Luub JIu BcTpeya HaC y B3JIETHOM MOJIOCH. YEpHBIE POCKOIIHBIE BHEIOPOXKHUKY C MMIIEPATOPCKUM
rep0OM ¥ BHICOKMMM KPETIKUMHM IMapHSIMHU B TEMHBIX MYHAMPAX I'BApOUU Ipuaaranmuce. M merno,
II0X0XKe, He B CTaTyCe IMpUHIIA. S IepBLIM CIIYCTUIICS C Tpala U MPocTo, 0e3 IUIIHUX IIePEMOHUH,
00HSIJI TOTO, KTO KOT7Ia-TO Ha3Basl cebst MouM crapiruM OpaToM. Torma y MeHst He Obl10 dpocnaBa u
IPeNIoKEeHe 9TOT0 apHs MPONKUIOCh Oamb3aMoM Ha maymry. OH TOTHa eIé CKPLITHUYAJI, He Ha3kIBas
WUCTUHHOW MTPUYUHEI CBOEH 671aTr0CKIOHHOCTH K 0ORYHOMY ITapHIO.

- Paccnabbcst HeMHoOrO, — menuyn g L{uab JIu Ha yXo, — MHI yKe 37eck. Meii-Meii 06513aTeIbHO
BEpHETCA moMoii. M OymeT y MeHs 3aMedaTenbHBIY MIJIEMSHHUK.

— Kak roBopsiT y Bac: «TBou cnoBa fa bory B ymu!» Mo€ cepaile CIOBHO TUTPHL pa3phiBaioT. Mos
BMHA, YTO He IOCMOTpeEJI, He YOeper.

— Meii-Meii He 60Ul ogyBaH4uK, Opat. OHa He mana Ovl cebs B 00uny, — I'11e6 MpoTAHY PYKY,
TEIIJIO0 IPUBETCTBYS CTAPOTOo Apyra. [IMK IPOCTO KUBHYJI, HO €T'0 SSHTAPHBIN B3TJISIA COrPeBaJl, CIIOBHO
COJIHIIE.

— bepeMeHHbIE XKEHITUHB CTAHOBSATCS MeUYTATENTbHEIMUA ¥ HE TAKUMM OCTOPOXKHBIMU, KaK OOBIYHO.
OHa BCé BpeMs yibei0anachk, CMOTpeia B OKHO M YTO-TO IIemTasla, IOTIaXkKuBast eIlé MIOCKUN YIpyTui
XUBOT. He MOHKMMAI0, KTO MOT... — psifgoM ¢ Hamu LIuHb JIu He HyKHO OBbIJIO IepKaTh HEBO3MYTUMEIN
BUI, MBI BCE CIIMIIKOM XOPOIIIO €Tr0 3Hanu. — KTo MOT HacTOJIbKO JIETKO 3aXBaTUTh U HE3aMETHO
BLIBE3TH €€ U3 OI'POMHOT0 ABOPIIOBOT0 KOMITNIEKca? [laxe CIe0B He 0CTaJIOCh.

— MHe He HYXHEI CJIe[ibl, — ITOXJIONA S IPHHIIA 110 myeuy. — [Toexanu! YeM MbI ObICTpee HAYHEM, TEM
ObICTpEe BEPHEM MOIO HEBECTKY!

— Hamy, — HeoxuganHo 6pocun [JUK, cafsach B MallIiHy. {1 maXkKe OCTAHOBUIICS U PACTEPSHHO
ycTaBusics Ha Hero. lIloTmaHpen XMEIKHYTT ¥, CXBaTUB MeHS 3a PYKY, aKKypaTHO MOTSHYT K cebe. —
MEI Temepb M0 CaMoi CMePTH BMecCTe. TBOSI CeMbs — 3TO Hallla CEMbsI. TBOM IPOOIEMEL — TEIEPh U
HaIIX TPOOIEMHI.

— BoTt-BOT, — nmogamepzKall ero BeCTy}KeB, IIOAIINXHYB MEHA C3au. B utore Ha IMIMPOKOM 3aJHEM
CuieHbe BHEJOPOXKHUKA A OKa3adJICA 3aXKaT, KdaK CapOXHa B 0aHKe... U HaYWHKA B CaHBHYE.

OTrpoMHBIY OBOPIIOBHEIM KOMIIJIEKC HAXOMUIICS TaM XKe, Toe ¥ B MOEM MUpe. 3allpeTHEHIM TOPO]I.
BaiinzuH. ToT e afpec, HO BCE Ke He TOT Topof. ITOT Bai3IuH Ol YIbTPaCOBPEMEHHEIM U
HUKOTA He CHSAIIKM. BomnoTuBmMM B cebe KaK YepPTHl HOBOT'O BpeMEHHU, TaK ¥ BEJIUKOJIEITHEIN oYX
CTapuHBL. YIMBUTEBHOE TOHKOE coueTaHue. Korga g B mepBed pa3 MoceTun pon LluHb, MHE
YCTPOUJIN IIPOCTO CyMacCIlefllyio 3KCKYPCHIO II0 BCel CTpaHe. MIMIepaToOpCcKu Oaas ImoxkKenal,
4yTOORI IIJIEMSIHHUK YBUAEJ POOUHY €ero MaTepH BO Bceil Kpace. U 51 qonKeH OB IPU3HATH, UTO
uMmnepatop Llvas KOaHb BETUKOJENHBINM He TOIBKO IIOJIUTHUK M BOWH, HO U YIIPABIISAIOIINHT,
X03SIMCTBEHHUK, TOUHee, X03suH. [IyCTh U CTPOTHH, MHOTHA XKECTOKUH, HO ellé 6oiee 3a00TIUBHIN U
OTBETCTBEHHBIN.

Jly4ymuii mpu3HaK 67aromolydusi CTpaHbl — 3TO KOTla Ha yiauliax HeT OoMxkel u Humux. HeT, He
II0OTOMY, YTO X BEIKMHYJIH 3a IIPefeibl C I1a3 [0JI0K, a IOTOMY, YTO CTpaHa OrpoMHa U paboTa
HaWOEeTCcsa BCceM. 3[eCh HUKTO He JXUJI Ha [T0coOUs rofaMy, faxe He TOMBIIIIAS UCKATh PaboTy.
KoreuHno, umnepus 3ab0Tunach 0 BeTepaHax ¥ UHBaIHUAaX, HO ¥ OHU He cupenu 0e3 gena. OHU He
ObUIM BEIOPOIIEHEI Ha 000YMHY KU3HHU, a BIIOJIHE [aXKe XOpoIlo ce0s B HeX YyBCTBOBaIU. Becerma
CYHUTaJI, 4YTO HUKTO HaM He JacT UeabHOT0 MUpa, TOKa MBI CaMU eTo0 He chenlaeM. [Ipumoxu X0Th
HEMHOT'0 YCUINY, TOTHa TBOU JTMYHBIM MUDP U MUD Te€X, KTO XKUBET PSILOM, CTaHET He TAKUM yXK CEPhIM
Y YHBUIBIM.



BoT TOMBKO IOMa, B MPOIIJION PeasbHOCTH, MHOTHE TOJIBKO ¥ [IeJIaji, YTO JKaJI0Baauch. TO UM eBpen
JKHUTh HE HAOT, TO TOMHUKY C OPYTMM MEHBIIMHCTBAMHU, TO COCEH CBOJIOYH U TakK majnee. Ho mpu 310
He Bce oOpalaayd BHUMaHKe [aXe Ha OMMHOKYIO CTApYIIKy B cCOCeIHelN KBapTupe. X0Ts 3a4eM
TOBOPUTH O JIIOMSX... KOIIEK ¥ cO6aK B MyCOPKHU BEIOPACHIBAIM, YTOOR! IMITHETO He Xkpanu. K
CYacThi0, TAKOBHIMU OBLIM HE BCe, HO OBIIO OIIyIIeHNE, YTO XOPOIIUX JOOPHEIX X 0€CKOPHICTHBIX
JIIOOed C ToOmaMU CTaHOBUTCS BCE MEHBIIe ¥ MEeHbIIIe, a ObImIa BCe 00JIbIle 1M OOJIbIIe.

WmnepaTtop Brnapucnas ToxXe HEIJIOXOU ylpaBiieHell. PogHas uMnepus nof ero pyKoy BIIOJIHE JaxKe
IIPOLIBETAET U 110 NIPaBy CUUTAETCS ONHOW U3 CUJIbHEUIINX B MUPE, HO laXKe CaMOMy YMHOMY
YyeJI0BEKY OYeHb TPYOHO MHOTHA CABUHYTH C MeCcTa I1apoB0O3 CTaporo yKjaga. Y Hac Jitobble TepeMeHbl
BCETMla IIPOXOIUIH C TPOOYKCOBKOM. U TyT ToxXe npobieM xBaTaeT. JleHb Matymika... To Takas
TETYIIKA, KOTOPYIO TOHUIIb, & OHa YXOOUTh He XoueT. 1 maxe B cKa3kax OHa OTMeTw1ach. [laxe Uinbs
MypowMmer BOH CKOJIBKO JIeT Ha I1e4y jiexkaJl, II0Ka ero Moy 3aj He IHYJIH, MOJI, IIopa BCTaBaTh U
3aumiiaTtk. EMesns Ha Imedu KaTasics, IT0Ka c4acThe cebe I0 IMyYheMy BeJIEHUI0 He BHIKITHYUIL.

XuTpele MBI II0 HaType. [loToMy U IlepeMeH He ni06uM. 3a4ueM JIoMaTh TO, UTO ¥ Tak xopoino? Ho TeM
He MeHee, TaKue JII00H, Kak TOT ke [1eTp [TepBLIi COBUTAIOT IIPOTPECC C MEPTBOM TOYKU, ¥ MBI
Me[IJIEHHO, HO UAEM BIepen. BpeMenamu nMmnepaTopy BnagucnaBy u ero AByM MUHUCTPaAM
IIPUXOOUTCS CBOM PELIEHUS efiBa 1M He TapaHOM IPo0uBaTh. OHU XOTh U SIBJISIIOTCS TPUYMBHPATOM,
KOTOPBIA MOXKET MHOTHE PelleHUsI IPUHUMAaTh CaMOCTOSTEJIbHO, HO HE BCe HUXKHME YPOBHU XKeJlaloT
JIETKO UX IIOTOM BHIIIOIHATE. TaKOB, BEPOSTHO, MEHTANIUTET y HAc. Bcé mog COMHeHue CTaBUTh, 4aCTO
UCXO0Os U3 JINUHBIX UHTEPECOB.

WimnepaTopy Lluns FOaHto ¢ atum npoiie. OTHOIIeHUe U ToyrnTaHue HapogoMm CriHa Heba, [IpakoHa u
TakK fajee obnerdaeT eMy MHoOroe. PellleHusI UMIIepaTopa He IIPUHATO OTBEPraTh. BRICIIyIIATh,
M3JI0KUTH CBOE MHEHME, BEKIIMBO, @ He CTy4a OOTHHKOM 110 TpUOYHE, MOKET NT000¥ YMHOBHUK. Ho
peleHye BCE paBHO BCETMa OCTAETCS 3a uMmnepaTopoM. KoHeyHo, HenoOpoxkenaTenu Bcerfa ecTh U
OoymyT. Kak roBopsiT XxaHblX: «[IpuABOPHAS XKU3Hb IIOJTHA TAWHBIX TUT'POB U JPAKOHOB». A 5T OB
noOaBuUl elllé U 3Mel. f yBepeH, UTo 3a noxuinenreM Me#-Me# CTOUT KTO-TO, KTO OYeHb XKeJlaeT
ypBaTh cebe Kycok noborbine. KTo-To cuibHO 00HATrIeBIIKM, HO IIPY 3TOM O0Y€Hb XOPOII0 YMEIOIIUH
CKpPBIBATh CBOE UCTUHHOE JIUIIO.

¢ BIIONIHE pe30HHO pemmI, 4yTo AsanomKa [luas FOaHs IPOCTUT HaM HEBEXKJIUBOCTE, €CIIH 110
npuOBITUY MBI IOMAEM He K HEMY Ha IIPHEM, a cpa3y 3aliMEMCS [eJIoM. Y MeHs CJI0XKHUIOCh 0 HEM
oudeHb xopormiee MHeHUe. [luab FOaHb He caMonyp, a YMHEIHM 4eioBeK. [lymalto, JKU3Hb HEBECTKU U
Oymyiiero BHyKa OJ1s1 HETO BaXHee 1lepeMOoHuM. [IOKJIIOHE MEL €My ITIOTOM OTBeCUM. M BHIIIbeM BMeCTe
3a 3[0POBbE Ha NMUPY, KOTa BEPHEM [EBYIIKY.

KomHaTh Meii-Melt Haxogunuch B ceBepHOU yacTu gBopla Tsaus Cunb (HebecHas 3Be3ma), KOTOPHIT
3aHUMaIl MJIQOIIAY [IPUHIT ¥ eT0 4Yensanb. B JaHHOU pealbHOCTH, BEPOSTHO, M3-3a TOTO, UTO
MMIIEPCKasi CEMbs IPUHAJIekasa K 000pOTHIM-JIMCAM, XKUTh OHYM IPEANOYUTaNId BMecTe. B oTnuyun
OT 3eMHOM pPeaybHOCTH MOJIOJbIE TPUHITEI HE MTOKUAAK 3alPeTHRIN TOpofl, YTOOL 000CHOBATHCS B
CcoOCTBEHHBIX IBOpliaxX. X NMUYHbBIE PEe3UEHIINY HaXOOUIUCh TaM XKe, TTle IPOKUBaJl UMIIEPATOP.

¢ BOIIEN B CBETIIyI0O KOMHATY, Tie BCE eIllé BUTAJl CBeXKHKM 1IBETOUHBIN apomMat Mel-Meii. Bripouewm,
TakK ¥ OOJIKHO OBLIO0 OBITE, BeOb AEBYIIKA, TOUHEE, YKe MOJIofasl KpacuBas XKeHIMHa Ucue3ia TOJIbKO
IIBOe CYTOK Ha3afl. MickaTh Kakue-nubo Meyiouu OBIJIO He HYKHO, TaK KakK B MpodeccuoHanusMe
uieek Luab FOaHs cOMHeBaThCS He CTOMI0. HaBepHsaKa oHKM 00HIOXaIu 30eCh BCE. A 3HAYMT,
YyzKOro 3amaxa He Obi10. CriykaHKy Meii-Meit 3afyImiyM TOHKO#M 1IETKOBOM IIajIblo, KOTOpas
IpUHaAJieXkasa e€ Xo3sdiKe. B TOT meHb OHa yKpauIas Ijiedy I0HOM IIPUHIIECCHL.

ITo crnoBam Ilunb JIu OH I03aBTpaKasl C XKEHOM U OTIIPABUJICS BO JBOPEI K OTITY, TaK KaK WX U3BOJIUIIA



TIOCETUTH OfIHA U3 TETYIIEK, TO €CTh, CECTpa uMIepaTopa. Ctapinas U3 OBYX CECTEP OT BTOPOU
cympyru ObIBLIETO UMIIepaTopa. Bo BpeMs mepeBopoTa 00e IIPUHIIECCH YKe JaBHO OBbIT BEIIAHBI
3aMyX ¥ OTCYTCTBOBaIu. BO3MOXHO, UMEHHO II09TOMY UX MUHOBaJIa y4aCTh BTOPOTO IIPUHIIA, €T0
JKEHBHI, CHIHA ¥ MaTepu. M3 Bcex B KMBBIX 0CTAJIACh TOIBKO MajIeHbKas [0Yb, KOTOPYIO CIIpsiTasia
ClyxKaHKa. 7 B KOTOpHIM pa3 y0exkmaiock B TOM, 4TO CyfabOa BcE ke OnaroBosuia L{unb FOaHio u ero
ceMbe, TakK, HECMOTPSI Ha MHOXKECTBO YI'PO3 U OTIaCHOCTEH, HRIHEITHUH UMITepPaTOpP CMOT COXPAaHUTh
000MX CBOMX CHIHOBEH, JKEeHY U [IBYX HaJOXKHUI. Y, 4TO T71aBHOE, TPYU KEHIITUHEI IIPEKPaCHO
yKUBaJIUCh BMECTE U BOBCE He IJIeIN HUKaKuX UHTPUT. Kaxnas Ovina He o0fiesieHa BHUMaHUEM U
3a00TOH.

Y umnepatopa Liuabs FOaHs mOTHEBIN IOPSHOK He TOIBKO B CTPaHe, HO U B COOCTBEHHOU ceMbe. ETo
JKEHIIMHEL HOC B fieJla FOCyapCTBa He CYIOT, a ux popa... Ux pogam Lluus FOans ¢ camoro Haydasna
yKa3aJjl IpaBUIbHOE MeCTO. FIMIepaTopy BIIOJHE XBAaTHJIO YJIEHOB CEMbH OBIBIIIEN HMIIEPATPHUIIE,
KOTOPHIE YCIEeIK OTXanaThk ce0e Bce TaKoMble NOJIXKHOCTU U IIPUIMYHO 3allyCTUIIA PYKH B Ka3Hy. ITO
€CJI¥ pOoOy He MPUIOMUHATh UX aKTUBHOE y4aCTHe B 3aT0BOPe MPOTHUB 3aKOHHOTO UMIIEpaTopa C
IIeJIbI0 YCAAUTh Ha TPOH [IpakoHa IMIPUHIIA CO CBoel KpoBbi0. LIuHb FOaHb OBIT HAMHOTO
[albHOBUJHEE U XKeCT4e CBOEro OTIa.

CécTphl MIepaTopa ObIIM OTHAHEL B IBA IPEBHUX U BIUSTENIbLHHIX poma. CeMbs dHb, Kyaa yIIia
Mapauas npuntecca Lunas 0, Bcerna Gblyia BepHa UMIIEPATOPCKOMY POLY U BO BPeMSI ITIepeBOpOTa
noaepXKaja UMIIepaTopa u TpeThero mpuHila. Cembs ke Yxkao Oriza 60ee 0CTOPOKHA ¥ MPeIIoysia
0CTaThCSI B CTOPOHE OT MBOPIIOBHIX pacrpeii. Ux rimaBa B CBOE BpeMst OB MUHUCTPOM MHOCTPAHHBIX
e, TO eCTh, XUTPEIl U MONTUTUK B OMHOM ¢iakoHe. [[ecsiTh IeT Ha3aj CTApUK OTOLIEN OT YIPaBIEHUS
POIOM U CTaJl IPOCTO COBETHUKOM MMIIEpATOpPa, a BOT €T0 ChIH, YHACIEJOBABIIUY IIOCT I'JIaBbl CEMbU
¥ BOBPeMs KEeHUBIIHICS Ha CTapIled mpuHIiecce, 61aromapss CBOUM CIIOCOOHOCTSIM HECKOJIBKO JIET
Ha3aj] BO3TJIaBUJI CTOJTUYHEIN TaPHU30H.

Myxu4rHa B CBOE BpeMs CyMeJl OTIMYUTCS BO BpeMsI HEKOTOPHIX IPUTPAHUYHEIX KOH(IUKTOB,
IIPeKpacHO IPosBUB ce0s Kak yMenbli ctpaTer. OH 3HAJ BCE 0 TOM, KaK HY>KHO PYKOBOJIUTEL apMUEH,
KaK 3alluIaTh FPAHULE] U Tak fanee. Ho... Ha3BaTh ero TYIEIM BOSIKOM HUKTO He ITOCMeJT OBl YMEH,
XUTED, xpabp u manbHOBUOEH. HecMoTps Ha To, 94TO pop YKao B CMyTHEIE BpeMeHa IIPeIod€en
IIOCTOSITh B CTOPOHE, B IOCJIeyIOIIKe [eCSATh JIET OHU He BBI3hIBANIM HUKaKUX MOAo3peHuil. OgHako
crapmas npuHiecca Luas [lyn KpaliHe pefKo Iocellana UMIePaTOPCKUM JBOPEL X CEMbIO CBOETO
TpeThero OpaTa, IPeAnoYuTas KUTh B 3aTOPOAHOM ABopiie. He Gosbllle, ueM HYKHO 110 3TUKeTy. Ho
HelaBHUY BU3UT ObLJI HEOXKUAAHHOCTHIO. M Bpone OBI... HUYEro Takoro, HO BOT YTO-TO B 9TOM He
BU3UTE MHE He HPaBUJIOCh.

JINYHO C 3TOM TETYIIKOM S PaHbIlle He BCTPeYascs, Ho OblT HaciblmaH oT LluHs JIu o eé
BhICOKOMepuu. OHa Heclla cebs TakK, CJIOBHO caMa Obljla MMIIEpaTPUIlE, a He BCETO JIUIIL CTapIIen
mpuHIeccor. KcTaTu, MMEeHHO OHa B3si/la K cebe Ha BOCIIUTaHUeE YIIeNIEBIIYIO I0Yb CBOET0 POMHOTO
OpaTa, TO eCTb, BTOPOr0 MpuHIia. [IeByIKy 3Banu Lluab MelIuH U cefiyac ei ObIIO mBAOIATh JIeT.
Tak BOT UMEHHO M3-3a HEE CTaplas IpuHIlecca U MpuOba HEYPOUHO B UMIIEPATOPCKUH IBOPELI,
3aIMpPOCUB JIUYHYIO0 ayaueHIHI0. AK0OB IpHIllia ITopa MOABICKATh I0HOM IIJIEMSIHHUIIE TOCTOMHOTO
XKeHuxa. [Ipamo BoT nmpucnuuuno. Het, B coBmagenus g Bepto. Ho... He Torga, Korga fena KacaiTcsa
CUIIBHBEIX MUPa CEro.

Botigs B kKoMHaTH Meii-Mei, 51 cen B e€ Mo0uUMOe Kpecyo y OKHa. Bup OBl mpeKkpaces,
HEYIUBUTEINbHO, YTO OyAyIas MaMo4Ka J100uIa 3eCh MOCUAETh. 3a0aBHO, HO 3Ta KOTHA-TO
BOMHCTBEHHAS JTUCUYKA €Il€ ¥ BBHIIIMBATH yMesa. PSImoM ¢ KpecjioM CTOSIIT IeJIbli arperar, He 3Halo,
KaK 3Ty IITYKY IIPaBUIbHO-TO Ha3BaTh, HO Ha HEM Obl/la 3aKpelljieHa YOIUBUTEIbHOM KPACOTEI
BBIIIIMBKA. TaM Xe, TaK CKa3aTh, IOM PYKOM, OBIIM BCIKHE MOJTOUKHU U SNUIKAMH, B KOTOPBIX
XPaHUIUCH SIPKHE IIeJIKOBEIe HUTKH, 30JI0THIE U cepeOpsiHble HUTH, UT'OJIKH, HOXKHHUIIE K BCIKHE



npyrue Menouyu. Kopode, MU YIOTHBIM KEHCKUM YTOJIOK. 1 B3TOXHYJ U pacciabuics,
YCTPOUBILINCEH C KOM(OPTOM B Kpecjie C BLICOKOU CIMHKOW. Mou apHU OCTa/IUCh 3a IIpefeiaMu
KOMHATH ¢ IIuub JIu, 4TOOH HEe MelllaTh MHe.

[IIénKHYB manblaMu, S BEI3BAJI ITepef CBOUM B30POM 30JI0TYIO IIeYaTh, TOUHOE 0TOOpaKeHue
OpeBHEro 60KeCTBEHHOr0 apTedakTa, KOTOPHIM XPaHUIICS Ha MapsineM ocTpoBe JIncoBckux. CaMm
apredakT MHe ObLJT He HY2KeH, TaK KakK OH OBIJI JIUIIh MaTepUaabHEIM BOIJIOLIEHUEM MOET0 Japa.
HukTo, KpoMe MeHs, He MOT UM YIIPaBiaTh. Moel MaTepH yOalioCh ero C TPYAOM aKTUBHPOBATh U
3amlyCTUTh OaBHO KEM-TO yCTAHOBIEHHOe BpeMsi. CKOpee BCero, MOCIeqHU, KTO €T0 UCI0JIb30Ball,
obu1 L13uas CHH, TO €CTh, MOE IIPOIIIOe BOIIomeHne. UTaK...

4 BRITSIHYJ PYKY ¥ aKKYPaTHO KOCHYJICSI OOHOM M3 TPEX YaCOBLIX CTPEIIOK, aKTUBUPOBAB 0CO0YI0
nmeyvaTh. [IyCTUB B KOHYUKHM ITajIblieB HEMHOTO CBOEU AYXOBHOM CUJIBI, CAeJiall HECKOJIbKO ITOBOPOTOB B
00paTHYIO CTOPOHY, YTO PABHSJIOCH 110 BpEMEHHU ABYM CyTKaM. MHe HYKHO OBIJI0O BEPHYThCS
npuOIU3UTEIHHO B TOT MOMEHT BpeMeHH, KOTfla mponasia Mei-Meii. Ha caMoM merie HUKaKoro
IIPBEIZKKa BO BpeMeHHU He OyneT. f Muillh CMOTY YBUAETH TO, UTO IIPOUCXOIUIIO B 9TOM KOMHATe,
0CTaBasiCh TaMHBIM 3PUTEJIEM. HNmMmeHHO IIO3TOMY s U CKa3aJl, YTO MHE HE HYXKHBI CJI€IIHI. qa MOTy
IIPOCTO CYUTATh COOBITUS. [leyaTs Bo3BpaTa BEICOKO ITOAHSIACH HAJl MOEH TOJI0BOM, Pa3BEPHYIACh
TOPU30HTAJIBHO ¥ PA30IIIach B CTOPOHEI, HAKPHIB BCIO KOMHATY. Temneps, Kyna Ol 5T He TOWIEN, OHa
OymeT ciegoBaTh 3a MHOM, ITOMYUHSISICH MOEH BOJIE.

PeanbHOCTH 3aMepIiaia BOKPYT MeHS 30I0TUCTBIMU UCKPaMHU U B 3TOM CTPAHHOM CBETE IIOSIBUJIUCH
¢urypsl. TouHBIM BpeMeHeM mJisi MeHs OblT yxon Liuae JIu Bo gBopern oTiia. Mei-Mel B 3TOT MOMEHT
OJHO3HAYHO HaXOOuIach B CBOMX KOMHaTax. M 3To elCTBUTENbHO Obl/I0 Tak. Kak TONHKO
IIpru3pavyHas TeHb MJIAIIEro IpUHIla HCYe3yia 3a ABepPsAMH, eT0 MOJIofas KeHa, IIOoIIPaBuB Ha
M3SIITHBIX TI7Ie4aX MIETKOBYIO XKEMUYKHO-PO30BYIO IIalb C PUCYHKOM B BUJIE IIBETYIIUX BETBEN CIIUBEI,
BepHYyIach. Mel-Mel cTajla coBceM Opyroi. 51 moMHUI e€ 00eBOM JeBUOHKOM-TEIOXPAHUTEIbHUIIEH,
a Temepb OHA BHITTIAMAeENa, KaK U3bICKaHHAsS U CTUJIbHAS MOJI0Aast 1equ. POCKOIIHEIE BOTIOCH OBITH
coOpaHHbl B TPUYECKY U CKOJIOTHL... XM... TAKUMM 3HAKOMBIMU IIMUIbKaMu. XOTh B Y4EM-TO OHa BCE XKe
oCTajach IpexHel. JTa Mapa IINuIeK JAelCTBUTENbHO Oblna ¢ cekpeToM. HaxkaB Ha KPOXOTHYIO
KHOIIOYKY, UX JIETKO MOKHO OBIIIO TPEBPATUTh B OTMBEIYKY MJTH 3a3yOpeHHOe JIe3BHe.

Bcnen 3a Meii-Meii Bolina €€ nu4Has CiyXKaHKa. 1 IOMHUI 9Ty XXEeHIUHY CpegHux fieT. Korma
CTaTyC [EeBYIIKYA U3MEHUJICI 3Ty CIyKaHKY [IPUCTaBUja K Hel MaTb-uMIeparpunia. OHa ey BceLeso
MOBEpsiNia, TaK KakK Ta CIyXKUJIA CeMbe YKe 0KO0JI0 fecsitu jeT. CinyxKaHka, 6e3yCI0BHO, IpoILia
IIPOBEPKY, KaK BCe, KTO BXOAUJI BO ABopell. iMeHHO oHa Oblyia yOuTa B 9TOM KOMHaTe. 2KeHIIMHa
ynbibanack ¥ TOBOPHUa BCSIKUE TIYNOCTH. Mei-Mel cMyIIEHHO oTBedana. OObIYHEIE MUJIbIE JKEHCKHUE
IIyTOYKHY. B mpusTHON MUPHOU 006CTaHOBKE IIPOIIUIO moyaca. CHayasna Meii-Meii cena 3a CTOJIUK U
BHHMaTEJIbHO epebparia IUYHYI0 KoppecnoHaeHuuo [{uub JIu, BUOUMO, 110 CTapoy IIPHUBHIYKE OHA
1oMorajia eMy OTCeUBaTh He HyXKHBIe IPUTTIAllleHNs UK NIpolieHus. [1eIoBEIMU OyMaraMu
3aHUMaJICA CeKpeTapb. 3aKOHYUB C 3TUM, Meii-Mel BCTasa ¥ [IOAOLINIA K OKHY, PSILOM C TeM MeCTOM,
rne ycrpouncs s. E€ BelpaXkeHue nuiia OBI0 0YeHb HeXKHEIM, KOXKa [T0UYTH CBETUIaCh BHYTPEHHUM
cBeTOM. [eByIlKa II0JI0OXKUIa U3SAIMIHYI0 Y3KYIO JIAIOIIKY Ha CBOM XXKUBOT U TUXO CTajla YTO-TO
IIeITaTh.

Bckope Bominia cinykaHKa. YBHUEB IOCIIOXY Y OKHA, OHA IIOCTOsAJIa Ha MECTe Iapy CEeKyHZ, IOTOM...
MHe o4eHb He IOHPABUJIOCH €€ BhIpakeHue ulla. B ria3ax XKeHIIUHE IOSBUTIOCH IIpe3peHue. OHa
O4YeHb Me[JIEHHO U aKKypaTHO, 51 Ol Jake CKa3as BIOJIHEe IPodeCCUOHANBHO OJ15 AUBEPCaHTa, a He
IJIS1 CIIy2KaHKH, ITOJOIIJIa K 3aCTHIBLIEN B 3ayMUYUBOCTH AeBYIIKe. BEICTpOe IBUXKEHUE PYKU U
KOHYMWK UTJIEl BOTKHYJICSA B TOHKYIO CTPOMHYIO IIelKy. Mei-Me#i ycnena noBepHyThCs. E€ rnasa
pacnaxHyIuch OT moKa. CiyKaHKa XXe MeTHyJIach U IolMasia [eBYIIKY, He [aB ey yrnacTs. [Ipu aToM
Ha JIUIle TIogBUIack focana. [loxoxe, oHa caMa OT cebs He 0XKH[ajla TAaKOTro II0CTyNKa. BeposiTHO,



BCE XXe ITIOHMMaHUE TOTO, UTO B UpeBe MOJIONOM IPUHIIECCH MaJleHbKas XKW3Hb, UHCTUHKTHBHO
TONKHYJIO CIyKaHKy Ha gercTBre. OHa He [ajia MOJIOAOU XKeHIIMHe YIIacTb Ha XXEeCTKUM mo. f BcTan
Ha HOTY U IIPUTOTOBUJICS K Clenylollen cueHe. Y mpaBuibHO coenal.

CnyxkaHKa C ITOMOIIBI0 HH(OKOMA IOCiaia KaKOW-TO KOPOTKUI CUTHAJ U Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO MUHYT B
KOMHATY BOIIJIA JBOE MYXKYHUH B (hopMe OBOPLIOBO# rBapauu. OOuH U3 HUX OB KaKUM-TO IIPOCTHIM U
HEIIPUMETHHIM. 3HAKK OT/INYHS OBIIM MHE BCE eIllé He3HAKOMBI, HO BOT I10 OTHeJKe POpPMEI s OB
CKasaJl, 4To 3TOT MyzKuMHa OBl Ha IoaxBaTe. ['TaBHBIM OBIJT TOT, KTO BOILIEN BTOPHIM. EMy OB110
OKOJIO JBAMIIATH JIET, MOXKET, YyTh 00JIbIIe. Y a3MaTOB CII0KHO OIIPENeNUTh BO3PAcCT, a VXK Y
omapéHHEIX TeM Oosee. FOHOIA OBIT BEICOKUM, THOKMM, KaK MOJIOJIOM Temapi, ¥ CIUIIKOM KPaCHUBLIM
mJ1st OOBIYHOTO oduIlepa. B HEM IPOTISIBIBAIIO TO, YTO OOBIYHO HA3BIBAIOT IIOPOIOH.

MHe oH OBITT HE3HAKOM, BIIPOYEM, 3TO U HEYIUBUTEIILHO. MOi BU3UT B UMITEPHUIO XaHb OBII
KOpoTKUM. ITo Moelt mpockbe umnepatop Liuuas KOaHb He cTasl BO BCEYCIHIIIaHNE 00BSIBIISTE O TOM,
YTO ero IJIEeMSHHUK BepHYJICs. [[1g Bcex 51 OBII MUIIb APYTOM MIIQfLIero IIPUHIIA, C KOTOPHIM OH
IIO3HAKOMMUJICS Ha 30710TOM TypHHUpPE B Poccuu. O TOM, 4TO CBIH POAHOU CECTPHEI UMIIepaTopa
npuHiiecch Lluue [y He morub, Tak ke, Kak ¥ 0 IPHCBOEHUHN MHe TUTYJa IIpHHIa ObIJI0 00BSIBIIEHO
yKe IMOCJie MOero oThe3faa. B Muijo HOBOSIBIEHHOI'O IIPUHIIA 3HAJ TOJIbKO 04eHb OrPaHUYEeHHBIN KPYT
mopeit. OcTanbHBIE OB HE B KypCe HaXKe TOTo, YTO s BOOOIlle Mmocelan UMIepuio XaHs.

Moromo# oduiiep MOMJOIIET K Jexallel Ha nony Mel-Me#. Ero ry0bl Tpe3puTeTbHO CKPHBUIIHCS,
CJIOBHO OH CMOTPEJI Ha MyCOp, a He Ha XKeHY MJIaAIlero MpuHila npapsilel auHactuu. CnyxaHKa
PSIIOM CKJIOHMIIACh B BEXK/IMBOM ITOKJIOHEe. KaxkeTcs, mMIepaTpulla-MaTh oumbiiack B TOM, KOMY 3Ta
JKeHIMHa Oblna BepHa. «Baiie Bricod... — o6paTunach OBIIO K HEMY ClIy2KaHKa, HO Cpa3y Xe
ocekJyace. — [IpocTuTe MO0 OMJIOMIHOCTD, MOIOAOM rocnofgut Yxao Illu. OTa ciyxkaHKa CTOIBKO JIET
JKMaja 3Toro OHA. f mana 9Tou JeBKe 0OJbIIYIo [03y CHOTBOPHOTO. OHA IONTO HE JOCTABUT
mpobeM».

Oduuep, CIOBHO He CIIbIIIA HOKIafia KEHIITUMHBI, HaKJIOHUIICS, TPY00 CTALIUI XKEMYYKHO-PO30BYIO
I1aJib C TeJla MOJIOMOM IIPUHIIECCH U... MOJTHUEHOCHO HaKMHYJI Ha I1Ieto CcyxKaHku. Korga oH XKecTKo
3aTSHYJ IIEJIKOBYIO0 TKaHb U XKEHIIMHA CTajla OUThCS, IBITAsICh BEIPBATLCS, APYTOM Y€JIOBEK IIPOCTO
oTBepHycs. CHavaa oH OBICTPO BHITAIUI U3 KapMaHa 3HAKOMBEI MHE PeMEHb C THCHEHBIMU
nucbMeHaMu. HeCKOMBKO IeT Ha3ajl BOT TAKUMHU Ke PEMHSIMU-0JI0KIPaTOpaMy MOS IMYHAsl KOMaHa
UCOB-060POTHEN MOTb30BaIach BO BpeMs IMKBUAAINY MTOAPYYHEIX Benukoro kusa3s1 Bopuca. [Toce
MYXK4YMHA CBsI3asl pyku Meii-Mel, mogxBaTUI Ha IJIe40 €€ 6€3BOJIbHOE TEJI0 U OCTAHOBUJIICS, OXKHUIAS
KOMaHIH.

Korpga cnyxkanka Oblyta yOUTa, MOJIOHOM MPeICTaBUTENIbh pofa YKao BHITAIIUI M3 KapMaHa IJI0CKUH
byTnsap. B HEM 0Ka3amuch YeThIpe KPOXOTHHIX KpacHBIX KaMHs. O6amast aTpuOyToM 3eMJIH, 3TOT THII
JIETKO YTOIMJI KaMeIllIKX B YeTHIPEX yriIaX KOMHaThe. OHM BOILJIM B MpaMop I0Jjia, Kak B MacJo.
[Toxoze, 3TO TO camMoe, UTO ITOMEIIAJIO0 ClellaM UMIepaTopa HauTH Kakre-nubo aypHbIe CIIe[Ibl
noxuTuTesnel. KaMemky, BO3MOXKHO, TPOCTO 3arIyIIXAIXA BCE. YeM-TO 3TO IIOX0Ke Ha OelCTBHE MOeN
Macku bernoro Jluca. Ouepennrie apTedaKThl IPUIIENbIEB-TIPpeaKoB? Poxg Ykao mOCTaTOYHO APEBHUMN
1, MOXeT OBITh, Y HUX TOXKE €CTh WK OBbLT TOIMOOHBIN ITPEIoK.

Korpma kamHu-apTe@akThl OBIIN CIIPSITAHbI, «MOJIOOM IOCIIOAWH Y2Ka0» CHSJI C IIEeU 30JI0TYIO
IIETI0YKY C GUTYPHBIM HepUTOBHIH KyIoHOM Gestoro 1BeTa. [Tociie OH yBEpEHHO HAIPaBUIICS K
CTeHe, OTHeIaHHOM HePHUTOM TOTO JKe HeKHOT'0 OTTeHKa. TaM OBIJI0 MMaHHO ITOJ CAaMBIH IIOTOJIOK,
n3o0paxatoiee OUTBY KaKOT'0-TO JUBHOTO YyOOBUILA C BEJIMYECTBEHHBIM APAaKOHOM. KyJIoH GBI
BCTaBJIeH TOYHO B IIaCTh ipakoHa H... JIoBko! OKa3kIBaeTCs, YTO HE(PPUTOBOE ITaHHO CKPBIBAJIO
IIOTaMHYI0 IBephb. IMEHHO Ty[a ¥ BOILIX OBOe, 3abpaB ¢ coboi Meii-Meii. Ho... HeyXKeu 0 TaKOM
IIOTaHOM XOfie HUKTO He 3Hann? COMHUTEIBHO.



IIBOpI1IOBLIE IIJTaHHEI €CTh BO BCEX CEKPETHHIX Cyxk0axX. Kaxkmoe n3MeHeHNEe BHOCUTCS B PEECTP CO
BCEU CKPYMYJIE3HOCTHIO, CBOMCTBEHHOM XaHbllaM. {1 y:Ke OyMall Oe3aKTHBUPOBaTh [leuaTs Bo3Bpara,
KOTOpasl BeCbMa IIPUINYHO XpaJjla AyXOBHYIO 3HEePTHI0, Korga HepuToBas nmoTaliHas ABEPb BHOBb
OTKpBINIACh. YIedinue IOXUTUTEN BePHYJIUCh U CIIOKOMHO YIIUIK Yepe3 OBepb, 3abpaB ¢ co0o KI0yd-
KyJIoOH. MHe HU4ero He 0CTaBajoCh, KaK IIOCIef0BaTh 3a ux teHamu. Ho roe Meu-Meii? OHu Belb HE
MOTJI TakK OBICTPO €€ BEIHECTH C TEPPUTOPUM 3alIPETHOIO ropofa... JInbo... Tak KTo-TO KAas?

Brumanue! 3TOT mepeBon, BO3MOXKHO, €II€ He TOTOB.

Ero cratyc: ugeT nepeson
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