YecTHO TOBOPsI, PyaH u caM He MOT CKa3aTh, YTO NMOMOOHEIE MEICIIM COBCEM HE IIPUXOJUIN eMy B
TOJIOBY.

A nMeHHO: «{ moman B I0r0BO 683YMLIGB, d TYT KaK-TO ITIOOJO3PUTEJIbHO TUXO...»

[TpaBpma, ¢ KAKOr0-TO MOMEHTa €r0 BHUMaHUe IOJIHOCThIO IIEPEKIIOYUIIOCh Ha ITIePEMEHH B TEPLIOTE, U
€My CTaJIo He [0 Apyrux Meiciei... Ho emié npu oTre3ne u3 PeltHKe PyaH mOBOJIBHO CHUTIBHO
nepexkrBall U3-3a 3TOM ITOE3[KU B CTOJIUILY.

Kak-HuKak, cTonuia Oblja rIaBHEIM MecToM fencTBust «Jlerenm Ummepuu Cupax», poMaHa,
TIOBECTBYIOIIETO 0 Yepene KaTacTpod, yCTPpoeHHEIX Oe3ymiiaMu. Pa3Be MOXKHO OBIIIO 0XKHUOATh, YTO
moe3aKa B Io00HOe MeCTO IPOUAET 0e3 MPOKCIIeCTBYH ?

Ila elré u Be3TH B 3TO MECTO, KHIIalee IICUXaMu, KoTa. Kak TyT He BoimHOBAThCS? C 3TUMHU
TpeBoraMu PyaH ¥ OTIPABUIICS B CTOJIHILY.

Ho Korga oHu HaKOHeIl IPHUOBIIH... BCE 0Ka3al0Ch Ha YOUBJIEHNUE CIIOKOMHO.

CDoanep, KOTOpOTro PyaH 0c0060 OIlaCaJiCsd, TaK M He MIPEAIIPUHA HUYEero mogo3pruTeJIbHOT' 0.
BepOHTHO, YBUOEB, YTO I'ePLOr HE IIPOABIIAET HU 2KaXKbI BJIaCTH, HU JaXXe HEeIPUA3HU K HEMY, OH
IIPOCTO YOOBIIETBOPUJICA 3TUM MU OCTAJICA B CTOPOHE.

KoHeuHO, OH HCII0/Ib30BaJl BHUMaHHE, 00pallléHHOe Ha repiiora, YToOL YKPEIIUTh CBOH aBTOPUTET
KaK «MOHapxa, KOTOPOMY TOT IIPUCSTHYJ Ha BEPHOCTh» B «MOHapPXa, CIIOCOOHOTO OMHUM CJIOBOM
BEI3BATh €ro K cebex...

Ho aTuM BCE ¥ OTPaHUYHUIIOCH.

He OBI70 gaxke HaMEKa Ha XKeJlaHWe TPUYMHUTD Bpe[ repliory uiu PefiHKe.

JZ[a " OCTaJIbHBI€ aPHUCTOKPATEI CTOJIMITEI BEJIN cebs Tak xke. X BHUMaHUe K repoory OBIIIO
YPpE3MEPHBIM, HO HUKTO HE IIPOSABIIAI Bpa}KI[e6HOCTI/I.

IIHU, KOTOpBIE MONKHbI OBIJTA OBITH ITOJIHBI ONTACHOCTEM, IIJIM OOWH 3a OPYTUM, ¥ HUYTO He Hapyllao
X MUPHOT'O TE@UEHHUS.

HacTonmbko MUPHOTO, YTO TJIaBHOM 3a00Toi PyaHa BO BpeMs CTOJIMYHOT'0 BU3UTA CTAIM HE OBOPLIOBLIE
WHTPUTH, a... U3MEeHEeHUs, IPOUCXOOUBIINE B TepPIOTe.

[Tocne Takux gHei PyaH, 3HaBmmi 0 6e3ymcTBax us «Jlereng Umnepun Cupax», HEBOIBHO
3afyMascs:



«[Taxe ecnu MapKu3 JJIeHPOT OeUCTBUTENIbHO ocTaparcs... Ho Bemb 9To ke yoroso 6e3ymiies! U
BAPYT HUYETO HE TIPOUCXOOUT?!»

KoHeuHO, OH TyT K€ 0CO3HaJI, YTO IPOU3HEC UTO-TO Bpoae «Heyxkenu Mbl mobegunu?» — dpasy, 3a
KOTOPOM OOBIYHO CIefyeT KaTacTpoda, ¥ IOCIIEIINIT BHIKUHYTh 3TO M3 T'OJIOBHL.

Tak unu vHa4e, BpeMs peObIBAHUS B CTOIUIIE MTOAXOMUIO0 K KOHITY.

Bce mpuéMEI, ayIueHINU 1 IpyTrue opuilnaabHble MePOIPUSITHS, BRI3HIBABIINE HaUOOBINYI0 TPEBOTY,
3aBepUIMIKCh 6€3 IPOUCIIECTBUM.

Y xorpa yzke MOXKHO ObIJI0 HEMHOT'O paccinabuThCs. ..

Bort Torga-To 3TO M IIPOM30IIIIO.

«Cepbé3Ho... ceriyac? B Takoi MoMeHT? Y UMEHHO TaK?»

PyaH CMOTPEJI Ha MY2KYHUHY, CUOEBIIEr0 HAIIPDOTUB HETO.

— Twt — coBeTHUK Benukoro I'epuiora Pelinke?

KpacuBoe, maxe u3sHoe U0, KOTOPOMY G0JIbIIIe TIOOIIIO OB CJIOBO «IIPEKPACHBIN», HEXKEIU
«KpaCHUBHIN», IIIMHHLIM IIpaM, llepeceKarouil MEKY, U KpacHbIe r1a3a. [laxe B 3TOM IIECTPOM MHUPe
PyaH HUKOrga He BUMEN TaKUX IPKO-KPaCHHIX I'Jias.

C 3TUM 4eJI0BEKOM, BHEIITHOCTh KOTOPOI'0O HEBO3MOZKHO 3a0kITh, PyaH He OBbLI 3HAKOM Iu4YHO. Ho 3TO
HEe 03Ha4aJIOo, 4YTO OH He 3HaJI, KTO 3TO.

EMy YZ&Ke JOBOOUIIOCH BCTPEYATh OIMKMCAaHKE 3TOT0 YEJIOBEKa.

OpnHoro 13 1eHTpaIbHEIX epcoHaxen «Jlereny Mmnepuu Cupax».

He3akoHHOPOXOEHHOTO peOEHKA, POIUBIIET0CS B IOMEe repiiora beTTrHa 1 C MaslbIX JeT
CYMTABIIETOCS OIHUOKOM MIPUPOIHL.

ManbyrKa, IOIBEPraBIIerocs: H3NeBaTeIbCTBAaM 1 BEIPOCIIEr0 B IPEe3PEHUH U OMUHOYECTBE, ITOKa
OfHaXMOH eMy He BCTpeTunach Jlynsa — OernsiHKa, CKpbiBalomiascs oT obkepa.

BriepBrie B XXHM3HU OH YBU[IEJN HEUTO OCJIENMUTENbHOe. JIyn3a, HecMOTpPSI Ha 6e3HafiéKHOe MOJI0XKEHNUE,
C IOCTOMHCTBOM I'OBOPHJIA O CBOeH 00BU U YyBCTBe oira K Cupaxy, u Kisiach 110001 11eHON
BEPHYTH CBOIO IIPEKPACHYI0 CTPaHy U3 PYK BParos.



Huuero He xemas st ce0si, TPUBLIKIIKH JIUIIb TEPIETh, OH CHelan eé MeuTy cBoel. M, Hu pa3y B
JKW3HYU He MOOUBIINCH HUYETOo MJisi cebsi, ObIT TOTOB CHOEeaTh [AJ He€ BCE, YTO YrOOHO.

Ho B utore, korga JIynsa o0bsiBUIa 0 CBafbbe ¢ HacaegHbIM puHIieM CBITOM MMnepuu u
HaMepeHUU MOKMHYTh CUpax, OH Pellnsi, YTO OHa OTKA3hIBAeTCs OT BCETO M3-3a ero cj1abocTu.

A 3aTeM... OXBaY€HHBIH NTPeaTeIbCTBOM U UyBCTBOM OECCHUINS, OH MOTPY3UJICS BO TbMY. Pagy Cuthl
OH TIePeCTyIuJ Yepe3 BCE, MPOJIUII PeKH KPOBU U B KOHIE KOHIIOB 0TOOPAJ BlIacTh Y CEMbU, KOTOpas
Myuwniia ero. XoTs BHEIIHe OH CTajl BepHHIM 11coMm QobKepa, Ha fefie OH OellleHbIN MEC, TOTOBLIN B
1060 MOMEHT BIEMTUTLCS EMY B TJIOTKY, €CJIM TOTO TIOMPOCUT JIyu3a.

Beasymerr cpenu 6e3yMiieB, OOUH U3 CAMBIX CTPAIIHLIX TepcoHaxkel «Jlerenn Mmnepuu Cupax»...

Padasns beTTus.

«Ha yx...»

«41 elmré ymuBIsIICS, TIOYEMY ero He BUOHO...»

«OKa3bIBa€TCS, OH IIPOCTO KOAJT IMTOAXOASIIET0 MOMEHTA, YTOOH YOapUTh B CIIUHY.»

Ot cTOMNb HeNenoW cuTyauuu nuno PyaHa 3acTeino. Padasnb, KOTOPHIA, CKPECTUB PYKH,
paccnabieHHO OTKMHYJICA Ha CIIMHKY Kpecya, BUOUMO, UCTOJIKOBAJI 3TO II0-CBOEMY U CKa3all:

— He cTouTt Tak BonHOBaThCS. f HU4Uero Tebe He caesnai. [IpocTo BhI3Bas Te0s, IOTOMY YTO MHE KOe-
YTO UHTEPECHO.

OOBIYHBIE JTIONK HEe HAa3hIBAIOT «BBI30BOM» CUTYAllMI0, KOTHOA KOTO-TO BHE3AITHO XBATAIOT Ha yIIUIIe U
TallaT KyJaa-To. ITO Ha3bIBAeTCS «IIOXUIIEHUE».

O1mesIoMIEHHEM TaKMM OTCYTCTBHEM JIOTHKHM, PyaH BOPYT BCIIOMHMII, 4TO feJiajl 3TOT YeJI0BEeK B
poMase.

«ToyHo. B KHUTe OH Be[b TOXKe noxuiuan Jlyusy.»

Korpa HEekKoTOpoe BpeMd crnycTd Jlyn3a pa3Bs3aja BOMHY, MOKJISIBIINCh BEPHYTh UMIIEepUIo U Ka3HUTh
®omnbpkepa, Padasnb xKman, 4To OHa, KOHEYHO XKe, IIEePBBIM [eJIoM 00paTUTCS K HEMY, yKe
HaOpaBIIEMY CHITY.

Ho xorma eMy moKa3aioch, YTO OHa 3a0blIa 0 HEM, ero pa3yM nomyTtuncs. OH moxutun Jyusy,
KOTOpPas 13-3a IPeaTeIbCTBa ABOPSH Momaa B mieH K Oonbkepy.



U, urHopupys sipocTh QPonbKepa, MUIIUBIIET0CS IIJIEHHUIIL, YCTPOUJI CLIEHY Tepe[ «IIpefaBIIei» ero
JIyn3ou.

«OH 4TO, CEpUUHBIN TOXUTUTEIH?»

XOTs Ierno He TOIBKO B 3TOM.

«YTo emy BooOIIIEe TTOHAMOOUIOCH OT MEHSI, ECJTH 5T TPOCTO ITOKYIAJ XKapeHYI0 YTKY [AJIS KOTa U
CIIOKOMHO IIEJ TOMOI?»

U rmaBHOe...

«[ToueMy uMeHHO ceiyac?»

PyaH Kak pa3 TOJIbKO 0CO3HaJl CBOM YYBCTBA K repiory. HemoHsITHO, KaK Tak BHIIIIO, HO TeIepb
HUKaKHe OTTOBOPKM BPOIeE «OH XKe KOT» yXKe He paboranu. Ero ceppile OBIIO IEPETIOTHEHO.

YacTs ero, kpuuarias «Ho oH 3Ke MUIBIN KOTUK, KOTOPOTO ST THUCKaJl... Pa3Be Tak MOXHO?!» Gblyia
3arjylieHa Apyrod 4acThio, opaBiiei «Thl caM Torga c6exas OT Hero, 60sICh MOAAAThCS UHCTUHKTAM.
ThI y2Ke TOrfia MOoYyBCTBOBAJI BleYeHHeE. A elle Thl IIPOCTO He MOT BEIHECTH MBICJIH, YTO OH 2KEHHUTCS
Ha ppyroii! Hy u dero 1ol Teneps? CIUIIKOM ITO30HO TENEPh AelaTh BUM, YTO TH B 3ApaBOM yMe!»

PyaHn, KoTopHI# u3beras repiora Bo BpeMst 6pavyHoro mepuona, 60sCh, YTO UX OTHOIIEHUS
paspymaTrcs u3-3a 0eCUyBCTBEHHBIX TPUKOCHOBEHUH, TETIEPE...

IToHs, 4TO IIOOUT ero.

A ecnu Tax...

Kakoro uépra OH CUOMT 3[eCh, €CITH TePI[OT MOXKET B JII00YI0 MUHYTY 3aKITIOUUTh
OWHACTUYEeCKu Opak?

Ecnu ero moOUMEBIN YeJI0BEK JKEHUTCS Ha KOM-TO IPYTOM, KaK BOOOIIe OH CMOXKET OCTaThCs PSIAOM?

[Tytu Ha3ay He OBIIO.

OcTaBarcs UIlb OMWH BapuaHT: COOTa3HUTH T'epIiora, YTOOk 3aBIafieTh €T0 CEePAIeM, TEJIOM 1
KaKJI0¥ KallJled ero HesKHOCTH.

EMy HY2KHO OBIIO CDOYHO BEPHYTBCS, CXBATUTh 3TOTO CTPOTOT'0, BEJIMUECTBEHHOTO, CEPhE3HOT0, HO
TIPX 9TOM MUJIOTO, KOMIAKTHOT'O ¥ CEKCYaIbHOTO TepIoTa, HAKOPMHUTh €r0 TEIION YTKOU U



BHISICHUTD: «[louemy THl u3beran MeHs?», «4TO elllé 3a JUHACTUYeCKui 6pak?», 00CyauTh BCe
Ipo06IeMbI, KOTOPBIE OH 0 9TOT'0 TOJIBKO IIPOKPYYMBA B TOJIOBE, U ITOCKOPEEe MEPEUTH K
c00JI1a3HEHHIO. ..

«IToueMy uMeHHO ceidac... [ToueMy g HOJIXKEH CUAETH B JlallaxX 3TOro ncuxa?!»

Pyan ctucnyn 3y0wl. Buns ero BeipaxkeHnue, 6e3MsITeXKHO CIIOKOWHEIHM Padasib ckazan:

— Jii, 5 3Ke cKa3aJl, He CTOUT TakK IIepexXunBaTh. bsl IIPOCTO BHI3BAII T66${, IIOTOMY 4YTO KO€-4TO HE JlaéT
MHE IIOKO4.

«Jla KaK, 4epT BO3bMH, B TAKOU CUTyallul MOXKHO He IIepeXXUBaTh?»

Pyany He 6b110 cTpamrHo. OH ObII TOTOB B30pBaThCs. Ho BCE ke caepxkancs. [logaBuB B3[OX, OH
nmocMoTpen Ha Padassis, KOTOpHIM, IOXUTUB YeJI0BeKa, pPa3riaroIbCTBOBAI C BUAOM IIOTHOTO
CIIOKOHCTBUSI.

CI/ITyaHI/IH Onla COBEPIIIEHHO HGOGBHCHHMOﬂ, HO, TaK HUJIK UHa4e, YTOOHI YBHUIOETE Irepuora, emy
HY2KHO OBLITO BbIﬁpaTBCﬂ OTCIOda EeJIbIM U HEBPEOUMEIM.

TonbKO 0CO3HAB CBOM UYBCTBA, OH ITIOHMMAaET: YTOOH! CAeaTh IPU3HaHUe, HYKHO BEIKUThH B PyKaX
6e3yMiia. UTo 3a cyMaciefmnii ypoBeHb CI0KHOCTH?

TBEpOO pemnmms Bo 4TO ObI TO HYU CTaI0 OBICTPO pa306paThCs C ITUM TUIIOM U BEPHYTHCS K TepIIOTy,
Pyan npousnéc:

— Barma CBeTnocts. [Ipotry mpoineHus 3a TakKKue CJI0Ba, HO... Balll HEOXKHUTAHHLIM BEI30B 3afepKall
MeHST HaMHOTO [I0JIbIlle BpEMeHH, 0 KOTopoM s moyoxun Ero Ceernoctu Bemukomy I'epirory. OH,
MOJXKHO OBITH, y2Ke 6eCIIOKOUTCS 0 MOEM OTCYTCTBUM. ..

PyaH BHUMAaTEIbHO MOCMOTpeN Ha Padasms.

— He mornu Gbl BB Ha3HAYUTh BCTPeUy Ha 3aBTpa? B moboe ymobHoe mist Bac BpeMsi. Torma s cMOry
SIBUTBHCS I10 Ballel mpockbe, 663 HEHYXKHBIX CITOKHOCTEMH.

«A ecnu TH MeHS He OTIIYyCTHIIB, 3TOT PA3T0OBOP OJIsA TeOsI MOXKET CTaTh IIOCJIEJHUM. »

OH He CKa3aJl 9TOr0 BCIIyX, HO HafIesAJICs, UTO MBICITb Obllla JOCTATOYHO SCHA.

U Bcé xe...



Ecnu 6wl Takue cnoBa paboTanu ¢ HUM, ero Obl ¥ He Ha3bIBaiu 6e3yMIIEM.
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