PyaH [I31iH Ha caMoOM ferne IMIPAaKTH4YECKH HE OCO3HABAJI, YTO OKa3aJICAd B (l)SHTGSI/IfIHOM poMaHe.

9T10 OBUIO BIIOJIHE 00BSICHUMO, BElb C MOMEHTA, Kak PeifHKe I1aji o HaTUCKOM MOHCTPOB U
TIOJIUTUYECKUX MHTPUT TJIaBHEIX T€POEB, MIPOIIJIO YKe ABa rofa. Temeps, KOra 3HaYUTEIbHAS YacTh
pa3pyIIeHHEX CTeH OblIa BOCCTAHOBJIEHA, Obl/Ia CO3MaHa CHCTEeMa, COTIaCHO KOTOPOH phIllapu
IeXypPUIU B MECTaX, I'7le PEMOHT eIll€ He OblJT 3aBEePIIEH U 0CTaBaIKCh ONACHBIE YYaCTKHU.

EcTtecTBenHO, PyaH, KOTOpHIH BCcerga HaXOquiCsS BHYTPHU 3aMKOBHIX CTEH, HUKOTTIa He BUOET
MOHCTPOB, 37IefIIKX BparoB PeliHke, cBouMU Irina3damMu. TakuM 06pa3oM, eMy He JOBEJI0Ch YBUOETD,
KaK pBILAPY 3TOTO MUPA UCIIOIB3YIOT CBOU CHUJIBI, YTOOBI TPOTUBOCTOSITH MOHCTPAM.

Kpowme Toro, Korpa PyaH oka3sascs B 3ToM Mupe, B PeiiHke Oblyila BeCHa. IT0 OBIJIO BpeMs, KOTia
MOHCTPHI OB 0COOEHHO CIIOKOWHBI, 3aI0JIT0 10 3UMEI, BO BPEMST KOTOPOM ITPOUCXOIUIIN OCHOBHEIE
BOJIHBI HaIlaJleHUH.

[TosToMy, HECMOTpPS Ha TO YTO NMPUBLIYHLIM OBIT PelfHKe HallOMUHaN CPeIHEeBEKOBYI0 HIHTE3UNHYIO
atMocdepy, He ObUIO IPYTUX 37IEMEHTOB, KOTOPHIE Obl 3aCTAaBUJIM €r0 0CO3HATh, YTO OH HaXOAUTCS B
Mupe p3HTE3UNHOTO pOMaHa.

K Tomy ke cam pomaH «Jlerennst UMnepuu Cupax» OB B IIEPBYIO 0Yepehb IOTUTHYECKON ApaMoy 0
MECTH, IPUBOASIIEN K pa3pyLIEHUIO, @ He UCTOPUEH, Tie GIHTe3UNHEIE 9JIEMEHTH UTPaJid BaXKHYIO0
POJIb.

B pe3ymnbTaTe, CIyCTs [Ba C IOJIOBUHOM MECSIa MOCTIe TOT0, KaK OH IePEeMEeCTHUIICS B 9TOT Mup, PyaH
ye 3a0BbI1, YTO 3TO MUP HIHTE3H, TIe BOZMOXKHEI JII00bIe Yyaeca.

Iaxe Korpa OH, IPOTy/INBasCh, BCTPETUJI OTPOMHOTO KOTa AJINHOM Oojiee MeTpa, CHayasa OH
nopyMai: «KTo 3T0? Kakou-T0 AyXOBHEIM 3Beph?» Ho BCKOpE ITOCMesICA Hafl CBOEU IIYNOCThI0: «HTO
s1 ToBOPI0? HaBepHoe, 3T0 TPoCTO HeoOkYaiHO 00bInoi KOT». OH Jake MOMBITANICS MOAPYKUTHCS C
HUM.

OH no3Bonu cebe TPOU3HECTH HEUTO Bpofie: «BoT Obl repuior ObIJI KOTOM», TOJIBKO ITIOTOMY, YTO
OyMaJ, YTO Iepen HUM OOBIYHEIN KOT.

KoneuHo, nox TEMHBEIM HOYHBEIM HeOOM, KOTfia KOT IIOCMOTPeJT Ha Hero Tak, CJIOBHO TOHUMA
YyeJi0BeUeCKyI0 pedb, 3TO [10Ka3al0Ch eMy HEMHOI'0 CTPAHHEIM... HO KOThl — CYIIleCTBa BeJIUKHe, U
nns PyaHa 970 Ob1JI0 4eM-TO caMo CO00¥ pa3yMerLuMCsl.

Wnu, 1o kpaiiHeu Mepe, OH TakK AyMall.

OpHako Ha clefyIoIIKY OeHb, YBUAEB repliora Ha padoTe, PyaHn [[91iH ObLJI BHIHYKAEH 0CO3HATb.

910 OBIN GIHTE3UNHEIA MUD, @ B (IHTE3UNHOM MUPE CYILIeCTBOBAIM HETJIaCHEIE ITpaBuIa, BPOfe:



«Ecu 94TO-TO KaXXeTCsI CTPAHHBIM, He CTOUT 9TO UTHOPUPOBATh. DTO (IHTE3UNHBIN MUD, THE
BO3MOXKHO BCE».

C TpeBoro# B rina3ax PyaH ciegun 3a B3TJIAIOM I'epliora, IoKa TOT IIPUHUMaII JOKJIaj OT CIIyKalllero.

Bpacnet ¢ mogBecko, BUCEBIINY Ha PYKe CIIyXKalero, MOKaYKMBascCs, KOTga TOT OTYassHHO
MOKJIa[bIBaJl O CUTYalUH.

U reptor, c emie 60ee CTPOTUM U CEPbE3HBIM B3TJISIAOM, YeM OOBIYHO... CIIEOUT 3a IBUKEHHUEM 3TOU
TIOJIBECKH.

«YTO IPOUCXOOUT?»

I'maza repoora, C ux CTporum, CepbéSHBIM BBEIPA2K€HUEM, IBUT'AJINCE BIIPABO, BJIEBO U CHOBA BIIPABO,
cilenys 3a IMMOKa4YXMBaHHEM ITOOBECKH.

C KaxXpapIM JBUXKEHUEM ero 3padyky TO PaCLIUPSIUCh, TO CYKaJuCh.

Pyan He MOr OoTOpBaTh B3IJISA[, YYBCTBYS, KaK HalpsKeHNe HapacTaerT.

Korpga nmomBecka oKa3asnach CTPOr0 NEPIEHOUKYIISIPHO II0JIy, 3PpAa4YKU I'epIora BHE3aITHO 3HAYUTEJILHO
YBEJINYUIINCE.

TyK.

Konuuk IIepa, KOTOpoe aepzxKall repuor, KOCHYJICA IIOOBECKH Ha 6paCHeTe CIIyZKalllero.

To ecTb...

OH OBIn 3a49dpPOBaH Y€M-TO IIOKAYUBAIOIMUMCA, HE MOT' COIIPOTUBIIATECA U B KOHEYHOM HUTOT€e
daTaKOBaJl 3TO...

To4HO KaK KOT.

«YTO IPOUCXOTUT?»

Ho, noxoxke, TOJIBKO OH OOWH CUUTAJI 9TO CTPAaHHBIM.

— A-a-a!



HCHyTaHHHﬁ HEeO0XHNIOaHHEIM IIPUKOCHOBEHUEM Ero CBeTnocTy, CJ'Iy}KaH.II/Iﬁ yIIaJl Ha II0JI U B3BU3THYII.

— IIpoctute Menst! Kakoe HeomnpsiTHOe moBeneHue! 1, momKHO ObITH, TOTEPSIT PaCCymOK!

TpsicymuMucs pyKaMu CIIyKalluil 4yTh JIM He COpBaj GpacyeT ¢ 3amsaCThs U MHOXKECTBO pa3
M3BUHUJICS.

— JTocTaToyHo. Moxellb UATH, — XOJIOTHO IIPOU3HEC T'ePIIOT.

OH, Ka3a10cCh, IIoTepsann BCSIKHU HHTepPeC, KaK TOJIBKO IIOOBECKA MCYe3Jid U3 €TI0 II0JId 3PEHNA, U BHOBDb
YCTPEMMUII B3I Ha 6YMal"I/I.

— IIpoctuTte! Cnacubo, 4To coXpaHUNIXU MHe XKu3Hb! [IpocTuTe!

XoTs BUJT APOKAIIero CyXKallero OblT KajokK...

Celiuac 3T0 OLUIO HE BaXKHO.

Kak To/nbKO replior 3aKOHYMJI TOBOPUTH, PyaH 1mepeBen B3I ¢ yOerawolei CIIMHL CTyXKallero Ha
CaMoTo repiora.

Oco6eHHO Ha TJ1a3a replora, yCTpeMIEHHbIEe Ha TOKYMEHTHL.

3paydku, KOTOPHIE 10 3TOTO PaCIINPSIUCh, KaK y KOTa B MOMEHT UTPHI, TEIEePb CY3UIHCE.

Ho CY3HUJINCh OHHM He IIPOCTO TaK... d BRITAHYJINCE BEPTHUKAJILHO.

«YTO0 3a 4epTOBIIAHA?»

Haxe mpu 60jiee BHUMATEIbHOM PAaCCMOTPEHUY 3PaYKU TaKOM BHITSHYTON BEPTUKAILHOU (HOPMEL He
MOTJIM TIPUHA[JIEXKaTh YEI0BEKY.

CKopee... ecnu Obl 3TO OBLIY T'JIa3a KOTa, 9TO UMEJIO OBl CMBICTI.

OH mombITanCsd BCIIOMHUTD, BCETA JIX TJla3a repiora ObIIM TaKUMH, HO, BO3MOXKHO, U3-3a TOT'0, YTO
OH Bcerfa 00sICs 9TOr0 YeJI0BeKa, OH He MOT BCIIOMHUTh HUYET0, KPOME TOT'0, UYTO OHU OBIIIH
IyTalOIIAMU.

Ho opgHO OBLIO COBEPIIEHHO 0YEBUAHO: HE3ABUCUMO OT TOTO, Kak ObLJIO paHbllle, celyac rjiasa ero
HayvabHUKA SBHO IeMOHCTPUPOBaIX GOPMY U peakiluio, KOTOPhle MOXKHO OBIJIO OMKUCATh TOIBKO KaK



KOIIla4YbH, a HE 9YEJIOBEYECKHUE.

U 3TOT repror, KOTOPHIH OBl 00BEKTOM CTPaxa OJis BCEX...

Baopyr Hayan BecTu cebs, Kak KOT.

Ila, KaK KOT.

T'epuor, koToporo Pyan [I9iiH 3Ha HA MPOTSIKEHUH IOCIIeNHUX ISTH IHEH, Bcerga Habmoganm 3a HUM
C MPAYHBIM BHIPAKEHHEM JIHIIA, CBEPJINI B3TJISIOOM, ITOJIHEIM YTPO3BI, UJIU XOJIOMHO CIIETUT 3a
ITPOUCXOISIIAM.

Ho cerogus repuor Ob1 OPYTHAM.

Korpma oH mosiBujics Ha paboTe, Tepior, Ka3aloch, B3T/ISHYT Ha PyaHa Ha MTHOBEHHE, a 3aTeM TyT XKe
oTBéN B3rIsA. [Toce 3TOro oH O0JIbINE HAa HETO HE CMOTPEII.

YyBCTBO HEOYMEHHUS, CBSI3aHHOE C BHE3AMIHLIM H3MEHEeHHEM IIOBeIeHUS TepIiora, NJIMI0Ch HeJOITo.
[Toka PyaH pa3MHIIIIIsII, 94TO OB MOTJIO 3HAYUTH TaKOEe MTOBENEHUe, TePIIOT, TOX0XKe, PEIlu
IIOTPATUTh BPEMSsI, KOTOPOe OOBIYHO YXOMUIIO Ha HaO/IoneHe 3a CBOMM COBETHMKOM, Ha YTO-TO
mpyroe.

Hampumep, Ha mpHCTaabHOE U3yYeHNEe KAYaloIIUXCs IIPeAMEeTOB, KOTOPHIE OH IIOTOM XBaTaJjl, KaK 3TO
OBLIIO paHee.

WUnu Ha Ha6J'IIOJIeHI/Ie 3a COJIHEYHBIMH 3aliyMKaMM Ha IIony, MOABIIAIMIMUMCA U3-3d OTPAXKEHU A
COJIHEYHBIX nyqeﬁ oT y'KpaHIeHPII:I B KaOuHeTe.

Wy Ha B3gparuBaHus, KOTOAa MEMO OKHA IIpojieTasa IITUlla.

Taxkue...

OueBHUOHO KOLIAYbH ITOBAOKH.

«Hert. Kak 4enoBek MOXKeT OBITH HACTOJIBKO IIOX0X Ha KOTa...»

OH noHMMAJ, YTO 3TO MOXKET 3By4aTh KaK BOCTOP2KEHHBIE PEYHM IMMOKJIOHHKKA, HO PyaH BOBCE H€ 3TO
NMEJl B BULOY.

KoHeuHO, TOKJIOHHUKY UI0JIOB, KOTOPHIE CPABHUBAIOT CBOMX KyMUPOB C KOIIKAMHU, IeJIal0T 3TO
VICKpPEeHHE U C JTI000BBI0... HO PyaH OTHOCUJICS K 9TOMY BOIIPOCY Kyfia Cephe3Hee.



«3aueM BecTU cebOs Tak MO-KOIIaybu?»

9TO0 3ByYasio Kak TUIIHYHAS «MO3-3alMsi» UO0Ja, HO PyaH BOBCe He XOTeJ POMaHTU3HUPOBATh
B3POCJIOTO MYXKUYKUHY Pa3MepoM CO IKad.

Pyan coBceM He X0Ten AyMaTh, YTO YEJIOBEK, KOTOPHIY [aKe Ha PaCCTOSHUM CTa METPOB BHITJISAUT
KakK «CeBepHBIH ['eprior», MoxKeT BecTu cebs, KakK KOT.

OH yKe HayKWHaJl COMHEBAThCS B CBOEM 3IPABOMBICIIMY M3-3@ TOTO, UTO TaKME MBICTTM CHOBA U CHOBA
IPUXOOUIIA €My B T'OJIOBY.

Ho kak uesioBeK, IPOXKUBIINIL BCIO CBOIO XKU3Hb PAMIOM C KOLIKAMU U, I10 CJIOBAM MaTepH,
Hay4MBIINNICS YecaTh JINLIO0 HOTOM, Iogpakas CBOeMy CTaplleMy KollaybeMy «coOpaTy», Ipexme
YeM Hay4uJICS UCIOIb30BaTh PyKH, PyaH He MOT He Pacmo3HaTh TUIIMYHbIE KOIIAYbY MTOBAOKH.

OH COBCeM He XOTeJI JyMaTh Tak, HO C KaX[IbIM MeHCTBUEM repIiora, Ha KOTOPOoe HaKJIaghIBaJICs
IIOJIyIIPO3payuHbIi 00pa3 KoTa, PyaH ouryian cuibHelIiee 6eCIoKONCTBO.

Haxkowner, qepe3 OeHb MYK, KOT'ld OH CTaJl CBHUAETEeJIEM TOI'O, KdK I'Jla3d Ieplora CBeTATCA B TEMHOTE
KOpHOOpPa, TOYHO TaK XKe, KaK U TOr0O KOTa, KOTOPOI'O OH BHUOEJI HOYLIO...

Pyan yxe He Mor oTpuniaTh: CeBepHBIM ['epLior e CTBUTEIBHO CTal IIOX0XK Ha KOTa.

* % x

Hutpux Pelinke, TunuyHbiii CeBepHbIM ['ep1ior, BHE3aNHO CTal 4YeJI0BEKOM-KOTOM.

OH He HOCHJI KOIlIaYbH YIIKH 1 XBOCT, KaK MHUJIbI€ NEBYIIKN-0TAKY, HO HHa4Y€ OIIKMCATh TEKYITYIO
CUTyallAIO OBITI0O HEBO3MOXKHO.

CTONKHYBIIKCH C 3TOM COBEPILIEHHO HEBEPOSITHOU CUTYyallMel, PyaH [I9iiH HAKOHEI-TO 0CO3HaJl, 4TO
OH OKa3aJics B (PIHTE3UWHOM MUpE.

«Boxe Mou. 4 gyman, 4To 3TO PeasibHOCThb, TIOTOMY YTO 3[eCh eCTh YEPHbIE KOMIIQHUH U y2KaCHBIE
HaYyaJIbHUKU.»

Kak TO/MbKO OH IOHSJI, YTO OKa3aJjcs B G3HTe3UNHOM Mupe, PyaH Hadaj myTaTbCS B TOM, YTO MOXKHO
CYMTATh 3[IPABLIM CMEICTIOM, @ YTO HET.

Ecnu mogymats, pa3Be 9TO He MUD, e CYIIeCTBYIOT OPKH, IBOPGHI 1 31bGb? Torma 4To TyT BooO1Ie
MOXKET OBITh HEBO3MOXKHBIM?



Taxk u4To...

«Pa3Be IyxXOBHBEIE 3BepU TOXKE He MOTYT CYIIECTBOBaTh?»

O6pa3 KoTa, KOTOPOI'0 OH BCTPETHJI HAKaHyHe, BHE3aITHO BCIIJIBII B r'ojioBe y Pyana. Kot ¢
BEJINYECTBEHHOU OCAHKON ¥ HEOORYHEIMU pPa3MepaMHu, BEI3bIBAIOIINE MBICTE «UTO 3TO 3a CyIIECTBO?»
IIPU IIepBOM B3rJIsife. Ero TpymHO ObIIO IPUHSTE 3a 0OBIYHOT0 KOT. A repIor, KOTOpHIH Ha
CIEeOyIOUInH NeHb IOC/Ie UX BCTPeYy BHE3aITHO CTall BeCTu ce0s Kak KOT...

«3JTO 3BYUUT CITUIIKOM ITOX0XKe Ha 3aBSI3Ky (PIHTE3UNHOT0 pOMaHa, HO...»

9TO0 Bedb NENCTBUTEILHO MUP (PIHTE3UKNHOTO POMaHa.

B mupe, rae y momei MOTYT OBITh KOIIAYhbH TJIa3a, a UX IOBAKKM HAIIOMUHAIOT KOIIAYbH, Pa3Be eCTh
YTO-TO HEBO3MOXKHOE"?

OH noHMMaJ, YTO ero MBICIIH YXKe IepexonsaT B KpaﬁHOCTH ToCJIe TOr'0, KaK OH IIeJIbIM JeHb
Ha6mo;1an KOIlla49be ITOBEJEHNE CBOEr0 CypOBOT'0 M BHYIIAIOIEro CTpaX Ha4YaJIbHUKA.

B ycnoBusx, Korga rpaHuIlbl 3MPaBOT0 CMEIC/IA PYIIATCS, U TH He 3HAaelllb, KakK OlleHUBaTh
IIPOUCXOfAIlee, eIUHCTBeHHAs MHBIC/Ib, KOTOpas IPUXOAuia B TOJ0By cOUTOMY C TONKy Pyany [[siiHy,
BHOBb CBOJIMJIACH K TOMY KOTY, KOTOPOTO OH BCTPETHUJI BUEPA.

«3JTO IEeNCTBUTEIHHO OBIT MYXOBHBIM 3Beph? HeT, Kak Takoe BooO1Ie MoxkeT ObITh? Ho ecriu aT0
mpaBpa...»

W3-3a Mensa Jutpux PeliHKe BHe3almHO IPEBPATUIICA B 4eJIOBEKa-KOTa.

YTo elré cTpalllHee, caM replor, II0X0xke, He 0CO3HaBaJl, YTO BeHeT cebs Kak KoT. PyaH Ovln maxe
HallyraH 9TUM CTPaHHBIM M HEJIETIHIM 3PEeJIUIeM: CepPhE3HbIM MyKUlHa, BHYIIAOIIUN CTPaxX CBOEM
burypo, BIpyr HEMOHCTPUPYET MTOBAagKH, CBOMCTBEHHEIE KOTY.

[TpoBens Bech ieHb B IIOJIHOM 3aMelIaTeNIbCTBE B MUpe, TIe PYLIATCS TPAHUIIB 3[IPaBOT0 CMEICTIA,
Pyan cpasy nocie paboThl OTIIPABUIICS B MECTO, TIe BCTPETHU KOTa.

CKOIBKO OH TaM XKpaa?

Kak pas B To camoe BpeMs, KOT[ia OH BCTPETHUJI KOTa HaKaHyHe, TOT, HAaKOHEI], TIOSIBUJICS.

C IOgHSITHIM MYIIMCTHIM XBOCTOM, CJIOBHO IEMOHCTPHUPYS COOCTBEHHOE BENTUYKe, ¥ C BEIOBUHYTOU
BIIEPEN TPY/bI0, KaK OyATO XBACTasICh.
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['eprior OBITT JOBOJIEH.
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