Bbun HOii m€nkan THIKBEHHBIE CEMEYKHY U HaOII0fan 3a IpeficTaBlieHreM. JTO OBIIO JIyYIlle, YEM B
nupke. A-Baii, 6eccriopHo, uaMmenuics. CTan He TOJIBKO KPACUBHIM [I0 OPOKHU B KOJIEHSIX MYKUYUHOM C
SIPKOY Xapu3MOW U aypo¥ Teposi, HO U CTajl SBHO HaMHOTO cunbHee. Ecnu bun KO He ommbancs, To
€ro paHr ObLJI TOYTH TAaKUM XKe, Kak y Jlanb [[3sHa. Hy, unu 6bi1 o4eHb 61130K K 9ToMy. FOHOIIIa
TOJIBKO B3[IOXHYJ. KOHEYHO, eMy X0TeJIoCh OHl, II0IIaB B MOIYISPHYI0 KHUTY, CpPa3y CTaTh TEM, KTO
BCcex HarHeT. CaMbIM KPaCUBLIM MYKYKWHOM, CAMBIM YMHBIM ¥ OTBa’KHBIM '€POEM, CAMBIM... CAMBIM...
cambIM... Ho oH 0511, KeM Obu1. CaMBIM OOJIBIINM HEYIaYHUKOM B HOBeJIIe. A Kak elllé Ha3BaTh TOTO,
KTO UMeJl TeHbl U IIOTEeHLIMANl He XyXKe, 4YeM y IJIaBHOT'0 I'eposi, @ B UTOTe 0Ka3aJICs IMyLIeYHBIM MSICOM,
Ka3HEHHBIM COOCTBEHHBIM CTaplIuM 6paToM 3a ¢asbliuBoe IpecTyieHrue? ToNbKo HeynauyHUKOM!

Bun FO# BHUMaTeIbHO HAOMI0HalT 3a CTaphbiM 3HAKOMHBIM. A-Bait uamenuscs. a... Ho uamenusncs o
He TOJIbKO BHEIlIHe. B 3TOM paHee ypaBHOBEIIIEHHOM IIapHE CJIOBHO OYPIINII BYJIKaH, KOTOPHIM BOT-BOT
IoJKeH OB B37I0OMaTh KOPY ¥ BEIPBAThHCSA HAPYXKy HEMCTOBHIM ITIOTOMKOM JIaBhl. ITO GHIJIO COBCEM
HEeT0X0Xke Ha ImpexHero A-Basi, KOTOPEIY HECMOTPS Ha HEKOTOPYIO HETEPIIENIUBOCTD, BCE XKe yMel
CIOepXUBaTh CBOU MOPHIBH. ITOT Ke A-Boii HOCUIICS BOKPYT OTPOMHOI0 XUIIHUKA Tak, CI0BHO BOJIK
OBLT eMy OOJIZKEH THICSUY 30JI0THIX MOHET U He XKeJlal oToaBaThk. Hy, umu ykpan y A-Bas 4To-To
BeChMa [OpPOTOe U He XkKeJlal mpu3HaBaThCs. bun IO maxe moyyBCTBOBAN B Aylle HEOOJIBIITYIO
JKaJIOCTh K XUIIHUKY, KOTOPOMY He IT0BE3JI0 BCTPETUTh TAKOT0 IPOTUBHUKA. B BO3Ayxe OTYETIUBO
YYBCTBOBAJICS 3allaX He TOIHKO KPOBH, HO U TaJIEHOM IepcTu. ATaku A-Bas Bcé Ke CMOTn
nepebopOTh 3alIUTY BOJIKA U Tellephb OeHsATa IOTUXOHBKY CTajl IOJKapuBaThCs.

Yepes monyaca OTPOMHBIN 3BePb PYXHYJI HA BCe YeTHIpe j1ankl. Ero 4€pHO-KpacHEIM XBOCT OECCUIBHO
nexkain Ha 3emiie. A-Bali, HakoHell, TepecTaB I'POMKO PyTaThCs, IOJOLIEN K TI0BEPKEHHOMY
IPOTUBHUKY U ITOYTH He TJIAAS BOTKHYJ €My B TOJI0BY TOHKWU Med, Takou 3HaKoMbIl bun FOio mo
IIPOIJION BCTPeEUe.

- ToncTsk, Kak Tebe mpencTaBnenue? 3abaBHo ObI0? — A-Bait BOPYT MOBEPHYJICS TOYHO B TY
CTOPOHY, T'ie BOJIbI'OTHO PACIIOJIOXKMUIICSI HEXKOaHHBIU 3PUTENIb U TPOMKO CIIPOCUII C HOTKaMU
pa3ppaxeHus B rojoce. bun FOu gaxe B3OporHyn ot ucnyra. Heyxkenu 9TOT rops4Yuid THI BCE €Il
OBLT B IIJTOXOM HaCTPOeHuu?!

— OX, MHe XkaJb OelHyI0 3BepPYIIKY. 3aueM Tak Myuui ero? Tel ke HeGecHBIN Mapimas, — YCMeXHYJICS
Bun 0¥, npomonkas mENKaTh CEMEeUKHU, — JOJIKeH OBITh BeJIMKOAYIIHEIM K TOMY, KTO ciabee!

— OTOT 3Bepiora ObUI PEBHUM KakK Moy fen! M moyTy paBHEIM MHE II0 CUJIe, — BO3MYIIEHHO QBIPKHYII
MOJIOOM My2KUYMHA U B iBa LIara okasasucs npsamo nepen bun FOem. — Trl KTO Takou?

— 47 TIpoxoxwuii. MuMO II€71, ASTOOEl COOMpar.
— U roe tBOM sSromnI?

- XM-M. A 4T0, ecTb xouemns? Ecnu ronomeH, cam cobepu! A HeT, BOT y TeOs 3a CIIMHON OTIMYHO
IIPOKapeHHBIN KpaCHbIHM BoNK! Thl Tako# 6e30TBeTCTBeHHBIM! [axke HMIKYPY BCIO UCIIOPTHUIT!

— Mot Tpodeit. YTo X049y, TO 1 genaio. A MSICO 9TOU CBOJIOYHU flaXKe €CTh HEBO3MOXKHO, — Ha YyTh
IIOJIHOBATHIX I'y0ax A-Bas mosiBuiack mpe3puTenbHas KpuBas yibiOKa. [Ia, MsCO KpaCHBIX cabne3y0nix
BOJIKOB B ITUIIY HE TOOUIIOCH. YTOOH CHECTD €TI0, HYZKHO OBIIT0 OBITH KpaiiHe TONOMHBIM. 10 BKyCy OHO
HAMTOMUHAJIO MTO/IOLIBY.

— A 4ero Mo070¥ TOCTIONUH U3 CEKTH «JleMOHHYEeCKUX OTHel» TakK B3beJsicsl Ha 6emHoro Bojka? OH y
Tebs1 M00MMOro KOHS COXpan?

— OH MHe popory nepeién. M Boobiie 9T0 He TBOE fesio, — A-Baii c/I0XKUI KpenKue pyKU Ha TPYAU U



BOIIPOCUTEIbHO-3ayMYHBO YCTABUJICS Ha TOJICTSKA, TPOAOJIXKABIIETO Mepel HUM HeBO3MYTUMO
IIEIKaTh THIKBEHHBIE ceMeuKu. KaxkeTcs, OH ero BoBce He omacascs. — Tak Kak Tebsi 30ByT, IIyXJioe
HeJopa3yMeHue U3 CEeKTH «JIa3ypHBIX HEOec»?

- 41... Usns buH, a He HegopasyMenue. ['ynsio TyT. 9 yxke ropopui tebe, TH IIIyXou? 3T
HeuTpasibHas 3eMJId.

— XM™... TonbKO [ypak Ipu TBOEM paHTre OYOET 3[ech ryNsaTh, — HA3UOATENIbHO KUBHYJI T'OJIOBOM B
CTOPOHY [IOXJIOTO XUIIHKKa A-Baii, HaMeKas Ha cnabocTh TONCTSIKa. — [IoueMy Obl Tebe He BEPHYThHCSA
K ce0e B [OJIMHY, TTIOKA Ha TBOE IYXJIOe TeJlblle He HAIIENICs KaKou-HuOyah rypMaH?

- He Mmory, — HeOpexHo noxai mnedyamu bun FO#. OH gorpei3 nmocneguue ceMeuku. OTPSAXHYIT PYKU
¥ BCTaJI, HaMepeBasiCh MPOMOIKHUTh CBOM IMyTh. OH, KOHEYHO, OBITI IOTPSICEH HOBOM U CTOJIb
HEOXKHUIAaHHOU BCTPEUEH C 3TUM MTapHeM, HO V¥ HEro NeNCTBUTENbHO OBUIM CBOM IUTaHHL. ECu OH TOT, 0
KoM myMan bun FO#, To mmaHC BCTPETUTHCS V HUX elré OymeT. — Y MeHS elll€ ecTh Aefa. Hamerocs,
KOTTIa MOJIOMOM I'OCIIOOUH BHOBL BCTPETUTHCS HAa MOEM ITYTH, TO S YBUXKY HeUdTO 00Jiee TrepondeckKoe,
yeM u3buenne 6eIHOTO BoiKa. 51 yiy epBEIM.

— Bot Harmen, — npoBopyan A-Baii, moTupasi AByMs IajbllaMi MOYKY yxa. U BOT aTa MaHepa Oblia
HACTOJIBKO 3HaKOMOM, 4TO buH KOl HeBOIBHO YXMBUIBHYIICS. B 4€M-TO 9TOT IapeHb 0CTalICs
IPEXHUM.

bun KO nerkou moxogkKou HalpaBUJICSA K TOMY MECTY, I'le Ha KapTe HauKWHallach 3BEpUHAs Tpoma K
camoi BepirHe [1nka PaBHOBecus. Kak yrmoMuHanoch paHee, JoasM OBITIO KpaitHe TPYOHO Tyda
nonacThk. U gaxe TakOMy MOTYIIEeCTBEHHOMY COBepIIeHCTBYyoleMy, Kak Jlans Cio bo. KTo-To ckazan
ObI, 4TO, UCIIOIBL3YS TOT XKe LUHTYH, JOIPHITaTh 40 BePIIKHH He mpobiaeMa. Ho... YeM BEilIE B ropy,
TeM OBIJI0O MEHBIIE NePEBhEB, 10 BEPXYIIKAM KOTOPHIX MOXKHO IIE€PeIBUTATLCS, MUHYS OAaCHBIX
JKMBOTHBIX. M1 TeM Kpydye U3Tubbl M CKJIOHBI, YTOOEI 0€30TIaCHO Ha HUX ITPU3EMIISITHCS.

IIa u GeIOKPHIIBIE 37TaTOrIa3ble KOPIIYHE UJTH Te XK€ THTAaHTCKKUe XO0XJIaThie 3Mee-0pJIbl TaK IMPOCTO
Ha CBOI0 TEPPUTOPHUIO He IyCTAT. M IIpo 3Mel cMesibuakaM, OCMENUBIIMMCS TOTHATHCS Ha [Tk
PaBHOBecus, He CTOUT 3a0kIBaTh. Begb Kak pa3 3[ech HaXOOUTCS apeaa 00UTaHUS TOPHOTO
OTHEHHOTO IIMTOHA, KPENKYIo OfleXKAY M3 Ybel KOXKHU TakK JII0OUT HOCUTHL A-Baii. A caMblii MaleHbKUN
Y MOJIO[OM OTHEHHBIH MUTOH MOXKET HOCTUTATh MSATH METPOB B AJIMHY, YTO TOBOPUTD YK O KPYITHBIX
0co0sX. ATH MOTYT OOPACTH [0 IMSITHAAIATU-ABAALIaT! METPOB U JIETKO IIPOTJIATHIBAIOT IIAPOYKy
OJIeHEM, eCJIU CJIUIITKOM T'OJIOTHHI.

I'maBa cextrl Jlanb Cio bo HU B KoeM pase He mocnan 6vl ToncTska bun KOs Ha HEMUHYEMYIO CMEPTh.
KapTa B ero kapMaHe roBopuja 0 TOM, YTO [0 OIpefieIEHHOM BEICOTH [TuKa PaBHOBECHST MOXKHO
mpoOpaThCsi, eciiu OBITh 0YEHb OCTOPOXKHBIM M OCMOTPUTENbHEIM. CTapeimrHa Jlanb YKy, KOTOpOMY
KTO-TO, CKOpee Bcero 03aboyeHHHIN 0e301macHOCThI0 Mitaaiiero 6paTa Jlans 1[3sH, mpobosnTancs o
yTeLIeCTBAU I0HOIIY, ITIepefa IapoyKy CIelrabHEIX CPEACTB, KOTOPBIE MOTJIA IOMOYb B IIyTHU. ITO
C DECSITOK ITeYaTel, C IIOMOIIbI0 KOTOPHIX MOXKHO Ha HEKOTOPOE BPEMS CKPHITH CBOE IIPUCYTCTBHUE,
CTaB HEBUIUMHEIM. He B ITOJTHOM CMEICTIE, CKOpee 3T OyMaxKHbie IedaTy 001agand CBOMCTBOM
HEeKOTOPOU WJUI3UU UK 0TBOZA I'Jias3.

Tak ke crapeimuHa Jlanb YKy nepepnan B He60bIIoN HeGPUTOBOM 6aHOYKe Ma3b, KOTOpPas MOIJia
CKDBITH 3allaX ¥ OTBAJUTh XUIIHUKOB, MaXKe TaKUX OMaCHBIX, KaK CepeOprCTO-CHEKHbIM TOPHBIN
upbuc. 3To OBUT KPYIIHBIN OTaCHBIM ¥ 6€3YMHO KPAaCUBBIM XUIIHUK C KOPOHOU U3 JIEISTHBIX
KPUCTAJIJIOB Ha rojioBe. EIl€ Ha KOHYMKEe ero TOJICTOTO IIYIIMCTOTO XBOCTa Oblja ocTpas IIuKa U3
nefgsgHoro Kpucranna. bun KO0 ¢ ogHO CTOPOHE 0YeHBb XOTEJIOCh YBUAETH 3Ty OTPOMHYIO KOIIKY, HO
C OPYTroy OH IpPeKpacHO IOHUMAJI, YTO He CMOXKeT B OOUHOUYKY C Hel crpaBuThcs. Tak uTo Bun IO



OBLT B OTHOCUTEIIbHOM 6e30macHoCTH, a riaBa Jlans Cio Bo mopman eMy HEIIPOU3BOILHO HAMEKIY, YTO
HeKast 00THHS BCE XKe MOMOXKeT eMy mo6paThCst K BepiuruHe. K ToMy ke, TaM eCTh €€ OIpPeBHUM XpaM C
anTapeM.

Bun 01 HeBO3MyTHUMO NIPOAOJIXKUII CBOU IIyTh, COEJIaB BUM, YTO €My COBEPILEHHO He UHTepeceH A-
Bau. EMy CTOMI0 OTPOMHBIX YCUJIUY He IIOBEPHYTH I'0JIOBY U HE IIOCMOTPETh, Ky[a HAllpaBUJICA 3TOT
napeHs. YeCcTHO cKa3aTh, cepate bun FOs gporayno. OH yKe [IOBOJILHO AaBHO ObLT OMUHOK. [Tocre
nogyioro npepartenscTBa Cy JInHa OH 00bllle HUKOT'O He BIIYCTHUII B CBOIO KM3Hb. BO-IIEPBHIX, B TO
BpPEMSI elllé TpeMesIu OT3BYKM CKaHOasla U MOA/IMBaTh Macja B OTOHb OBLIO HeXkKellaTelbHO. Bo-
BTOPBIX... TPOCTO HUKOTO HE XOTENIOCh BUAETh. [lyla, Kak u cepple Ovta pa3bruTa Ha KyCOYKH.
OnHako, KaXeTcsl, Tellepb OHa CHOBAa 0XKUJia, €CJIU B TJTyOMHE BCIIBIXHYJI UHTEPEC K APYTOMYy
yenoBeKy. KpacuBoMy, OIlaCHOMY U IIPUTATATENIbHOMY MyxXkunHe. bun FOu ycMexHycs.

Ha camowm mene A-Bait GBI JTUIITE YaCTUYHO, IPOLIEHTOB Ha BOCEMbIECSIT-BOCEMbIECST ISATh II0X0XK Ha
OpUTHHAJ, Ybsl BHEITHOCTb U XapaKTep OBIIM UCII0Ih30BaHk aBTOpoM. bun H0it BOPYT MOHSN, 0 YEM
roBopun emy FOaub ®3H B nlociefHuM pa3, KOTAa OH CIIPOCUII €T0 0 MykKbsX. EMy ObIII0 HHTEPECHO,
He BO3HHKAET JIM y TOTO acCoIualliii C OpuruHaiaMu, Koraa onu BMecte. FOaub ®3H TOorga gojro
X0XO0TaJl, a IOTOM BCE K€ OTBETHUJ OTKPOBEHHO. CHIbHOE CXOMICTBO C OPUTHHAJIOM — 3TO JIUIIb ITIEPBOE
BIledaTeHue. Ecnu mocMoTpeTh 4yTh TIy0Ke, TO Cpa3dy Ke CTAaHOBUTCS IMOHSITHO, YTO T€, KTO KUBYT
B 9TOM MUPE, COBEPIIEHHO Apyrue moau. Tak 4To bun K01 caMoMy NpUAETCS MOHATh, HACKOIBKO A-
Bait oTnuyaeTcs OT U3BECTHOTO eMy augoia.

Ha camowm pene bun FO# Mor moyib30BaThCsl HUHTYHOM, YTOOB COKPATUTh cebe myTh. [IpocTo OH He
XOTeJI PUCKOBATh, IIPHITasi 10 BEPXHUM BeTKaM [IePEBLEB CO CBOUM HBIHELIHUM BECOM. BO3MOXKHO,
KTO-TO U3 MECTHHIX Ha3BaJsl OBl 3TOT CTpaXx I'IymocThio, Ho buH KO BCE paBHO IpeAnoyd€en OhTh
ocTopoxkHee. [I03TOMY OH MPOCTO MTePeaBUTaICSI HEOOIbITUMHU MIPBIZKKAMU TaM, e ObIII0 OTKPHITOE
IIPOCTPAHCTBO. ITO YCKOPSIJIO IyTh U OBITI0 6e30macHo. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BPeMsi OH [IOCTHUT
MaJIeHbKOU Melepkl, Iae KOoraa-T0 OpuruHanbHed JlaHb buH O v A-Baii BMecTe poBeNIu HOYb.
FOHo111a HEHAONITo 3arASHY BHYTPb, OCMOTPEJICS U... YIIEN. OTO OBLIN BCE XKe He ero
BOoCIIOMHUHaHUs. OHM IpUHALJIekaau TOMY BEIyMaHHOMY MaJlbuMKy, KOTOPHIH ucyes 0e3 ciefga. OH
OB TTI0X0K Ha HEro, HO UM BCE ke He OblI. Korfia OH yX0Oum OT Ielleps eMy BAPYT II0Ka3aioch, YTO
YeH-TO B3TJISAM CBEPNIUI eMy criHy. Ho Kak OBl OH He BCMaTPHBAJICS B OKPYKAIOIINM Mei3axK, Tak
HUKOTO 3aMETUTh HEe CyMeJl.

Bbun 0t mpomonKui cBo# nyTh. [1o mopore oH CyMeJ IMOMMaTh ITaPOYKY YIIACTHIX XKUPHBEIX (Pa3aHOB U
YeTHIPEX KYPOIIATOK. DTOT0 BIIOJHE HOJIZKHO OBITIO XBAaTHUTh, UTOOHI HE UCIIBITHIBATH TOJIOM B
onuxaiiiee BpeMs. K ToMy Xke, y HETO B CIIeLIHaIbHOM MeIIOYKe ITHbKYHb ObIIM MaJleHbKHe
IIUPOXKKY C PHIOOM ¥ apoOMaTHbBIE MIJIETEHKYU C STOOAaMU OT TETYIIKKA M3, KOTOphIE PaHO YTPOM
npuHecna ¢ cobo Jlans AumuH. Ynribasck XUTPO, OHA TaKXKe OTHana eMy HeOOJbIIoi KPYT Ik
TJIMHSHBIN TOPIIOYEK, MI0THO IPUKPHITHIYA KPHIIIIEYKON. Benena cupsaTaTh 4 He OTKPBIBATh, II0Ka He
IpoTroJiofaeTcsi. BepossTHO, TaM ObIT BKYCHBIN CIOPIIPU3 OT JIaHb SHIHH.

Jlanb LI34H XOTEJ CYHYTh EMY B MEIIOYEK HECKOJIbKO TYIIEK KPOJIHUKOB, MPHUIIIOCh TPOMKO
nmoBo3MytaThcs. Ecu 661 Bun FO# cam He Mor o6ecrieduTh ce0si CBEKUM MSICOM B ITyTH, OH
nepectars Ovl ce0st yBaxkaTh. Korma-To B IeTCTBE, a IIOTOM B IOHOCTH OH BMECTE C OTILIOM M CTapIINM
OpaToM, TaM, B IpeKHEM CBOEM MUPE, YaCTO XOUII B 1T0X0Abl. OHU BMeCTe JIOBUIM PHIOY, OXOTUIUCH
Ha KPOJIMKOB U IITHUI], CAaMU TOTOBUIM cebe nuily. [Jaxke y u3BecTHoro Mmmneparopa KuHo YsHb bun
HOs Ot HeoOBIYHBIE HAaBRIKM. OH TOYHO He yMep OBl C TOJIOAY B AUKOM IIPUPOTE.
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