amu. Crepenu y Hero OBIIO [Ba I'7la3a, Kak y 00BIYHOTO
YyeJI0BeKa, B TO BpeMs KakK Ha 3aThlJIKe ObLJI TPETUH I'J1a3, KOTOPLIHM OB LOBOJILHO O0IbIINM. BepxHas
JacTh KOpHUopa Oblia IPoJioKeHa OOBOJIBHO BEICOKO, ¥ Cs10 JIM IPUKUHYII, YTO OHA COCTaBIIANA
OKOJIO Tpex MeTpoB. M BCe Xe ronosa «ruranTa» Kacauaach IIOTOJIKA.

BemnukaH 06BeJT B3T/ISIAOM KOMHATY MYKYMHEL cpeguux j1eT. OH He 3aMeTust Csio JIu ¥ OBUHYIICS
IPSIMO BIlepe[, BCKOpe UCYe3HYB U3 Mo 3peHusi Cso JIu. Kak TObKO BeTMKaH CKPHIICS 3a YIJIOM,
MyK4YWHa CPeOHUX JIET IOBEPHYJICS U ocMoTpen Ha Cso Jlu.

— Xopol1110, JaBai IPUAEPKUBATLCS COTIIallleHus. II03BOIbTe MHE... CheCThb Te0s.

Tam Obina efa, ¥ MyKYKWHA CPEIHUX JIeT He MOT CIIPABUThCS C ITOTOKOM CIIIOHEI, JIBIOIIEHCS ¥ HETO
130 pTa.

OH He cran goxupaTtbcs oTBeTa Csio JIu. OH OTKPHLI POT, 0OPaTUBIINUCE K YeJI0BEKY B yriy. Ero poT
OB TI0X0K Ha IMacTh KaKoi-To 3Meu. OH BRIPOC 3a IIPefesibl YelI0BeYeCKUX KOCTEN U OBUHYIICS,
YTOOBI IPOTJIOTUTE I'OJIOBY APYTOT0 YeI0BeKa.

BmecTo 3TOT0 OH MPOTIOTUII PYKY. ITO Oblyia Getast pyka, KOTopas Imopaxaila el cBoei
KpacoToi. Xo3sgiKa Obllla 04eHb MUJIa — C YyOEeCHHIMU YEePHBIMU BOJIOCAMHU U TJla3aMU, KOTOPHIE
pa3priBanu gyiuty. Ee 3Banu Oyi3sH.

Kak TonpKO MyK4MHa CPegHUX JIET OTKPLUI POT, Cs10 JIK gocTas MajleHbKYI0 XKeNTyi0 KHUXKKY U
Hallaparasn Ha Heit ums OyussH. KpynHas mama Ovlyia B XopolieM HacTpoeHuu. Eit ObII0 CKYYHO
UrpaTh C COCEeOsIMU, M OHA OTKIMKHYIach Ha 30B Cs0 JIu. HeoxxupmaHHO OHa HAaTKHYJIACh Ha CIEHY,
re KTO-TO IIMPOKO PACKPHIIT POT, UTOOBI CHECTH €€.

®yn3sH HUKOTTIa paHblile He CTAJIKUBAJach C MOJOOHEIM cpaxkeHreM. OHa MOICO3HATEILHO
IIPOTSHYyJa PYKY, 1 MyK4YWHa CpPEJHUX JIeT B KOHIIe KOHIIOB IIPOTJIOTUI ee PyKy. [IpoGieMa
3aK/II04aniach B TOM, UTO MyKUKWHA CPeIHUX JIeT He OTKycuJ pyKy Oyn3sH. Maso Toro, Kak TOJIbKO OH
nonpo6oBal ee, OH TYT XKe CIIIIOHYJI ¥ CUJIBHO HaXMYPUJICS, IIOTOMY 4TO €r0, II0X0XKe,

IO TAIITHUBAJIO.

®dyu3saH yOUBUIACE:

— Hy u Kak 9T0 IOHUMATh?..



Kak aT0oT 4enoBek MoOXeT OBITh XyxXe MOpI/IapTI/I? Ilaxe ecnu OHa Obla IIPUTOTOBJIEHHEIM MSCOM, 3TO
OBLIIO caMoe BKYCHO€ MsICO B MI/Ipe' Hoquy OH XO0TeJI CbeCThb MOpI/IapTI/I, a He ee?
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