PemmuB, 4TO ee IIaH 0/1aromony4Ho cpadoTas, L{io-1u onyCTUIach Ha KOJIEHH U MIPUHSIIACh YMOJISTh:

— Bame BenuuecTBo, YKao0-3p yKe U3BIEK YPOK U3 CBoel omuOKU. [I0CKOIBKY S [TONTy4nsia TPaBMy,
OH 04eHb 0ECIIOKOUTCS 0 MOeM 300poBbe. C Tex 0P, KaK OH IOKUHYJI UMIIEPATOPCKUY ABOPEL], 5 eT0
Oosnblle He Bupenna. Mory nu s IPOCUTH BAC 0 MUJIOCTH, YTOOBI BH ITO3BONIUIN Y3Ka0-3py BOUTU BO
IBOpeI HaBeCTUTh MeHs? 4 Oyny BaM 6eckoHe4HO OarogapHa.

Lro-mmu 3Hana, 4To My TSIHBYXKAO CUIIBHO MMPOBUHUIICS, IIBITASICh IIOTYOUTh CeMbI0 U9HBIHE, TI0ITOMY
OHa He OCMeJIUJIach Cpa3y MPOCUTh UMIlepaTopa O MPOILIEHKH, a IJ1s1 Hayasla II0IPOCUTIa eT0
OTMEHHUTDH JOMAIIHUM apecT MapKku3a AHs. EC/u OH MONIyYUT BO3MOXKHOCThL BOUTH B UMIIEPATOPCKUN
[IBOpEll, OCTaJIbHbIE BOIIPOCH OHU CMOTYT ITOCTETIEHHO PEIlUTh I03XKe.

XoTst UMIEpPaTOp IOCIEIIHO CAeal BTOPOro IPUHIIA MapKu30M, LIfo-1mi X0poIo 3Hala ero XxapakTep
— eCJIU Cepplle UMITepaTopa HEMHOT'0 CMSATYUTCS, B OyOyIlleM OHA CMOXKET IMTOTUXOHBKY €0
3ago0puth. KTO 3HAeT, MOXKeT OBITH, CO BpEMEHEM UMITEPATOp IEPEayMaeT U JapyeT MapKu3y AHIO
TUTYJ BaHa...

Iaxe HeMOU MATHIM MPUHI] CMOT TIOJYYUTh TUTYT BaHa. Kak LI1o-1u Moryia CMUPUTHCS C TAKUM
nojioxkenueM Bemei? Ee Uxkao-3p OBII CaMBIM CTapIIUM U3 BCEX MPUHIEB!

OOryHO Llto-mu HENI0X0 yrafbiBajia MBICIN UMIepaTopa. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 uMmepaTop yxKe MoIy4du
II0CIaHue MapKu3a AHS C TOYHO TaKOH e IPOCh00H, T03TOMY ero cepflie CHOBa 3aKPhIJIOCh IS
Hee. [[10-1I¥ el CTBUTEIIBHO [IOCTPaAasia Ipy Ioxape, HO pa3Be 3TO MOXKHO CUUTATh KAKOU-TO
3acnyrou? [ToueMy oHU 00a MPOCSAT ¥ HETO MUJIOCTH?

HWMnepaTop XOJIOZHO CKa3all:
— CHayana 3aiMHCh CBOUM BEI3TOPOBJIeHHEM. OCTalbHOE OJOXKAET.

WMmepaTop He CTaj ed yeTymnaTh. L[o-1i MOTPSICEHHO 3acCThila. XOTS ee MepPernoIHsIo
HEIOBOJIBCTBO, OHA HE OCMEJIUJIACh IIOBTOPUTH MPOCHOY.

WMmepaTop GoJibIle He XOTeJl HUYEero CJILIIATh 0 MapKu3e AHe U HaMePEeHHO CMEHMTI TEMY
pasrosopa.

— IIa, kctatu. TH Bedb yKe Bumesna puidy [[3uH-BaHa?
PriGy?..

Kaxk Tonbko Ljo-mu ycmbimana 3To CJI0BO, ee Cpa3y XkKe IO0TOKOM 3aXJIECTHYIIN YHU3UTEJIbHEE
BocrioMuHaHusg. OHa Moryia Obl 3a0bITh YUTO YTOMHO, HO HE 3Ty AYIIeBHYIO TpaBMy. CTpallHoe
BOCIIOMMHAaHUE O TOM, KaK phei0a yoapuia ee I0 JIUIY, YyTh He 3aCTaBUJIO ee 40 KPOBU IIPOKYCUTh
ryOy. Ilpunsi B cMaTeHUe, OHa CIIPOCHUIIa:

— Baime BenuuecTBo, I0YeMYy BHI BAPYT 3arOBOPHIIH 00 9TOM priGe?
HMIepaTop C y/IbI0KOH OTBETHIT:

— Ora peiba — HeoOwYHas priba. Temeps y Hee BRIPOCIA 30710Tast Yelnysi. MHe KaXkeTCs, UTO 9TO
GrarompusiTHOE pefA3HaMeHoBaHue. [IyMalo, Tebe TOXKe CTOUT Ha Hee B3TIISTHYTh.

HO}Kap BO OBOpPIie q}KYHHYﬂ, B KOHII€ KOHIIOB, OBIJT HECYACTIIMBLIM IIpouCiIeCTBrEM, HO pr6y 3un-
BaHa UMIIEPATOP CUUTA 6J'Ial"01'[pI/IHTHBIM IIpea3HaMeHOBaHUEM. OH Kak Pa3 BCIIOMHHII, 4YTO L1o-11111,



II0X0XKe, Hefomo01uBaa 3Ty pei0y. OH Hagescs, 4YTO OHa llepecTaHeT YIPSIMUTHCS U
BOCTIOJTb3YETCS 3TUM IIIaHCOM, YTOOBI TOMUPUTHCS ¢ LI[3uH-BaHOM. Pa3Be 3TO He NIyd4Ille, Y4eM MOMyCTy
IIPOCUTH 3a Mapku3a AHs? Kpome Toro, ata peiba Moriaa CMBITh ¢ LIio-I1 HeCYacTIUBYIO aypy.

Lro-mm: "Yro?"

Llro-1r He MOTJIa YTHAThCS 3a XOJOM MbICTel uMrepaTopa. iMnepartop yxe moBepHycs K LI3uH-
BaHY U C yJIBIOKOM ITpUKa3al eMy IIPUHECTH MaJlIeHbKOT'0 KapIa.

Cepaue Li3uH-BaHa cxkanock. [IBa 4aca ele He npouind. OH He 3Hau, ycmen nu Cso FOu
IIPEBPATUTLCS 00PaTHO B PHIOY.

LI3uH-BaH HUKAK He MOT IIPUHECTH ceryac U3 Toi KoMHaTH Csi0 F0s, mo3ToMy OH IpHUAyMal CIoco0,
KakK MOTSAHYTh BpeMs. [Tockonmbky Ban Cu He Ovino psimoM ¢ HuM, LI3un-BaH nonpocun Jlo XKyimsHa
IIPUTOTOBUTH NIPUHAMAJIEKHOCTH A1 ucbMa. OH B35J1 KUCTh U Hadall Me[JIeHHO ucaTh. Bece 310
3aHAJI0O HEKOTOPOE BPEMS.

HMnepatop yBUAes KpaCUBLIM U pa3MallUCThHIM [T04epK L[3MH-BaHa U IIPUILETT B XOPOIllee
HacTpoeHue. L|3uH-BaH Hamucas IPUMepHO Cefyolee: KOrfa OH IepeofieBasics B 60KOBOM KpPHIIe
[BOpIIA, TO 3a0IHO ITOKOPMUI pPrIOy. Priba chefla CIMIIKOM MHOTO U Cefyac CIUT.

Wwmmeparop: "..."

VimmepaTop HeMHOTO paccTtpouscs. OH 3Has, uTo LI3uH-BaH oueHb M0OUT CBOIO PrIOy. KpoMe Toro,
3Ta phiba oTpacTuia 30JI0TYIO Yellyio. FiMiiepaTop mogyMas, 4To Takoe 01aronpusiTHOe
npeg3HaMeHOBaHUE OTJIMYAEeT 9Ty PHIOY OT OOBIYHEIX, & 3HAYHUT, K HEW MOXKHO IIPOSIBUTH
OOIOJIHUTEJIbHOE CHUCXOXKEHUE.

MMnepaTop CKa3al C yIEIOKOM:

— B TakoMm cnydae, gaBaiiTe nogoxneM. B Haka3zaHue L[31H-BaH COCTaBUT MHE KOMIIaHHUIO 3a UTPOU B
BOUIIN.

l13uH-BaH KUBHYI U cornacuics. Jlo XKy#iusH cpasy ke 1oMyascs 3a JOCKOM [l UTPHL

Korga nMnepaTtop ¢ KeM-TO UIpaj B BIUIY, OH IOYTH HUKOTTA HEe IPOUTpHIBa, HO 1I3WH-BaHy OH
IIpourpar gBa pa3a moapsan. TeM He MeHee, B KaXou U3 mapTui 1[3uH-BaH BHIUTPEIBAJI JIUIIL Ha
BOJIOCOK. MiMIiepaTop yieIOHYICS U 00pyran ero npo cebs: "Bot HerogHuk!"

TeMm He MeHee, Jaxe MPOUTPHIBAS, UMIIEPATOP COXPAHSII CIIOKOMCTBHE.

B 3T0 Bpems TpeTuy IPUHI IONOLIEN IOCMOTPETh Ha UX UTPY, IBITasCh COCTaBUTh KOMIaHu. K
CO2KaJIeHNI0, HaBBIKU UTPHl B BAUIM Y TPETHETO MIpHHIIa ObLIM HaUXy[ALUINMU CpefX BcexX mpuHileB. OH
CMOTpeJI, HO HU4ero He IIOHUMaJI U3 YBUAEHHOr 0. Ero Hejlenble KOMMEHTapuy, KOTOPEIE OH OTIIyCKaJl
BpeMs OT BpeMeHH, Haya/lu pa3gpaxaTh UMIiepaTopa. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OH IIpUKa3ajl TPeTheMY
IIPUHILY OTOUTHU B CTOPOHY.

TpeTtuit mpuHI] mocMoTpen Ha L[3uH-BaHa rjla3aMu, MOTHEIMY BOCXUIIEHNS, 3aBUCTH U OOUMHL.
[Tpexne OH XOTeJI IPUBJIEYb HA CBOIO CTOPOHY LI3MH-BaHa, HO Teneph OH OTHOCUJICS K HEMY HEMHOT'O
HaCTOPOXKEHHO.

[IlecToit IPUHIT IPOTSIHYJ PYKY U C YIBIOKOM IOTSIHYII ero K cele.



— Tpertuii 6part, mydiie HabMIOOATh 3a UTPOX MoT4a. £ TOXKe He CIIUIIKOM pa30upaioch B 9TOM UTPe.
[TocToii 3meCh CO MHOU B CTOPOHKE.

HOCKOJ’IBKY IIIeCTOM IIPUHI] BOBpEMSs IIOOOIIE]I, YTOOLI IIOMOYb TPEeTbEMY IIPHUHITY, UMIIEPATOPD
HEO0XKUOAHHO OOapHuJI OJIO6pI/ITeJ'IBHBIM B3rjIiAgOM 3TOT'0 ChIHA, KOTOPOT'O PaHbIIE ITPOCTO HE 3aMedall.

LI3uH-BaH BHUMATEIBHO CIIEUIT 3a BpeMeHeM. Korfa iBa Yaca IMOYTH MPOIIJIH, OH BCTAJl CO CBOETO
MeCTa ¥ OTIIPABUIICS 3@ PHIOOH.

Bau Cu noOpoCcoBeCTHO Kapayuil CHapyXKu Ilepef 3aKphITOU ABepbhio. L[3WH-BaH CKa3al HUKOT0 He
BIIyCKaTh B KOMHATY, [I09TOMY OH HUKOr0 He BIlycKaia. OH He MPOIMYCTUJI BHYTPb Jaxe TeX CIYyT,
KOTOPHIE IIPUHECIHU Yall.

Cuapyxwu LI3vH-BaH pa3roBapuBaj C UMIIEPATOPOM, TIIATENIbHO Iog0upast Kaxkgoe CiIoBo, 6ynTo
maraj 10 TOHKOMY Jibay. B 9T0 Bpems, MpsAdyLInuiicsa BHYTPU KOMHATHL JIu FOU CIOKOWHO OTABIXANI, He
WCIIBITHIBAST HUKAKUX TPEBOT U 3a00T.

Korpa LI3uH-BaH ylIesn, OH OCTaBUJI Ha CTOJe He(PUTOBYIO LIKATYJIKY, B KOTOPOU XPaHUIOCh
yroieHue Oys pbiObl. TaM ObIM BCEBO3MOXKHBIE CIIafOCTH U 3aKYCKU — BCe, 4TO JIio0ua 3Ta phida.

JIu O#1 B35/ B pyKH HE()PUTOBYIO IIKATYJIKY X Hayasl CKpallliBaTh CBOe OXKHIaHNe BKYCHOU eOu.
[Toka LI3uH-BaH OBUT CHapyK¥, OH YyBCTBOBAJ ce0sl 0UeHb CIIOKOWHO. BpeMs [y1s1 Hero IpoJieTesno
ovicTpo. Korpa cucrema Hadana o6paTHBEINA OTCYET, OH IIOCTABUJI HE(PUTOBYIO IIKATYIKY Ha MECTO U
IIOCIIYIIHO IIOAOIIe] K aKBapUyMy [0XKUAAThCSA CBOET0 IIpeBpalleHusl. ..

Kak tonbko JIu FOi 3anprIrHys1 00paTHO B XpyCTaIbHBIM COCY[, Cpa3y ke BepHyJics L[3nH-BaH.

Ou! Xozsun! Priba Bena ce0st 0ueHb XOPOIIo U faxe caMma cebst mokopmuma! JIu Ot sHepruyHo
IIOMaXHWBaJjl XBOCTOM.

ManeHbKHUH KapIl CHavalla HeMHOT0 0eCIIOKOUJICS, YTO IOCTIe "UCUYe3HOBEHUS" ero YeJI0BeYeCKon
¢dopwmel LI3uH-BaH cCHOBa HauHeT mMoucKu. OgHako L3uH-BaH He cTas 9Toro fgenaTh. OH cpa3y xe
TIOJOIIIEeNI K HEMY U YHEC ¢ co00# prfy BMeCTe C XPYyCTaJbHEIM COCYIOM.

— Baiiie BBICO4YECTBO, YTO HACYET TOTO YEJI0BEKA, KOTOpBIfI OCTaBaJICA B KOMHaATE...

Ban Cu xoren IMOMHTEPECOBATHCA, Kyad OEJICA IOHOIIA-HAaJIOZKHHUK, KOTOprfI BCerga BHE3aIlHO
IMOABIIAJICA U3 HUOTKYIA, da 3daTEM TdK 2K€ BHE3aIIHO PAaCTBOPAJICA B BO3OyXe.

LI3uH-BaH 6pocu Ha Hero MUMOJIETHBIM B3TJIAA: "YKe ymien".
Bau Cu: ???

EBHyx BaH HMYero He moHsAI. A BOT MaJIeHbKHM KapIl, KOTOPOro HeC B pyKax LI3uH-BaH,
IIOYYBCTBOBaJI, 4YTO Y HETO CHOBa CTaJI0 CIOKOKMHO Ha AyIIe.

IToxoxe, 1I3uH-BaH YZKe IIPUBLIK K €0 BHE3AIITHEIM NCYE€3HOBEHUAM.

[I3uH-BaH npusec JIu I0s Kk uMnepartopy. Yeunes Llto-1111, MaleHbKUY KapIl CUJIBHO YAUBUJICH.
[Touemy GnaropopmHas CynpyTa Bce ellle 3pechk? Heyxkenu 0o cux mop HAKTO He pa3obiadu ee?

W xe pealibHbEIE COOBITHS OTIUYAIOTCS OT TeX, YTO ONMCAHHI B HOBEIE?

WmMmepatop mpukasan LI3uH-BaHy mogHeCcTH pri0y mobiuxke. B To 2Ke camMoe BpeMsi OH IIO[03Ball K



ce0Oe Llro-mu. Llo-111 Hanpsiraach BCEM TEJIOM, C TPEBOTOM YCTABUBIIUCH Ha PHIOY B XPyCTaIbHOM
cocyzne. Y Hee 4yTh rja3a He BBUIE3NU U3 OPOUT.

XOoTsT HA XKHUBOTE U XBOCTE PHIOLI BEIPOCTIA 30JI0Tast Yelnys, OHa Oblyia yBepeHa, YTo 3TO Ta caMast
prIfa, KOTOpas yoapuia ee 1o juny. axe eciu Obl 9Ta OTBpATUTeNIbHAS PrIfa IPeBpaTUiIach B IIpax,
OHa BCe PaBHO CMOTJia Ok ee y3HATH!

HmnepaTtop xoTen, 4ToObl OHa B3TJISTHYJIA Ha 9Ty puiOy. [axe ecnu Lio-1u CUIBHO HE XOTEIO0Ch 3TOT0
menaTth, OHA He MOTJia ITONTH IIPOTUB BOJIM UMIIepaTopa. Tem Gojee, 4TO IO CJIOBAM ¥ [IeHCTBUSIM
MMIlepaTopa OHa YyBCTBOBaJsa, YTO OH IIPHUOAET 3TOi phibe OOJbIIIOEe 3HAUEHUE.

LIro-mmu 3acTaBuia cebs momoiTu 611MXKe U ¢ TPYAOM YIBI0OHYIach CBOUMM ApoxkKamuMu rybamu. OHa
X0Tesa Obl MPOU3HECTH HECKOIBKO (Ppa3, YTOOH TOXBAIUTE PHIOY, BOT TOJIBKO OHA THICSYM pa3 pyrasa
ee mpo cebs, ¥ Temeps, KOTOa OT Hee BHE3AMHO OTPe00Baioch BO3HOCUTD € XBally, V Hee B TopJie
3acTpeBasiu cjioBa!

VBuneB HeecTecTBeHHYI0 ynbIOKy Llto-mu, Jlu FO¥t 3ampozai oT cTpaxa, HO 3aTeM phifa
II04YyBCTBOBaJIa apoMaT KUIlapuca.

O, 3HauuT, 6;1aTOPOAHAS CYIPyra BOCIOIb30Balach TOH ke YIIOBKOU, YTO U B KHUTe. Torna mouemy
JKe IIeCTOM U TPETUH NPUHITH HUYero He IPefIpPUHSIIN?

JIn FO# yKpagkou OpOCHII ellle ONUH B3TJISA Ha TPETHEro MpHHIa. Y 3TOT0 AYPHS 3aCThUIO Ha JIMlle
BhIpaXkKeHMe TaKoU I'Iy0OKOU ropedy, CJI0OBHO eMy XOTeJI0Ch OPOCUTHCS NMPSIMO CIOfa, K 9TOM pride. JIu
FOu cpasy ke Bce noHs1. Heyxenu TpeTuu NpUHI] 0Ka3aJICs HACTOJIbKO HUKYEMHEIM, YTO He CMOT
BBIOPATD MOAXOOSAIINY MOMEHT, YTOOH! BEIBECTH LIf0-ITM Ha YHUCTYIO BOTY?

910 HUKyma He rogutcs. JIu FOit 3agymarcs. MoxeT ObITh ero 1 671aropomHyo cynpyry Lo
IEeNCTBUTEILHO CBsI3aia BMecTe cynb0a? [IpuIio BpeMsi eMy JTUYHO B3SITh BCE B CBOM PYKu!

Kaxpeiii pa3 nepeBopayuBaThCs KBepxy 6pioxoM OBLIO CIUIIKOM HeuHTepecHO. JIu FO#t 030pHO
yneibuyncs. Hy mepxutecs! Cetiuac oH nomnpobyeT Koe-4TO HOBOE.

Llro-1v He MuTasi CMOTpesa Ha pei0y. BHE3amHO y Hee MOsIBUIOCH CTPaHHOe IpenadyBcTBre. Heyxenu
aTa pel0a CHOBA X0YET CHIrPaTh HaM HEeH 3yI0 MIYTKY...

Pri6a npunsinach 6ecIpecTaHHO pa3MaXUBaTh XBOCTOM. UePHEIN C 30JI0TOM XBOCT BHITJISIIEN OY€Hb
KPaCHBO U IPUTATaTENbHO. [I1o-11 cMoTpesa Ha Hero, 6yATo 3auapoBaHHas. BHe3amHo priba CUIBHO
3agpoxKajia BCEM TeJIoM U — OyJIb — BBIYCTHJIA CEPHIO IIY3hIPhKOB. CrienaB HeOObIIYIO MTay3y, OHA
CHOBa B3[POTHYJIA ¥ BHIMYCTHIIA €llle JINHHYIO IIeTI0YKY My3bIPbKOB.

I_[IO'].HI/I‘ noom

Korpma priba BHITyCTHTIA TIEPBYIO CEPHUIO MTy3HIPHKOB, UMIIEPATOp U 1[3MH-BaH HAXOOUINCh 0YEHD
671M3K0 U cpa3y Ke 3aMeTHUJIU 3TO.

HMnepaTop yAUBIEHHO CIIPOCHIL:
— TSHBYM, YTO IPOUCXOOUT C TBOEH PHIOOI?

lI3vH-BaH NOHSJI, YTO KapI-geMOH CHOBa IPUAyMasl KaKOU-TO KOBapHHIN IjTaH. Kak OH MOr He
IIOMOYb phi0e, Tonsrpas ei? OH Hapo4HO U300pa3usl HEBO3MYTHUMOE BEIPaXKeHUe JIUla U IOCMOTPET
Ha CTOsBIIEro psgom Ban Cu.



EBHyx Ban cpa3y ke 03By4HuIs TO, 4TO ObUIO Ha yMe y LI3uH-BaHa.

— Baime BenuuecTBo, ¥ 9TOM PHIOB €CTh 0CO0eHHOCTh. KaXK bl pas, Korga oHa YyBCTBYET PE3KUi
3alnax, y Hee HauMHaeTcs HegoMoranue. Ceilyac OHa yuxaer.

JIu YOu: "..."

Hennoxo, eBHyx Ban! JlagHo, Ha 3TOT pa3 5 faXke He CTaHy Ha TeOs CepaUuThCS 3a TO, YTO TH Ha3Bal
MeHs Yuxalolei prrooi!
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