Hous mpomna 6e3 cHoBupeHuit. Ha crnenytoiee yTpo JIssH ChIuKS MMPOCHYJIICS yKe moce aeBsaTu. Cen
B KpOBaTHU ¥ HEKOTOPOE BpPeMS CMOTPEJI B IyCTOTY, 3aAyMaBILKCh, a IIOCJIe IOBEPHYJI TOJI0OBY U
mocMoTpent Ha [Jao E. BeuepoM 0H 3a0bIT 3aKPHITh IITOPHI, ¥ CEHYAC COJIHIIE SPKO CBETHIIO B
koMHaTy. KpoBats 1lao E cTosiyia y OKHa, U COJTHIIE CBETHUJIO eMy IIPSIMO B TU1l0. CBET OBIT CIIUIIKOM
apkuM. {ao E HaxMypusncs u, He OTKpbIBas I'Jla3, 0TBEPHYJICS OT OKHa B CTOPOHY JIgH Chuxks. JIgH
CrIuK3 Ha HECKOJIBKO CeKYHJ 3afiepzKasl B3TJIS[ Ha ero Juile, 3aTeM B3s1 TenedoH ¢ TyMOO4KU U
BKJIIOUUJI €T0.

Tenedon 3aBuOPUPOBaA Y HETO B PYKe — C yTPa IPUIILJIO HECKOJIBKO 1T03apaBiieHuii. HekoToprie
COOOILIeHNS IPUILIIN 0T KOHTAKTOB JIsTH ChIukK3, HO OBIJIA COOOIEeHNUs ¥ C HEU3BECTHHIX HOMEPOB.
JIsr Crryk9 OBITT OUeHb M3BECTEH B MY3BIKAJILHOM YUMJIMIIE — CaM OH MaJjlo C KeM 00IIacs, HO ero
3Hanu MHorue. OH BCTall C KPOBATH, HAaJEeB TAllOYKH, B35/ Tele(OH, HaxKasl KHOIIKY BbI30Ba U,
MOXKUIAsICh COeIMHEHUs, 3all€NT B BaHHYI0. [IpUKPHIB 3a co00¥ OBEpPDb, OH Ha4all pa3roBOp.

ComHiie 6bIT0 CTUITKOM SIPKUM. [laXke MOBEPHYBIIKUCH K OKHY criiHOM, 1]ao E yyBcTBOBas, 4TO B
KOMHATe CJIMIIKOM CcBeTI0. OH IPOCHYJICS, KOTHa TOBOPaYyMBaICs Ha APYroi 60K, BCE el XOTeln
CmaTh, HO 3aCHYTh CHOBA He IMOJIy4YUIOoChk. B monycHe oH ychbliitan, Kak JIsH CeYKa pa3roBapuBaeT
110 TeslepOHYy B BaHHOM. XOTS OH CTapaJiCs TOBOPUThH TUXO, Yepe3 OBEPhb BCE PABHO OBINIO CIILIIIHO, O
yeM OH 'OBODHUT.

— Cnacubo, 5 mo4TH 3a0blJT, YTO CETOMHS MO IeHb POXKAeHus... Huuero ocobeHHoro He 6yny
OoTMeYaTh, Kak 00bI4HO... Pyka? Bcé emé 6onut. Hudero, T XKe 3Haelllb, IPOIIJIO CTOJILKO BPEMEHH. ..
Kaxkoi TaM «Iy4Inui akTeép», 3TO MPOCTO CIyXH... OTINYHO, eC/iu coOMpaembCs, Iprue3xkail CKOpew,
BO3MOKHO, Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO [IHeH 5 yemy...

Tao E HakOHeIT OTKPHIJ I'/1a3a ¥ MOCMOTPEN Ha CKIaJKM Ha IPOCTHIHIX HAlIPOTUB. ['0/I0Ba
packasbBanack, Tpo3s B30pBaThLCS, CIIOBHO BHYTPHU OblJIa HE MO3T0Bas XKUAKOCTh, @ HUTPOTJIULIEPUH.
OH npuHSCcs coOupaTh BUepPallIHUi IeHb U3 OTPHIBOYHBIX KapPTUHOK. KaxeTcst, 0H pa30uil HECKOIbKO
CTaKaHOB: pemuB, uTo JIgH ChIuKS yexasn B AHbY9H, OH PE3KO BCKOYMUJI ¥ CMaxXHYJI CTaKaHBl CO CTOJIA.
[Totom, Bpoge, JIgH CrIUXK3 HEC €T0 Ha CIMHE, U BOJIOCH IeKoTanu ero auno. llao E notporain meky,
BCE elll€ OlIylas 9T0 MPUKOoCHOBeHue. [lamnbiie JIgH ChYKa IIUIAN ero 3a mEKY... Ju! MyxXunHy 3a
meku He muIuTioT! OH pe3Ko cell, codupasick mo3BaTh JIsH CHIYK9, TOYYBCTBOBAJ 60/Ib B HOTE U,
OTIyCTHUB B3TJIA, YBUAEN CUHSIK Ha KoJjieHe. B 3ToT MoMeHT JIgH ChIuXK3 3aKOHYMIJI Pa3roBOP U BHIIIET
13 BaHHOM.

— JIsu Coruxa, — Lao E nocmotpen Ha Hero. Bonockt JIgH Criuxkas He OBUIM COOpPaHbl B XBOCT U
nafajy Ha I1el0, OH BHITJIAEN HEMHOTO He TakK, KaK 00BIYHO.



— IIpocuyncs? — JIsa Ceryxka Opocu TenedoH Ha KPOBATh U TOCMOTPET Ha HETO.

Hao E moka3an Ha CMHSK Ha KOJIEHE U CIIPOCHUIT:

— THl 4TO, IOJIB3YACH MOEN OECTIOMOIIHOCTHI0, N30UIT MEHS?

JIsa CBIYK9 B3S5JT Pe3UHKY, COOPaT BOJIOCH U, B3TJISHYB HA HETO, PACCMESIICS:

— Ecnu Ow1 51 xoTen TebOst u30uTh, BChIMa Obl OT mymu? Thl BYepa TaKoe TBOPHJI, YTO Hafo OvlI0 Te0s
IIOKaJIeYuTh — Cy[ OBl MEHS OIIpaBall.

— Kak TrI MOT BOCITOTE30BaThCS Moei cnabocTrio! — [lao E ycTaBumics Ha Hero.

— TrI caM ygapuics KoneHKo 06 yHuTa3, korna Ovt B TyaneTe, — JIsH ChukK3 He cobupancs 6paTh
Ha ce0s BUHY, — U €Ié, KOTAa s HEC TeOs 10 JIECTHUIIE, Thl OCTYIIHJICS U YIIaJl.

— IIpaBga, uto nmu? — Llao E 6vin monon comHenuii. OH COBEPILIEHHO He TIOMHUI 3TUX MOAPOOHOCTEM
BUYEpAIIHero Bedepa.

— He nomuwumms? — JIsgH CeIUXKS 3aBsI3ajI BOJIOCHI, OITYCTHII PYKH U, HE COEPXKABIINCE, IIOOOPA3HUII
ero: — A 1o, 4TO0 4 oepKail TeOs BYEPa, YTOOBI THI IIOMHCAJl, Tl IIOMHMUIIIE?

— Yepr, — Lao E cen. — He moxeT OBITH!

— OT0 npaBfa. Xouellb Beph, X04ellb HeT, — JIgH ChIuXK3 BCTas U NOIIEN B BAHHYIO YMBEIBATHCS.

Hao E cumen Ha KpoOBaTH, BCE elI11€ MEITAsICh BCIOMHUTD, YTO OBIJIO BYEpa.



— Kaxercst, mericTBuTenbHO JIgH CHIYKI 3aTalllul MeHsI HaBePX, HO BOMIS, S Cpa3y ke PyXHYI Ha
KPOBaTh y ABEPHU... A Ha 3TOM KPOBaTHU 5 KaK OKa3ascsa? TOYHO: caM Clie3 U Mepenons... Y 3aueM s
nepemnon3? Kaxercs, uckan ciieHapui... CiieHapuii... Buepa g otman ero JIsa Ceraxs? [Toxoxe, ma,
HO T0YeMYy OH TOJIBKO YTO 110 Teed)OHY IOBOPHUI O BO3BpallleHU! B AHbYIH?

ao E cen u mocMoTpen Ha KpoBaTth JIsH Celuxka. ClleHapus TaM He OBIIIO.

— Heyxenu s He oTaan emy? IlepenyTan? — OH ITOBEPHYJICS U IIOCMOTPET Ha CBOIO MOAYIIKY, 3aTEM
IIOMHSII €€, HO HU4ero He Hauen. HakoHel OH yBUAEN ClieHapuy Ha IOy Y KPOBaTH, BUAUMO, OH
3afies1 ero PyKOH BO CHe. 3HAYUT, OH [eMCTBUTENIBHO BCE MepenyTai... [lymas, 94To OTHal, HO Ha
caMOM [iejie 3TOr0 He chesall.

— JlagHo, oTmaM eMmy einé pa3, — Llao E cne3 ¢ KpoBaTy, IOJHS ClieHapui u nogymai: «Ilo
teneony JIssH ChIUK3 FOBOPUJI, YTO CETONHS V HETO eHb poxkaeHusa? Torma aTo OyoeT Mol eMy
IIOJapoK Ha JeHb POXKOECHUSI».

JIsan ChIYK9 YMBIJICA U BhIIET U3 BaHHOMU. [{ao E, cuas Ha Kpalo KpoBaTH, MOATIEPEB MOgO00POIOK
PYKOH, 1103BaJ ero:

— JIgH ChIYXK?3, IOOOMUIN.

— Yo Takoe? — JIsgH CHIYK9 BRITEP KAIlJIM BOMH C ITOAO0OpOIKa.

— CeropHs y Te0s1 0eHb POXKOEHUS, fa?

— Jla, — HeOpexHO oTBeTHI JITH CHIYXKS.

— Kaxkwue mmann? — 3aropesncs Llao E gaBemHuM sHTy3na3MoM. — MoxKeT, Kyna-HuOyb. ..



— ...IIOMIEM XOPOIIIO0 MOeANM? — HAaCTOPOKEHHO 3aKOHYMI 3a Hero JIsiH Chruka. — ToIbKO He 3TO,
MOXKaJyucTa.

Hao E yneibuymncs emy. IToxmMesnbe OTCTYIMIIO, U OH CHOBa CTajl COO0M — XKHUBBIM BECENIBIM IOHOIIEH.

— HWpu cioma, — Llao E opHOM pyKo# cupsiTasn ClieHapyi 3a CUHY, a OPYyroi moMaHul ero K cebe. —
Y MeHs st Te6s Mogapox.

— Kaxoi nogapok? — JIgu CeIUXK3 YOUBIEHHO ITOCMOTPEN Ha Hero. — Korfa TH ycren ero
IIOITOTOBUTD?

— YBupuib, KOoraa MOJONAEb, — YKIIOHYMBO cKa3as Llao E.

JIsn Coryxks yneIOHYICS, 000IIEN KPOBaTh, MPUOIM3UICS U TOJMBKO Torfa yBunen y Lao E cieHapui,
KOTOPBIN TOT Opocun emy Buepa BeuepoM. JIssH CHIYKS Ha MrHOBeHUE 3acThll. OH ITOJyMall, 4To,
BEPOSITHO, 3HAeT, 4To OymeT manbire. OH IOTyMaJ, YTO OOJIKEH OCTAHOBUTHCS U CKa3aTh Llao E: «Tw
UCIEITEIBaEIb MOE caMoobiaganue. [laxke [yisi 611aropogHOTo YejloBeKa [iBa pasa YCTOSTh Ieper
UCKYIIEHUEM — 3TO CJIMLIKOM...»

Ho o= Bcé Xe OmoMmENn, 0CTaHOBWICS ITepe HUM U ONyCTHUII IJ1a3a. TENmoe COHIe BEICBETUIIO
KaIlITaHOBBEIYA OTTEHOK B Bojiocax 1lao E. JIssH Chuxka BUEI KPOIIeYHble MYIIHHKY Ha ero CBOO0IHOM
6enout pyTbonke. I'maza Ilao E cusnu, yroaku 4yTh 3arubainuch BBEPX, U B SCHHIX 3payKax
oTpaxasnoch nuuo JIsa Ceruxs. 1lao E npotsauyn JIsa Celuxks clieHapul, IOCMOTpeI Ha HEer0 CHU3Y
BBEpX:

— C guém poxmenus! Bot, mepxku. XKernaro Tebe cTaTh KHHO3BE3IOM.

JIsan ChIYK9 B3SJI ClIeHapHUH, OIyCTHUII T'J1a3a U JOJIro, He Mopras, CMOTpell Ha 00/10kKy. OH Kak
HUKTO ITIOHKMMaJI Ba2KHOCTh 3TOT0 CLieHapus: €CJIM XOPOLIO U3YUYUTh €r0, MOKHO BEIIEJIUTHCS Ha
npobax. 3HauuT, [lao E gaét emy maHc.



— Hpasutcs? — Ilao E Habmioman 3a ero peakiuen. — [logyeMy Thl TaKOM HeCYaCTHBIN?..

JIsa CBIYK9 OYHYJICS, MOPTHYJI U TIEPEBEN B3TJISAL CO clieHapus Ha nuto Llao E.

— He Bo3Bpamaiicst B Anb4YsH, — L{ao E ynrei0asick, Hadan ero yropapuBath: — OCTaHbCA U
IIOBECETTUChH CO MHOM ellé HECKOIBKO JTHEM, XOPOIIo?

— IToueMy THI 0THan MHe 3T0? — JIgH CBIYXK3 IPUCTAIbBHO CMOTPEII €My B IJla3a, IBITasiCh
00HapyXKUTh XOTb MajelIInii HaMEK Ha XaJloCThb.

— 9-3... — ITao E HakJIOHUJI TOJIOBY B pa3gyMbsX U Befal: — [lyMalo, TH 00pafyembes, ITOIyIuB ero.

«MoJoo¥ TOCIIOAKH, TH BOOOIIE TOHUMAEIIh, YTO 3HAYHUT 3TOT CIeHAPU?» — B3OOXHYN JISH
Crruxk9 1mpo ceost.

He cBops rnas ¢ Lao E, o npucen nepen HUM Ha KOPTOYKH, OIEPCS Ha KOIEeHO H, B3sB Llao E 3a
PYKY, pa3BepHYII ero nafgoHb K cebe. OH BLIPOBHSJI CIIeHApUi U IIOJIOXKUJI ero B afoHb Llao E, 3aTem
IIOCMOTPEJI eMy B I'la3a ¥ THUXO, IOYTHU TOPKECTBEHHO CKa3all:

— Cmacu60, HO... — OH HEMHOTI'0 TIOMEJINJI, IPeXae YeM MPoHoKuTh. OUeHb TUXO0, CJIOBHO 00SICh
HapYIIXATh HE?KHOCTh MOMEHTA, OH ITPOU3HEC:

— 9T0 TBOE. XpaHH €ro, XOPOIIIo?

W cBOIO HAaUBHOCTh TOXKE, HE TePSH ee.

ABTODPY €CTh UTO CKa3aTh: 3TOT QUISIIOEK 3aKOHYEH, CIIeyIOLIasi I'IaBa IePeHeCceT HaC BO B3POCIIYIO
JKH3Hb TePOEB.



BuuMaHnue! 3TOT mepeBon, BO3MOXKHO, €II€ HE TOTOB.

Ero crartyc: ugeT mnepeBop
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