Makc cMOTpen B OKHO ¥ BCIIOMUHAJ HeflaBHIOI0 Oeceny ¢ ApTypoM KupeeBbiM. TeM caMbIM BeChbMa
HACTBHIPHBIM yXaxkKepoM ObIBIIeH xKeHbl. 2KeHITUHE Yalle BCero o0palaloT BHUMaHUe Ha KPaCHUBYIO
MYKeCTBEHHYIO BHEIITHOCTb, JIOCK 1 00assHuEe MyKYKUHBE. OCOOEHHO KOTla TOT JIOBKO CHITIJIET
KOMIIJIMMEHTaMHU U ogapuBaert 1isetamu. Ho He Bce. C [TomrHON MeTOOBI 3TOTO rocuogrHa Kupeesa
BBI3Ba/IM 00paTHHIHM 3¢ dekT. K ToMy ke, y He€ Bcerfa Obljia IpeKpacHO pa3BUTa IIPECTIOByTas
JKeHCKas HHTyHuIusA. BoT e€ On1u3Kas nofgpyra 3amnasia Ha ApTypa, ¥ caMa Obljla COBCEM He TIPOTHUB
3aKPYTUTh C HUM «pOMaH», HO... Ero uHTepecoBasa HacnegHuia [JEMUHA, ITUIE 00Jiee METTKOTO
II0JIETA He KOTUPOBAJIUChH.

Makc ¢ ymoBOJIBECTBHEM BCIIOMHMII BEIPaXKEeHUE JIUIlAa 3TOTO IETOJIS, KOTAa TOT MOHSJI, YTO B CTUIBHO
oopmiieHHOM CBeTIOM KaOUHETE €ro XKfajla He KpacaBulla 1 6oraTas HacnenHulla [Tonuna [1éMuHa,
a IBOe MYXK4YHH, BO B3TJIsiAaX KOTOPHEIX BOBCe He OBIIO IeHIYbero BOCTOPTra II0 IIOBOAY €r0 IEPCOHHI.
Hapo cka3ats, ApTyp HEIUIOXO gepzKaJsics. [lepBble gecsaTh MUHYT. A IIOCJIe JIOCK CTaJl C HEero Cjie3arTh,
Kak IJIoxXasl Kpacka. Bo3MoxHO, eMy Ha HEPBH B IIePBYI0 OYepeb AelCTBOBala Kpenkas ¢purypa
Pe3HuKoOBa, BO3BHIIIABIIASICS 103aAu MaKca, BOJIbTOTHO YCTPOUBILIETOCS B Kpecyie X035UKKN
kabuHeTa. OH CUfeN, MOJTYal ¥ pacCMaTPUBaJl YeJIoBEKa, YIIOPHO CTPEMUBILIETOCS OXMYPUTH €TI0
OBIBIIIYIO, HO BCE eIIE M00UMYI0 KeHY, eMUHCTBEHHYIO KEHIIHUHY, KOTOPYIO OH BITYCTHUJ B CBOIO
XK13Hb. UTO OB MEXKIYy HUMHU He IPOM30111y10, [TonuHa u et Bcerga OyAyT 3aHUMAaTh YTOJIOK B €T0
cepnue.

— Bel... Makcum ['ycToB? — APTyp HeE BHIAEPKAJ IEPBLIM U CIIPOCUJI HAUTPAHHO CIIOKOMHBIM TOHOM.
Ero B3rnspg ObUT HapsKEHHEIM, HabJTI0faTeIbHOMY YeJI0BeKy PacKphiBasi TO, YTO BHYTPH Y HETro OBII
[ajieKo He TaKOU ILITUJIb, KaK CHApyXH.

— 3HA4uT, CIIpaBKU HaBeCTU yMa XxBaTuio, Pomeo. Monogen, — moka3as CBOM (pUPMEHHBIXA OCKaJl,
yXMBITBHYIICST Makc. OH ynoOHee OTKUHYJICS B KPeciie U MPomosKul: — Hameoch, ApTyp, TH yKe
[orajiasicsi, YTO U MBI HaBenu crpaBku. O Tebe ... 0 TBOUX feflax CKOPOHBIX.

— Her HHYero IIPOTHBO3AaKOHHOI'O B TOM, YTO MHE HPABUTCA TBOSA OBIBIIIAS XKeHa, Makc.

— Xopoto, gaBai 6e3 popmanbHOCTeH. U 101uTh, UrpaTh 5 ¢ ToOoU He Oyny. Ckaxy npsiMmo. Hukro He
TI03BOJIUT Te0e U OIM3KO IOMOUTH K MOEU CEMBeE.

Makc mpekpacHoO 3HaJl, YTO KMEeHHO YBHUIE B TOT MOMEHT B ero rjia3ax rocnonud Kupees. OH TaMm
YBUEII IPUTOBOP. BeposITHO, 110 3TOM MPUYKHE II0 eT0 XOJIEHOMY JIMIY CTajla PACIOI3aThCs
O71€THOCTD, a MaJIbIEl BIEIIHUIKCH B IIOMJIOKOTHHUK Kpecia. [1a, Makc 3Hajl, YTO ero B3TJIsS MOT IyraTh
mopeit. OH BecbMa CMYTHO TIOMHHJI, UTO B €0 KU3HHU ObIJT KOTTIa-TO YeJI0BEK, Yei B3TIsAn Oymopaku
YyBCTBa Jlfofel. HOrma eMy faxe CHUJIUCH YbM-TO SPKHUE TJIa3a I[BeTa SHTaps. He nmuilo, UMEeHHO
rna3a. HaBepHOe, YMCTO UHTYUTHBHO MaKC CTajl MCIIOIh30BaTh TAKOW METOM BIUSHUS Ha
OKPY2KaIOUHX.

CnycTs MUHYT ABaAIaTh IOCye MPHUOBITAS B3MOKIINY rocioguH KrupeeB co CKOPOCTHIO 3ByKa
IOKWHYJ KaOWHET rocrnoxu [1éMUHOM, faxe He BHIIUB Kode, IPUTOTOBIEHHOTO PACTOPOITHOU
aCCHUCTEHTKOM. MakKc, He 0c000 1[EPEMOHSICh, BBIJIOXKUII €My BCE, YTO AyMaJl O €eT0 «poMaHax» U
MeTofie 3apabaThiBaHUS Ha XKU3Hb, BECbMa POCKOIIHYIO XKU3Hb. K TOMYy XKe Npenynpenus, 4To Ipu
00/IbIIIOM KeJTaHWK MOXKHO HalTH I0Ka3aTeIbCTBa TOT'0, YTO MIBE KEeHHI rocrnoguHa Kupeesa He 110
CBO€EH BOJIe OTIIPABUIKCh B MU MHOU. U 9TO, eciiu 3ax04eT caM Makc. A BOT eC/Iu IIPO UHTEPeC
Aptypa y3Haet [Imutpuil [JéMuH, HUKaKoe pacciiefioBaHue He nmoHapobutcs. OTell [ToluHB TPOCTO
no 6e3yMusi oneKaeT JO4Yb ¥ BHYKOB, TaK 4TO TeM 0oJiee He ITO3BOJIUT HUKAKOMY YEJI0BEKY C
COMHUTEJILHOU pelyTallied 3aHsATh MeCTO PSANoM C Hed. Hamocimenok Makc BeICKa3anl Haflexkay, 4YTo
HOBYIO PEIOKY rocronut Kupees OymeT T0BUTH I'ie-HUOYOb faleKo, K IPUMepy, Ha OKeaHCKOM
nmobepexbe ABCTpaIHH.



Korpa Aptyp Kupees ncues 13 mois 3peHUs U ABePh 3a HUM 3aXJIONHYyJ1ach, MaKC 3aKphUI I'1a3a,
Me[IJIEHHO BBIIOXHY U, HAKOHeI], paccnabuics. 3a ero CIMHOM pa3fanuch TUXKe maru. BUkrop cen
Ha [MBaAH U CKa3a:

— TTocrne Geceqpl C 9TUM TUIIOM XOYETCS MOUTH U, KAK MUHUMYM, BEIMBITh PyK#. CKONb3KUI, KaK
yTOPb.

- U xpaiiHe TpycnuBHIH, — moO6aBuI Makc, Tak ¥ He OTKphIBas I71a3. — OH Bcerga BeIOMpPan OUYeHb
OIMHOKMX XKEHIIKH, Jaxke MPOCTO B KAYeCTBe IMPOXOMHOM Mo00BHUIIEL. Tak mporire, Butsa. Hukakux
KOH(IMKTOB C POACTBEHHUKAMHU U COOTBETCTBEHHO HUKAKOTO BIIUSHUS C UX CTOPOHEL. Y HEro 04eHb
IIJTACTAYHBIM YM, OH JIETKO IOACTParuBaeTCs. BepoATHO, OH yMeeT CTAaHOBUTHCS TaKUM, KAKUM €T0
XOTST BUIETh. [I[pOTHB IOCTAaTOYHO CUILHOIO YejloBeKa obasiHue ApTypa He paboTaeT. TOUHO TaKke
OH OXMYPSIJT U CBOUX [EJIOBBLIX MAPTHEPOB. [IpUTBOPSIICS TaKUM, KaKUM €T0 XOTEJIX BUOETh.

— ThI 3aaBUI €r0 CBOUM <<0685{HI/IeM>>, — XMBIKHYJT BI/IKTOp.

— C HUM C caMOro HayaJsla HyKHO OBIJIO B3SITh TaKOM croco0 o0iieHus. BeIOUTE ero u3 mobpoi
IPUBLIYHOM 00CTaHOBKHM, KOTHA OH Y3HAET O IleIu 3apaHee u u3bupaer... MacKy. OH 3HaJ, 4TO g
IOPUCT ¥ OBIBIINIA TAaHUIOP, MapTHEP [TonuHLL. ITO TO, UTO BCerpa ObIo Ha BUAY. [IOMHUIIb €T0
BBIpaKeHUe JUIa U HaCTPOeHue, KOTJa OH IOHSJI, KTO UMEHHO Ha3Ha4ul eMy paHfAeBy. TOIbKO
CITyCTSI TTapy MUHYT APTYp cTas 0ecroKouThCs. BcTpeya moiina He 10 ero cieHapuio. O opyrou
CTOPOHE MOe€M XKU3HU U IMYHOCTU 3HAIOT HeMHOTHE. To, 4TO «HEPHBIM MaHTyCT» MIPUHAMJIEXKUT MHE
¥ M3HadabHO OBIJT MOEY Haeel 3HAeT ellé MeHbIlle Hapofy.

— Te, KTO 3HaeT, IPeANoYUTaeT He 00ITaTh. 3Haellb, MHOTO JIET Ha3a/ Thl TOKA3aJICsI MHE ITPOCTO
XOPOIIUM HapHeM. M KTo OBl 3HaJI, YTO MO MHUJION BHEIITHOCTBIO MPSYETCS XUITHUK.

- XKamneerts, uTo momo6panu Torma MeHs Ha mopore? — Makc JIEeHWBO IIPUOTKPHII T/la3a U OMaCHON
CHHEeBOM IIecHy ] Ha Pe3aHnkoBa. Ho TOT B OTBET TOIBKO YCMEXHYJICS U ITOKA4asl TOJIOBOM.

— Ecnu 651 He mpuxoTh [ToMMHKY, BO3MOXKHO, HAC C Hel cedac He OblIo OBl B JKUBHIX. Tebst HaM
1ocian KTo-To CcBHIIEe, Makc. He 3Haio, 4TO ¢ To0OOM MPOM30IIIO U TOYEMY Tl He XO4Yelllb... He
MOXKEIITb BCIIOMHUTb HUYET0 U3 CBOETO MPOIIIOTo, HO... MHEe IM0YeMy-TO X04eTCs, YTOOB! Thl BCE
BCOMHMII. CunTay, 4TO 3TO MO MHTyULMs. Korfga He pa3 momagaellb Iof Ipulles rocnoxu CMepTy,
a s He pa3s momafasl Iof Hero, MOSIBIsSeTCS He4TO BPOoae IPeauyyBCTBUA. MHe KaXeTCs... aBHO
KayKeTCs, YTO eCJIM TBOS ITaMATh BEHIHBIPHET U3 HEOBITHS, TEL... ITO U3MEHUT TBOIO XKM3Hb. MOXKeT,
HaKOHeI], 3all0JIHUTCS TBOS IIyCTOTA.

— Ila THI CETOMHS CEHTUMEHTaJeH, MO} CTaphii ApyT. { maBHO 3a6pOCUII IIOMBITKA YTO-TO BCIIOMHUTS.
He mano, HaBepHOe. A MOXKeT, ¥ BOBCE He HYXKHO YTO-TO BCIIOMUHATh. Y MEeHS €CThb APY3bsi, CEMb4,
mobumas padoTa. Y MHOTHX ¥ 3TOTO HET. A MPOIIas Xu3Hb?.. [IyCcTh 0CTAa€TCst TaM, Tlie OHA
cupsitanack. Xots... UMt ApTyp 4TO-TO B30anaMyTusio Bo MHe. Ho... 3TOT YeslIoBEK BhI3Basl TOIBKO
YYBCTBO OpPe3rnuBOCTHU. M G0Jbllle HUYETO.

— MoxeT, oH BCE ke Tebe KOro-TO HallOMHUJI?
— Hert. Hukakux 6osblie accoumanuii. TOIBKO UM,
— XKaib.

— Ilyctoe, — oTMaxHyJCcs Makc 1 pe3Bo BCTall U3 Kpecya. [1ofomeén K fuBaHy, CyHyN PYKX B KapMaHBb
OpIOK ¥ CBBICOKA YCTABHWJICA Ha Apyra. — Thl XKe MHe CerofHsI KOMIAHUI0 COCTaBUILL?



— A 10, - XxMBIKHYJT Pe3HUKOB. — [[eHb poxkpaeHus [1oUHB HUKaK HeJb3s IPOMyCTUTh. [logapok yxe
IIPUTOTOBUII?

— KoneuHo. ITpuiinoch moruckaTh HEUTO... UHTepPeCcHoe. Llernmoyka ¢ KyJIOHOM B BUMIE€ BETKU CHPEHHU, K
Hel KONbo. M35I1IHO ¥ CTUIBHO, Kak moout ITonuHa. [IpencraBmisels, s HAIen Takoxd Habop. OH
MHe ITIOHPAaBUJICS, HO 5 PEIINI HEMHOTO ITOAYMaTh. BhIIIeN U3 I0BeIUPKY BHIIUTH Kode u mogyMaTs. U
IIOKa §1 myMaJl, KTO-TO YCIIeJl CEPbI'M BHIKYNIUTh. 3a KaKUX-TO YeTBePTh 4yaca, Butsa! UMenHo ceprru!
He Bech Habop. Komnmekius coenala 9KCKIIIO3UBHO, HO 5T HAJleI0Ch JOTOBOPUTHCS C aBTOPOM U BCE Ke
IIOOapUTh CEPHIH MTO3XKeE.

— Torpga mo Beuepa, a ... TyT oKa mocuxy. Kode momsio.

Ha nocnepHioo pennuKy Makc TONIBKO YXMBIIbHYICS. [la, fa, KoHe4YHO. TonbKo Kode. CT0BHO HUKTO
U He JoTafibIBaJICs, YTO BUKTOP Pe3HMKOB MOJI0KUII T'71a3 Ha acCUCTeHTKY [Tonuubl. OHa Oblyia HE
TOJILKO BECbMa CUMIIaTUYHOMU, HO ell[é ¥ BecbMa UHTepeCcHOou oco0oii. Eciu 651 MakCcy HpaBUIUChH
MOJIOJIbIe XOPOIIIeHbKYE XKEHIIUHEI, OH OBl TOXKE 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS, HO... MelaTh CTapoMy APYTY OH B
mo6oM ciydae He coOuparcs.
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