— Korénok? OTKyma TyT KOTEHOK? Pa3Be B 9TOM parioHe BOOOIIE OBITY KOIIKN?

[Toxoxke, Marga Toxe 3aMeTusa MaJiblllla ¥ YOUBJIEHHO TPoO0OpPMOTasla 3TO BCIIYX.

[Toxa fBOe MIOfEl HelOyMeBaslu M3-3a HEOKHUOAHHOW BCTPeYH, KOTEHOK, CEMEeHS KPOIIeYHEIMU
JamKaMu, yxe mobpacs go caMmbix Hor PyaHa. TOT omycTusics Ha KOPTOYKYM ¥ BHUMATEIBLHO
OCMOTpEJI TOSBUBIINICS CIIOBHO U3 HUOTKYNa YEPHBIM MYIIUCTHY KOMOY€EK, KOTOPHIY BLETIHIICS €My
B OOTHHOK.

I[To pa3Mepy ¥ Pa3BUTHIO KOTEHKY OBIIO IIPUMEPHO IIeCTh Hefenlb. HeMHOro Ipsi3HbIiM, HO IBHO He
UCTOIIEHHBIN. [T0X0XKe, MO CHUX IOP 0 HEM 3a00TUNIHUCh MO0 MaTh, MO0 JTIOIH.

— W nmoyeMy OH BOPYT TYT OOUH?..

PyaHn ormnspmesncs, IEITAsICh MOHSATh, HET JIU IOGIU30CTH KOIIKHU-MAaTepU UK X03ssuHa. HO CKOJIbKO HU
CMOTPEN — PSIIOM OBbLIM TOJBKO OH, Marfa ¥ 3TOT HEM3BECTHO OTKY/a B3SIBIIUMCS MaJIbIIIL.

B sToT MmoMeHT Marpma Impuceja psagoM C HUM.

— Hwuuero cebe, Kakoit Kporneynsiir! OH 94TO, COBCEM OJUH?

— [Toxoxe Ha TO.

— BenmHsxkka... 91, MaJIbIll, I'Me TBOSI MaMa, a?

Marpa ye MOTSHYIacCh K KOTEHKY, HO PyaH ITOCTIEIIIHO OCTAHOBUII €€:

— CecTpa, nogoxnau. Ecnu MaTh psigoM, JIydille TIOKa ero He TporaTh.

Marpa cpa3y yoparna pyky.

— A... myMaenib, eciy OH OyOeT MaxXHyTh YeJI0BEKOM, MaTh MOXKET €Tr0 OTBEPTHYTh?

— Takoe Toxke OBIBaeT.

Pyan kuBHYyN, 1 Marga HaxMypuiacs:

— Torma oCTaBUTh KakK eCTh? Ho MOXKHO /I ero BOT TaK OGHOT0?.. XOPOIIIO XOTh CeHYac He 3uMa.



PyaH Toxe mogymar, 4To moBe3no. Ceiyac OB He TOT XOJIOM, KOTAa Jaxe B ITOMEIIeHUH MOXKHO
3aMep3HyTh. OH BCTIOMHUJI, KAK COBETYIOT IIOCTYNaTh, €CNTM HaXOOUIIlb, Cys II0 BCEMY, TOMAIITHETO
KOTEHKa.

— HaBepHoe... CHadaJia CTOUT IOCIIPAIIXBATD JTI0fel M06IM30CTH ¥ IOCMOTPETh, He IPUAET JIH 3a
HUM MarTb.

Ila, KOTEHOK BBITJISIZE] 3OPOBBIM, TaK UTO ITOKA 3TO OBII JIYYIINI BapUaHT.

PyaH yYXe COGI/IpaHCH IMOOHATBHCA, PA3MBIIIIASA, C KOT'O HA4YdTh PACCIIPOCHI.

W TyT KOTEHOK, CJIOBHO ITOYYBCTBOBAB, YTO OH YXOIUT, IIepecTasl TepeOuTh KOKaHHIM PEMEIIOK Ha ero
OOTHHKE U TTOOHSII TOJIOBY.

WX B3rmsagbl BCTPETUTHUCE.

Pyan Ha MTHOBeHUE 3aMep, TTISAs B 9TU O0/bIlre, KPyTiible Ta3a. M3-3a MOTHOCTEI0 YEPHOU IIePCTH
M KPOIIIEYHOT0 pa3Mepa OH cpa3y He 3aMeTuJI, HO BOIM3U KOTEHOK BHITJIAEN YAUBUTEILHO. ..
CephE3HBIM. [laxke BETMUECTBEHHBIM — COBCEM HeE TO-IE€TCKH.

Mtzicnb Pyana pe3ko o6opBasnace.

CephE3HBIN... BEJIMYECTBEHHEIN?..

«4T0-TO 3TO... IIOJO3PUTEJIBHO 3HAaKOMEIE CJIOBA».

PyaH PaCCeaHHO MOPTHYII U BOAPYT BHUMATEJIbHO OT'JIAOe]l KOTEHKA, CJIOBHO CKaHUDPYA €Tr0 B3rIda0oM.

[ToyTHOCTRIO YEPHAS IIEPCTh, HU €AUHOTO0 ISATHHIIIKA.

ImuHHAs, MYIMIKXCTas, emé mMoxXoxkas Ha MyX ONyBaHYMKa, HO yKe SBHO BRIHAIOIIAs OymyIero
IJIMHHOIIEPCTHOTO KOTa.

W 3TOT POTHK, CIOXKEHHBIH OYKBOM «[]», IPU TOM YTO BHIpaXKEHUE MOPHOOUYKHU IT0YEMY-TO Ka3ajIoCh

CTpOrumM, CepbéSHbIM " IaXXe BEJINYECTBEHHEIM.

['ma3a y Masblia noka OBUIM TOIyOBIME, HO BCE-TaKU OH €II€ COBceM MasieHbKul. Ho ecnu He
CYUTaTh ITOr0, KaXkaas AeTallb yIUBUTEIBHO HAlIOMUHAJIa OOHOTO BIIOJIHE KOHKPETHOTO KOTa,
KoToporo PyaH 3Hai.

u TYT OH HAaKOHeII IIOHAJI, OTKyIa B34JIOChk 3TO YYBCTBO OJEZKaABIO.



ME&IC/Ib CaMa copBasnach ¢ ero ry6:

— OH... KaxeTcs, noxoX Ha Ero CeeTnocCTs.

— ...4t0? YTo THI CKa3amn?

Pyan coBceM 3a0blJ1, UTO PSIIOM CTOUT CECTPA, Y KOTOPOM CIIyX Kyfa JIydille, YeM y OOBIYHBIX JIIOMEH.

[Tocne maTepu, KoTopas obpalllajach C BIIOJIHE B3POCIBIM MyKYHUHOM KaK C caxapHOul (PUTYPKOH,
Marpa Teneps Habmonana Miafero 6paTa, CpaBHUBAIOIIET0 CYPOBOTO BEJIMKOI0O Tepliora ceBepa ¢
KOTEHKOM — U BCEPhE3 YCOMHUIIACH B CBOEM CITyXe€.

«f Bempb He OCMHIIIanach?.. 4 u Tak AOyMadlla, YTO Y HEeTO CTPaHHBI€ BKYCHI, KOT'ld OH IIOCTOAHHO
TOBOPHUIJI, KaK €My HPABUTCA I'ePIor, HO 3TO YXKe... Her, BCEMY XK€ eCThb IIpenerl. Kak MOXHO CPABHUTH
9TOIr'0 KPOIIE€YHOIr0 YMCTEHEKOT'0 MaJIkbIlla C...»

OHa nmrobuna nopgpa3HuBaTh BIIOOIEHHOT0 MiIafniero 6para, HO BEIC/IYIIKBATh OTKPOBEHHYIO YENyXy
He BXOOHUJIO B €€ IIJIaHHI.

Opuako PyaH, IOTHOCTBIO 3aXBaueHHBIN HEOXKUIAHHBIM OTKPHITUEM, laXKe He 3aMeTus, KaKuM
B3TJISIAOM OHA Ha HETO CMOTPHT.

OH HEOTPHIBHO YCTaBUJICS Ha KOTEHKA Yy CBOMX HOT. KOTEHOK XKe, B CBOIO OUYepefib, CEPE3HO U C
IOCTOMHCTBOM CMOTPEJI IIPSIMO Ha HETO.

KpOH_IeT-IHaH MymIrucCTas rpyab ropao BHIIIAYEHA, XBOCT, TOHKHUH U OCTpBIIZ, CJIOBHO Me}K3Y6HaH H_IéTKa,
BBICOKO ITOOHAT.

Bor 9Ta BaxHas, caMOfoBOJIbHAS I1034...

— Her... 9T0 yKe He IPOCTO «I10X0K». OH IIPOCTO BBHITUTHIMU.

— [To-MoeMy, 3TO He y KOTEHKA CXOACTBO, a Y Tebsi mpoOIeMbl CO 3pEHUEM.

Ho Bo3MyIIEHHBIH roj1oc Marbl BHOBL HE IOCTUT €T0 yIlel. PyaH yxe YIIEN B CBOM MBICIIH.

Korpa-To, y3HaB 0 Baccasie, IpefaBLIeM Tepliora, OH [OJIT0 3JIUJICS HA TOTO HETOASS U JKaJlell, 4To He
BHUJIEJ repliora B eTCTBe. Torga OH Jake IIHITAJICS MPEACTABUTh €T0 MaJ€HbKUM: YEPHOTO
IYLINCTOTO KOTEHKA.

Y ceiiyac... 3TOT HEU3BECTHO OTKY/Ia B3SBIIMUCS MaJIbIII OBIJT IOUYTH TOYHOM KOIKel Toro o0pasa,



KOTOpBIfI PyaH TOT'da HapHCOBaAJl B CBOEM B006pa}KeHI/II/I. HacTonpKo, 94TO MOXKHO Ob110 ORI TIIOBEPHUTEL B
POOCTBO.

PyaH CITIOKOMHO pacCyKpaat mpo ceos.

«Y mpekHero repuora ObIUT TOJTBKO OOUH PeGEHOK... ¥ OH JaBHO YMep.»

3HAYUT, 3TOT KOTEHOK HHUKaK He MOT OBITh MIIaIIIUM 6paTOM WIIY IIJIEMAHHHUKOM Iepiora.

Ha TEPPUTOPHUH, T'Ie TEPHOT HE TEPIIEJI JPYI'UX KOIIEK, BHE3aIIHO IIOABIIAETCA HOBBIM KOT. U He
IIPOCTO KOT, a MaJIbII, II0JO3PUTEIILHO MIOXO0XKMIM Ha HETO CaMoro.

B ronose PyaHa MEJIbKHYJIa MBICJIb, KOTOPAA PAHbIIE €My JaXKe He ITPUXOOUIIA.

«Heyxenu 3T0T KOT...»

— OH 4TO, U3MEHUJI MHE?..

— 21! Twi BooO1ie o uéMm ceryac?!

OTHpaBI/IB Marny, KOTOpPasA CMOTpPeEJIa Ha HETO CaMBIM CTPAHHBEIM B3TJIAO0M 3d BCE BpeMsd ux
3HaKOMCTBa, PyaH IIOCIIEIINI B KaOHUHET repoora.

X X X

2KénThie rimasa repuora MeajIeHHO CKOJIb3HYJIX [0 HEOXUIAHHON KapTHHEe: BHE3AIIHO BOPBABIIMICS B
KaOMHET BO3/II00/IeHHEIN,

YEPHBIM MyIMUCTEIA KOMOK, IPSYYIIUICS 3a €r0 HOTOM U e[Ba BEICOBHIBAIOLINY KPYTJIYIO T'OJIOBY,

¥ CHOBa — caMm PyaH.

Pyan 3aTaun gbIxaHHE U BHUMATEINIBHO CIIEIUT 3a JIMIIOM Teplora, KOTOPHIH IIePeBOIU B3TIIS/ TO Ha
Hero, TO Ha KOTEHKa.

Ho reptor, oka3aBiuch nepen PyaHoM u MMOOO3pUTEIBHO ITOX0XKUM Ha ce0s1 KOTEHKOM, He CIIeIIn
4yTO0-1160 TOBOPUTH. BMecTo 00bsICHEHUN OH NUIIL MOJTYa CMOTpel Ha PyaHa.

Me}K;[y HUMH TIOBHCJIA TSXKEas THIIMHA.

[Tpo1I0 HECKOIBKO HOITUX CEKYH]I.



HakoHer cTporu#l, BETUYECTBEHHBIN ¥ CEPhE3HBIN TePLOT OTKPHIT POT:

— 3TO THI €T0 POOUI?

T'omnoc IIPpO3ByYdaJl HACTOJIBKO Cepbé3HO, 49To PyaH MTI'HOBEHHO 0T6pOCI/IH HeOaBHIOIO T'UIIOTE3Y.

«Hy, 3HaYUT, TOYHO HE U3MEHa.»

B mocnenHee BpeMs Teplor CTajl TOPas3do dalre 00IIAThCs C KUTEISIMH 3aMKa |, I0X0XKe, TeIephb
maxke Hay4duIcs ITyTUTh. XOTH... BCE-TaKu BCeMy ecTh mpemet. Tonbko uTo PyaH HepBHUYAT, a
TeIepb BCE HAIPSIXKeHHe IPOCTO PACCHIIAIOCh.

OH TsAKeNo BBEIOOXHYII X OIIyCTHII IIJIEYH.

Ecnu yecTHO, MEICIL 00 H3MEHE OH M CaM BCEpPhE3 He paccMaTpuBall. ['epiior OblI HEBEPOSITHO
HaJEKHBIM ITaPTHEPOM, B YeJIOBEUYECKOM CMEICTIE, @ He KOIllaybeM. PyaH JOBEpSI ero YyBCTBaM.

[TpocTo KOTEHOK OBITT HACTOJILKO ITOX03K HA HETO, UTO PyaH pelut: MOXKeT, TePIOr 3HaeT, OTKyAa TOT
B3s1JICS. IMEHHO [T03TOMY OH U NIPUTALINII Masibiiia ciofa. Ho, cynst mo aToit abcypaHoil mIyTKe,
Teplor ToXe BU[EJI eT0 BIIEPBHIE.

K TOMY XK€, IIOKad OHHU IIJIX CI0Od4d, MaTh KOTEHKA TakK M He mosBuiack. Ecnu Jaxe repuor Hu4ero He
3HAeT, OTKyOa BOO6U.I€ B3SJICS 3TOT MAJIBIIII?..

— M=l Beib BCE BpeMsi OBIJTA BMECTE... KOTTIa XK€ THI YCIIeNI ero poauTh? f HU4ero He 3aMeTHII.

OTKyna Xke OH...

— Cyqsd 1o Bupny, eMy yXe Hefielb IeCTh. 3HAYUT, €CJIM ITOCYKUTATh, TO IIECTh Heflelb Ha3af...

PyaH MEeOJIEHHO IIOOHA B3TJIAL.

[epror, Kak Bcerga ¢ abCOMIOTHO CEPhE3HBIM JIUIIOM, NEUCTBUTEILHO CYUTANT HATHI.

[ToueMy oH Tak cepr€3eH?.. UTO OH BOOOIIE BITAETCS BHICUUTATE?..

9T0... He myTKa?

PyaH HECKOJIbKO pa3 6e33ByYHO OTKPHLT U 3aKPHLT POT, @ TOTOM OCTOPOXKHO IIPOU3HEC:



— Bama CBeTnocTs... 41 BooOI11E-TO MyXK4YKWHaA. Her, cTor1... 3TO U3-3a TOro, 4TO A BCTpPEYaloCh C
KOTOM, Y Me€HSA yXKe CJIOBA IIYyTAIOTCA. B mo6om ClIydae — 4 He MOT'y pO2XKaThb.

[eprior mMOMHSII HAa HET'O B3TJISA ¥ CIIOKOWHO OTBETHII:

— Ho MbI Begp menany 3T0 OCTATOYHO, YTOOHI IIOSIBJIEHHE I[eTéHbII.Ha He BRITJIAOEJI0O CTPAHHBIM.

Pyan ycraBuics Ha Hero.

«IToueMy MO KOT Cedyac HECET TAKyIO UyIIb?..»
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