— IlaBHeHBKO Ero CBETNOCTD HE MOcelan CTOUILY.

— IIa, BepBhle C meTCcTBa. [109TOMYy BCe UM UHTEPECYIOTCS, HO IMTOYTH HUKTO TOJIKOM He 3HaeT, KaKou
OH Ha caMoM fejie. BOT u LennsTCs 3a BCIKHUE CIYXH...

Ha nutie Panbga mpocTymuio 9yBCTBO OOUIH.

dpmenrHa, KOTOpast IOMHHUJIA, KaK MHOT'O JIET Ha3ajl MaJeHbKHUH JTOXMATHIY 1IIeHOK B IIOPHIBE PAfOCTH
OT BCTPEYHU CO CBOMM IIEPBEIM APYTOM-3BEPOUYEIIOBEKOM CJIOMasl MeOeb, a IIOTOM CaM XKe UCIYTasiCs
OoJbIlle BCEX, JOTaAbIBAIACh, K YeMy UOET Pa3roBOP.

Ona u caMa IIpeKpaCHO 3HaJjla BCe CIIyXH, YTO XOOUJIU B BEICIIEM CBeTe 0 ['epriore PeliHke.

[TpuryOus yaii, dgenuHa nepebdpasa B MaMsTH YCIIBIIIaHHOE.

Hrak, 'epuor Pelinke...

— Jtu cinyxu mpocto 6e3ymHbie! HeT, HY ceph€3H0. ['0BOPSAT, 6yATO GBI OH KECTOKUU U
6e3KaI0CTHHIH TUpaH!

...0eCUyBCTBEHHBIN, CTPOTUM, IECTIOTUYHBIN — TaK €T0 ONUCHIBAJIU.

[Toka oHa pa3MBIIUISAIA O «XOJIOMHOM, KakK ero 3emnu, CeBepHoM ['epriore, CtocoOHOM BEIPE3ATh
1eJIble TIOJTYHINa MOHCTPOB» — 06pa3e, KOTOPHIM C HETEPIIeHUEM XK/alld YBUAETb CTOIUYHEIE
apuCcTOKpaThl, Panbd, eqUHCTBEHHEIN B TOPOAE, KTO MIPHUOEPKUBAJICS ITPOTUBOIIONI0KHOTO MHEHHUS,
(bBIPKAJ OT MOCaMHL.

— Ila, OH MO3KEeT BHITJIINETh HEMHOT'0 HafMEHHBIM, HO Ha CaMOM Jiejle OH 3aMedaTenbHbl! Ho
CKOJIKO HU TOBOPH, BCE TOJIbKO CHUCXOAUTENIHHO YIIbIOAI0TCS.

XBocT Panb®a 6eccunbHO MOBKC, KOTOa OH BCIIOMHU HEJaBHKUE PA3roBOPHl. CKOJIBKO ObI OH HU
pacIuCkIBai, KaKOM replor 0oOPHIN U OYIIEBHLIH, B OTBET CIIBIIIATIOCH JIUIIE: «Xa-Xa, eCITH YK
rJaBa TAJIBAAU TaK TOBOPUT, HABEPHOE, 3TO IIpaBpaa».

MozxeT, 3TO IJIaTa 3a TO, UTO OH CJIUIIKOM 4acTO Ha3kBajl KOT'0-TO «XOPOIIUM 4ejioBeKoM»? Ho
TepIor ¥ MpaBaa OB XOPOIIKUM...

[Toka Panb¢h Bopyas, IOHYPO OIMYCTUB YIIM, JfeNiiHa CIIOKOMHO cliefaa ellé OOuH I'TIOTOK Yasi.

Ona 3Hasa: 4TOOH PACCTPOEHHEN Panbd CHOBA MOMHSIT YIIX ¥ BOCIPSII OYXOM, TPe6OBaIoCh POBHO
CTOJIBKO BPEMEHH, CKOJIbKO HYZKHO [IJIs1 OOHOTO TJIOTKA.



nu IIpaBaa, B CIIEOYIOIIYIO CEKYHOY Paﬂb(l) PE3KO0 BCKHHYIJI T'OJIOBY, a €TI0 B I'OJIOCE €ro 3a3Bydalla
PEIMNMOCTE.

— Ho Korfja oHU YBUAST €T0 IMYHO, BCE Cpa3y CTaHEeT SICHO. Bce MoMMyT, KaKOM OH Ha camoM fere!

dnenrHa Ha MTHOBEHHE IIOrpy3ujiaCh B BOCIIOMHHAHU . YK CIUIIKOM 3HAKOMOU Ka3allaCh CUTyallud,
KOrga HEIIOHATOr0 3BE€POYE€JIOBEKA BIIEPBLEIE IIPEACTABIIANIA CBETCKOMY 06LT.I€CTBy... Ho pa3 OHa CaMa
He CJIMIIKOM XOPOIIIO 3Hajla Fepuora PeliHke, TO 1 He cIemuia BEICKa3biBaTh MHEHUE.

Hab6mtogast Kak e€ ChIH OBLICTPO IPUXOOUT B Ce0s1, OHa KOPOTKO OTBETHUIIA:

— Yr0 X, HafeloCh, BCE CIIOKUTCS TaK, KaK TH XOUYelllb,

— IIa, — marko otBetun Panb@, rnasa ero cranayu J1aCKOBEIMHU, XBOCT BHOBb 3aKaydajCs U3 CTOPOHEL B
cTopoHy. — AX, ma! CoBEeTHUK CKa3aJl, YTO BIIepBLIE IIpUeneT B ApneHxaiM. KOHEYHO, BCe Tak KOyT
BU3UTA replora, 4YTo eMy cpa3y OymeT He 0O OTHBIXA... HO, MOXKET, y Hero HaufeTcs BpeMs
IIPOTYNIATHCA 110 CTONULE? f X04y IT0Ka3aTh eMy CTOJIBKO MeCT!

['ma3a Panbga 3acBeTunINCh, KOTOa OH Hadall IePevyuciIsiTh MeCcTa, Kyfa X0Tesl Okl IOUTH C
«T'OCIIOIMHOM COBETHUKOM». [Ipy KaxkJj0oM HOBOM MECTe eTr0 XBOCT HauMHaJl BUJIAThH BCE OLICTpee.
OpenuHa ciylala, IonuBas Yau.

On pacCCKa3EkIBaJI O TOM, YTO XOTEJI (0)31 €My IIOKa3aTh, 4YeM YI'OCTUTH, YTO COEJIaTh BMECTE, HO BOPYT
3aMOJI4all.

Crpos B rosioBe 06pa3sl OyAyIIKUX pafloCTHHIX MTHOBeHUM, Panbd moyyBcTBOBaJ, KaK HaKOIJIEHHEIE
YyBCTBa HATIOJIHUIY €T0 T'Pyab 10 0TKa3a. HacTonMbKO, YTO TOBOPUTH [AJTbIIIE CTAJI0
IIPOCTO HEBO3MOKHO. BCE 3aCTpsiyio roe-To0 MeXay CepOIeM U TOPIIOM.

B utore on cmor BBIIOXHYTH JIUIIE OOHO:

— Cxopeli OB YBUIETD €TO...

B TPACYIIEMCA 3KHUIIdXKe PyaH IIOTPY3HUJIICA B PA3AYMBbA.

«Y4TO-TO TYT HE TaK...»

Ero B3rman YCTPEMHUJICA Ha repuora, CUOoeBIIErO HAlIPDOTHUB.



ITepen oThe3moM PyaH chemnai BCE, 94To OBIIO B €r0 CHaX, YTOOH 00eCIeYUTh Teplory MaKCHMaIbHO
KoMGOpTHYI0 gopory. Ho Bcé paBHO, KTO CKa3aJ, YTO MyTEeIIeCTBUEe IPUITHO AJIST KOTa?

OTopBaHHBIM OT MPUBBIYHON TEPPUTOPUH, TEPIOT BHITISANEN KpaliHe HEJOBOIbHBIM.

Pyany 65110 Xajb ero. ['pycTHO Be3TH Kyna-To KOTa, KOTOPOMY 3TO SIBHO He 110 myute... Ho oH 65u1
TOTOB K TOMY, YTO BO BpEMSI ITOE3[KH I'epIoT OyeT B IJIOXOM HAaCTPOEHHH. ITO ObIJIO0 IeYaIbHO, HO
He YIUBUTEIILHO.

Tak 4TO ero HEIHEIIHNE Pa3MBIIIJIEHUA HE UMEJIN HUYETO 061.T.Iel"0 C IIYIDHUCTBHIM XBOCTOM,
IIpeBpalllaBIINM TECHHIM 9KHIMaXK B HlepCTﬂHOfI XaocC.

CTpsiXHYB C HOCa KOIIa4blo I1epCTh, PyaH 3agyMmarncs:

«Ilo4eMy BEPYT... OH CAPYKUICS ¢ MoaxuMom?»

PIO&XI/IM, KaK OOHH u3 Haubosiee TaJaHTIMBLIX U YBaXKa€MEIX MOJIOOBIX pbluapeﬁ, TaKXe
COIIPOBO2KOaJl Tepmora B CTOJIAIY.

9710 OBLLUIO 0XKUOAEMO.

Ho T0, uTOo Moaxum TeIlepb He OTXOOHUJI OT replora HU Ha IIar, PyaH elIBa JIM MOT' IIpeJCKa3aTh.

«IToyemy xe?»

Ecnu IMoOgyMarTh, OMM3KUMHU UX HUKAK He HAa30BEIb.

HoaxuM OBII TUIMYHLIM XKHUTeIeM PeliHKe, KOTOPHIY ITPY OJHOM TOJIBKO B3TJISI[Ie Ha repliora HauuHal
IpOKaTh U IBITAJICS KaK MOXKHO CKOpee yOpaThCs C rja3 HoJIoH.

Her, TouHee TOBOPS, M3-3a CBOKX BBIIAIOMMXCS G0EBBIX CIIOCOGHOCTEl HoaxuM 4acTo OKa3HBasICs
1100/IM30CTH OT TepIiora Bo BpeMs 60EB U IIOTOMY, I10KayH, yraycs ero gaxe 00JIbIlle, UYeM ApYTHe.
Korpa TH BUUIIE 5Ty HEYEJI0BEUECKYIO MOIIb U 6e3yMHYI0 MaHepy CpaXaThCsa BOIU3Y, IO-APYTOMYy
1 He TONyYUTCH.

Hackonbko oH ero 6osiyics? [la HaCTOJIBKO, YTO, BCIIOMUHAS WX OTHOIIEHUS 0 OTHE37a B CTOJIHUILY,
maxe CJI0XKHO OBITIO MIPEICTaBUTh UX BMECTE B OJHOM Kajipe.

W Bopyr Takas BHe3amHast gpyxko0a?

TIpomntoi HOYB0 HoaXuM U TepIor o 46éM-To cepbé3Ho GecenoBay. MoaxuM, 9ToO-TO CTPACTHO



MOKa3kIBasi, TO U MIeJI0 B3IPAruBajl OT KaX/0ro JBHUKEHUS repIora, Ho, yOUBUTEILHO, faXke He
TIBITAJICSI OTCTYIUTh. Bojee TOro, Ka3anoch, OH faxe cropuil ¢ HuM! ITpaBaa, MOTOM IIyTaCs
cOOCTBEHHOM CMEJIOCTH ¥ [OJITO He MOT IOJHSTD IJ1a3... HO 3TO y2Ke He CPABHUTbH C TEM, UTO OBLIO
paHbIIIe.

U cam repoor, Mexny IIpo4YuM, He YXOOHUJI, a MOJIYa 1 BOAYMYMBO BEICIIYIIHMBAJ €TI0, U3PEOKA BCTABIIAA
3dM€E€YaHus.

PyaHy BII€pBEIE TOBEJIOCH BUOETh, YTOORI TepIOT TaK MOJIT0 Pa3roBaphBall C KEM-TO B TeM
0oJiee CUMIeI PSIOM.

«Ha camom perne, s BeOb JABHO XOTeJI, YTOOHI JIIOOH IepecTany 00sThCS TepIiora U Hadaau ¢ HUM
HOpManbHO obmiathesi. U ecnu maxe Moaxum, caMblii TyTIUBEIA U3 BCEX, CyMes COMU3UTHCS C HUM,
9TO, HAaBePHOE, XOPOIIUH 3HaK... HO...»

Ho nouemy onu ctanu 65u3ku? M 0 4EM OHU TOBOPST?
JT1060nEITCTBO OffofieNio PyaHa, 1 OH, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, CIIPOCKn ¥ MoaxuMa HanpsaMylo.
Y monyuus... BOT TAKOU OTBET:

— IIpocty, PyaH. 4 noka... He Mory Tebe paccka3aTh. 9TO BaxHO. f... He Bipase. JIt00:0 Tebs, HO...
MMeHHO IT03TOMY He Mory. Panu nonra nepen Ero CBeTIOCThIO 51 OJIKEH XpaHUTH TarHy. Hanetocs,
THI IOV MEIIE.

C stumu crnoBaMu Moaxum CKPHUBHUIICA TakK, 6y11T0 CheJl LIeIbl TUMOH, U OTBEPHYIJICA.

Korpma onu ycnenu Tak COMU3UTLCS, UTO Y HUX YKe KaKue-TO CEKPETH oSBUIUChH? C KaKUX 10p Y
HUX TaKasl «BEPHOCTb» APYT OPyry?

Pyany xoTenock 3acemnath Moaxuma BOpocaMu, HO TOT CTOSIT HA CBOEM C BUIOM ILJIEHHOT'O, TOTOBOT'O
CKOpee CJIOXKUTH TOJIOBY, Y4EM PACKPHITh TalHY.

B utore Pyany npuuiiocs coatecs. HMoaxum mpespatuics 8 NPC, criocoGHOT0 TOJIbKO TBepauTh: «He
MOTY CKa3aTb».

Ho Huuero! Bems y Hero 61 KTO-TO MOy4Ine. Ero MUmIbi, HAUBHBEIA KOT, KOTOPBIM PACKPHIT eMy
faxke CBOIO TalHY («s1 3BEPOYETIOBEK»).

Tak yto PyaH TyT e HalpaBUJICS K TePLOTY U CIIPOCHII, O YEM TOT TakK dacTo Oecenyet ¢ Moaxumom.



U Torma ero MUJIBIN, HaUBHHIM KOT... OTBETHUIL:

— MHe cka3any, 94To Tebe Hemb3st 00 9TOM 3HaTh. ['0BOPST, 9TO BaXKHEIM MOMEHT.

Bot 3T0 OBIN yOAp.

C KaKMX 3TO IIOp T'epIoT CTa TaK IIOCIYIIHO BHIIONIHATh YyKKe ITPochOr? C KaKuX 3TO IIOp OH CTall
TOBOPUTh: «MHe CKa3alid — Heb3s»?

Ho reptuor siBHO He coOupascs HUYero 00bsICHATh.

PyaH, KOTOpHIH OBLT Ha CTO IIPOIEHTOB YBEPEH, UTO T'epIor Bcerfa OyaeT 4ecTeH UMEHHO C
HUM, JIUIIH 6€CITOMOIIHO CMOTPEJI, KaK TOT YIIPSIMO OTBOOUT B3TJIS.

HMoaxumy pacckaseiBaeT. C MoaxuMoM IIemyeTcs...

«A MHE — Henb3a? Moemy Koty? MHE?!»

YyBCTBO OBIJIO CPOOHU TOMY, KOTZIa ThI IbHEIb K KOTY, KaK K COJIHHIIIKY, @ OH, 3aBU[IeB, KaK MaMa
MOCTAET MTaKEeTUK BIaXKHOT'0 KOPMa, BCTAET U YXOOUT, faXKe He OTJISHYBIIKCH.

M Kak KOT He BO3BpAIllaeTCsl K TOMY, Y KOTO B pyKax HeT JJaKOMCTBa, TaK ¥ replior He 00epHyJICsS Ha
TIOTPSICEHHOTO PyaHa ¥ He cTal 00bSICHSATH, B YEM Ke [IeJ0.
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