— Ax...

BosHBl Kry4yero xkejgaHUs CHOBa ¥ CHOBa HakaTeiBajiy Ha FOu Yxku. [I07THOCTBIO TOTPYKEHHBIN B
OKeaH OIIyL[eHU}, OH, BCXJIUIILIBAs, IIPUXKAJICS K YeJIOBEKY Iepes coO0.

— Xouy...

IO Uxu 1 caM He 3HaJI, Yero OH XoYerT.

OTuasiHnE HapacCTallo. Ero 3daTYMadHEHHEIE I'lla3ad ObLIH IIPUKOBAHEI K PACIIJILIBYATOMY CHIIYJTY IIepen
HHM.

Kak pa3 Korfa TpeBora JOCTUIIIa pefea, ero BOPyT 0XBaTHIIO YyBCTBO HeBecoMocCTH. FO# Yxu
HCIYTaHHO BCKPUKHY ¥ MHCTUHKTHBHO 0OBUII PYKAaMH YyXKYIO IIIEI0.

HesnakomMell mogxBaTuil ero Ha PYKHU U ITaruyj B HOYb.

Kaxpas knetouka Tena FOi Yxku XKaxngana IpUKOCHOBeHUY. OH XOTeJl 0CTaBaThCS B KPEIIKUX
00bsiTUsAX. OKyTaHHBIM apOMaTOM OPYIOro, OH TUXO BHIIOXHYJ, YTKHYJICS JIUIIOM B II€I0 MY>KUMHEI U
IIOTEPCS, CIIOBHO KOTEHOK.

bamMm!

OrnywuTeNnbHbIN IPOXOT B30opBasicd B yinax FOu Yxu, Korga gBepb C CUJION pacraxHysachk. Ero
3peHue MOIIBLIIO, a TeJlo, JIUIIbL MTHOBeHUEe Ha3al BHUCEBIIee B BO3OyXe, BAPYT Pe3KO OMYyCTUIIOCH Ha
3emsio. Ero HoTH, criabble 1 BaTHBEIE, KOCHYJIUCH 110714, ¥ OH Hayasl 0eCIIOMOIIHO OCeflaTh BHUS.

B maHuKe OH ylLeIHUICS PyKaMH 3a I0sC YesloBeKa repen co0oii, HO e[Ba MOMbITAJICS YOepKaThCs,
KaK Ha Hero oOpymmnaach Morydasi cuna. Pyku KO UYxku npuxanu K IepeBsIHHON OBEPH, OCHIIIAs ero
rpagoM IIOIEeTTyeB.

[opsdee grIXaHKe CKOJIb3UTIO OTO Ji0a K yronkaM ry6. MyxunHa ¢ 6e3pacCyIHOM XKaxk ol MPUHUK K
€ero pry.

— THI...

9ta mo3unus Oviia Ot UYxu kpariHe HeymoOHa. OH X0Tes IPHUKa3aTh TOMY, IPYTOMY, OTIYCTHTh €T0,
HO He yCIIeJI BBIMOJIBUTE U CJIOBa, KaK YTO-TO MATKOe M CKOJIb3KOe BHEe3allHO BTOPTJIOCH B €r0 POT.

B 3a6wiThu FO#t UKM BEICYHYTT 3BIK, YTOOH! TU3HYTH €T0.



BHe3amHo MyX)k4uuHa B30ECHUJICS, SPOCTHO CKaJl €T0 TAJIUI0 U C OUKON CTPACTHIO OMyTall €T0 S3BIK
CBOUM, TTIyOOKO LIeys.

Temno KOit Yxku 3agpoxkaro.

[TogHsSB 0CBOOOTUBIINECS PYKH, OH OOBUI UMU III€I0 MYKYUHEI, TPUIIOMHSIICS Ha IBITTIOYKHA U OTBETHII
Ha IOLeJIyH.

)%k

B mpemernax gBOPIIOBOM TEPPUTOPHY PACKUOUCTOE OAHbSHOBOE IEePeBO C MOUTHEIMU KOPHSIMHU CTaJIo
CBH[IETEIIEM THUXOT0, IIPEPEIBUCTOTO IHUAJIOTA.

— I'me IpUBOPOTHEIN TIOPOILIOK C BHIOLUIUXCS LIBETOB?

— O HeT, oH ucue3!

Kpomeque JieTalollee HaCeKOMO€ BEITIOPXHYJIO U3 OaHbsiHA. Ero YCHKMU CJZIETKa II0gPparruBaliv, a
OnecTsme YEepPHEBIE I'Ia3KU OBLIY ITOTHEI ITAHUKH.

CerogHsi 0HO OTBEYaso 3a C60p IIBITBITEI C BBIOIIUXCS IIBETOB, HO II0O HEOCTOPO2KHOCTH IIOTEPSIIO €€.

Bykalka cTpesnoy moMyanach Hafl BePXyIIKaMy IePeBLEB 10 HAIIPaBJIEHUIO K O0IBIIOMY 3aly, MUMO
KOTOPOTO IIpoJieTasia paHee. My3biKa U IeHUe BHYTPY KaK pa3 CTUXJIHU. [IpUIBOPHEIE CIIyTH
3aHUMaJUCh YOOPKO.

3mech maxJio ObUIbIIoN!

Ycuku Gykamky 3amepnu. 2KyxkKa, OHa B3MbIJIa BBEPX K UMIIEPAaTOPCKOMY TPOHY U OOHapyKuia
OCTATKH IIOPOIIKA B BUHHOM Yallle mepe TPOHOM.

O, Hert!

[TBIIBIY BBIOIIMXCS 1[BETOB YIIOTPEOUT YeIoBEK!

[Teineia ob1aana MOIIHBIME CBOMCTBaMM adpoar3raka. Ecnu 4eoBeK CIy4aiHo MPOTJIOTUT ee, OH
IIPEBPATUTCS B OXBaUYEHHOE ITOXOThIO JKMBOTHOE.

Ycuku OyKalllky MTHOBEHHO OOBHCIIH, ¥ OHa 3aMepiia B Bo3ayxe. [loyecaB rojloBy epegHUMHI
JIallKaM¥, OHA Pellnia IPOCieloBaTh 3a 3alaXOM IIBIIbIE ¥ YKPAOKOW MTOACMOTPETh 3a OIbSTHEHHBIM
Yyes10BeKoM. [IBUTasCh 1Mo ciabomy mendy, OHa 0Kasaiachk y TEMHOT0, 6e3 eMMHOT0 OTOHBbKA OBOPIIA.



— Va-a...

Bykaliika yyioBuia efBa CJIBIIIHEIN BCXJIUII.

BrneTes B 1MoKoH, OHa YCIIBIIIIaJIa, 9YTO 3BYKH CTAJIK TpOMYe.

— Yepr Tebs mobepu! 4... yobio Tebs! Va-a...

Myx4rHa XKano0HO IIaKal.

[Tonor KpoBaTu OECIIOKOWHO KOJIBIXAJICS B TEMHOTE HOUYM. ByKalllka ITpOCKOIb3HYIa MOf
IPUNOOHATHIM Kpay 1mojiora. BHyTpy, B KDOMEIIHOM ThMe, My>K4YMHa, OTPaBJIEHHbIN IIBIIbIIOX
M000BHOTO I[BETKA, IPOCTHO Tep3aJjl IPeKPacHoro I0HOMIY.

3pauku OyKaIIKy PaCUIMPUINCE OT LIOKa.

CrnoBHO MyXa 0e3 roJIoBHI, OHA Hape3alla HECKOJIEKO KPYTOB I10[ GBHJIaXI/IHOM, IIOKa HaKOHEII He
HalllJ/Ia IITeJIb. BbICTpO XJIOIIasl KPBIJIBIIIKAMHM, OHA BEIPBA/IdCh HAPYXKY.

[ToTupas ronoBy, BCce ellle KPyKal[ylocs OT apoMaTa IIBUIbIIE, OHA MCIbITana Irimy0oKoe YyBCTBO
BUHEL.

JI:060BHBIM ST TBIIBIE BBIOIITMXCS ITBETOB OBIIO YPE3BHIYAWHO TPYOHO HEUTPATU30BaTh.

3TOMy IIPEKPAaCHOMY IOHOIIIE, BEPOATHO, IPUOETCA CTPadaTh BCIO HOYE...

)%k

Korga FO# Yy 04HYJICS, OH 4yBCTBOBAJ ce0s Tak, GyOTO ero Teao BOT-BOT Pa3BaJIUTCS Ha YaCTH.

Kaxpmast KocTouka HbUTa 1 60nena. OH IOOHSII OHEMEBIIY0, 00eCCUIEHHYIO PYKY, HAMEPEBAsICh
TIOTEPETH MEITAIIKE TJla3a, KaK BAPYT ero B3TJIS YIOBUI BCIIHIIIKY aloro.

[MTotpsicennwi#t, FO#t YK MTHOBEHHO LIMPOKO PACHaxHYJI MOTYIIPUKPHITEE IO 3TOTO rjia3a.

Ero pyku ObLIM MTOKPHITEL TYCTOM CETHIO KPACHBIX OTMETHH.

BBIpa}KeHI/Ie JIna KO# Yxwu 3acThiIo, a B3rjdn MeOJIEeHHO CKOJIb3HYII BHU3, K ZKUBOTY.



MourHas pyka Tyro o0BUBaja Taluio, IpuxkuMas ero K cebe. Ero cmuHa 4yBcTBOBasia 00HaXKEHHYIO,
MYCKYJTUCTYIO IT'PYIb MYKUMHBI, OT KOTOPOM IIIeJT YCTOUYUBBIN Kap.

B 0gHO MTHOBEHUE XaOTUYHEIE BOCIOMUHAHUS O HpOIlU'IOI;I HOYHU 3aTONuNu co3dHanue HOu Yxu.

Yept Bo3pMu! OH mepecnasn ¢ HE3HAKOMIIEM.

FO#1 Yku Bech 3aTpsiccs OT IoKa U ApocTH. OH IPOTSAHYI PYKY, YTOOE OTOIBUHYTH PYKY,
CKMMaBIIYI0 €T0 TaJIWi0, HO Ta CJIOBHO Impupocia. Kak oH HU cTapaJjcs, He MOT COABUHYTH €e HU Ha
MUJITUMETP.

— He gBuraiics.

XpUTIBIM, HU3KUY T'OJIOC MPO3BYy4Yasl ¥ CaMoro yxa.

O Yxku 3aMep, mopakeHHBIU. ITOT I'OJIOC 3Bydasl 3HaKOMO, TOYHO...

He ycmeB mogymMaTh CBOIO MBIC/Ib 0 KOHIIA, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €I0 MOYKA yXa BHE3AIllHO CTajla
ropside, HOrPy3UBIIKCEH B TEIJIOE, BIaXKHOE MeCTO. JlerKas Koomas 60Jib IPOH3MUIIA YXO.

Oco3HaB, 4TO UMEHHO fejlaeT 3TOT MyKunHa, FOu YkKu B3OPOTHYJI BCEM TEJIOM.

OH nu3an ero yxo!

FO#1 Yku oTyasgHHO 3a0uics, HO MyxK4uHa 0e3 yCUIui IoOaBul ero Tpensxaunusi. Ero cunbHele,
MYCKYJIUCTEIE PYKU Ipuxkanu pyku i UYxku, a ropsiuee AblXxaHUE OIAIUIIO L.

— Bynb ymuuned. I1o3Bonbs MHE HaclIaguThCsS TO0O ellle pa3, u 5 chenaio Te0s cBoel
MMIIePaTOPCKOUN HATOXKHUILIEH.

«Yeprt! YTO ellle 3a epyHIa IPO UMIIepaTOpCKyo Hanoxuuuy? 4... Ilorogu! OH xe...»

FO# Yku movyyBCcTBOBAJ, OYATO €T0 YAAPUI0 MOTHUEH.

Myxx4uHa npomoKail CBOM aTaky, 3acTaBisad KO UYku cogporaTbCsa OT Kaxkaoro IPUKOCHOBEHUS.
Ero ToHKMe ryObl CKOML3UIM 10 1ee FOit Yxku, BpeMsi OT BpeMeHU IOKYCHIBasl U MOCACHIBAS KOXKY.
BecrokoiiHbIE PYKU acKaly Taluko.

HOu Yxwu xoTen Y6I/ITB €ro, HO cgep2KaJll CBOIO APOCTh. C06paBH.II/ICB, OH COCPeaO0TOYEHHO U3BJIEK
IociaegHue OCTaTKu ﬂYXOBHOfI 9HEPIruu M3 CBOETO JaHbTAHA M HallPaBUII UX B PYKY MYXX4YHWHEI.
[Toxa3anachk BCIHIIIKa 6e10T0 CBeTa, Korma 9HEPrud BOpBaJIlaCh B 4yZKO0€ TEJIO.



MY}K‘-II/IHB, KOTOpBIfI TOJIBKO 4YTO JOMOTaJICA €r0, MTHOBEHHO 3aTHUX.

FO# Yxku 3aKphia ri1a3a, I1y0oko B3noxHyB. OH MeIJIEeHHO IIOBEPHYJI I'0JIOBY, YTOOBI ITOCMOTPETD
Ha3ap.

B ToT Mur, Korfia oH yBUAen 3HakoMoe nutfo, KO Uxu noxenan cebe cMepTH.

9T0 mercTBUTENbHO Obl JIo TuHIN.

Bynyuu mpaBuTEeNeM rocymapcTBa, OBITh IPUKATEIM CO CITMHBI KMIIEPATOPOM BpazkaeOHON CTPAHB —
YTO MOXKET OBITh II030pHEE?!

B Hem 3aKumana SpoCThb.

FO# YKu omyCTHII TONIOBY U M30 BCEX CUJI YKYCHUJI PYKY, IPUKUMABIIYIO €r0 K TPYOH.

Ccc!

Ero 3y0bl BOUIUCH B TBEPIble KaK KaMEHb MBIIIIIE, He B CUJIaX OCTAaBUTh HA HUX U ciefa. [loTpaTus
cuhl BycTyo, FO# Yxku nuits goOUICS TOTo, YTO y Hero 3aboena 4esoCThb.

FO# Yxku pasxkas 3yOb ¥ C HEHABUCTBIO YCTaBUIICS Ha JIo TuHIIM,

— Tel, TBEPHbIM KaK KaMeHb yOITI0OK!

OH HaKJIOHUJICA, TIHITAsACh COABUHYTH C ce0s1 o6HMMaromero ero Myxy4uny. Ho gaxe 6ynyuu 6e3
co3Hanus, Jlo TUHIIK mepaKaJ ero B xkeje3HbX 00baTUuAX. FO% YKK 0Ka3ascs B TOBYLIKE, U3 KOTOPOMH
OBl He B CHJIaX BHIPBATHCH.

Ho uTo pasgpaxarno ero eime 0oblile, Tak 3TO TO, UYTO Masleiilllee IBUKEHNE 0T3hIBAJIOCh OOJIBIO B €T0
IIEPeTPYyKEHHOM TeJle.

Brimmo yepToBCKM GOIBHO.

I'maza FO# Yxu Hanumuch KpoBbio. C meTcTBa ero 6asoBanu o0a OTLA, a MOocje BOCIIECTBUS Ha TPOH
HUKTO He CMeJI eMy Iepe4yuTh. HUKOrIa ellle OH He TepIlesl TaKOr0 YHUKEHUS, KaK CerOfHS.

— TIpOKNATHEIN 3BEPD... YOITIOMOK. ..
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