9Ta BeTKa KHUIIapHuCa IIpeacTaBiIdila co0ol BellleCTBEHHOE I0Ka3aTeIbCTBO IIPOTHUB Lro-111u.

OueBUOHO, YTO 3TOT MOXKap OblI ciytaHupoBaH L{fo-mm. Ho pa3Be oHa Morjia IOOBEPTHYTH Ce0s
OIIaCHOCTH IIPH TaKoM 60bIIoM noxape? UTo, eciiu OroHb CIy4aHo 00XKer OBl ee JIAL0, NN
CIIy4MJIOCH ellle YTO-HUOynb HenpenBumeHHoe? Torga ee miaH npuHec 61 6osblie yuepba, 4eM
IIOJIb3HL.

Ha camomM fene, korga 3aroperscs gBopen YKyHIyi, Lifo-1u BMecTe Co CBOeU NOBEPEHHOU
CJIy2KaHKOMU yXKe CIIpsATaiach fAajieKo 0T MeCTa IIPOUCIIeCTBUSA. K TOMy MOMEHTY, KOra IIoxKap o4TH
IIOTYIINIIA, OHA CTUCHYJIa 3yOhl ¥ HaHecsa cebe Ha PYKy HECKOJIBKO 03KOTOB, ITOCJIE YEr0 IIOTUXOHBKY
BepHynach o6paTHo. Korfa npupeT BpeMs, oHa GyfieT YIIOPHO TBEPAUTh, UTO IIOCTPafajia BO BpeMs
ImoxKapa, ¥ TOTfla HUKTO He CTaHeT COMHEeBaThCs B €€ CloBax!

YToOHl YyCTPOUTH IT0Kap BO ABopIe YxyHuy#, L{fo-1mu ocTaBuIa TaM CBOIO APYIYIO BEPHYIO CIIyKaHKY,
KOTOpY!0 3Bajnu XyaHs Xya. [locie nopzxora oHa foxkHa Oblla OeccnenHo uc4de3nyTs. Ecnu Lo-mm
caMa HMYero He CKaxKeT, HUKTO HUYero He y3Haer.

Tak 3Tu COOBITHS OIUCHIBANIKCEH B HOBeJTe. K coxanenuio, LIfo-11i coBepIImia HECKOIbKO POKOBEIX
omm0OoK. [TepBo# 13 HUX GblJIa Ta BETKA, KOTOPOU OHa 060kTya cebs. CyyaiHO BBIIIIO TAK, YTO 3TO
Oblla BeTKa KUIIAPHUCOBOTO iepeBa. Kumapuc o61agan ocoObIM IpeBecHBIM apoMaToM. IIoMUMO BCETO
npouero, Llio-1u oIBepHYyIach BeTKa KUIIapKrca ¢ 0c060 CHIBHEIM 3alaxoM. B pe3ynbTaTe Ha ee
paHe 0CTasICs OPeBecHEIM apoMaT KUIIapuca, KOTOPHIHA HE Pa3BesiyiCs JaXKe CIYCTs JOJIT0e BPeMs.
[ITecTo¥ TPHUHII CMOT €T0 MOYyBCTBOBATH.

Llro-1mIm 3asgBUIa, YTO OHA ITOCTPafaia OT IToXkapa Bo gBoplie YKyHIYH, HO B IeMICTBUTEILHOCTH
00M30CTH OT ABOPIIA UXKYHIYH He POCIIO HY OMHOTO KMIIaPUCOBOTO fiepeBa. [IPpyruMu ClI0BaMH, 3TO
MOKa3bIBAJIO, YTO Lf0-I1T1 MOTyYria 0KOT He BO ABOPIe UXKYHIYH, a TIe-TO B APYTOM MECTe, Tfie
POCTIY KUTIaPUCHI.

[To Ccr0XKeTy KHUTH IIeCTOM MIPUHI OKa3aicsd JOBOIbHO OCBEOOMJIEHHBIM U IIOMOT TPEThEMY MIPUHIY
OTHICKATh HY2KHOE MecTo. ITO Oblyla Teppaca fAcuHb, KOTOpas HaXOauIach HeaaeKo OT ABOpIIA
Yxynuyu. OHU faxe HalIM HECKOJIBKUX CTpaXeu, KOTOPhIe 3aCBUETEILCTBOBAJIY, YTO BULEJIA TaM
Lro-1m1m.

BeTky Kumapuca, KoTopyio Llto-1i HeoOIyMaHHO OCTaBHUIIa JIeXaTh Ha 3eMJie, TOXKe yIaioch HalTH.
OpuH KoHell BeTKH OBIl 00yTJIeH, a APyroi 00MOTaH HOCOBHIM IIJIaTKOM, YTOOH e OBIIo ymobHee
mepXkaThb ee B pyke. Ha miaTke ObLIM BHILIUTH IIBETH AUKOM sI0JTOHM, KOTOPHIE OYeHb JTobuma Lo-my.
OTa Belllb TOXKE CTajla BeIlleCTBeHHBIM NOKAa3aTe/IbCTBOM IIPOTUB Hee, HapsAy C BETKOUM KHUIIapuca.

KmroueBoro cBupetens, Xyanb Xya, yaaaoCh HauTA HEMHOI0 1103ke. Kak okasanocs, XyaHb Xya
ucnyrasnach, 4yto L{o-mu 3axo4yeT n36aBUTHCS OH Hee, IOTOMY YTO OHAa CJIMIIKOM MHOTO 3Hasna. Bot
noyeMy oHa cOezxKaJla ¥ CIIpsiTajiach B UMIIEPaTOPCKOM cafy, The ee U 00HapyKUIU OgUNHEHHEIE
TPeThero NpuHila. TpeTuil IpuUHI] IbITal XyaHb Xya, II0Ka Ta He paccKa3aJjia BCIO [IpaBay, TEM CaMbIM
pa3obmauuB Lo-mu.

Takum oO6pa3oM, B HOBeslle Llfo-11u moTepIiesia COKPYIIUTeNbHOe opaxeHnue. Ho ceifiuac TpeTust u
I1eCTOM IIPUHIIE TPOJOJIKaIK 0e30elCTBOBaTh U TAHYTh BpeMs. JIu O omacarsicsi, YTO KOBApHHIH
naH L{fo-1m MoXkKeT 0Ka3aThCs ycmelHbM. OH He MOT IPenyNpefuTh TPETLET0 UJIH LIECTOTO
IIPUHIA, TI03TOMY €My He 0CTaBajIoCh HUYETro APYroro, KpoMe Kak coo0muTs 060 BceM LI3uH-BaHy U
IIPEIOCTaBUTh EMY BO3MOXKHOCTh IIPUHSThH PEIIeHNUeE.

JIn FO# nocTaparscs paccka3aTh 0 CaMOM BaXXHOM, COOOIIUB, Ie IpsAdeTcs XyaHb Xya U B UeM
cekpeT paHeHus Llio-1mu.



ll3uH-Bau: "..."
Bomuysich u3-3a Toro, 4To L[3WH-BaH MOXKeT eMy He oBepuTh, JIu O mocnemntHo nodaBuit:

— 9rto0 npaBpa. [ToxanyicTa, TOBepbTe MHE, Ballle BEICOYECTBO. XOTA 51 He MOTY 00BSICHUTH, OTKyZa
MHe BCe 3TO U3BECTHO, HO s 00elllalo, YTO BCe CKa3aHHOe MHOU SIBJISIETCS YHUCTOM IpaBaoi. TaliHoe
IHAChMO, KOTOPOE MONy4uusl E-mui3sl, Toxke ObII0 HallMCaHO MHOM. BHI...

Campiii GBICTPHIN cITOoCcO0 3aBoeBaTh AoBepue L[3uH-BaHa U3 TeX, YTO MPUIIIH B royioBy JIu FOio,
3aKJII04aJICs B TOM, YTOOB IOKa3aTh HCTUHHOCTh CBOMX CJIOB C IIOMOIIIbIO ITChMa, KOTOPOE OH KOrha-
To Hanucan E LluuxyaHto.

ITO IHUCHEMO OOHAXKMOBI IIOMOTIJIO CeMbe Y3HBIHb n306exkaTh 66):[]:1. LI3uH-BaH HaBEPHAKA YGGJII/IJICH B
€ro IIpaBOUBOCTH.

[Tocne atoro JIu FO# ToYHO MPOLUTHPOBA Coflep:KaHue mucbMa. L[3uH-BaH U E-IUI3H IepxKany B
cekpeTe caM (paKT CylIeCTBOBAHUS 3TOT0 IIOC/IaHUS, TOTOMY O €T0 COoepKaHUU, TIOMUMO
HECKOJIbKUX BEPHBIX UM JII0Ie#, OBIJI0O U3BECTHO TOJILKO OTIIPABUTENIO TUChMa. Ecnu 1[3uH-BaH BepUI
TOMY IIHUCBbMY, TO HOJI?KEeH OBbLI IIOBEPUTH U HAIIMCABIIEMY €TI0 YeJIOBEKY!

JIr KO 3aKOHYMII CBOIO MBUIKYIO peyb. LI3WH-BaH CIIOKOWHO KMBHYJI TOJIOBOY B 3HAK TOT'0, YTO €My
BCe NIOHATHO. TeM He MeHee, OH NIPOAOJIXKal fAepxkath 3a pyKy Jlu FOs, He oTmiyckas ero.

JIn FO# HepBHO CTIOTHYN citony. HeT, moueMy LI3uH-BaH Tak BefeT cebs1? B mporiyio ux BCTpeuy
IIPOU30IIO IPAKTUYECKH TO XK€ CaMoe.

[I3un BaH goctan HepUTOBHIHM KOIOKOTBYKK U HECKOJIBKO Pa3 ITO3BOHUII B Hero. [lepen TeM, Kak
Bau Cu oTnpaBuscs 3a 4aeM, L[3uH-BaH CyHYJI eMy B PYKY 3alMCKY, B KOTOPOU IIpHKa3anl eMy
IPUTBOPUTHCS, YTO YIIET 3a YaeM, a Ha CAaMOM [ieJie JepKaThCs Ha PACCTOSIHUM, He TTO3BOJISS
HUKOMY IOAXOAUTh 67113K0. YembimaB curian, Ban Cu nocmenmun o6patiHo. OTKPHIB ABEPE, OH CPa3y
JKe YBUJIEJI, YTO eT0 BEICOUYECTBO KPEIKO IePXKUT 3a PYKY MOJIOLOTO CIIyTy BHYTPEHHUX ITOKOEB, HU 3a
YTO He XKeJas OTIYCKAaTh.

Ban Cu: "..."

OTa ciueHa Oblla TOX0XKa Ha AexkaBio. BaH Cu OYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK y HETo 3aTperneTano cepaue. [Ipu
OnuzKaiieM pacCMOTPEHUH 3TOT CJIyTra TOXKe BHITJISIAEeN O4eHb 3HaKoMO. Ban Cu BCIIOJIOIIUICS.
Pa3Be 9T0 He TOT caMbIi HAJIOXKHUK U3 YyKOU ceMbu? [IoueMy OHM CHOBa BCTPETUJIACH B
MMIIEPaTOPCKOM ABOPIIE?

LI3un-BaH 6pocun B3rnsag Ha JIu KOs. JIu FO# moHs, 4To TOT UMes B BUAY, ¥ OBICTPO MTOBTOPUIT [JIs
Ban Cu cBol pacckas.

Ban Cu cpa3sy noHsJI, YTO 3TO HEJI0 CEPbe3HO0e, U CIIPOCUIL:
— YTo BH coOMpaeTech enaTh, Balle BEICOYECTBO?
JIn FO# mpepdmosnaras, 4YTo ero BEICOYECTBO 3aX0UeT JIMYHO pa300paThCs C 3TUM OEeJIOM.

BOHpeKI/I ero oxupauusaM, LI3uH-BaH 6p0CI/IJ'I Ha HEero 3arafloYHbI{ B3TJISA[, a 3aTeM HOTHSI PYVKY,
IIOKa3kbIBas TPH ITaliblid.

Ban Cu c ynbiOKoM cka3an:



— OTOT CTaphId CIyra BCe MOHSN. f TalHO mepefaM 3Ty HOBOCTH JIIOASIM TPETLETO MpHUHIA. TpeTuit
IIPUHII KaK Pa3 CUJIbHO 00€CIIOKOEH U3-3a TOT0, YTO MapKu3 AHb OTKA3bIBAaETCS CHaBaThCA. ECIM MBI
IIPEOCTaBUM €My 3Ty BO3MOXKHOCTb, BallleMy BHICOYECTBY He IIPUAETCS YTPYXKAATHCS JTUUHO.

HH }OIZ' n n
3HAYUT, TaK TOXKE MOKHO?

LI3uH-BaH OPOCUIT HETEePIIeIUBHIM B3TJIsA Ha Ban Cu, Kak OyATO TOBOPS €MY IOCIIEIIUTDb U 3aHSIThCS
nenoM. Bar Cu GBICTPO IOMIPOLIAJICS U OTIIPABUIICS BHIOMHATL mopydenue. Jlu KO# Bce ene
ocTaBaJcs B pykax 1[3uH-BaHa. OHU HEOTPHIBHO CMOTPEJIU APYT Ha ApyTa.

LI3uH-BaH noTsaHy1 JIu KOs K CTONy ¥ ycafiuil ero psmoM ¢ coboii. TTocie 9Toro OH gocTast u3-3a
a3yxy MUCbMEHHEIE TPHHAIIeKHOCTH.

JIu FOu: "..."

Heyxenu 1I3uH-BaH crienuanbHO XKAaJ €r0 30eCh?

JIn FO# nouysn HenagHoe ¥ POOKO ITPOU3HEC:

— Bae BBICOUECTBO, y MEHS ellle eCTh BaXHBIE [Iefa, I X04y...
[I3uH-BaH ORICTPO Hamucan: "OTBedail Ha BOIIPOCH".

JIn FO# nmomzkan ryosl, 6pocUB YKpPagKOM B3I Ha L[3uH-BaHa.
— Ecnu g oTBeuy, BBl I03BOJIUTE MHE YUTH?

Kaxk TonbKO 3TH ClIOBa CJIeTeNU y HeTo C s13biKa, JIu KOi BHe3anHo Koe-uTo BcioMHuUJ. [Ipexne Ban
Cu MHOXKeCTBO pa3 NOBTOPSAT, YTO LI3WH-BaH TeprneTh He MOXKET, KOTa KTO-TO CTABUT €My yCJI0BUS.
Y Bce xe... OH OCMENUIICA TaK pa3roBapuBarth C LI3uH-BaHOM. ECIM TOT paccepnuTCs U BEITOHUT €ro
OTCIOZA... 9TO TOXKe HEIJI0XO.

OpHaKo 9TOT Heropsy LI3uH-BaH HI MPUIONHSI OPOBb 1 Hamucas: "OTBedYai YeCTHO, U TOTAa s
ormyty Tebs".

_]—II/I I_OI"/'I_ n n
He moxeT ObIiTh. 1[3uH BaH He TONMBKO HE PA303/IUIICS, HO ellle U Jajl eMy obellanue?
LI3un Ban npomonxkun mucatk: "Kak Tebst 30ByT? CKONBKO Tebe y1eT? 3aueM THI IPHIIe croma?"

[MockonbKy JIu FOii cTpeMuics yiTu Kak MOXKHO CKOpee, OH He MOT OTKa3aThCs OTBEYATh Ha 3TH
BOIPOCH. Ecu oH 6ymeT ymopHO IPOTUBUTLCS, TO JIUIIEL CO3TACT cebe Kydy IpobiieM.

JIz FO1 ¢ TOPECTHBIM JIULIOM TUXO IPOU3HEC:
— Mesns 30ByT JIu FOi. B aTOM romy MHe HCIOJTHUIOCH BOCEMHaAaTh. [loueMy s mpuiien coma...

JIn FO# BcrmoMHUII, 4TO 110 ciioBaM CUCTeMEI OH JOJIKeH OBIJT IOMOYb THPaHy U3MEHUTh CBOM
xapakTep. OH ompefeieHHO He MOT CKa3aTh 3TO BCIyX. YTO KacaeTcs ero nepeMelleHus B KHUTY...

JIr FOu mpomomKum:



— 4 Toxe He 3HAIO.

OH meliCTBUTENIBHO He 3HaJ, II0YeMy BHe3aIllHO IIPeBpaTuiCs B pri0y. XHHIK, XHbIK.
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