Croumo MHe OTKPHITh T'J1a3a, B3I HAaTKHYJICS Ha IIOTOJIOK, OKpAIlleHHBIN B MAaCTEIbHEIE TOHA U
[OPOT0 yKpallleHHbIX. [I0TONIOK MHe OHO3HAaYHO He 3HAaKOM, 0YEBUAHO, YTO 3TO HE MOSI KOMHAaTa.
OTcropa Bompoc: rae 1? B Bo3ayxe NPUATHO axjo [BeTaMu. ['1a3a ClIe3unuch OT CBETa, cerydac
yTpo? Wnu 6uxKe K moayaHio? [ToBepHYB TrOOBY, ST 3aMETUIT TPHOTKPHITOE OKHO - IITOPHI ObIIH
HaIlOJIOBUHY 3a[IEPHYTEI, CKBO3b HEOOJIBIIYIO IeNTh MYJI IETKUN BEeTEPOK, JTaCKAIOIIKM IIEKH.

4 moTép rnasa, ¥ MeHs CJIOBHO JIeOTHOW BONOM OKATHUJIO: PyKa, Ha KOTOPYI0 CMOTpeT, Oblia
HeOOBIYallHO TOHKOM, OJIEIHOH... U MaJIeHbKOMH.

- Oaaa?! - Yto?! 310 emeé uTo Takoe?!

4 cxKam KOpOTKUeE, 0-0-0UeHb KOPOTKHE PYKU B KyJaku. JIFo6oMy IMOHSATHO, YTO 3TO PYKU peGEHKa.
XoTh U He MajeHIla, HO OHO3HAYHO MaleHbKOro pebéHka. OHM COCTaBISAIM IIPUMEPHO OOHY TPETh
0T MOHUX HOpPMaJbHHX PYK. Kak y mecsatunetHero? Het, Kak y BOCTOPKEHHOTO ITEPBOKJIAIIKY. f yXK
MoOJI4aj O TOM, 4TO Koxka Onina 61eHasi, C OTTEHKOM, KaK y eBpOIeuIa.

4 ax mopnprirayn. Cepplie Havano OelleHo KOJOTUTHCS U ABIIIATh CTAlI0 TPYOHEE.

- Kaxk 370... 4TO 32 Xepw?! - 1 CXBaTUJICA 3a I'OPJI0, U3 KOTOPOI'0 pa3fasiCsl BBICOKUY, MUCKIISBBIN
TOJIOCOK, KaK y peO€éHKa. [laxke caMa Iesi 0Ka3anach TOHKOH. B maHuke s ornsgencs.

[TpocTopHo TyT. KOoMHaTa Obljia IPUMEPHO B YETHIPE pa3a 0oJibille MOEH, Y CTEHH paclojiaraiauch ABa
KHUXKHBIX IKada, pSmIoM CTosT 0o 611ecka OTIIOIMPOBAHHKIM JOPOTOM CTON Ha U30THYTHIX HOXKKAX. A
elle TaM JiexKalla KoXKaHas HallJleuHasl CyMKa, Cy[s 10 pa3Mepy, neTckas. CieqoM B ria3a 6pocuiics
OO0JIBIIION... HET, OTPOMHBIN rapaepod, a psiooM KapTHHA C ITel3azxkeM B SIBHO JOpPOryiei pamke. Ha
TyMmOe, KCTaTH, HAIIUTKCh IIBETH B U3BICKAHHON KepaMU4eCcKol Ba3e. B 061ieM, pocKoIIHas KOMHATa,
YeM-TO HallOMUHAIOIIast eBpOIeCKre TIOMECThS.

W yx TOYHO 3Ta KOMHaTa He Oblia Moei. YTo 3To 3a MecTo? KcTaTu, B IIOCTENIH 5T HAXOIUIICS,
II0X0XKe, y2Ke JOBOJIbHO JaBHO. [IMKaMa Ha Telle Ollyllanach JETKOM U MITKOMU, faXe IIeJTKOBUCTOM.
Hacrtosmuit ménk? Cepbé3no?! ¥ MeHs OymyT mpobiieMbl, eCliu S €€ TIOPBY WM MCIIadyKalo. A eciu
KoMIleHcanus OyIeT Tak BeluKa, YTO S He CMOTY €€ BHIIIATHUTh, YTO TOTAa?

¢l mocTapascst CIyCTUTBCS C KPOBATH, IIPUJIOKUB BCE CUJIBI, YTOOHI HEe TIOBPEIUTH JPAroleHHYI0
nukaMy. BHU3Y XKOau TAlmo4yKy, TOXe OeTCKUe ¥ UeasbHO MOHOoLIe e MHe 110 pa3Mepy. BHyTpu
y MeHs BCE CXKaJloCh OT He CaMOI'0 XOPOIIero npenuyBCcTBusi. CTII0THYB, S HAaIlPaBUJI CTOIH K 3epKay
B IIOJIHBIM POCT, 0OHaPyXKUBIIEMYyCs y rapaepoba. f 3amMep nepeq MOKPHIBAIOIIUM €T0 KyCKOM TKaHU
1, CTapasiCh YCIIOKOUTD BHITPLITUBAOIIEE U3 TPYAU CEPAIle, TIOTSHYI MIOJIOTHO BHUS.

HWTak, mepemo MHOM CTOSIJT IOHBIM Manb4yrK. CO CjIeTKa BOJTHHUCTHIMU CEPeOpPHUCTHIME BOJIOCAMH,
r7a3aMy, IIBETOM HallOMUHAIOIIUMHU JIEN, 0E€JT0KO0XKHUM, C efiBa 3aMETHLIMU BECHYIIIKAMH.
Kpyrmnomuékuii 1 TOHKOKOCTHBIN, C IIMHHEIMU CepeOpUCTEIMU pecHullaMu. KoHYuKY OpoBeil U YTONKH
rna3 ObIM YyTh IPUIIOHSTEL BBEPX, M3-3a YETO B3TJISAM Ka3aJiCs HaAMEHHBIM. ITOT PeOEHOK
OTHO3HAYHO He OBI AMOHIIEeM... a ObIT O71efeH KaK CMepPTh.



- K-XT0 3T0? - 3T0 He 5. [ToueMy s IpeBpaTHiCs B COIUIsKa? [la emmé ¥ HHOCTPaHIIa...

CTYK B IBEPH 3aCTABUII MEHA IMOOIIPEITHYTE.

- Mosnopou mactep? Bel yKe BcTanu?

- [I-ma? - ycnelliaB MOM OTBET, B KOMHATY BOIIJIa IIO/THAS XKEHIIWHA B (pOpMe TOPHUYHOU.

- Ox, Boxe, BHI Ke TaK MPOCTYOUTECH. [loxKanyiicTa, GbICTpee IePeoeHbTeCh, HHAYe BHl OII037aeTe B
IIKOJIY.

- A?! - 4 Xe yHUBep 3aKOHYHUJI. Pa3Be mKoIa He ocTanach no3aau? B cMeicne, s ceryac UCKan
pabory. - [II-mkomy?

- Koneuno. ['ocriogy, B ellje He IPOCHYIUCH? MOXKeT, y Bac IIJIOX0€e HaCTPOeHue... Mojomoi MacTep,
BBI XOPOIIIO ce6sT YyBCTByeTE?

- f-a B nopsaxke!

- Xorena OBl 51 3HATh, TaK JIU 3TO... [IoMOYb BaM IIePeoeThCs?

- H-met! Bcé xopomro! d mory cam! - Ha Belllajike y CTeHH BUOHEIUCH KYPTKa, OpPIoKH, pybalika,
JKakeT U rayctyk-6abouka. Bcé getckoe. [lymaio, B HUX-TO S ¥ IIEPEOIEHYCh.

- Ha? Torma g cooO1y Xx03si€BaM, YTO BHI IIPOCHYIUCH, MOJIOOM MacTep JIuaH, - ¢ yIbI0KOH
IIOKJIOHU/IaCh TOPHUYHAS, BEIXOAS U3 KOMHATHI.

- ?1 - Monopoit mactep JIuau?! OHa cKka3ana «JIuaH», TOMBKO 4TO?!

ViMs Ka3a710Cch CTPAHHO 3HAKOMEBIM... TouHO. BoT 0HO. BTOpOro ceiHa camoro 60raToro HaMecTHHKA B
nepeBHe 3Banu Jluan OyaH. Uto?! 4 - Jlmau?! [Touemy Jluan?! [ToueMy 3To HojKeH OBLT OKa3aThCs
oH?! Mens 3Banu Hao Ocaka, He JIuaH! 3T0 peanbHO «cTapToBas AepeBHSI»! Cepbe3HO...

- B-Ooruns! Jit, momoxau! {1 HU Ha YTO MOmOOHOE He COTJaIIajCs! - mpoopa g B IMIOTOJNOK. - ATO
HeBO3MOXKHO! f He cMOry, oTIipaBb MeHs fomou! [la, s cKa3asi, 4To IOMOT'Y I10 Mepe CHUJI, HO 3TO XKe
abcypa! OTa 3amayva CIUIIKOM CJIO0XKHAs, mad 4To-HUOYmb mompotie!

B KOMHATY BEPHYJIACh THUIIKHA, OBIIIO CJIBIIIIHO, KakK IIOKT IITUYKH 3a OKHOM. CKOMIBKO OHI 51 HU KOali,
OTBE€Ta He II0CJIen0Bao. Yxac.

- Y-yT0 MHe... Ycnokoiicd... Ogexaa, ceryac MHe HYKHO IIePeOfeTh ... - 3Ta [IhKaMa CBOUM



IIeJIeCTOM He JlaBajla YCIIOKOUThCS. 1 BOOOIIe MpeanoYuTan OOEYHEE, U3 XJI0MKa, HallpUMeD.
HMcmaykanmach MM U3HOCUIACh - TPOCTO TIOKYIIAEIlh HOBYIO U BCE. A 3Ty IIETKOBYIO s 6010Ch. MHe
KazKeTCsI, YTO Ha MEHS PA303JIATCS, €CIIH 5T €€ UCIOPYY...

[ poxaumMyu pyKaMu g CHSJI C BeIIaJIKU KOMIIJIEKT ofgexkael. KTo Takoii JInan? YeM OH 3aHUMAsCS?
BTopoii ceiH camoro 60oraToro HaMecTHUKA B fepeBHe... Al TouHo! OH ObUT TUOEPOM IIaliK U3 TPEX
XyJIUT@HOB, KOTOPHIE BEYHO 3aAupany ['eposd. ITOT TUI IOCTOSHHO JOKAaIbIBaICId OO TIaBHOTO Tepos
110 J1I000MY TIOBOAY: YTO OH CHPOTA, UTO XKUJI B MaJIeHbKOM IMIPUIOTE IIPH IIePKBU U Tak masee. [laxe B
IEeTCTBE XapaKTEPUCTUKHU ['eposi BEIXOAMIN 3a PaMKU 3TOTO MUPA, €r0 YM U GU3NYeCKUe
CIIOCOOHOCTH [lalieKu 0T cpefHux. 9To Oecuso JInaHa, 3acTaBliss €0 U3MBIBAThCS Hal APYTUM
YeJIOBEKOM 13 YHCTOM OEeTCKOM 3aBUCTH.

OH 6bUT TeM HEOOXOOUMEIM CIOKETHBIM ITepCOHAaXKeM, CTOJIKHOBEHUSI C KOTOPHIM 1oMmoranu ['epoio
pactu. Ero ponb - 1o6aBUTh SIPKUX IMOIMH B [paMaTUYHYI0 UCTOPHUIO CTaHOBNIEHUS. X0Th JInaH u
SIBJISIJICS IIEePBBIM IIPENSITCTBUEM, C KOTOPHIM CTaJIKUBaJICS ['epoii, mpuCcyTCTBOBAJ OH B UT'Pe HEHOJTO.
Kak Tonpko 'epoii mokupan gepeBHI0, 0 HEM 0OJibllle He YIOMUHANU. f gaxke UMs ero cpasy
BCIIOMHUTb HE CMOT, TaK AaBHO 3TO Obl10. JIMaH He IoMedascs, KaK IIPOTUBHUK, XOTS UM, TI0 CYTH,
SIBJIAJICS, U TIOSBIIAJICS TOJIBKO B CAaMOM Hadasle. Ero posb - Mesikas U He3HauuTeNbHas. BoT 4To 4
BcnoMHUI. Ho mouemy?

[Touemy 4 B 9T0M ponu? 4 moNKeH XKUTh Kak JInan? 3To Hecepbe3HO! Pa3Be y MeHS MOMy4YUTCS
CHIT'PATh YTO-TO 1O06HOEe? MHe TOPAUTHCS HeYeM, akKTEp U3 MeHs OTCTOWHEIN. Korga s meltancs
IIOMOYb CBOEMY [PYTY U3 TeaTpasbHOI0 KPyKKa, MeHsI OTIIPABUJIU BOCBOSICH - CKa3aJiy, YTO TAJIaHT y
MeHSI B MUHYCe. Bbisio 00MIHO TaKoe CIIBIIIATh!

4 K yemy... BoruHs, 51 4TO, He JOCTOMH 00bscHEeHUN? HopManmbHEIX 00bsiICHeHUH? CIIUXUBATh CBOIO
paboTy Ha OPYTruX - HexopoIo. [110xo0. OTBpaTUTENBHO.

- ¥rx, - 9Ta meTckasd ofeXKOHKa MOAXO0AusIa MHe TIOTeNIbKa B TIOTEJIbKY HAaCTOJIbKO, YTO 3TO BIOHSAJIO B
nmenpeccuio. Kak MHe BooOIIe 3aBsi3aTh rajCcTyK-0a004uKy? 1 paHbIlle HUKOTHA 9TOTO He Jenall...
HHTepecHO, y37oM mouAeT? MueanbHO HauKIlleHHbBIE Ty(QIu CBEPKaJM JIaKOM Ha MOACTaBKe. fBHO
KOXKaHble, BEICIINH Kitacc. CKOJTbKO CTOHMIA 9Ta 00yBb? 91 60siics uX HafeBaTh. OMATh Ke IPUAETCS
OBITH OCTOPOKHEIM, YTOOHI HE UCIIAYKaTh. - A! - 10 MeHs KOe-4TO [OIII0, ¥ KPOBb OTXJIBIHYJIA OT
JUna.

«CrapToBas AepeBHSA». ITO peasibHO «CTapToOBas AepeBHsA». bes myTok! [1apimuBo, o Teay Ipolia
OPOXKb. ITO IJI0XO... ITO 0YEHb-0YEHb IIJI0X0. fJ He MOT 3[eCh OCTaBaThCsa. CIUIIKOM OIIacHO. XOThb
MHe U X04YeTcs, HO U cOexaThb g ToxKe He Mory. Cefidac 9T0 HEBO3MOXKHO.

9710 - «cTapToBas mepeBHs». Kak Tonmpko ['epoil OTIpa3mHyeT CBOM BOCEMHAMAIATHIM IeHb POKICHUS,
BJIACTOTIOOUBEIN KOPOJIb OMHOM M3 TPEX CTPaH MPU30BET [loBenuTens [IeMOHOB, U U3-3a 3TOTO
IpoOYOUBIIHECS MOHCTPH HAYHYT ITOBCEMECTHO HallaflaTh Ha JIIOACKUe ceneHus. Y aTa mepeBHS
oOpaTuTcs B pyuHHl. JIMaH ToXKe MOTUOHET IIPH TeX TParudecKUx COOBITHSIX, UMEeHHO 103ToMy JIuaH
MIOSIBIISIETCS TOMBKO 3[ECh. ITa Tpareaus CTaHET U3BeCTHa Kak «bencTBue mepeBHu Jleiic», 0 HEH
MeHecTpenu OyayT ciaraTh MECHHU.



TouHo. HOCKOJ’Ibe JInaH mO4YTH HUYEM He OTJIMYaCH OT PAOTOBOTO HEUTPOBOT'O IIEPCOHAXKA, TO
OTHOIIEHHE K HEMY OBITIO COOTBETCTBEHHOE. KaxerTcs, BO BpeMs Hallad€HHWd OH IIPOCTO IIaaall
Inmocpenu gJOpPOru. Ecnm Ha4yaTh ¢ HUM OMAIOT, OH TOBOPHUJI YTO-TO THIIaA: «He moxer 6BITI:>, MOHCTPEI
dTaKyIOT». A ecny IONBITATHCS 3aroBOPHUTL CHOBA, OTBETOM OBITIO TOJIBKO «...» - TO €CTh OH YXKe yMep.

Ero cMepTh HacTymasna O4eHb, 04eHb ObICTPO. S 0TKa3kiBatoch! 4 He mydy. CMePTh - 3TO CMEPTH,
Tak? {1 He X04y 4yBCTBOBATh 00JIb. S HE XOUy YMUPATh BOT TakK, B MUPE, B KOTOPHIM MEeHS 3aKUHYIIH
6e3 moero xenanus. [Ipoctu, Boruns, Ho 51 6yoy OenaTh Tak, Kak CYUTAI0 HYXKHBIM.

9TO - «cTapTOBas gepeBHA». i - JIuaH.

¢IcHO, 5 TIOHSIT CBOIO POJIb ¥ 3afjavy, KOTOPYIO Ha MEHS BO3/10KMIa BOTHHS... ¥ KOTOPYIO, BIPOYeM, s
IIOHMMATh He XOTeJl.

Mos 3apmada 3akioyanach B TOM, YTOOH Kak ClieyeT BOCIIUTATh TJIaBHOTO Ieposi, KOTOPHIM BCKOpe
craHeT ['epoeM, Bo BpeMs ero npeOrIBaHKS B CTaPTOBOM fiepeBHe. Kak s yxke cka3zall,
npefHa3HaveHue JInaHa - MOpaabHO 3aKanuTh ['epos B meTcTBe. UTOOH B OyAyIleM OH Bajuj BParoB
IIavykKaMu B CBOEM ITyTellnecTBUM. f mpaBuiibHO NOHAT, Boruua? Hy xopoln yxke, BEPHUCH U 00BSICHU
BCE HOpMasbHO! YMomsiio Tebs. d npruMepHO 3HAl0, YTO Hafl0 CAesaTh, HO IIOHATHUS He UMeI0 Kak.

B mo6oM crydae, s JOJIXKEH IePeXUTh Ty yXKacHY0 HOub. He xouy, 4ToOb MeHS yOUIM MOHCTPHIL.
Cnumkowm ctpainHo. Hu 3a uTo. Ecnu 1 ympy B 3TOM Mupe, 4uto 6ymeT oToM?

Ax!

Bo3MoxKHO, 51 BepHYCh B cBoM Mup? [loxKanyicTa, mycTh Tak u Oynet. 4 Te6s mpory. A xKe mpocTo
COTJIaCHUJICS. HEMHOT'O ITIOMOYb, fa?

Tem He MeHee BoruHs Kak-To 00T€KaeMo OrOBOpPHUIIA 9TOT MOMEHT... YTO BCEJISIIO TPEBOTY U
He[loBepHe.

Il Hadana CTOHUIIO IIPUBECTHU MEICJIA B IIOPAOOK.

Bo-miepBHIX, S 0TKa3bIBAOCh OBITH YOUT JEMOHMYECKUM 3BEPbEM. KpoMe TOro, Kak yMUPAIOT XKUTETU
IIePEBHH, 51 TOXKE BUMETH He X0uy. [lake B UTPe g C TPYAOM IIPUHSJI 3TOT Y2KACHBIM U TParuyHbIN
3MHU30[ - BCS JepeBHs Obljla 3aIMTa KPOBBIO U ycesiHa TpynaMu. CoBepIIeHHO He X04y B peaje
HabI0JaTh TaKyIo ClieHy. f DoMKeH U3MEeHUTh XOTs OBl 9TO, XOTS OB 9TOT PparMeHT OyIyIIero.
[ImeBaTh, Ha YTO TaM 3TO MOBNIHUSET. J HE X0Uy YMUPATh.

HWrak. 4 Oyny mo KpynuiaM gefiaTh BCE, UTO Mory ceiidac. CrenaTh BCce cpa3y He IOJTy4YHUTCs, 5 eIl
COILJISIK.

[TotTuxoHbKy. Illar 3a marom, geHb 3a JHEM. BpeMeHH elé MoJHo...



Touno, rnaBHEBIl repoit! Yto OymeT menaTh rinaBHbIM repoi? Ecnu [epoit OymeT BociuTaH
HEeIPaBUJIbHO, KOMY Toraa nobexmaTh Kopoins [TemonoB? Kpome Toro, ecnu Oymyinuii ['epoit 6ymeT
0o0y4eH U 3aKaji€H, OH COKPYILIUT MOHCTPOB U, MOXKET, CIIaCET NEPEBHIO.

4, KOHeYHO, paCCMOTPEJT TOJIBKO CaMbIi XOPOLINY BapUaHT U3 BO3MOXKHBIX, HO OH XK€ TOXKe MOT
OCYIIEeCTBUTHCS. XOPOILIO, Ha TOM U nopewuM. Yy, TouHee, 1 BRIHYKOEH TaK CHelaTh, BLIOOpa-TO BCE
PaBHO HeT.

4 pemun - moKa repoy He [IOCTUTHET BOCEeMHAIaTUIeTus, 1 OyOy ero BOCIUTHIBATL U B3palliBaTh
ero CHUITy.
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