Hao FOitHUH HEBOILHO OPOCHUIT B3TIISAT Ha IPpUMEpPHYI0 JIsH Chruxka. OH XK[as, Koroa acCUCTEHTKa
JIsr ChIYK9 BHIUMET 3a e[I0M, HO Ta, BeIOEXKAB, JTUIITh MEJIbKOM B3TJISIHYJIA U yOexala o0paTHO.
Heyxenu emy He oHpaBunoch? Bemb 310 «Cy Cao»! OH 3aka3kiBasl, UCIONIB3YS UM OpaTa... Llao
IOuHUH ¢ HeTepneHWeM XKaal, 1 BOT JISH CeIYK3 BHIIE] U3 TpuMepHOu. 1lao KOMHWH HEMHOTO
HaNpsArcs U OTBEPHYJICS, Jelasd BUL, YTO CMOTPHUT B APYTYI0 CTOPOHY. OH pa3gyMeiBajl, CTOUT JIX
ofoMTH 1 mo37mopoBaThes ¢ JIsH Ceiuxka. OH 3aka3biBal ey TPU OHS MOAPSH, Iopa OblJIO caenaTth
IIePBBIY 1IAT...

HabpaBuIuch CMenocTH, OH oBepHYJICS K JIgH CBIUXK3, ¥ er0 Cepplle TYT e 3aK0JIOTUI0Ch — JISH
Cruxka méen npssmo K Hemy! [Jao FOMHUH TOYyBCTBOBAJI, UTO €T0 TOJI0Ba He cooOpakaeT, a TeJlo
3acTeuio. OH HEPBHO CTJIOTHYJI, He 3Had, 4YTO fgefaTh. [loueMy JIssH ChI4K3 BOPYT UAET K HEMY?
MoxeT, HeoBOJIEH 3aKa30M? YTO eMy CKa3aTh?

[Tpexme 4eM OH ycren cobpaThcs ¢ MeICAMHU, JITH CBIYKS MOMOIIEN K HeMy, 00HSTT 3a IIeYu
COBEPILIEHHO eCTECTBEHHBIM [BUKEHUEM U TIOBEIT K BRIXOOY CO ChEMOYHOM IIJIOIIAIKHU, TOBOPS
HeOpexXHO, Kak Oy[ITO pa3roBapuBajl CO CTaPhIM 3HAKOMBIM:

— Tot gBoropomukbi OpaT Llao E, ma? Kak Te6st 30ByT?

— [ao... ITao I0#-0#i-HuH. — 1Jao IOWHKUH TaK BOJHOBAJICS, YTO Hadas 3auKaThCA. JITH CrIuxk9 OBLI
oueHb OJTM3KO0, OH YYBCTBOBAJI JIETKMH apOMaT €ro OOeKOJIOHA U OIIYIIas, YTO TOT IIOHAaBIIseT ero, us-
3a Yero HeBOJIbHO HAIIPSITCH.

— A, Hao KOunuH, — noBtopun JIssH ChYxk3 ero uMs. — Thl CerofHs 30eCh ONUH?

— Ia, — Llao FO#HUH OmemnuI u mo3BOINUI YBECTH Ce0sl.

Korga oHu BHIXOOUIN CO CHEMOYHOM IIJIOMIAAKHU, KTO-TO I03M0PoBasIics ¢ JIgH ChIukKI:

— Crruxk3, cnacubo 3a efly, OHa BeJIUKOJIEIHa.

JIssu Crruxka noxnomnan [ao FOiHuHA 10 n1evy U yIeOHYIICS:

— Ou no6narogapuil, OTBETH eMY.

— H-He 3a uT0, — MammHanbHO 0TBeTUII [lao FONHKH, HaxKe He 0CO3HaBas, YTO BRILAJ CeO0sl.

— 3ayeM THI 3aKa3biBal eny? — cupocun JIsH Ceiuxka, npoponxas untu Buepen. Lao HOiHNH
3aMsJICs, He B CUJIaX OTBETUTH, U Toraa JIgH ChI4XK9, clerka noBepHYB I'0JIOBY, IOHU3HUII TOJI0C. —
XoueIb MeHsI COOIa3HUTE?

Ero cnoBa Oblu Tak HeOXKUOAHHE, 4TO [ao KOMHUH 4yTh He MOACKOYHIT:



— HerT-Her, HeT!

— O, 3HAYUT, TAaKUX MBICJIEN Y TeOST HeT, — CIIOKOMHO oTBeTH JIgH ChIukK3.

«A X0uy Tebst COOMa3HUTE... HO I He 0CMeJMBaloCh cKa3aTh!» — [lao KOHUH CHOBa 3aMsICs:

— H-Her... 310 HE ...

JIsar CrIYK9 YCMEXHYJICS, OTIIYCTHUII €T0, IOAOIIEN K BHEOOPOKHUKY, OTKPHLI IBEPh U CEJl B MallIUHY.
Hao IO¥WHUH CTOAT PANOM, paCTePSTHHBIN.

— Cagucy, — no3Bait JIgH Ceiuxks. — Yero 3acTelI?

— A-a, xoporro... — ITao FO#HWH, CIIOBHO IOJTyYHB IIOMUIOBaHUE, OBICTPO CEJI Ha IepeqHee CUIeHbe,
mepKach 3a CIUHKY Kpecna. OH ycesncs Tak, 4To Mexkay HuM u JIssH Chruxka Obi y3Kui npoxon. CyH
[IuHBSIHB Cella Ha 3aJHee CHeHbe U C J00O0MBITCTBOM IIocMOTpesa Ha [lao KOiiHuHa, ragas, 4To
3apyMan JIsH Ceuxka.

— UYsHb-T3, noexanu B «LIuHB3M», — cKalan JIgH CelYXkKS BOOUTEIIIO, IIOCIE Yero OTKUHYJICS Ha
CIIMHKY CUJIeHbS U 3aKPHIJI I'J1a3a.

Lao FOitHuH 4yBCTBOBAJ ce0s1 HECIIOKOMHO. EMYy 04eHb XOTEN0Ch MOroBOPUTH C JIgH ChIUXKS, HO TOT
BCE BpeMs CUOEI C 3aKPLITHIMHU T'Jla3aMu, IIOBEPHYB T'OJIOBY B €ero cTOpoHY. Llao KOHUH yKpagKou
HECKOJIPKO Pa3 B3IJISHYJ Ha HEro, IMBITasCh IOHSTh, CIIUT OH Uiy HeT. OH OpOCuU B3I, IIOTOM eIl
OfuH, elne oguH, ¥ BAPYT JIsH CBIYK3 OTKPHLI I'/la3a ¥ IOCMOTpeN IpsaMo Ha Hero. [lao FOHUH 4yTh
He TIOATIPHITHYJ. B 9TOM B3rjisgne He OBIJI0O HU TEHU CHA, 3TO OBI SICHBEIN, Make OCTPHIN BITJISAM, U Y
Hao OitHMHA BO3HUKIIO olfylleHne, 4To JIgH ChIYK3 3aMEeTUJI BCe ero TalHbIe B3TJISAIHL.

— HepBHuyaems? — BAPYyT yaeiOHYICS JIsiH ChIYkK3, TIOCMOTPEB BIIepéen. — Boubest, 9To s Tebst
mpomam?

— Hert... — Jao FOiiHUH cTapasiCh YCIOKOUTHCS, CTIIOTHYII. — CBIYK3-T'9, KyHda MbI efeM?

JIsa ChIYXKS IIOCMOTPEI Ha HEro:

— THl yroiman BCI0 CbEMOYHYIO TPYIIIY, U S TOXKE [OJIXKEH YTOCTUTh Te0sI, He Tak Jiu?

MammuHa nogbexana K pectopany «L{uHB3ii». Y BXo#a BUCENH [Ba KPACHBIX AMOHCKUX POHaApS —
TUTNIMYHBIA 3JIETAHTHBIM U U3BICKAHHBIM CTUIh AIIOHCKOT0 PecTopaHa.

Bopgutens, mogBe3s UX KO BX0OYy, yeXall Ha ITapPKOBKY. JIssH CBIYKS BHIIIEN U3 MAIIMHE 1 OT'JIAHYJICA



Ha CyH Lunbsaab. CyH LluHbsHb OblIa 0O4eHb COOOpa3uTeibHA, C OOHOTO B3IJIsA MOHSIA, YTO OH
X0YeT CKa3aTh, U C YIBIOKOW CIIPOCHUIA:

— CBIUXK3-T3, UTO IPUKAKEIIh?

— BrI ¢ Y3HB-T3 moeduTe U MOXKETe OBITD CBO6OJI[HBI. [To3xke g OIlJIa4y Ballld CHETA.

— A Kax TH 0OOEPENIbCS M0 OTENs?

— He BomHyiics, 1 npuayMan Kak, — yneiOHyICs JIgH Ceruks ¥ 00epHYIICS K CTOSIBIIEMY PSIIOM
oHome. — Ilao... FOitauH, ga? IloigémM BHYTPE.

CyH LIuHBSIHD C TPEBOTOM CMOTpeIa Ha yaansouryocs ciuny JIsH Ceraxka. Pemun noyxkunats ¢ Lao
HO#inuHOM HaenuHe? CeromHs Be4epoM Bedb He MPOU30UAET HUYEro Mmi1oxoro? CTOUT JTH COOOIIUTh
00 atom FOubuy-113e¢? HeT, moxkanyii. Ecu coobmaTs FOHBUY-113€ 060 BCEM — ¥ 0 BaXKHOM, U O
MeJio4yax, MOXKXHO CTaTh HafgoeanuBou s6emoi... Ho, ecinu HU4Yero He cKasaTh, BAPYT YTO-TO
CIy4yuTcs?

CyH LIuHbsSIHb B HEPEIIUTENIBHOCTH Tep3aia TenedoH. Ef BOpyT moka3ajock, YTO OHAa COBCEM HE
3Haet JIssH Chruxka. OHa CTajla ero aCCUCTEHTKOI 1mocye Brixoma ¢unbMa «CHEL 0 1100BY U Cyab0e», a
II03Ke CTaja U ero MeHemxkepoM. Kasanoch Ovl, OHa IoKHa 3HATh €T0 JIy4Ille BceX, HO OHa HJaxe He
nposicHuIia 6a30Boro Bonpoca: «JIgH Ceiuxka OUCceKcyas Uil HeT?»

«He most BuHa, — mogymaina CyH Liuabsaab, — JIgH CHYXKS 3a 9TH [Ba roJa HUA C KeM He 3aBOIUIT
POMaHOB BO BpeMs ChEMOK, a KOTfla He CHHMAJICs, JTI0OuU ObITh OMuH. MHe TPOCTO HEeOTKyHa OBLII0
y3HATh O €r0 IUYHOU KUSHU.

Opuaxko Llao FO#HuE — OpaTt npe3ugeHTa Luomeng, rocnoguta Ilao, minemsauuuk Llao Ciowoans. He
CJTUIIIKOM JI PUCKOBAHHO CBSI3HIBATH Ce0s1 OTHOIIEHUSIMU C TAaKUM BIUSTEIbHEIM YeoBeKoM? Tak
YTO, HaBepHOe, BCcE OymeT xopoio? CyH LIuHbSIHL 6ECITOKOUIACh: IIPOBOISI MHOTO BPEMEHU PSIIOM C
JIgH ChI4K9, HaXOOAIIMUMCS B LIEHTPE 3TOT0 BOAOBOPOTa BHUMAaHHUS, OHA CTajla CIUILIKOM
YyBCTBUTEJILHOU, U KaXObIM pa3, Koraa JIgH Chr4kK9 BEIXOOUII 3a PaMKU 3[PaBOT0 CMEICIIA, el
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO BOT-BOT IIPOUBOUAET UTO-TO y2KACHOE.

Hao FOitHUH He MOT TIOBEPUTH CBOEMY CUACThIO, OH OB BHE ce0st 0T pamocTu! OH He 0XKMal TAaKOTo
ObICTPOTO pa3BUTHS COObITUM: JITH ChIuK9 cobupasncs noyxuHaTthk ¢ HuM! [To co6CcTBEeHHOMN
nnuiraTuBe! Haenune! B otnenbHoM KoMHaTe! 3HauuT, JIsH Ceruxks Oucekcyan? Onpepenénuo! 11ao
HOiiHUH cHOBa BCIIOMHUII Ty (OTOrpaduio U MBEICIEHHO CPaBHHUJI CBOU CUIIYIT C CAJIy3TOM YeJIoBeKa
Ha (OTO, pEeIInB, YTO OH, BO3MOXKHO, IPUHAMJIEXKUT K TOMY TUITy, KOTOPBEIA HpaBuTcs JIsH Ceiuxs. OH
CHOBA YKpafKo# nmocMoTpen Ha JIgH CeluXKa3, CuAeBInero HanpoTus. JIgH CeIUXK3 AepKasl MJIaHIIeT
i1 3aka3a 61mto. CKIOHUB TOJIOBY, OH ME[JIEHHO JINCTal CTPAHUIILI MEHIO, TPOBOJIS IAJbIIEM T10
9KpaHy. Bo3M0XHO, 13-3a BHe3amHoro conmxkenus, [lao KOHNH moYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO peayibHbIN JISH



Cruxka erme 6osee BuedaTnsoomui, yeM JIgH Celuxk3 Ha 9KpaHe. [IpocTo cupns, oH ObUT KakK SIpKUN
epCcoHax (uIbMa — 3araJOyHbIlM, OCTPHIM, HEIIpeaCcKa3yeMbli.

JIsn Crruka OBICTPO CcHenal 3aKa3 U MOABUHYII MlaHieT [lao FOiHUHY:

— Bribupait 4TO X0Uellb CHECTb.

— A-a, xopoto... — ITao FOMHWH B35/ IIAHIIET ¥ HaYal YUTATh MEHIO, ITEITAsICh CKPHITh
6ecmokoicTBO. JIstH ChIUK3 CMOTPEN Ha HET'O0 TAKUM BHUMATENIbHBIM B3TJISIIOM, YTO €T0 OBIJI0 TPYOHO
UTHOPUPOBATD.

«Ha 4T0 0H cMOTpUT? — C TpeBorou gymarn Llao IOiHUH. — V MeHs 4TO, Ipa3b Ha JIUIe UM BOIOCH
pacTpemnanuch?»

OTmpaBuB 3aKa3, OH IIOOHSJI TOJIOBY M yBUAEI, 4TO JIsiH ChIYK9, OIKUPAsiCh JIOKTEM O CTOJI, AEPKHUT B
IOMHATOU pPyKe TesedoH, HanpaBieHHbN Ha [lao FOiiHuHAa:

— Cpenato TBO€E GOTO, TH HEe ITPOTUB?

— H-Her... He npoTuB... — Llao KOWHWH oNemnnI ¥ He CMOT HUYero BO3Pa3uTh.

JIsta ChIuzk OBICTPO CHeNall CHUMOK U, youpas TenedoH, CIIPOCHIT:

— ThI 2Ke TOBOPHUJI, YTO X04elllb f00aBUTh MEeHSI B KOHTAKTHI, TIoYeMy He [06aBun?

[lao FOitHUH He 0XKHUMOa, YTO OH CaM 3aTOBOPHUT 06 3TOM, PacTepsiyiCs ¥ CKa3ai:

— A... Mot 6pat cka3zar, 4To y Hero HeT TBoero WeChat’a, — oH gyman, uTo JIssH CHIYK9 He X0Tes
no0aByIAThL €r0 B PY3bsi, HO, YCIIBIIIAB TaKoM Borpoc, [ao FOMHUH CHOBa 3aCOMHEBAJICS: @ MOXKET,
Llao E o6maHyn ero?

— O, BOT KakK.

— [Ila, & mompoCuI ero B34ITh TBOM TeNleoH y npopatocepa Cioii u pexuccepa L[9H, HO OH OTBETHII, UTO
ThI CKa3aJl CIPOCUTH TOJILKO Y HETO, a He y Apyrux... — [lao FOWHUH 0YeHb X0Tel IOrOBOPUTS C JIgH
Crruxs nogosbite ¥ Beipan Lao E ¢ motpoxamu. — HaBepHoe eMy, Kak npe3uneHTy Luomeng,
CTHIIHO, 4TO y Hero HeT TBoero WeChat'a ...

— Xa-xa, — JIgu CBrIUXK3 paccMesyiCsl U CIPOCuil: — A Kakoi y Hero HoMep WeChat?

—A?



— Henb3s ke BeYHO IIO3BOJIATh €My YyBCTBOBATH ce0st HeJIOBKO.

— A, st0. — Ilao FOuHuH B34 TenedoH, Hamen B WeChat ctpanuny Llao E u nporauyn JIsH Ceruxa.
YBupes, Kak JIgH ChIuK5 HECKOIBKO pa3 IIOCTy4YaJl 10 3KpaHy CBOero TenedoHa, rigaasa Ha 9KpaH Llao
FOiinrHa, OH C T0O0MBITCTBOM BHITSHYII I1€10. — THl 00aBIISEIh ero B APY3bs?

— [Ja.

— A... a MOXeIlb 0OaBUTh ¥ MEHS? — HAaOpPaBIIKUCh CMEJIOCTH, CIIpocui Llao FOHHMH.

— KoHeuHo, gaBai.

Ho6aBuB JIsa Ceruxka B WeChat, [lao FOiiHuH, cuacTiuBo oO0HMMas TenedoH, 130 BCEX CHJI CTapacs
cOoepxaTb BOCTOPT.

— JT0 Xe NocNnefHuy Kaap u3 «TpuHapguaTtu gHen»? — OH cpa3y y3Hal aBaTapky JIsH CeluXK3: 9TO
ObL1 c5i10 MaHb, UAYIIKY U3 IPKO OCBELIEHHOTO NMOAbEe3/ia B TEMHEBIN IIePEYIIOK II0CTIe COBEPIIEHHOTO
uM youiicTBa. B mepeynke He Oblno poHapei, u cs10 MaHb yOansiics OT CBETa, B KOHIIE TTEPeyIKa ero
CUJTY3T TOYTH CJIUIICS C HOUHOU ThMOM. ABaTap JIssH ChIYkd OB KaAPOM, IIPEIIIECTBYIOIMIUM TOMY,
KaK CUJIY3T CsI0 MaHs OKOHYATEeJIbHO PacTBOPUIICS B TeMHOTe. CiieHa Oblyta 1 63 TOr0 MpayHas, a
€CITM BCIIOMHUTB AEUCTBUS C510 MaHs B puiIbMe, aBaTapka IIPOM3BOAMIA YAPYyYalollee BliedaTieHUe.

— Ila, ckonbKO Tebe JIeT? — CIPOCUJT CUAEBIINY HanpoTuB JIgH ChIUXK3.

— JleBsiTHAOUATE... — oTBeTUN Llao FOMHUH 1 omycTun TenedoH.

— JHeBsiTHAAIATh. X0OpoIu# Bo3pacT. — JIssH CEIYKS B3TJISHYI Ha MA4YKy CUTapeT U 3aXKUTalKy,
nexalye psafoM ¢ HUM. — Thl KypPUILb?

Hao KOitHUH MOTEP HOC:

— Huorgoa.

JIsr ChIYK5 MOCMOTPEJ Ha HETO:

— A Kax HaCYeT aJkorojusa?

— HopwmarzHo...

— BrinbeM BMecTe?



— X-X0polIio...

ABTODY €CTh 4TO CKa3aThk: CKaxkuTe MHe, BHl K€ He BCEPhE3 TOPOIUTE MX... 3aHATLCI «3TUM»? Eciu 4
CKaxy, 9YTO UCTOPHUS TOJIbKO HaYMHAEeTCs, MeHs He 00bI0T? *npsdeTcs* (Ho U CIUIIKOM ATUHHOU
OHa He Oy[eT, I7ie-TO THICAY TPUCTA-4ETHIPECTA 3HAKOB... ITa YaCTh MOXKET IT0Ka3aThCs
TS2KEJI0BaTOX, TO3TOMY 3aBTPa BBUJIOXKY €Il OHY IJIaBy.)

Baumanue! STOT epeBon, BO3MOXKHO, eIl€ He TOTOB.

Ero craTyc: ugéT nepeson
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