Tpoe BBHICOKMX KPEMKUX MYKUKH, YbH JIUIIA 10 TJIa3a ObITA 3aKPHITH IIOBI3KaMH, CTPEMUTEIHHO
HECJIUCH, TIEPENPHITUBas 110 KaMHSM 3a IOHBIM ITapPHUILIKOM JIeT BoceMHaAuaT. Ero Bo3pact OvLI0
CJI0KHO OIpenenuTh 0ojiee TOYHO. B3moxMayeHHbIEe TEMHBIE BOJIOCH OBLIM DAaBHO HEe CTPUIKEHEI, JIUIIO
TIOKPHIBAJIA PA3BOMBL I'PSI3U ¥ KPOBH. TOJIBKO SIDKKE CHHUE TJla3a TOPEJIH OTHEM Ha ITEPEKOIIEeHHOM OT
ctpaxa nuie. OH 6exa, He pa3dupas JOPOTH, IHITAACh CIACTA EAUHCTBEHHOE, YTO Y HET'O 0CTAJIOCh.
Ero co0CTBEHHYIO KM3Hb.

3a 9Ty caMyi0 CBOIO KOPOTKYIO XXKM3Hb OH YCIIEJ IIEPEKUTh BHE3AMHYIO THOEh OTI[a, U3THAHUE U3
CEeMbH, TIOCTOSTHHOE OeTCTBO ¥ CMEPTh MaTepH. Tenmeps XoTenu youTh ero camoro. OH HeHaBUAET
ce0s1 3a c1abocTh, 3a HECITOCOOHOCTD AATh OTIOP. 3a TO, YTO HE OIpaBHall HafleXKl MaTepu, He CMOT
3a Heé oToMcTHTh. OH Oezxkan BIepe[, HaflesiCh CKPHIThCS OT IpeciiefoBaTesnei. OH BCE XKe He XOTell
CMaBaThCs, HE XOTeJI MUPUTHCS C TEM, UTO eT0 KU3Hb OJIXKHA 3aKOHYUTHCS 110 YhEH-TO YyXKOU BOJIE.
XOTs... OH IPEKpPacHO 3HaJI, Ybsl BOJISI CTOSIIa 3a MPUKa30M. M OH 3HaJ, K KaKOMY POy
IPUHAAJIeXKaJU ero mpecaenoBaTenu. K ero coOCTBEeHHOMY POy, TOUHeE, yKe OBIBIIIEMY POLY.

OuepenHas aBTOMaTHAas Ouepenb MPOIUIa CIUIIKOM 61u3K0. ToHKas xymas GUrypKa METHYach B
CTOPOHY, YXOfs C TUHUU OTHs. [IpecmeqoBaTeny He TPUMEHSIM Oap, He XKeJast OCTaB/IATh ClIemoB. [a
¥ 3a4eM, ecliy OJIsl yOUiCTBa HeMHUIMHPOBAHHOTO MTAaPHS XBAaTUT U MPOCTHIX Myab? OH HUKTO.
[Tocnemuu TpPenCcTaBUTE b HeXKETAHHOW HUTH, KOTOPYIO CJIe0BaJio faBHO 000pBaTh. Tak myManu He
BCe, HO KTO MMeJI IOCTAaTOYHO CMEJIOCTH IIOCIIOPUTDh C TEMHU, KOMY ITpUHALIexkasa BlacTs? Majo KTo.
[TapHuIKa BCE 9TO MOHKUMAJI, 671aro MaTh CyMeJjia Pa3jIoKUTh BCE 10 IIOJI0YKAM, ITOKA OHU
HaXOOWINCh B Oerax. Ho... X BCE XKe HAIIJH.

HeoxXumaHHO 0] HOTAMK BO3HMKJIA ITyCTOTA, 3aCTAaBUB 3aTOPMO3UTh U OTIIATHYTHCS.
CTpeMuTenbHEIN Ger TPUBET K CaMOMY Kpalo CKallbl, Tie BHU3Y OyuieBany Bogbl Cpeau3eMHOr0
Mops. FOHOIIA 3aCThHUI, MOHUMAs, YTO OIKUOCS ¥ CBEPHYII He Tyaa. [IpriraTh oTcioma 66110 onacHo. OH
MOT Pa30uThCs 0 KaMHU. OH OTJITHYJICS H... BCTPETHUJICS C TPEMS IapaMy XOJIOMHBIX PaBHOMYIIIHBIX
rna3. ['na3 yucTumbuKoB pofa. [Iyia KOPOTKUX IT0JIyaBTOMaTOB CMOTPEJH B €r0 CTOPOHEL CTpax
TIOYTH HAKPHII MapHs ¢ rojioBoii. Cepmile OeIleHo CTy4aso B TPYOH, CJIOBHO XOTEJIO Pa30pBaTh €€ u
yIeTeTh MOAabIIe OT CMEPTEIbHOM OMAaCHOCTH.

— Otpaut apTedakT, — IPOM3HEC I'JIaBHBIM M3 TPOUIIEI, CJIeTKa ITOBeAs OyJIoM. — Toraa Tl YMPEIIh
OBICTPO.

— CTepBSTHUKHY, — BBIIIOHYJ CJIOBO ITAPHUIIKA, Aejlasd MaJleHbKUH 1Iar K Kpalo.
— Tebe BrIOupaTh. COeXKaTh HE MONYYUTCS, a apTedakT BCE paBHO OymeT y HaC.
— Ila mycTb MeHS JIy4ille peIOBl COXPYT!

— JloBu ero!

BopgsiHas mieTh BhIETENa U3 PYKHM OOHOTO M3 IIPecieoBaTeNel, IbTasCh CIeIeHaTh Oerela.
OpHako Tu6KO0e TeJo B3JIEeTeJI0 B BePX, OTTOJIKHYBIIKUCH OT CKaJjibl. M3sIIHOE canbTo Ha3am u...
cBobopHOe MafeHue. JIoell He ycmenl. Peakius mapHs, IOACTETHYTAs afipeHaTnHOM, OKa3anach
6omnee OBICTPOM, YEM aTaKa y2Ke HEMHOT'O pacciabuBIIerocs IpeciefioBaTesi, KOTOPEIA CUUTA, YTO
ux 1eu He yiuTu. OOHAKO CMEPTH TOXKEe MOXKHO BHIOpaTh. Hy>KHO Bcero nuinb HaOpaThCs CMETOCTH.
[Tagast ¢ BEICOTRI, OH YCIIBIIIAT PYTaHb ¥ 3BYKM TPACCUPYOUINX oyepenei. Ha ero rybax mosiBumach
ynbI0Ka, KOTHOa TeJ0 CKPBIJIOCH B BOJTHAX.

OH BrIOpasn. JIy4le Tak, 4eM IMO3BOJIUThH BEIUTPATh TEM, KTO YHUYTOXKHUII €T'0 CEMbI0. YKe
TIOTPY2KasiCh B IIyO0KKe OYIIyIONe BOMbI, TAPEeHb BUEMUIICS TabllaMy B AIUHHYIO cepeOpsiHyio
CEPBIY C IPKUM KaMHEM, II0X0XKHUM Ha SHTaph, UTO Obl7Ia IPOAEeTa B MOUKY ero IpaBoro yxa. OObYHO



OHa OblNTa TPUKPBITA OJIMHHEIMU BOJIOCAMU. ITO ObINIa PEIUKBUS pPoMa, KOTOPYIO KOTOa-TO BOIIPEKHU
BOJI€ TJIaBhl, OTEIl ofapuil ero 6epeMeHHOM MaTepu. Y oHa, yxons, 3abpaia e€ ¢ coboit. CTpaHHBIN
aptedakT, KOTOPHIM caM OMPENENIsiyi CBOero HocuTens. Tak fyManau MHOTHe, HO HUKTO TOYHO He 3Hall
II04eMy, KpOMe IPEeBHUX ceMeil. A OHU XPaHWUIIM CBOU TaWHBL. JTOT apTedakT ObI CUMBOJIOM TEX, B
KOM TeKJla KPOBb aTaJlaHILIEB.

s ogHUX XKUTeNel 3eMIM aTalaHIbl ObUIN IpUIlenbliaMi. [I71s1 APYTUX Ke IpegKaMu, XKUBIIMMU Ha
IJlaHeTe MHOTO THICSY JIeT Ha3afl. TeMu, KTo MPHUIIEN u3faneKka U MIPUHEC 3HAHUSA B MUP OUKHX TOTTa
ele ofel. ATanaHIls, KOTOPHIX JIIOAX NTPO3BaJiyd aTlaHTaMU, CTally JiereHmon. KTo-To cuuTan ux
6oramu, KTO-TO CBEpX/IIOAbMHU. HUKTO He 3Han UCTUHEI, TTI0Ka 60Jiee IBYXCOT JIET HA3a[ UX Kopabnu
He MOsIBUIUCH Ha opbuTte 3emnu. Ho mepeq aTuM caMa ATilaHTHIA BOCCTala U3 BOJ, ITOJI0KUB Havasio
Benuko# Katactpode. CHoBa.

Ho Bcs 3Ta ucropuyeckas Ienyxa He Oblla H”HTEPECHA MTapHIO, TEJI0 KOTOPOT'0 OMyCKasoCh Ha [HO.
OH Bcé xKe moiiMar nysio B rpynb. OH He pa30yauit gap B CBOei KpOBH U He OBJIafesl pereHepanyei.
OH Tak xoTes OLITH CBOOOMHEIM, HO CBOOOLA OKa3asiach TaKOM HemoCTUXUMOH. Ecniu uenosex ciab,
OH He OyneT TeM, KTO IIOOHUMETCS Ha BepuInHy mMupa. [Tocie Benukoi KatacTpodrl, 0T KOTOpO
HayaJioCh HOBOE JIETOUCUYUCIIeHNe, Ye10BeueCcTBO CcTaso ApyruM. OHO [EHUIIO yM, TaJlaHTH U... CUILY.
OcobenHo GeccrniopHyto cuiy. Ho... ero aTo yxe He KacajocCh.

Teno Msarko omycTunoch Ha gHO. KpoBb OKpaliBaia BOAy, BEIOEASCh U3 paHbl. Ha fHe OBII0 TUXO U
CIIOKOMHO, BeTep T'OHSJI BOJIHEL TOJIBKO HaBepxXy. CKBO3b IPO3PayuHYI0 TOJIIY BOOH BUTHEIOCH HEDO.
YneiOKa B OCTeqHUHE pa3 CKOJIb3HYJIAa 10 ry0aM, BEITyCcKasi OC/ieHUE My3bIpbKY Bo3ayxa. OH
ornyctun cebs. OH... yIIEN.

fdHTapHOrO IBETA KalJIeBUAHBEIA KaMeHb B CepbIe BAPYT Hadal PUTMUYHO IIy/IbCUPOBaTh. HUKTO HE
MOT YBUMETh, KaK CKBO3b Pa30pBaHHYI0 GyTOONKY CTau MPOCTYIIaTh OYePTaHUS 30JI0TUCTOM YeIyH.
Osa pacrmonsanach 110 Tely, TO IPOSIBIASCEH, TO BHOBb HCUe3as. PaHa OT Iyiu, YTO IPOH3UJIA TPYAb,
CTajla 3apacTaTh C HEMBICIUMOU CKOPOCTHIO. [ITMHHBIE TYCThIE PECHUIIL 3aTPeneTan u
pacmaxHyIuch, OTKPBIBas IOTPSCEHHBIN CUHUM B3, CUHUM, KaK BOJbI OKeaHa. Teo BEITHYJIOCH
nyroi. Yepe3 MUr napeHb BCTAJl Ha HOTH, OTJISIAENICS. B ero CIioKoiMHOM B3rsifge 00mblie He OBIT0
cTpaxa. [laxke caMO yAUBIIEHNE OTOLIIO Ha APYTOU IJlaH, YCTYIIUB MECTO COCPenoTOYeHHOCTU. OH
TIOJIHSIJT TOJIOBY BBEPX, IIPUKPHLI I'1a3a. I[IoToM Ha ero rybax mosiBuiIach HaxajibHas ycMelka. OH
IIOMHSI PYKY, OTTOIIBIPUII CPENHUM Tajiel] U... OTTOJIKHYJICS OT OHa, YCTPEMIISISICh B CTOPOHY.

FOno1a yyBcTBOBas cebs Mo BOOM, KaK B pogHoii cTuxuu. OH caM Ka3aJiCsl eCTeCTBEHHBIM
obuTaTeneM MOPCKUX rny6uH. LIBeTHEIE PBIOKHM IITapaXaluCh OT MIPOHOCSIIENCS MUMO QUTYPHI Tak,
CJIOBHO BU[EJY Ieper co00i XUITHKUKA. 30JI0TUCTAs Yelnys 3aluinana Teno. CTpaHHOe U yXKe
non3a0bITOe YYBCTBO MOJIHOM CBOOOMEL. XOTS... €ro Bceraa OblsI0 TPYOHO yaepXKaTh.

Y@anmuBIIKCH MOCTATOYHO AAJIEKO OT MeCTa MajeHus, J0HOIIA BCIUIBII B HeOO IbIIoHN 3aBogu. OH
npubIN3uICS K Oepery U ycTaio IIPUJIET Ha CIIMHY, 3aKpHIB I'Ta3a. Ha camMoMm fene ero
paccnabieHHOCTh Oblsla MUIID KaxkyInencs. OH BCE elé OB B IIOKe, B TOJIOBE Iapuil cymoyp. OH
PEIIIT HEMHOTO TI0JIeZKaTh ¥ MOAyMaTh. BeTEpOK JIeTOHBKO JTaCKaJl JIUII0, TIOACYIIUBAT BOJIOCH U
corpesas Koxy. Yelys cTajna mporafaTh, MOBUHYSCH Boje X03suHa. KOHoIa Tak riry6oko
TIOTPY3UJICS B Ce0sI, YTO JIBTKOMBICJIEHHO ITPOIYCTHII MpubIuKeHue yyxkaka. Korma 3a ero cepery
IOEPHYIH, OH PE3KO paclaxHyJ CHHUE TJIa3a, YCIIeI CXBAaTUTh HATJI0T0 BOPHUIIKY 3a KPEIKoe
3aMmscThe.

— TrI KTO?

- 3-3axapuii, — Ha4aB C MMePenyry 3aukKaThCs, OTBETHII BOP.



— W 4To THI, 3axapuii, BOSHAMEPUIICS JenaTh?

- 4 p-mymar Tl 3TO... IOMep.

— A-a... briBaeT. Cnyiraii mapeHsb, a MBI Ije ceildac?
— A TH pa3Be He 3HAEIIb?

Kpenkuii mapHUINKa, TOX0XKKM Ha prl0aka, KOTOPHIX BCerya OblIo MHOTO Ha rmobepexkbe
Cpenu3eMHOr0o MOpsi, 103a0kIB IIPO CTPax, C YAUBIEHUEM BO33pHUJICS Ha HefloyTomaeHHKa. OH
IIPUKYCHUJT HUXKHIOIO TY0y, KNIsgHS ce0s 3a HeclepKaHHOCTh. OH BUAEN, KaK 9TOT0 TEMHOBOJIOCOTO
rHanu K 6epery. Bupen, Kkak B Hero cTpensiniu. Mosmomgo# pribak npsiTaacs B CKanax, He XKefas
TIOTTacThCS Ha rya3a. borateie He MIOOMIM OCTaBIATh CBUAETENEeH CBOuX Pa3bopok. OH TUXOHBKO
yOpaJics ofiasiblile, COBEPIIEHHO He 0XKUMas YBULETh TEJI0O TOT0 CaMoro napHs Ha Gepery. breck
CephI'¥l IPUBIEK BHUMaHKe. 2KejlaHue IPUHECTH B IOM UTO-TO, YTO ITIO3BOJIUT BEUIE3TH XOTh HEMHOTO
M3 JOJNIrOB, 3aTyMaHMUI0 pa3yM. M BoT pe3ynbTat. Ero 3ansictbe B KPenKou XBaTKe HE3HAKOMIIA.

— MEHIL... MH HeJaJeKo OT ropofa BameTTsl.
- Banerra... Banerra... 9To Manbsruiickas Pecmybmuka?
- Hy... ma.

- He Tak yx manmeko, — mpo60pMOTall TEMHOBOJIOCHH I0HOIIIA, JIETKO MTOJHUMAsICh Ha HOTH. OH
OTIYCTHII CBOET0 IJIEHHUKA, KOTOPBIH II0YEeMY-TO yIupaTh He crenruil. OKUHYB er0 BHUMATeTbHEIM
B3TJISIIOM, TTaPEHb IPOTSHY PYKY B IPUBETCTBEHHOM XKecTe: — [laMuaH.

— A? Ara. Tul 9T0... IpocTu. {1 He Hapo4yHO. beckl nomyTanu.

— C genbramu Tyro? — [laMuaH OKMHYJ B3TJISIIOM BHUMAaTEIbHBIX CHHUX T'JIa3 HOBOJIHO IMTOTPENAHHbIE
mTaHs 1 QyTOONKY mapHs. ['0710By MOKphIBala [aBHO BEITOPEBIIAs Ha COJIHIlE KOTIa-TO KpacHas
KOCBIHKA.

- Ilaxxe ciopuTh He Oyny, — B3MOXHY 3axapuil. — A THl OTKyZa TaKON MHTEPECHBIN?

- U3panexka, — ycMexHyncs [lamuaH. — [IputoTulns Ha BpeMsi? B HOAry He 0CTaHYyCh.

- Pockomu He ofelraio, HO TOIOOHEIM He Oymemb. [IpaBaa, ema nmpoctas. Bce emne xogemrs?
— MeHns ycTpauBaer.

— Torga maBa¥y 3a MHO.

IIBO€ MOJIOIBIX MMapHeR OBICTPO MOTHSIIKCE 10 U3BUIMCTOM TPOIHMHKE HaBePX M CKPBIIACH BIAJIH.
CoJHIle TIO-TTPEXKHEMY STPKO CBETHUIIO, BOJIHEI Becelo 6umuck o 6eper. Ho... MUp yKe M3MEHUIICS, XOTS
caM 00 3TOM eIllé He 3HaJl.
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