Beuepowm, BeIKTI09UB CBeT, Llao E Bopouascs B moctenu. Ero Tak pa3mpazKaiy KOMaphl, 4YTO OH He
MoT yCcHYTh. OH 3aKyTaJICsl B IETHEE OfEsI0, HO KOMapHl ITPOA0IKAJN Ha30MIMBO XKYXKXKaTh Y HETO
HaJl YXOM, HU Ha CEKYHIy He YMOJIKasl.

— JIan CBIYXK3... — TUXO [I03BAJI OH, HE B CHJIaX 3aCHYTh.

JIss CHIY2K9 CIIBIIIAT, KAaK OH BOPOYAETCS Ha COCeIHelH KPOBATH, CJIOBHO XKapPHUTCS Ha CKOBopoake [1].
OH caM ¢ TPyOoM 3agpeMall U yKe IMOYTH IIPOBAJIUIICS B COH, KOTHa YCbial, Kak 1lao E ToHeHbKUM
T'0JIOCKOM, ITOX0XKHM Ha ITHCK KOMapa, 30BET ero 1o UMeHH.

[1] Berpaxenwue [JJJ000 (jian shui jian bao shi de) 6ykBanbHO 03HaYaeT «CIOBHO XKaPEHHHIHA BO
(GbpuTIOPE BOOHBIM KapPEHBIH MUPOKOK». ITO 00pa3HOe BHIPAXKEHHE OMKUCHIBAET YeJI0BEKa, KOTOPHIH
0eCIIOKOMHO BOPOYaeTCs, Ep3aeT, He MOXKeT HauTu cebe MecTa. [IpefcTaBbTe, KaK IHPOKOK
IIIKBOPYUT B MAacJie - OH IIOCTOSIHHO IIePEeBOPAUYMBACTCS, MEHSIET MOJI0KeHNe,

— M-M? — COHHO IPOMBIYAJI OH, HE OTKPEIBas IJ1as.

— Tr1 ToXe He criumib?.. — Llao E 3aroBopun rpomye.

— M-M... — B nonynpéme JIsgH ChluXk3 IOYYBCTBOBaJI, Kak K HEMy IIPUKaIOCh TE€IIoe Teno. OH
OTKPBUI I71a3a 4 yBupen Llao E ¢ mogyIkoi 1 ogesiysioM B pyKax.

— Yto cnyuyusnocs? — cupocu JIsH Celuxk3 OXPUMIIIAM T'OJIOCOM.

— He Mory Xe 51 00¥H MY4YUTHCS OT KOMapOB, Xe-xe-Xe, — XUuTpo ycMexnyncsd [Hao E. — Celuxk5-13, TH
MOJIKeH pPa3fesuTh CO MHOM 9Ty PagoCTh... [IOOBUHBCS HEMHOTO, 51 X04Y CIIaTh C TOOOM.

— Ecnu Th Gyens caTh CO MHOM, KOMaphl BCE paBHO OymyT KycaTh Tebsi, — cka3an JIgH Chuxk3, HO
BCE Ke IOABUHYJICS K CTeHe, 0CBOO0XKIast MeCTO.

Hao E momoxun TIOOYUIKY M IIJIOTHO 3aKyTaJICA B OOEAII0:

— 4 ykphisicsi, MeHsT He YKycsiT. OHU OyIyT TONTBKO XKYKXKaTh Hall HaMU 000UMH... CIIBILIUIIIE?

— Ara, cnpiry, — otBeTun JIgH Ceiuxks. COH KakK PYKOM CHSJIO. Y CaMOro yxa JeldCTBUTENIbHO
pa3maBanoch KOMapUHOE XyXKXKaHue. — MOMEHTANIbHBEIN 9PhEeKT.

— Xe-xe-xe, — DoBobHO 3axuxukan Ilao E, pagyscek cBoel ManeHbKoi mobene.

— HoBomen? — cupocun JIgH Ceruxka.



— Bonee unu menee... OT Te6s MaxHET KOKOCOM.

— 9T0, HaBepHOe, MaMIyHb... OT Te0s ToXKe UM IaxHeT.

LHao E l'IpOBéJ'I mabllaMu II0 BOJIOCaM, IMTOOHEC UX K HOCY U IIOHIOXAJI:

— Kaxertcsi, na. HaBepHoe, y TeGs BOJIOCH OIMHHEE, TIO9TOMY THl UCIIONIb3YeEIlh 60JIbIlle MaMITyHS.

— Bo3MoxkHO, — cka3an JIsiH ChIUK9, BEICYHYT PYKY U3-TIOM JIETHETO Ofesiyia, IOTIafu ero 1o
BOJIOCAM ¥ yOpan eé o6paTHO.

— O, THL OIATH TpOTaellb Mo ronoBy! — 1lao E npunopHsm ronosy ¢ NOOyLIKY.

— Ara, norporan. Uto, gpatbcs 6ymeM? — JIsiH CBYXK3 TUXO 3aCMeSIICS U, CJIOBHO Ha3JI0, CHOBa
TIOJIOKUJI PYKY €My Ha Toj10BYy. BoJIoChH y Hero ObliM OUeHb IPUSATHEE Ha OIIyIlh, FOpas3fo JIyyllle,
yeM y csio baii.

Llao E ybOpain ero pyky:

— Ecnu TH Gymens OCTOSTHHO TpOraTh MOIO T'OJIOBY, 51 lepecTaHy PacTy.

— TH ¥ TaK 4OCTATOYHO BHICOKUI.

— Her, 151 He 3Haenb, Yu MuHBAO Bhille MeHs! MHe HyKHO eIl€ II0JpacTH.

— W Kako# y Hero poct?

— OH yXe MeTp BOCEMbECHT.

— O, Kak u 1. A y Tebs KaKo# pocT?

— MHe He xBaTaeT OTHOTO CaHTHUMETDPa.

— CNuIIKOM BEICOKUHM POCT — 3TO TOXKe He 0UeHb XopoIno. — JIgH ChYK3 CHOBa IOJI0XKHUI PYKY eMY
Ha r'0JIOBY, CJIeTKa TOMacCUPOBaJl U, yirbasich, CKa3al:

— [TaBaii s Tebe MOMOTY HEMHOTO 3aME[IJIUTh POCT.

— Y6epu cBou nmansl! — Llao E cHOBa cMaxHY ero pyky. — Ecnu g nmepecTtany pacTt, 910 6ymeT



TOJIBKO TBOsA BHHA.

JIsan Cruxka, cMesich, yOpan pyKy u O6ombiie He Tporan ronosy Llao E. HacmesBIics BIOBOb, OH
3aKpBhIUI I'71a3a, IETasgCh CHOBA 3aCHYTh.

— To1 yxke cnuib? — crapocun Llao E cnycTsa HeKOTOpoe BpeMsi.

— A THI e1ié HeT?

— A He MOTY YCHYTH, COBCEM H€ X004y CIIATk... HaBaﬁ IIOrOBOPHUM. HOBepHI/ICB KO MHE.

— O uém? — JIsH ChIYK3 CHOBa OTKPHII I'Mla3a ¥ moBepHYycs K LJao E. — Tebe 6110 Becesio B 9TH
OHU?

— HopwmansHo... JIuab dHbL BCE BpeMs TacKasl Hac B 6ap cBoero OpaTa. TaM Tak IIyMHO, 5T 4yTh He
OTJIOX.

— Tebe HE TOHPABUIIOCH?

— He 0co60. U emgé... — XoTs B KOMHaTe OBIIM TOJILKO OHHU BABOEM, Llao E moHu3um rojoc. — ITO
Ovln Ter-6ap.

JIgH CeIuK9 pPeLnsi, YTO OCJIbIIIAJICS:

— ...Kakoi 6ap?

— Teii-6ap, — cka3zan Llao E uyTk rpoMue, mpuaBunycs K JIsH CHIYXKD ¥ CHOBa ITOHU3UJ TOJI0C: —
Ckaxy Tebe 1o cekpety, JIuHb AHb TIOOUT MYKUKH.

Lao E roBopun oueHb TUXO, CJIOBHO OENUIICS KAaKOU-TO TaiHOM. OH OB TaK 6/113K0, 4TO JIgH ChIYxK9
YYBCTBOBAJ €T0 ABIXaHKE Ha CBOEM JIHIIE.

JIsan Ceryxks npomosdan. OH OIIyTHI CTPaHHOE YYBCTBO, IOGHUMAIeecs B Tpyau. Byaro
TAWHCTBEeHHHIN ronoc Llao E 3amen TOHKYI0, HAaTAHYTYIO CTPYHY ¥ OHA TUXOHBKO JPOTHYJIA. 3BYK,
momo0HO 93Xy, MPOIIEJICS M0 TeTy BMECTe C YoapaMu Cephlla, ¥ Ha MTHOBEHHE I'PyOb CJIOBHO OHeMeIa.

YTo 3TO OBITIO 3a CTPaHHOE YyBCTBO? JIsH ChIUXK3 MHCTUHKTUBHO He XOTeN B 3TOM KomaThcs. OH
II0JIaBUJI 9TO CTPAHHOE OLIYIIeHVe U IIePEeBEPHYIICS Ha CIUHY:

— OTKyga Thl 3Haellb?



— He oTtBOpauuBaiics... 4 Bupen ero napHsg. OH I0X0XK Ha AE€BUYOHKY.

— O... — npousHec JIsH CrYXK3, HO BCE PaBHO He ITOBEPHYJICS, IPOAOJIXKas JiexKaTh Ha CIIMHE.

— Ero mapHio o4eHs He [10BE3JIO.

— M-m?

— KaxeTcs1, ero mapeHb — aKTED, MOAMKCABIIUN KOHTPAKT C KoMmanuey 6pata JIunb dHs. HemaBHO
OH IIOJIyYMJI POJIb B (pUJIbME, CbEMKU BOT-BOT [IOJIXKHHEI OBIIM HauaThCsi. Ho kKakuM-To o6pa3oM 00 ux
OTHOILEHUSIX CTAJI0O U3BECTHO, ¥ OpaT JIuHb fHS B rHEBe BCE UCIOPTUIIL. Temeps MapHs OTCTPAHUIIU OT
paboThl... Pa3Be 3T0 He ykKacHO?

— YxacHo... Kotopeiit u3 Hux JIuHb AHB?

— TOT... KOTOPBIY Ha3kbIBaJl T€0ST MaleHbKOM KpaCaBUIIEH.

— A, o TenedoHy OH Ka3aJICs TAKUM BECETIBIM.

— [la, oH, TOX0XKe, COBCeM He nepexuBaeT. MHe [la baui paccka3sai. [Iocye 3TOro g gaxe He X04y C
HUM [IPYXKUTb...

— Ho T®I X€e B TOT IleHb BECEIUIICSA C HUM BMeCTe?

— 9%, ma... 1 Toxke 00 9TOM moayMai... Ho OH Tak XOpoIIo KO MHE OTHOCUTCS, — B3HoxHY 1lao E,
SIBHO ITepexXuBasi. — JTO TaK CJI0OXKHO... 51 JKe He MOTY ITPEKPATUTh C HUM [JPYXKUTh U3-3a TOTO, UTO
IIPOMCXOMUT MEXKY HUM U ero mapHeM. JTO ObIJI0 OBl CIUIIIKOM CTPaHHO.

— Om xoporto K Tebe oTHOCUTCA? B KakoM cMEICIE?

— Hy... 4 3Hat0 ero c gerctBa. OH Ha TPU rofa CTaple u [y MeHs Kak 6patT. Bcé BpeMs MHe 4TO-TO
TIOKYyTIaeT. XOTsI HHOTHAa TOBOPUT BCSIKKE TalOCTH, HO B IIEJIOM BCETMa MHE YCTymaeT... CI0XKHO
00BSICHUTE, HO OH IEHCTBUTEILHO XOPOIIO KO MHE OTHOCHUTCS.

— OH... — JIsgu CryK3 3aMHYJICS U HEYBEPEeHHO Haydal: — A BAPYT Thl €My HPaBUILILCS?

— IIa Hy, 6pock! — Llao E TyT e BCKOYHUII C MOAYIIKU. — He myrait MeHsI, y MEHS OT TBOUX CJIOB
MYypallIKy4 10 KoXe Io0exkau.

JIsa CBIYXKS IpOMOIYall.



— [IpaBpa, notporaii. — Lao E Hamynan ero pykKy 4 IpuaoXkKuil K CBoel pyke. — YyBCTByellb?

— M-M... — Ha camoM [ieJie OH HUYEro He IIOYyBCTBOBAJI, TOJILKO IIPUKOCHOBEHUE K TEIJION, HEMHOTO
BJIaXKHOM Koxke. JIgH CHIYK3 OTOEPHYI PYKY ¥ HEBOJIBHO MOTED IaIbIIbl.

— KaxeTcs1, THI IIOTIaI 10 MOEMY KOMapUHOMY YKYCy, Teneps dernetcs... — Llao E nér obpatHo Ha
TIOAYIIKY, ToUecasl PYKY U MPORoyikuiI: — OH KO BCeM HalllUM APY3bsIM XOPOILIO OTHOCUTCS, He
TOJIBKO KO MHeE... M I0TOM, eMy HPaBSITCS TOJIbKO KEHOMOA00HEIE ITapHU, TaK YTO, AyMalo, OH BCE-
TaK¥ [IPEANIOYNTAET JEBYIIEK.

—0...

— Xe-xe-xe, ChIuXK3-T3, a Tebe KaKue NeBYIIKN HPaBsATCSA? — CIPOCU pa3roBopusiuiics Llao E,
IPUIBUHYBIIKCH OITHXKE.

— Mae... — JIsgH Cpl4K3 HEMHOT0 II0MOJIYaJl, IOJHSI PYKY YU IPUKPHLUI I'JIa3a ThIJIbHOM CTOPOHOU
nmapoHu. — OTKynma TH 3Haellb, YTO MHE HPaBSATCS AEBYIIKU?

— A? — Ha aroT pa3 Ilao E mopckouus Ha KpoBaTh. — THl TOXKE JTIOOUILIL MYXKYUH?!

Haxe He Bugs nmuiia Llao E, JIsga Crryk9 MOT IPEICTABUThL €T'0 YAUBIEHHOE BhIpaXKeHue: IIUPOKO
PACKPHITHIE TJIa3a, KOTOPHIE, MOMKHO OBITh, OJIECTAT HaKe B TEMHOTE, HEMHOTO OIIEJIOMIEHHEIN, HO
OYeHb XKUBOU BITJISA.

[TpencraBuB cebe, Kak OH ceryac BHITIAAUT, JIgH CHIYKI, IPOAOJIKas IPUKPHIBATh I'la3a PYKOH,
CerKa yIbIOHYJICS:

— Tol ¥ IpaBAa noBepumn?

— O, THl MeH4 pasbirpan... — Llao E ¢ obrmerdenuem B3poxuynn. — Hamyran Mens. M3-3a Tebs s
CerofiHs BeChb Ha HEpPBax.

JIgH CeluXK9 YCMEXHYJICH:

— Tel 1 caM IIPEKPACHO 3Haellb, YTO ThI HepBHBIfI.

— 910 BCé u3-3a Te0s1! — Llao E cHoBa nér. — Ecnu OBl TH JTI00MI MY2K4KH, 51 OB He cTajl ¢ TOOOMH
CIlIaTh B OMHOM KPOBATH.

— A JIunb fdHB MOOUT MYKYUH, ¥ TH BCE PABHO C HUM APYKUIIIb.



— [pyXuTb-TO MOXKHO. B mobom ciyuae, s eMy He HpaBiiochk. Ho cmaTh BMecTe Kak-TO CTPaHHO... U
BoOOIIE, JIuHb HB TIOOUT AEBYIIEK, Hy WX MapHeH, MOX0XKUX Ha JEeBYLIEK, TaK 4UTO, AyMalo, eMy
BCE-TAaK¥ HPABSTCS [EBYILIKH.

— O... — npomsbryan JIsa Ceraxa.

— HO‘-IeMy THI HE CIIPAIIMBaA€Ilb, KaKWu€ NEBYIIKN HPABATCSA MHe?

— Hy, rosopmu.

— MHe HpaBSTCS Takue, Kak TH... — LJao E cuenan nmay3y, oxumas Takoi xe OypHOM peakIn, KakK y
HET0 CaMOT0 TOJIBKO 4YTO.

Ho JIgau Celuxks, Ka3aj0Ch, HUKaK He OTpearupoBarll.

— ...TaKue Xe KpacCuBble IeByIIKY, — 0e3 3HTy3ua3Ma 3akoHuuI Llao E cBoio HeynauHyio MIyTKy. —
Ou, moyeMy THl HUKaK He pearupyernis?

— 4 tak u 3Han, 3T0 6aHanbHO. — JIgH CHIYK3 yOpaa PyKy OT r'jIa3 U, 3aKPHIB UX, YIIBIOHYIICS.

— f Toxe Tak gyMaro, — pa3o4apoBaHHO cKa3as Llao E.

— JlaBam cmaTh.

— O... [Togoxpu. — Lao E yXe o4ty 3aKpelyi I'J1a3a, HO Y4epe3 HeCKOJIbKO CEeKyHI CHOBa 3arOBOPUIL.
— 41 TONIBKO YTO IIOAyMasl O OPYTrOM BO3MOXKHOM BapuaHTe Halllero 3HaKOMCTBA.

— M-m?

— Ecnu GBI BCE IIJIO CBOMM 4epeoM, Thl ObI TaK 3[I0POBO UT'Pajl HAa CKPHUIIKE, YTO OTHAXKIHI II0eXall
OBl Ha TACTPOJIM 3a IPAHUILY ¥ TaM BHICTYIIHII OBl Ha OOHOM CIieHe C MOoei MaMO#. f MHOTa X0XKYy Ha
€€ KOHIIePTHI, ¥ II0CJIe BEICTYIIEHHUS ST OBl ITOIIENT 3@ KYJTUCH, YTOOH eé HaiTu. Most MaMa HaBepHSIKa
IIPOHUKJIIACh Ob K TeOe cUMIIaThel, I09TOMY OHa ITpeficTaBuia ObI HaC OPYT APYTY, MBI OB
Pa3roBOPUITKACH, HaM OBLIO GBI OUEeHb BECETIO, ¥ MBI CTATX ObI XOPOIIMMHU OPY3bsIMHU. [[UHB!

JIsa CeIYXK3 YJ'ILI6HYJ'[C${ ¥, CJIOBHO ITOOBITPBIBAA, IIPOMOJIZKHUIT:

— U cynpba cHOBa cBena Obl HaC BMeCTe.

— Ara, Temneps MOXKHO crnaTh. — [lao E 3akpuii ria3a, moMoadaa HEMHOTO, @ IOTOM THUXO0 CKa3all: —
3-3-3-3, CJIBILIMIIE, KaK KOMap KYXKKUT?



— Crpimy.

— Otnuuno. — Lao E, 3akphIB r71a3a, yIBIOHYICS, JOBOJIBHEIM CBOUM ycrexoM. — CIIOKOMHOM HOYH,
JIsta ChIuxKa.

— CnokouHOM HOUM, — OTBeTuUJ JIssH ChIUK3 ¥ OTKPHUI I'Ia3a B TEMHOTE.

KomuaTa Oblta TIIOTPpy2kK€eHa B TEMHOTY, JINIIb MaJlIeHbKUM 9KPAaH KOHOUIIMOHEPA NU3IIy4all
FOHYGOBaTbIﬁ CBE€T, ITOKa3bIBadsi YCTAHOBIIEHHYIO TEMIIEPATYPY.

Llao E, cka3aB «CIOKONHOM HOYM», OBICTPO YCHYJ. KoHOuIIMoHep OeCITyMHO T'HaJl IPOXJIaHBIN
BO31yX. He ObIII0 HA30MIMBOTO XKYKXKaHUS BEHTUIATOPA, U pa3MepeHHOe [IbIXaHKe I0HOLIN ObII0
CJIBIIITHO 0COOEHHO OTYETIIUBO.

A BoT JIaH CBI4kK3, KOTOPHIY IO 3TOTO IIOYTU 3aCHYJI, Tellepb He MOT YCIIOKOUTHCSL U HUKAK He MOT
YCHYTb.

«JIuub AdHb MOOUT MyXK4YUH», — TUXxUM rojoc Llao E cHOBa npo3Bydan y Hero B ymax. OH CJIOBHO
CHOBa ITOYYBCTBOBAJI €r0 ABIXaHWEe Ha CBOEM JIUIIE.

['me-To B ryOrHe AyIIX 3allleBeIUIOCh HE3HAKOMOe, CTPaHHOe, CUJIbHOE YyBCTBO. Ka3anock, CTOUT
JIUIIb 3aAyMAThCs Haf 9TUMHU CIIOBaMH, CHSATh C HUX TOHKYI0 00EPTKY, ¥ OHO BHIPBETCS HAPYXKY. Y
JIstr ChIY2K9 BO3HUKJIO MTPEIYYBCTBUE, YTO, KAK TOJIBKO 9TO YYBCTBO BHIIIJIECHETCS, OHO ORICTPO,
IIOJTHOCTBIO ¥ 0€3BO3BPATHO IOTJIOTUT €ro. ITO eBa He 3aMyCTUIIO 3aIlUTHEIA MeXaHU3M, He
II03BOJISISE eMy OyMaTh majbiie. OH HEBOJIHO CXKaJl KyJTaKH.

OH mepeBepHYJICS JTUIOM K CTeHe, cuHoM K Llao E, 3acTaBmnss ce6s UTHOPUPOBAThL 3TO YYBCTBO.

OnuHOYEeCTBO, PaCTEPSHHOCTL, 0OPEUEHHOCTS... 3@ TIOCIEHUN TOfl OH UCIILITA BCIO TaMMY 3THX
amornwmi. OH Hay4yuscs 6IOKMPOBATH CBOM YyBCTBA ¥ MOT'PYKAThCS B INTy00KMii COH. U cerdac oH
3acTaBisisg cebs YCHYTh, CHeJall TO Ke CaMoe: BEIOPOCHII BCE CBOU MEBIC/IM U3 TOJIOBBI, OCTABUB JIUIIIb
0eCKOHEYHYI0 TEMHOTY.

BruManue! 3TOT mepeBon, BO3MOXKHO, €IIé He TOTOB.

Ero cratyc: ugéT mnepeop
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