Wx TE€mmbie, MITKUE TYOBl COMPUKOCHYMUCH. ITO OBINT IETKUM TOLENYyM, HEXKHBIM, KaK KaCaHUe
KPHITBEB CTPEKO3HL. [1epBhIl pa3 — B YTOJIOK I'y0, BTOPO# — Mexkay rybamu, Ha TpeTul pa3 JIsH
Cruzka crierka mococan HuxHiow0 ryoy [lao E. Korga ato mpousomno, pa3yMm Llao E omycren. On
YyBCTBOBAJ JIETKUI apoMaT BUHA B AbixaHuM JIsiH ChIUXK3, €T0 CEPAIle TO 3aMUPAJIo, TO YUAIIEHHO
Ou0Cch, COMBASICh C PUTMA.

JIsr CBIYK9 CJIeTKa OTCTPAHUICS. B TOHKOM MPOC/IOfKe BO3AyXa MeXIy HUMHU 00a CTapasuch
COepXuBaTh ObIXaHKe. MX BllaxKHbIE, TIEPEIIETEHHBIE B3I0XHU CIIOBHO OpoxKamnu. JIsH CHYXKS3 CMOTPEeNn
Ha MeJIJIeHHO OTKphIBawIrero ria3a [lao E. OT Hero ucxomu 3amax Bjlard, €ro BOJIOCH OBIITH
MOKpPBIMH, TJIa3a TOoXkKe BllaxkHO 61ecTenu. OH OB TOX0K Ha MaJeHbKOT0 3BepbKa, 3a0IyOuBIIErocs
B IOXK[JIUBOM JIECY. DTOT MOIEeIyX MOT Okl OBITh IIyOxke, HO JIsiH ChIukK3 He peliancs. EMy Ka3asocs,
YTO 3TOT0 JOCTaTO4HO. [lao E BEITAIIMI IOJTIOBY U3 CBOEH PAKOBUHEI, ¥ 3TO YK€ CIIACJIO €ro OT
O0e3HaméxkHOCTH. OCTaIbHOE MOXKHO [IeJIaTh IIOCTEIIEHHO.

Ha ceropns ciopnpu3oB yxke xBaTano. OH 0wl ToTOB K ToMy, 4To L{ao E GymeT KonebaThcs ele
IecaTh IHEU WU monMecda, K Tomy, 4to Llao E coenaeT BuA, 4TO HUYETO He MMPOU30IITIO, U
IIPOMOIKUT Pa3roBapyBaTh C HUM KaK HU B UEM He ObIBasio, faxe K ToMy, 4To Llao E BooOG1e
mepecTaHeT ¢ HUM obmathcsi. OH HUKAK He 0XKunas, 4yTo [lao E mpuMuYUTCS MOA HOKOEM U MTOSBUTCS
nmepen HAM IIPOMOKIINM 00 HUTKHU. Ero ManbumK OKa3ajics ropasfo cMejiee, 4eM OH JyMall. ITOro
II0Ka [I0CTATOYHO. [Ipomuibiit onbIT Hayuus JIgH CeYXKI, UYTO HeNlb3s OBITh CIIUIIKOM KafHbIM, HHauYe
MOXKHO JIETKO TIOTEPSATH BCE, YTO UMEEIIID.

Ho Bckope Lao E npenopuéc emy eine ogus copnpu3d. Lao E Hak/IOHUICS U, KaK TOIBKO UTO Oefian
JIsr ChIYK9, KOCHYJICS ero ry6 CBOMMHU. ITOT IOLeyH OblI HEJIOBKKUM, CJIOBHO OH IIPOCTO IIBITANICS
OTBETUTD, ITIOAPaxas eMy.

Korpa Llao E orctpanuncs, JIsa ChuXka3 efiBa crepxkan yiaeOKy. Ero Manbuuk SBHO He OBUI TOTOB K
TIOLIEJTy10, HO 9TUM HEYKJIIOKUM IIPUKOCHOBEHNEM, KOTOPOE efiBa I MOXKHO OBIJIO Ha3BaTh MOIIEIyEM,
OH II0Ka3aJl, 4YTO eMy He IPOTUBEH MEePBHIU molenyi. Tol Takou Munbiy, [ao E...

— 4... — ao E onyctun rnasa, usberas B3rnsaaa JIsH Ceruka. ITOT B3I OBUT CIIMIIKOM TITyO0KUM
U TSKEJIBIM, EMy BCE €Il XOTeNIOCh CIpaTaTthCsa. — JIgH Crluxk9, Jall MHE HEMHOTO BpEMEHH. f,
HaBepHOe, He CMOTY Tak OBICTPO... — OH 3aIlHYJICS, CJIOBHO He 3Has, KakK 1ofobpaTh HyKHOe CJIOBO, U
IIPOMOKUI, — ...IePEUTH K 4eMy-TO OOJIbIIEMY. ..

OH He ycnen JOroBOPUTSH, Kak JIsiH CEIYKS TUXO 1epebus ero:

— 4 3Hato. He 6Gotics, y Hac MHOTO BpeMeHU. MH He GyieM TOPOIUThCS.

— ¥Vry, — tuxo orBetun Lao E.

JIsan Crryxko elneé HeMHOro mocMoTpen Ha Lao E, moToM oTBepHYJICS K OKHY. [I0KIb BCE eIIe U, u
Ka3aJioCh, BeCh MUP HAIOJIHEH €Tr0 ITyMOM. BAPYT OH THUXO CKa3all:



— 39710 06/1aK0 MPUOIUKAETCH.

— A? — llao E nocmoTtpen Ha Hero. OH BCIIOMHUJI, YTO OeCATh JieT Halaf JIgH ChIYKS TOBOPHUI TO XKe
camoe. A cenyac, risaps Ha npoguns JIgH Cerdxkas, eMy IT0Ka3ajaoCh, YTO OH HUYYTh He U3MEHUJICS C
TOTO Beuepa, KOT{la HAaCBUCTHIBAI Meloauio. TOIbKO B HEM CTaJI0 MEHbIIIe Tevanyu U 0oJiblile
HeXHOCTH. ETo ceppiie cHoBa 3a0buinochk 4aite. Teneps Llao E 3Has, 4To 9TO YyBCTBO HAa3bIBAETCS
BII00/1EHHOCTh. OHU 3HANIM OPYT APYyra OEeCsThb JeT, OHU 00a yxke He ObUIM TeMU MaJlbuUMIIKAMU, YTO
npexpae. Ho, HeCMOTps Ha 3TO, OH BCE eIré He MOT CIPABUTHCS CO CBOEH BIIIOOIEHHOCTRIO B JISH
CrIuKD.

— Huuero, — JIsgH Ceruxka yneiOHYIICS U oBepHYIIcs K 1lao E. — B Takylo Henmorogy Kak TH Ciofia
moOpancsa? Ha ckopocTHOM moe3fe?

— [Ia, petictl otMmenunu, — Llao E moTép mepenocuity. ITocine Bonpoca JIgH CHYXK3 OH U caM IIOHST,
YTO 3TOT IIOCTYTIOK OBbLJI UMITyILCUBHEIM U He0OOyMaHHBIM. Ho TOorja OH IPOCTO He MOT YCHUOETh Ha
MeCTe, eMy HYKHO Obl1o yBumeTh JIsiH Ceiuxka. U Temeps, YBUOEB €r0, OH MTOYYBCTBOBAJ 00JIeTYEHNUE.
JIsiH CBIYK9 He OTCTYIIMJI, OH BCE ellé Xaaj ero. Bcé emné MoKHO OBIJIO UCIIPABUTS.

— Tel ronopen? — cupocurn JIgH Ceuks. — 3aKa3aTh ey B HOMep?

— A... ma, — otBeTun Lao E. [To mopore oH coOBCeM He YyBCTBOBaJ I'ojiofia, HO TEEPb, KOTTa BCE
yIIeTJIOCh, OH BCIIOMHMII, UTO YTPOM ¥ THEM, 3aHSTHIM IIOATOTOBKOM K 3BTaHA3UU Cs10-Cs10 baii, oH
COBCEM He MOT eCTh. A BeuepoM Toxke He OBIJI0 BpeMeHH. 3a BECh IeHb OH IIOYTU HUYEro He chesl. Ero
JKenynokK OBUI IyCT, ¥ OH YyBCTBOBAJI HEMIPUSTHYIO CITaboCTh.

JIgH CplukK9 II03BOHUJI B PECTOpPaH OTeJId U 3aKa3asl PUCOBYIO Kallly ¢ Mopenpoayktamu. Korga
IIPUHECIIM e[y, OH CXOOMJ B BAHHYIO, B3SJI YUCTOE TIOJIOTEHIlE U, 00EPHYB €Tr0 BOKPYT PYKH,
B3bepoIui BonocH I1lao E:

— BrITpu ronosy, ¢ He€ BCE eIe Kamaer.

— A... — lao E B34 T0IOTEHIIE U BHITEP BOJIOCH. 3aTeM, I0cjie HeOObIION ay3kl, CIIPOCHIT:

— THI TONTBKO YTO BOCIIOIL30BAJICSI MOMEHTOM, YTOOBI IIOTJIaJUTh MEHS 110 TOJI0BE?

— Tot 3ametun? — JIgH CrIYkKa yABIOHYICS.

— 41 Tak u 3Hai, — npodopmorTain [ao E.

Bo Bpewms enpl JIsH CeIUXK3 CIIpocuiI Ipo cso0-csio bai. Llao E He cTan BoaBaThcs B moppobHOCTH. OH
nogymaj, 4To xopoto, 4To JIsH Ceruxka He Obio B [lekuHe. Bunets cMepTh c510-cs10 Bait Ob110 ObI
CIIMIIKOM TSIXKeJIO [JIs1 Hero, Befb OH TaK JO0Jro 3a00TUJICS O HeH.



— Omna ymna cnokoiHo, — [lao E mpornoTun noxKy Kamu ¥, HEMHOTO ITogyMaB, 0o0aBui, —
KaXKeTCsl, OHa UCIbITana obmeryenue. [TocnemHue oBe Hemean OHa OYeHb CTpagasa.

— Yro X, Tak nyyie, — JIgH CbIYK3 OMyCTUII I'1a3a.

Llao E coenan emié mapy riaoTKOB, HO efla Ka3anach eMy 6€3BKyCHOU. [I4Th JIeT Ha3af, B TOT BeYep,
KOT'TIa OHU PAaCCTAJIUCh, — 9TO OB IeHb poxaeHust JIsH CHUXKS — OH B IIOPBEIBE THEBA CKa3all, YTo
OTHOILIEHUS IBYX MYKUYWH OTBPATUTEJIbHE, KaK CIy4YKa AByX coOak. HaBepHOeE, 3TH CII0BA CUIIBHO
panumy JIsH Ceryka, pa3 OH MOMHMUIT UX TaK [OJTO.

— 41 Torga cka3an He mogyMaB, — []ao E momermuBan Kaury 10xkKoi. — 3a6ymb Te CIoBa.

JIsa CeIYXK9 IIOOHSII Ha Hero riasa.

— Te cambie, — nnpo6opmoTain Ilao E. — Tkl 3HaeIs, Kakue.

— Xoporo, — otBetun JIssH CHYXKI, HE 3aaBasi BOIIPOCOB.

B KOMHaTe CIBIIancs TOIbKO TUXUHU CTYK JIOXKKHU O Kpal TapesKu. Bce ocTanbHbIE 3BYKHU 3arjylial
IyM [ok7s 3a okHoM. 1Jao E memnenHo en kamry. OH yyBcTBOBas Ha ceOe B3rnsapm JIsH ChYxK),
cupamero Hanpotus. Korpa JIssH Celuks HEMHOTO BBIIIMBAJI, €r0 B3TJISA[ BCeraa MeHsscs. Tak xe,
KakK B TOT Beuep HECKOJIBKO JIET Ha3afl, KOTrfa OH ygapul npofocepa. OHU cufeny Ha JepeBIHHOU
cKaMelike Ha ynuile MubCH, 1 JIsH CHIYXK3 TakK XKe IPUCTalIbHO U J0JIr0 CMOTPEN Ha HETO ¥ TOBOPHUIT:
«Jao E, kak xke s pap Te0s1 BuneTh». Torga Llao E 3To pasgpaxaino. Tereps OH IOHUMAJ, YTO €T0
pa3mpaxan He JIssH CBIUXKD, a TO, YTO OH TOXKe OBII paj ero BUAEeTh. Ero pa3gpazaso To, YTO OH He
MOT CKPBITH CBOIO PafioCTh.

YmeiBasich, Ilao E 3agymarcs, Kak UM CIaTh 9TOH HOUBI0. Y JIssH ChIuKd OBITT HOMEP C TOCTUHOM.
JIn6o uM mpuUOEeTCs CllaTh BMECTe Ha KPOBAaTH, TU00 OMHOMY U3 HUX IPUAETCS CIaTh Ha AuBaHe. OHU
006a B3POCIIEIEe, M OHU TOJIBKO YTO IIeToBaauch. OHM 00a MOHMMAJIK, YTO 3HAYMIIO CIIATh BMECTE.

Llao E mocTaBun cTakaH u IOCMOTPETT Ha CBOE OTpaXkKeHue B 3epKase. Koxka BOKDYT rjia3 BCE ele
Oblta moKpacHesmiei. OH OB TAKUM KaJIKUM, paciiakasncs 6e30 BCIKOM mpuuyunbl. OH IIaKar,
kKorma ymepina Jiu O, a 6onbie HE pa3y. [ToueMy xe OH pacIyiakancs uMeHHO nepeq JIsH Crryxka?
OH caM He MOT 00BSICHUTB, YTO YYBCTBOBAJI B TOT MOMEHT. CJIOBHO MHOTO JIET OH CAEPKUBAJICS, a
IIOTOM BIPYT KTO-TO IIPOSIBUJI K HEMY TaKy0 HEXKHOCTb. OH JII00U 3TOT0 YeloBeKa, ¥ 3TOT YeJIOBEK
00U ero MHOTO 71eT. Bapyr Bcst o6uma u 6071b, KOTOPEIE OH TakK OOJIT0 UTHOPUPOBAJ U TEPIIEe,
BLIPBAJIUCh HApyxKy. OH IPOCTO HE CMOT UX COEPXKATh.

[Tony4aeTcs... oHU Ternepb BMecTe? C 3TOro MOMEHTa OHU OyAyT mapoi? Y Hero ObIJI0 MHOTO
OTHOILIEHU, HO MEICIIb O TOM, UTO OH OyzeT BcTpedaThCs ¢ JISH ChIYKS, IPUBOJUIIA €70 B
3aMenaTenbCcTBO. OH YyBCTBOBA PafOCTh, PACTEPSIHHOCTh, HETOTOBHOCTD U... JIETKYI0 HEJIOBKOCTE.
ToT HEXKHBIU MIOIENTYH... OH 0OKa3aJiCd He TaKUM YK HEIPUITHLIM U He BbI3Bajl OTBpPallleHUs.
Hao60poT, 9T0 TENNI0E, MATKOE IIPUKOCHOBEHKE OBITI0 KOMMOPTHBIM.



BHe3ammHo 0H 0CO3HAaJI, YTO MHOTO JIET ITOYTH He 1enoBasncs. OH He 00U emoBaThcsa. EMy Bcerga
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO 0OMEH CJIIOHOM C IPYTUM YeJI0BEKOM — YTO-TO HEBLIHOCHMOE, ITI03TOMY OH u3berat
nonienyes. 1lao E KOCHYJICSI pyKO#M CBOMX I'y0, IIOTOM HEIIPOU3BOJIBHO C3KAaJl X ¥ IIPOBEJ 10 HUM
3bIKOM. JIgH CBIYK3 TaK HEXKHO IOIeJI0BaJl ero, YTo Ha rybax ocTajach Bjlara U JETKUN IPUBKYC
BHUHA. U... 9TO OBIJIO HEIII0XO.

Briiifs 13 BaHHOM, OH yBUfeN JIgH CeIuXK9, CUOAIIETr0 Ha KpOBaTH M YUTaloIIero cueHapuu. lao E
II0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH BEPHYJICS B «JIa3ypHYIO BeUePUHKY». BBIJI0 HEMHOT'O HEJIOBKO, HO IIYCTh OyaeT
Kak B «JIa3ypHoii BeuepuHKe». Torfia OHY CIlajy B OMHOM KPOBATH, U 9TO He OBIJIO cTpaHHO. Ho,
nofois 6nuxKe, OH IOHSJ, YTO 3TO He «Jla3ypHas BeueprHKa». 30ech OblJla TOJIHKO OffHa KPOBaTh, U
OHH TOJIBKO UTO I1e7I0BaNIUCh. JIgH ChIUKI OTI0KUI CLIeHapUi ¥ ITIOCMOTPEI Ha HeTo.

— I'me... MbI OymeM craTh? — BCE xKe crpocun Llao E.

— Ecnu TH X0Yells, YTOOHI 5 CITajl Ha OuBaHe, — OTBETHN JIsSH CHIYXK3, — TO HOfII[y Tyoa.

— Tt roBopHIb Tak, — Llao E cen psimoM ¢ HUM M TUXO MTPOM3HEC, — OyATO S KaKOK-TO 3nomei. Eciu
KOMY-TO ¥ HYKHO CIlaTh Ha JWBaHe, TO MHE...

— O, TouHO, 51 3a0bU1, YTO THI JIIOOUIIH ClIaTh Ha AuBaHe, — JIgH CHIYK3 IOBEPHYIICS K HEMY, C
yNIBIOKOM TTIAa Ha Hero. — [{¥BaH B TOCTUHOMN NOBOJIbHO YIOOHEIN, TaK YTO, MOXKET OBITb...

Llao E nmocmoTtpen Ha Hero. [lepcrniekTuBa cniaTh Ha AUBaHe BOPYT [T0Ka3ajlach eMy He TaKOu yXK
npuBJeKaTenbHON. He To 4TOOH OH He MI00MII CIIAaTh Ha AUBAHE... IPOCTO... OH He MOT 00BsICHUTH,
I04eMy 4yBCTBOBa ce0s HEJIOBKO.

— JlaBayi ciaTh BMeCTe, — MPOmoKuil JIgH Celuxks.

Hao E 3amep. OTOT HEOXKUOaHHBIM [I0BOPOT 3aCTajl €ro BpacIlioX.

— M= u paHblle cnanu BMecte, — JIgH Celuxka3, HaOIIoas 3a ero peakiyeil, yCMexHyncsa. — BymeT
Kak pansie. [lao E, He HepBHUYAH. f 4TO, BEITJIIKY TaK, OyITO TOPOILIIO COOBITUS?

— Oii, He... — pednekTopHOo Haudas [Jao E, HO ocTaHOBUICS Ha IOJIYCIIOBE.

— He ut0? — cnpocun JIgH Ceraxs.

— He pgpa3nu MeHsd... — Llao E noHuswun rojgoc. — MHe HelnoBKO. [Jall MHe BpeMs IPUBHIKHYTh.

— XopoI1o, — ¢ JETKOCThI0 coryacuics JIsH Ceuxka. — 4 MOJoXKIy, MOKa TH IIPUBLIKHEIIb, a IIOTOM
Oynmy Te0st IPa3HUTH.



Cset morac. 3a OKHOM IIPOOOJIXKal MOPOCUTH 0K Ab. Houb OblJla TUXOM, KOMHATa IMOTPY3ujiach B
TeMHOTY. Pyka JIsH Cruxka Hamta pyky Llao E, cHavana HeXKHO cxXKaJlla €€, a 3aTeM CTajla CKUMaTh
BCE Kpemnue U Kpernye. Llao E uyBcTBOBa, Kak JIsiH CHIUXK3 CUJIBHO CXKHUMAET ero PyKy, IOYTH [0
00711 B KOCTSIX, HO He BHIPBIBAJICS, O3B0 JIssH CHIYXKA mepxkaTh ero. JIsH CHYXKI MO0 CKUMAJT
€ro j1agoHb, a noToM otnyctui. llao E nomesenun nanbliaMy, HaynbBas naablbl JISH Celuxk3. ITO
Obl1a ero yieBas pyka, Ta camasi, KoTopas Obljla KOTfa-To TpaBMUpPOBaHa.

— Ilao E, — nmo3Bas JIgH Cruxko.

— MMM, — oto3Bancs Lao E.

— TrI cKa3aJ, YTO TBOS MaMa KOI'a-TO CoxKajella 0 TOM, 4TO pogumna Te0s. YTo 9To ObII0? — THXO
capocun JIgsH Ce4xs.

— 4 mogcnyman, — orsetun Llao E. — Ona Torma Gosnesa. 9 CTOSIT 3a OBEPHIO MaaThl U YCIILIIIAT,
KaK OHA pasroBapuBasia o TeaedoHy.

— Illymaro, TBOSI MaMa He 3TO UMeJla B BU[Y.

— Vry, — Llao E noMosnyan HEMHOT0, @ IOTOM CKa3al: — Torga CTOJIbKO BCETO CIIy4YMIIOCH... 51 OB
caM He cBOH. [TomaBeHHbIN U 03710071eHHBIN. [Tocie e€ CMepTH MPOIII0 MHOTO BPeMEeHH, IIpexae
yeM s IpHUINEN B cebs. M Torma s MOHSJ, YTO HY2KHO ObIJIO IIOTOBOPUTH C HEM, BEISICHUTH BCE. Y HEE,
HaBepHOe, TOXKe OBITM Ha 3TO CBOU IIPUYMHEL.

JIsgn Ceryx3 nosepHycd K Llao E:

— llao E, moBepHuCh KO MHe.

Llao E mypira TpoCTHIHEH, TOBEPHYJICS U JIET IULIOM K HeMy. JIgH Cbruxkas o0HsAN ero. OHU OBUIH Tak
6mu3ko, uTo Teso Lao E Ha MrHOBeHMe HaNpATioCh OT HEIPUBEIYKY, HO OH OLICTPO pacciabumics u
npuxKarcs 10oM K nneuy JIgH Cbhraxa.

Onu monro nexanu B 00HUMKY. [ToTom JIssH ChIYK9 HaKIOHUIICS U motiesnoBan Llao E. Hous Gbita
oueHb TEMHOM. Huuero He OBIJIO BUIHO, OHM MOTJIM TOJILKO YYBCTBOBAThH BIIAaXKHOE OHIXaHUE OPYT
npyra. JIsa Ceruxka Bernenyto uckan ryout [ao E. IToToM oH ocTaHoBUIICS. PaccTosiHe MeXIy HUMH,
Ka3aJIoCh, COCTABIIAJIO BCETO MUJIIUMETPEL. X OeIxaHue I1eK0oTaslo Apyr Zpyry Hockwl. Llao E nogancs
BIIepER U caM moresoBan JIssH Chaxka.

BruManue! 3TOT mepeBon, BO3MOXKHO, €II€ HE TOTOB.

Ero cratyc: uget nepesop
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