Makc, cTos Ha 6alnKOHE, CMOTpeN B TEMHOE He0O0, YCHIITaHHOE KPOIIEeYHBIMU OpUIITMaHTaMU 3BE3].
He60 Hapg MopeM... Ero ermé ¢ camoro geTcTBa BCerjia 3aBOpazkuBajl 3TOT BuM. Ka3anock, IpoTsSHU
PYKY ¥ IparoleHHbIH CBePKAOUIUN KaMellleK OKaXKeTCs B IasbllaX, HO 3BE3[IbI ObITH OECKOHEYHO
MaleKu, TAMHCTBEHHE! U, KOHEYHO, abCOMIOTHO HemocsaraeMbl. OHU CBEPKAIKM, MaHUIIM, HO OBIIH
0eCKOHEYHO HajieKu OT TIIYIBIX TIOICKUX MedTaHui. Baopyr He6o nmepepesan spKuil pocuyepk u Makc
ycMmexnyncs. OH, 3aKycuB ry0y, 3arafgaj xkejlaHue Ha Iafgalomlyio 3Be3ay. ITo OBUT KaKO#-TO
WHCTUHKTUBHBIN [TOPHIB, HATIOMHUBIIKY OETCTBO. BOT TOIBKO T€ MEUTHI CUITBHO OTIMYAIKCh OT
HBIHeIHUX. Ha camoM gese xkeyanue Makca He ObIJT0 KaKMM-TO HECORITOUHBIM. M He Tak yXK OH
CHUJIBHO BEPHUJI BO BCAKHE MMPUMETHl ¥ TOMY I0g00HOe, MPocTo... OH IPOCTO 3arafalt, mOMPOCHII CaM
He 3Has y Koro... EMy HyzHo Obl110 pa3o0paThbcs B cebe, B TOM, YTO TBOPUJIOCH B €0 AYIIE, B
METYLIEMCS CEPALIE.

OH TIOCTOSJI elll€ MUHYT ISITh, BCE TaKXKe TIISAs B HOUHOE HeGo, a TOTOM PeIlIuTeIbHO Pa3BepHYJICS U
HalpaBUJICS B BaHHYIO KOMHATY, IIJIOTHO NIPUKPHIB 3a c000ii ABepb. [I0oKa IpoxiafHble CTPYH BOTEI
CTeKaJld 110 ero Teny, Makc MpOoKPy4uBal Bce COOBITHS, YTO ITPOU3ONUIIHY 3a IOCTIETHUE IIECTh THEH.
A mHY 9TH OBIIH HaCHIIIEHHBIMH.

ApTyp BCE 3TO BpeMsi OB PSIIOM, KaK MPUKIIEEHHBIN, KcYe3as JIMIIbL Ha Yac YTPOM U Iociie obefia.
Ha aT0 BpeMs OH 3aKphIBaJICS B KabuHeTe U paboTa, IPOBOMS BUAEOKOH(DEPEHIIUKU CO CBOMMU
MOAYMHEHHBIMU. MaKC 3HaJI, KaKyio MaxXuHy ApPTyp co3fas 3a 9T rofsl. [IpekpacHo 3Has CeuuuKy
NesTeIbHOCTY TaKUX OOJbINNX GUPM, TOHMMAJ, YTO faXke 3a Pab0ToM 0T/IaXkKeHHOT0 MeXaHu3Ma
HYKHO cliefuTh. Y gaxe Hefens OTABIXa — 3TO He TO, YTO MOXKHO JIeTKO ypBaTh. Ho pagu Hero Aptyp
3TO0 cuenan. M y Hero He moyy4anochk He obpaliaTh Ha 3TO BHUMaHUS.

OHu u B caMoM fiesie OPOAUIIM TI0 TOPOAY, II0 CBOMM JIIOOMMEBEIM CTaphIM MecTaM: HaOepeKHEIM U
IJIsI2KaM, MapKaM, CKBepaM, Kade 1 pecTopaHYMKaM. APTypP pacCKa3biBall pa3Hble HCTOPUH,
CBSI3aHHBIE C UX OOIIMMU 3HAKOMBIMH. MaKC CITyIIaJl ero ¢ KaKUM-TO KaJHbIM HHTepecoM. OH He
YYBCTBOBAJ 0COO0M HOCTANILI'UU 3@ YeM-TO CTAphIM ¥ HEM3MEeHHBEIM, €My HPaBHUJIOCh, YTO XKU3Hb
TeKJIa ¥ pa3BuBanachk. OHa ¥ JOIKHA OBITH TAKOM, HA TO OHA M KM3Hb. YCTOSBIASICS U HE
MEHSIOIIasICs OHa CO BpeMeHeM MOTJIa CTaTh 00510ToM. My TpSICUHOM, U3 KOTOPOM HET BHIXOfIA.
Makcy 6510 XOPOIII0, HO OH HUKOTHA He IIEeIJIAICS 3a IIPOIIIoe, Bceraa rnsans B Oyaymiee. Ero Tak
yuun oTell. A MaTh?.. OHa He CMOTJIa OTIIYCTUTDb CBOE IIPOIIIOE, CaMa 3arHajia CBOIO XKU3Hb B TYIHUK.

OHU MHOTO TOBOPHUIM C APTYPOM BeuepaMu, HHOTIa K HUM IpUCcoeauHsicss Urops. 30pud B 4EM-TO
OCTaJICS TAaKUM e I1eOyTHEIM TOBAPUIIEM, 3aUMEB IIPYU 9TOM COJUIHOCTh, @ MECTAaMH YOUBUTEIHHYIO
CEpLE3HOCTh. MaKca Bceryia YAUBIISAIO B HEM 3TO COUeTaHKe HecouyeTaeMoro. FiMest Takoil XxapakTep,
30puyY IpeKpacHoO CIPABIISAIICS CO CBOUMU 0053aHHOCTSIMH HadabHUKa 0€301aCHOCTH OTPOMHOTO
KOHIlepHa. Takxke ObIIIO COBEPIIEHHO HEYIUBUTEILHO, UYTO KOCTSIKOM €ro KOMaHIHl CTanu pebsTa, ¢
KOTOPBIMU OHM BCE HauyuHAU. [IpOBEPEHHbIE U HalEKHEIE. APTYP BCE 3Ke He 3PS UX BOCITUTHIBAI.

Onu ¢ Kaa maxe yMygpuiauchk mapy pa3 IofpaThcs, Kak B cTaphlie JoOpeie BpeMeHa. OHH pa3 OHU
IIPOBEIIM OOBIYHBINA CIIAPPUHT, CTPEMSICh ITOHSATh, KTO U3 HUX CUJIbHEe. BhIa... HU4bs. A BOT BO
BTOPOM pa3 OHU U B CAMOM [ieJjie IOOPaICh, He COLIeAINCh BO MHeHUAX. ONHAKO BOT 3aKOHYUIIACh
Ta CTHIYKA... TOIETYSIMU 0O UCKYCAHHKIX I'y0 ¥ TeM, YTO MakKc 3amepcs B CBOe! KOMHATe Ha BeCh
CJIeAYIOIIUY OeHb. 3aTO BHIACHUIM MHOTO€, K IIpUMepy, BOIpoc MapuHbl TOLKOM OKa3aicsd TOYHO
3aKpHIT, ¥ HUKTO U3 HUX O0JIbIlle He XOTEJI K HEMY BO3BpalllaThCs. Makc MpeKpacHo TOHUMAJ, YTO
Kaa ero neneHanpaBIeHHO CIIPOBOLIXPOBAJI, YTOOH BHITSHYTh Ha OTKPOBEHHOCThL. 5e3yCcI0BHO OH GBI
IIpaB, HO YIIPSIMCTBO He JaBajio MakcCy 3TO IPU3HATh.

Kaa enBa 11 He KJlelllaM¥ BBITaCKMBAJI U3 HETO HAKOMIUBIIYIOCS 00Uy, HalMyKe KOTOPOU He XKeJajl
IPU3HABATh JaXkKe OH caM. ITH KOTHA-TO 3a0BITHE U B UTOTE He IeperopesIire, a 3a6UBIIAecs B
YTOJIOK CO3HAHHUS OCTAaTKU PEBHOCTH M OOU[IEI, He [aBajld BO3MOXKHOCTH CHEJaTh IIar HU B IIePEN, HU



Ha3af. Makc 3aBHC ITOCepefuHe B CBOUX 4yBCTBaX. OH yIIPSIMO He XOTeJ BO3BpallaThCS Ha3afd U
CHOBa BITIOONISTHECS B APTypa, ¥ He MOT OTPUIIATH TOTO, UTO €ro TSHYJO K Hemy. K aTomy HoBOoMy Kaa,
6onee myopomy, 6oriee omacHoMy, 0ojlee MaHsIIEMY U 60/lee Xapu3MaTUIHOMY, YEM MTPeXKe.

Ero nmepBas meTckas BII0OJIEHHOCTD, €T0 ITepBasi I0HOLIECKas 11000Bb, ero IepPBOe Pa3oyapoBaHue,
ero mnepsas OellleHast CTPACTb, OCTAaBUBILIAS ITyOOKHUY ciiell B Ayine. MHOTHEe CUMTAIOT, YTO IepBas
m060Bb pegKo OBIBAET CYacTINBOM. KTO-TO €€ BCKOpe 3a0bIBaeT U JIUIIL YCMeXaeTCs UPOHUYHO, KTO
KTO-TO TOBOPUT O IIE€PBOI JTF0OBY C BEYHOM TOCKOM. KTO-TO BCE BpeMsi BO3BpaIllaeTCs MBICJIEHHO Ha3ajl
U crpaimuBaeT cebs: «A 4To ecnu OHl...» EIlé pexke KTO-TO MOXKET BEPHYTLCSA K TEM CTaphiM
YyBCTBaM, 0OHOBUTDH UX ¥ CHOBA Pa33Keyb KOCTEP, UTO MOXKET 3alblyIaTh HAMHOTO SpYe, YeM IIpexke.
Takue cnydau HaCTOIBKO PEeKH, YTO UX MOKHO CUUTATh YOadeu.

Makc BBIIIENT U3 BAaHHON B ODHOM OOEPHYTOM BOKPYT OE€ep MOIOTEHIIE, TOCTOSIT TOCPEeIX KOMHATHI,
TUXO MIPUCIYIKUBasCh. [I0TOM BEIIOXHYT U BHIIEN. [[Bepbh B KOMHATy ApTypa Oblna psgoM, HO
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO [0 HE€ KUJIOMETP TPyHHOTo nyTu. Cepple cTamo OUTHCS Yallle, CIOBHO Makcy
IIPEICTOSIIT IPHIZKOK C CaMOT0 BEICOKOT'O ¥ OTIACHOTO yTéca B 6e3HY. PUCKHYTh... UJIK BEPHYTHCS K
ce0e, 0OCTaBUB BCE, KaK €CTh celvac? YKe KOCHYBIIMCh KOHUMKAMY TAJbIEB TBEPHOU PYUYKH, MaKC
BAPYT YCMEXHYJICS U MOMHSII TOJI0BY. EMy BHe3amHo cTano cMelrHo. OH BEN ce0si CTpaHHO, TIYIIO,
TpycnuBo. C KaKUX 3TO IIOP OH CTajl TaKMM HePeIUTeNbHEM? ECu OH cliefiaeT 3TOT IIar, Ha caMoM
leJie HUYero HeloIIpaBUMOro He CyunThCsi. OHU B3POCTILIE JIIONY, & He MaJleHbKUe [eTH, PEIIUBIINe
IIOUTPATh BO B3POCHYIO XKU3Hb. UIMEHHO C TaKMM HacTpoeM MakC ¥ OTKPHII IBEPL B KOMHATY
yeJioBeKa, KOTOPHIM, KaK 3aH03a, TOpYaJsl B eT0 cepAlle U B Mo3raxX. ETo HyKHO OBIJIO UJIM IPUHSTH,
WY BHIIEPHYTh ¥ HABCETla OCTABUTD B IIPOIIJIOM.
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