BHe3amHas ocTpast 60JIb MPOH3UIIa X3IXKY PacKaJIEHHEIM KJIMHKOM, PACTEKasCh OT IIjleya K I'PY/IH.
OH MeneHHO MOTHST PyKy. Kazanocs, 6ynTo B KapMaHe GOPMBI JIOMHYIa TPeKa — XKrydas,
o6xwuraromrasi 60J1b Pa3nuiIack 1Mo Teny. [1amblibl OKPacUIach KPOBBIO.

— OX... — BBIIOXHYI OH.
3a CIMHOU pa3falics CMeX.
— Tynoii ye6ok. Y Tl Ha3biBaelb ce0sl MONMULENCKUM?

HoxX, KOTOpHIH BEIPOHWII IIOAPOCTOK, Tenephb OB B 4yKUX pyKax. Heu3BeCcTHHIN 6e3 cTpaxa BOH3UII
ero B mae4yo XXy, mpoBopaunBasi. OH BHITAIIMII HOXK, a 3aTEM BOH3UJI €T'0 BHOBB - B IIEI0, TIJIEYO,
IIOBTOPSISI ¥ TIOBTOPSIST, TOKA He HACKYYHIIO.

X3[Ky yKe IMOYTH TEPSITT CO3HaHMe. HamagaBinuii MHY yMEpalolee Teno oduilepa, pacniacTaHHoe
Ha acdarnbTe.

— BexuM, garten! Ecinu Hac moiMarnT, HaM KoHelr!

Yxse X3XKy jiexXall efjBa Abllia. Tejo IbUIajio ¥ OGHOBPEMEHHO CTHUIO, MUD IIOTPYXKaJICS BO ThbMY.
CnoBHO 1107 BOJOU, 3BYKU NOHOCUTIUCE ITIyX0, Hepa3bopunBo. Ka3anocs, 0H yKe MEDTB, a ero gyua
— NUIIb cNTabbl OTTOJIOCOK, 3alIEPTHIM B OCThIBalomeM Tesie. OH He MOT HU NPOTSHYTh PYKY, HU
IIONHATH I'0JIOBY. Huuero He Mor cpenars.

«[Ile roBOPHUII, YTO OT HOKEBHIX PAHEHUH TAK IIPOCTO HE YMUPAIOT», — BCIIOMHUIT X3OXKY.
HauganbHuK MI00MIT XBACTAaThCs, KaK B KOHIE BeKa [Apascs ¢ OaHOUTaM¥, IIOKa3bIBas IITpaM Ha
nosicuutie. «Jla, JTIOAM HEe YMUPAIOT TakK JIETKO».

Xornop po6upan mo KocTeit. HyxKHo ObIJI0 3a:KaTh paHy, YTOOB OCTAHOBUTH KPOBb.

«3aBTpa Ha paboTe, HaBEPHOE, OMSATh MPUAETCS MUCATh OTYET. MOXKeT, Korma Habepych OIBITa,
nmoamcs B crieliHa3 BMecTe ¢ odpuiiepom JIu. HeT, He Xx0uy 4T0OB MeHs CHOBA IIBIPHYIH. JIydIie
JKEHIOCh U Oyy KUTh TUXO, Kak med...»

Bomb nynbcupoBasa B TPyQH, Iyiede, XKUBOTE.

«BrrTamuts HOX? HeT. Ec/iy BITAlly, KaXkeTCsi, TOYHO YMpY. fl He MOy yMepeTsh. FlHaue 0OHU CTaHyT
HaCTOAIMUMU IPECTYITHUKAMU. DTOT0 HeJIb35 JOMYCTUTh...»

COHIHBOCTh HaKaTHBalla BOTHAMH, yTAruBad B 3a0HIThE.
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Co3HaHKe BO3BpAIlasoCh MeJIeHHO, OYATO BHIHBIPUBAS U3 TITyOMH HOJITOr0 CHA. X9IXKY PACCeSHHO
OTMETHJI, YTO eMy TaKH II0CYACTIUBUIIOCH BBIKUTH. «JII0K U MMpaBaa He YMUPAIOT TaK IIPOCTO», —
mofyMaJl OH, Tafiasi, JagyT JIM eMy Telephb OTIYCK, WJIX MOXKEeT ITOYETHYI0 rpaMoTy. ['o1oBa
packasnbBasiach — HAaBEPHOE, OTTOr'0, YTO OH JOJITO JiexkKas 663 MBUKEHMUS.

C TpynoM NpUTIOOHSB TSAXKEIbIe BeKH, OQHUIIEp OTKPHII I'1a3a. Ho yBUeHHOe 3aCTaBUIIO €T0 MYTHHBIN
pa3yM MIHOBEHHO ITPOSICHUTHCS.

BrICOKUY NTOTOJIOK, YKpaLleHHBIY 3aTEUIMBEIMU BUKTOPUAHCKAMU y30paMu. POCKOIIHEIE KOBPHI,
IlepeuBaloIINeCs 30JI0TEIMU BOJTHAMU. M3bICKaHHBIM OangaxiuH Haj KPOBaThio. OTO TOYHO He Oblsla
0OIbHUIIA.



OH.IYHJ;GHI/IH TOXKe OBLIH CTPAaHHBIMHA. XSJI}KY IIOMHMIJI, YTO PAHEI OBILTTH Ha Irpyou U CIIMHE, HO TEeIlePb
HEBLIHOCHMO 00JIeIH IIpaBas PYKa U JIEBAd HOI'd, CKOBAHHBIE 1 ITIOKAJIEIBAIOIIIHME.

OH OCTOPOKHO MIPUIOAHSIICS ¥ MEJIEHHO IIepeBe B3TJISA.
— O, cnaBa bory-Co3gartento! ChHOK, Te0e ITOKa HeNlb3s BCTaBaTh!

OK30THYHas XKeHIMHA 3HaTHOTO BH[A, C TJla3aMU IIOJIHBIMU CJIE3, B3POTHYJIA, YBUMEB €0
IBUXKEHUE, U MATKO HaflaBWJIa Ha I1JIe40, YKIaibiBast 00paTHO.

Tonbko Torga XamXKy 3aMeTHII, YTO ero KpoBaTh OKPYyXKaJld He3HAKOMIIH B CTAPOMOJHOM ofexXye, He
O AOIIeNCs ero moHuMaHui0. OHU CMOTPEIH Ha Hero ¢ 01aroroBeHreM, CJIOBHO Iepe HUMHU
COBEPIIIHIIOCH Yy[IO.

X3mKy He MOT BHIMOJIBUTH HU cJioBa. HopmarnbHa u 9Ta cutyauusa? OH Mpefnoaoxkui, 4To,
BO3MOKHO, BIlajI B KOMY YU BUWT TaJTIOLNKHAINI0. OTO Ka3al0Ch JOTUYHEIM. Ho ClieHa BHTIgAena oo
CTPaHHOI'0 3HAKOMOU. «HeyxXKeu Ha CMepTHOM Ofipe MHe CHUTCS Urpa?»

['pymma mromed B ogexe 3I0XH POKOKO. PocKolrHasi KOMHaTa. Bcé ObIIO CITUIKOM PeanuCTHYHBIM
IJIsT CHa. X3IKy OXBaTUJI0 cMsiTeHue. Koma? 3arpobHas xkKu3Hb? Vinu oH mepepomusics yepe3 KaKyio-
TO MUCTUYECKYIO0 cuny? Ero pa3ym nuxopamodyHo UCKasl 00bsICHeHUS.

— Ax! — HEBOJIbHO BCKPUKHYJ OH, IIeBeJIbHYBIIKCL. 50/ B TpaBoil pyke Oblsla CUIbHEE, YEM OT
HOXKEBBIX PaH. ITO TOUHO He COH. X9[[Ky cuuTa cebs BEIHOCIUBLIM, HO 00JIb ObIJIa YyJOBULITHOM.

— Mosnopmoit rocrnonut, He BcTaBauTe!

— Korga B yIIajia C JIOIagu, Ballli KOCTHU OBLITH ITOJTHOCTRIO IIepejIoOMaHhI. Mmu1 OyMaJliF, BEI HE
BeKHBeTEe. OX, HE JOIXKEH TOBOPUTH TaKKWe€ KOIYHCTBEHHEIE BEIIHN. ..

JIromu BOKPYT KPOBATH B OOUH I'0JIOC YMOJISIIA €T0 He OBUTAThCS. « MOIOOOM TOCIIOTUH» — 3TO
oOpalleHre 3By4ano HeIIPUBLIYHO.

Tonpko Torga XamxKy BHUMATEIbHO OCMOTPeIT CBOE Teo. OHO Ka3aJ0Ch 3HAYUTENILHO MEHbIIIE eT0
IIpeKHero, B3pocuaoro. He coBceM meTcKoe, HO IIOAPOCTKOBOE, eIlé He okpemninee. [Ipoiias yepes
TATOTHI IETCTBA OOHAXK/EI, X9IKYy OBLI OIIEJIOMJIEH, 0OCO3HAB, YTO CHOBA CTaJl TOIPOCTKOM.

Pyku, o6MoTaHHbIEe OMHTaMu U MMHaMU. HemoaBukHas Hora. CKOBaHHBIE CyCTaBhl. X30Ky HE BEPUII
B CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOE, HO IIPOUCXOsIllee NHaUYe KaK MUCTUKOM He 00bACHUTL. HeyxKenu oH
IIePePOaUIICS B Telle HE3HAKOMOI'0 MaIbunKa?

WM He mpOCTO MaJIbuUMKa, a ChIHa 00raTOM ¥ 3HATHOM CEMbHU, B COBEPIIEHHO MHOM 3I10XeE.
IparomeHHoro pebEHKa, [OIT0e BpeMs JiexkaBInero 6e3 co3HaHUS M3-3a HECUYACTHOTO CIydasi.

[Tepeponuics... IpaBUIbHOE JIX 3TO CJI0BO? [lepepoxkeHre, Kak OH TOHUMaJI, 03Ha4asio pOXKJeHNe B
OPYTOM 3110X€e C HOBOM TMYHOCTHIO 1Oocyie cMepTU. Ho cTpaHHO ObIJIO BEPHYTHCS B CPEAHEBEKOBLE,
COXPaHUB CBOIO TUYHOCTH, B TEJIO MaIb4uKa, KOTOPHIY, Cy[sd II0 BCEMY, yKe IIPOXKUII KaKyl0-TO YacTh
CBOEY XU3HHU.

B oTnuyme oT pacTepsiHHOTO X3[XKYy, OKpyXKarolye OBUTM TPOHYTH 10 CJIE3, 0COOEHHO Ta IIpeKpacHas
JKEHIIMHA, YTO MATKO YJI0XKuIa ero o6patHo. E€ BhIOESAIN HCKITIOYHUTETbHAS KPacoTa ¥ U3bICKaHHAas
omexpa. He B cumax coepaTh 9MOIMHY, OHA Pa3phIgagach ¥ OCTOPOKHO 00HsIa X3IKy.



— Tpu Mecsitia... Tel BCE 3TO BpeMs jiexkan 0e3 gBUXKeHUS. d 00s17ach, 4YTO Thl HUKOTTa HE OTKPOEITh
rna3a. Moii ceit, Poxan. Moii crapumuii. Poxan JlaHCcoHOPHU, crtacubo, YTO OYHYJICS.

Korpma xeHIMHa 3aljakasa, OCTalbHBIE TOXKe Havyalld YTHPATh CIE3BI, PaAysCh, YTO MOJIOMOMN
TOCIIOOWH HAKOHEIl MPUIIET B cebs.

Poxan Jlancondppu?

Xamxky He oOpagoBancs. Ero HoBoe uMs — Poxan JlancoHdpu. OH 3Han 9To uMs. Ero octpas
MHTyUIMs Oumna TpeBory. MHTephep KOMHATHL, OfleXkKa JII0Iel — BCE Ka3aJioCh 3HAKOMBIM. JTO
ompefesieHHO ObIT MUP UTPH 3a MiMmepaTopa.
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Jltonu, IOTJIOIIEHHBIE SMOIUSIMHY, TIOCTEIIEHHO YCIIOKOUIUCH U OOUH 3a OPYTUM IIOKUHYIN KOMHATY
Poxana. ITocnemHuMHU OCTaIKCh MPEKpacHas XKeHIIHa, BEPOATHO, MaTh PoxaHa JlaHCoHbpH, U
CYPOBBIM ABOPELKUY B CMOKHUHTE.

IIBOpeIKuY B35 C TEJIEXKKHU, TPUHECEHHOW TOPHUYHOM, €0y U Hadyal KOPMUTD X3OXKY C JTOXKKH,
ueasibHO IOCTPANBASICh ITON ero TeMil. [louemy-To XoKy ObIT YBEPEH, UTO OBOPEIKUM — He
YeJioBeK.

OH Hauas CKnafbBaTh KyCcOYky ma3na. Kak Obl aOCypAaHO 3TO HU 3BY4asio, I0X0XKe, OH IePEeHECCS B
MuUp UTpHL. TOJIBKO 3Ta Teopusi 00BSICHSIIA IPOUCXosinee. IIocTeIIEeHHO OHA MTpeBpalanach B
YBEPEHHOCTb.

OH 3aMeTHnI 3TO II0 KPACHUBEIM CJIyraM, COIIPOBOXKOABIINM KaXKIOOT'0 I'OCTA. Onu cTosinu psanooM co
CBOMMHU I'OCIIOgaMH C 6eCCTpaCTH]':>IMI/I JInITaMH, CJIOBHO BEPHEIE IICEL UJIX TEHH. XSH}KY H8.6J'[IOJI8.J'[ 3a
WX OBUKEHUSIMU — KX IIOXOOKa HAIIOMHWHAJIa BOEHHYIO BEIIIPABKY.

B 3a MmnepaTopa OblTx Of0OHBIE CyIlleCcTBA — MeXaHN4eCKHe KYKJIbl, POCKOIITHbEIE UTPYIIKY AJIS
3HATH. [IeKOpPATHUBHEIE TPEIMETHI, BEITOIHSIONIINE 3alIPOrpaMMUPOBaHHbIE KOMaHIkE. Mebenb B
YyeJs10Be4eCcKoM 00JIHKe.

I Bopernkuit BeITep X9[XKy POT candeTKou nocie ensl. MaTth PoxaHa ynbIOHYach, TTISIASA Ha ChIHA.

— 4 Tak papia, 9YTO THI XOPOIIO eIlb. THl TaK [OJIT0 He MOT TJIOTaTh NUIly. Mo€ cepalie pa3phiBaaoch
KaX[bli pa3, Korga Te0s KOpMUIN 4epes KaneabHuUIly. 4 Obl X0Tela yTOCTUTh Te0S 4eM-TO BKYCHBIM,
HO TSIKEJIas efla MOXeT HaBPEeOuTh, TaK YTO IIOKa elllb MATKYI0 Iully. MHe HyKHO 3aHATHCS OeflaMy,
HO €CJIA YTO-TO IIOHaJOOUTCS, CKaxu [ BUHAUPY.

[Tpou3HEeCTH «MaMa» WM «MaTyIIKa» OBIJI0 HEIIPUBLIYHO. X9IXKY JIUIIh KHUBHYJI, HE TPOPOHUB HU
cnoBa. KeHIMHa ¥ ['BUHAUD BBILUIX U3 KOMHATHL.

Bocnosnb3oBaBImuch MOMEHTOM, oduliep nogHsics. Onupasch Ha KOCTBUIb Y IPUKPOBAaTHON TYMOHI,
OH HeyKJItoxXe fo0pascs 0o 3epkana. [IpemuyBCcTBHE, BO3HUKINIEE, KOTHA €r0 Ha3Banu PoxaHoM,
0Ka3aJioCh BEPHEIM.

B 3epkarne orpaxarncs Poxan JlancoHbpu — 3mogen u3 3a UmnepaTopa. 2Kankuii, n3paHeHHBIN
PebEHOK.

— Bort 4T0 3HAuUT OBITH 0OPEeYEHHBIM, — ITPOOOPMOTAN X3MKY, BCIIOMUHAS IIOCTIEHKE CI0Ba, YTO
criblan, ymupas: «bexuMm, garen! Ecnu Hac no¥MarT, HaM KOHeIl!».



['mybokue cuHUe Ta3a pona JlaHcoH(pu. AKKypaTHO 3aUE€CaHHbIe YEPHBIE BOJIOCH. ATPECCUBHBIN
B3TJIA, OYATO XKeJaolui MONYUHUTD BCE BOKPYT. Pe3Kue Y4epThl JHlla, CO3[aloIIne X0I0NHYIO0,
IyTALIYI0 aypy.

OTpaxeHue B 3epKasie ObIIO TOUb-B-TOUb KaK UIIIIOCTpanus Poxana JlaHCoHGpH, KoToporo [lapeH
BCTpeYaeT B UETHIPHAMLATE JIET Ha UMIIEPCKOM TYpPHUPE 10 ¢hexToBaHuI0. KOHeYHO, omIyIleHne He
OBbLITO MIEHTUYHBIM XKWBOUM UJITIOCTPAIINU, HO YEPTH U BIEYaTIIeHNe, IepefaHHbe Yepe3 PUCYHOK,
OBLITH TTOPA3UTENIPHO CXOKH.

Ecnu on perictBuTenbHO PoxaH JIaHCOH(PH, ero KOET Tu00 «II030pHOE IopaxKeHue», mudo
«yXKacHas CMepTh». X9[IKYy IIeBeJIbHYJI Ty0aMu U IOTPSIC KOCTHIIEM Tiepen 3epKajoM. Teno PoxaHa
OBUTAJIOCH II0 €T0 BoJjie. DTO, 0e3 COMHEHUSsI, OBIIO ero TeJo.

Yxse Xagxy cran 3nomeeM PoxanoM JlancoHppu u3 urpel. [IpumMepHO B Bo3pacTe 4eTEIPHAALATHU JIET,
KOT[ja TOT BIepBEe BCTpedaeT [lapeHa Xeiagopa Ha TypHUDE.

XamKy 3Ha/, KeM BHpacTeT PoxaH, KAKUM 4eJI0BEKOM CTAHET U KaKas cymb0a ero xkmer.
Ou ympért. HempeMeHHO yMPET. VI He MUPHOM CMePTHIO.

JIn6o norubHeT OT pyKu [JapeHa, IPUMKHYBIIET0 K PEBOIIOIMY BMeCTe ¢ uMIiepaTopoM [Tapmoi
Pemuccuett, nu6o Bo3rmaBuT BoccTaHue Pritiapeit besoro JIbBa u 6ymeT youT JJapeHoM, CTaBLIIUM
pHIIITapeM KOpoJieBcKoi reapauu. OH yMpET, Melnas [lapeHy, uiu morubHeT HeJleno cMepThio. B
000M CiIy4dae, ero XkKOeT rubenb.

Tax nrogu 4yBCTBYIOT ce0s Iepen runboTUHON? 3HaHUe NoCcTynKoB PoxaHa JlaHCOHMDY B 3a
HMmnepaTopa TSAXKUM I'DY30M JI0KUJIOCH Ha Iyledy X3[XKy, CIIOBHO OH HEC KapMy BCeX ero IyTell B
urpe.

910 OBIIIO IyTaloIe. B MpoIiol XKU3HM OH eBa MepPexKul HeCYaCcTHOe NeTCTBO, YTOOH CTATh
B3pocibiM. OH MedTas 0 CTaOUIBHOCTH, CTaB MOIUIIENCKUM, HO cyabba o0opBasa ero XkKu3Hb, e1Ba
OHa Hayaja HanaxuBaTbCs. M Kak 6yaTo 3TOT0 OBIJIO Maso, Teleph ero 3a0poCuu B KU3Hb, EII1E
6onee OypHYIO, UEM ITPEKHSS.

Buumanue! 3TOT nmepeBom, BO3MOXKHO, €ITé He TOTOB.

Ero craTyc: nepeBop pegakTUpyeTcs
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