LI3vH-BaH B35y PEIOYy U BOIIEN B OTAI/IMBAaEMYI0 KOMHATY, PACIOJIOXKEHHYIO B 00KOBOM KpBIJIe ABOPIIA.
C Tex mop kak LI3uH-BaH 3aBes pridy, Ban Cu mOCTOSTHHO HOCUII ¢ CO60¥ 3amacHy omexnay LI3uH-
BaHa. [locTaB ee, OH XOTeJI ITOCJIelOBaTh 3a CBOMM I'OCIIOAMHOM BHYTPB, HO LI3MH-BaH TONIBKO MIPUHSII
OfleKMy U3 ero pPyK u npukasaj Bad Cu oCTaThCsI CTOPOXKUTL CHAPYKU, He TI03BOJISAS IPUOINKATHCS
HU eIVHOU XUBOU AyIIeE.

Bau Cu: ???

Ha camowMm [fienie XpyCTalIbHBIM COCYH, B KOTOPOM LI3MH-BaH HOCHU PHIOY, OBITT He efMHCTBEHHBIM. Ha
BCSKHU Cydal ObIJIO IPUTOTOBIEHO HECKOJIBKO IPYTUX, TOYHO TaKuX xke. [[3uH-BaH OBICTPO MOIOKUIT
MaJIeHbKOI'0 KapIia B APYroi XpyCTaJIbHBEIMA COCYA C BOLOK XU OCMOTPEJICS BOKPYT.

K cuacTtrio, B 9TOM KOMHATE cerdyac HaXxomuiIuch TonNbKo oH U Csto FOi. HUKTO X He T0OEeCIOKOUT.

OH BCITOMHWJI, YTO KOTMla OH BIIEPBhIE IPUHEC PHIOY HAa BCTPEUYy C UMIIEPAaTOPOM, OHA 00JIHIIa ero
BOJIOM, ITO9TOMY €My IIPHUIIIOCH CPOYHO ITOWTH ITepeoneBaThcs. B pe3ynbrare, KOToa OH BEPHYIICS, TO
yBupen Lfo-1u u ee ChiHa, MEUYIIUXCS B MAHWKe U Hepa3bepuxe. Torma oH MOgyMat, 94To 3TO GBIIO
pocTo coBnagenueM. Ho korma oH y3Hai, 4yto Cso KO# GbIT KapioM-IeMOHOM, TO TIEPEO0CMBICIIHIT
IIPOU3OIIeNIre COOBITHS U IPUIIEN K BRIBOIY, UTO, CKopee Bcero, Csio KO HapoOYHO BHIHYOU €0
y#TH, 4TOOBI ITpenonaTh HeGOoIbIIo Ypok L{o-I1i U ee CHIHY.

B aTot pa3 Csio FO# cHOBa HAMOYHUIT €T0 ofexkay. MoxeT OBITh, OH XOTeJI eMy YTO-TO COOOIIUTE?
Ho xak oH cMOXeT 001IaThCs C PEIOOI?
LI3uH-BaH BTaiHe HAMEs/ICs, YTO KapI-IeMOH IIPEBPATUTCS B UeJI0BEKA U CaM €My BCE PacCKaxerT.

Ou gonro xpan, Ho Csio FOit Tak u He u3MeHuUn ¢popmy. LI3uH-BaH ogymar, 4To omu0Ccs, ¥ Ha caMOM
nene Cso Fmw Hedero ObIJI0 eMy cKa3aTk. [Tocne Toro, Kak L[3WH-BaH BOIIeN B 3Ty KOMHATY, OH BCe
ellle He CHSIJI MOKPYIO OfIeXX[y, II0O9TOMY OH PEIXII CHadasla IepeoaeThCs.

ManeHbKHUY KapIl BCe 3TO BpeMsi 0ECIIOKOMHO KPYKHUJICS B XpycTalnbHOM cocyde. OH 3Hai, uTo LI3uH-
BaH IIPUCTAJILHO CMOTPUT Ha Hero. [leno He B ToM, uTo JIu K010 Heyero OblI0 COOBIIUTD, TPOCTO
OTBET OBLI CIMIIKOM CJIOKHBIM ¥ BEIPA3UTh €0 B BU[Ie PHIOLI OBIJIO IMPAKTUYECKHY HEBO3MOKHO.

XpycCTanbHBIN COCYH OMPOKUHYJICS COBEPIIEHHO ClTy4alHO. Pri0a He ycIiela HU4ero moaroTOBHUTS.
XHBIK, XHBIK!

JIu FO¥ mpoposKas HalnpsKeHHO IyMaTh, HEPBHO Pa30phI3ruBasi BOAY CBOMMU PHIOLUMU
IJIaBHUKaMU. BHe3anHo OH yBuze, 4To L[31H-BaH [I0BEPHYJICA K HEMY CIIMHOU.

Bce BHuMaHue JIu FOst MTHOBEHHO TIEPEKTIOUMIIOCH Ha 9Ty CIeHY: "JH, XO3SHH-THPAH, YTO ThI
cobupaemnbcs menaTh?"

MarneHbKUY KapIl MTHOBEHHO MIPUJIETIUIICS K CTEHKEe XPYCTaJIbHOTO COCYHa.

Korga ompoKuHYJICS XPYCTaJIbHEIA COCYH, IOXO0JI OfeXanl 1[3MH-BaHa MOTHOCTHIO MTPOMOK. Celdac oH
TIepeoIeBa’Cs.

[TockomnbKky 1I3uH-BaH BocmipuHuMan Cgo FOg Kak 4enoBeKa, OH MHCTUHKTUBHO OTBEPHYJICS OT HETO,
mepen TeM, KakK PacCTeTHYTh HE(PPUTOBYIO MPSAKKY Iosica. [lake BO BpeMs IIepeofieBaHUs OH KpaeM
r71a3a MPOMOJIKAJl CJIEOUTh 3a CBoeH PrIOoii. HeoXumaHHO OH 3aMETHII, YTO 9HEPTUYHO IJIaBaloIast
pbiba BHE3AITHO 3aCThIIa Ha MeCTe.



LI3uH-BaH Cpa3y xke 00epHyICcs. MaJleHbKUH KapIl IPUKAJICS K CTeHKE XPYCTaIbHOTO COCYHa.
Kpyrible uepHbie PEIObY TTa3a BCTPETUIUCH B3TIISIIOM C €T0 COOCTBEHHBIMH.

L3uu-Baw, JIu KOmi: "..."

Yke odueHb onbITHAEIM JIu FOU OCnenso MEeTHYJICS K IIPOTHUBOIIOIOKHON CTOPOHE XPYCTAIbHOT0
cocyZa, TOBEPHYBIIKUCH XBOCTOM K LI3MH-BaHy C TaKUM BUAOM, OYATO IPOCTO MIPOTLIEIBAJI MUMO.

Heyxenu 3Ta prifa cMOTpena Ha...

LI3uH-BaH BAPYT KOE-UTO IIOHSI U KOBapHO YIEIOHYJICS, OPOCUB B3I B CTOPOHY OECIIOKOMHO
KOJIBIIITYIIIET0CS PHIOBETO XBOCTA.

Hy u 4T0, ecnu Ha Hero cMoTpAT? OH He CTeCHSIeTCS IT0Ka3aThCs eMy Ha I'Jia3a.

1I3uH-BaH IIaTHYJ BIEepen U YXBATUI PhI0y 3a XBOCT, pa3BOpayuBasi ee 00paTHO, YTOOH! ITHITAIOLUTUNCS
CKPHIThCSI KapII IIOBEPHYJICS K HEMY TOJIOBOM.

[Tocne aToro priba ¢ u3yMmaeHueM HabIioana, Kak X03suH-TUPaH 0e3 BCIKUX TPU3HAKOB CMYIIIEHUS
TIEPEOIeBaETCS IPSIMO ¥ HEe Ha rias3ax.

ManeHbKUY Kapll, ony4YuBInui 60mbio mok: "Ou! He Hamo Tak genats! Y 3Toii phIObl OCTENHYT
rna3al"

C opHOU CTODPOHEI, He XKeJlasd 3TOT0 [eflaTh, a C APYroH, He B CHJIaX OTBECTH IJIa3, MaJIeHbKUY Kapl
IIPUHSIICS MOJTYa CUUTATh OPIOUIHBIE MBIIIIIE CBOETO X03sSUHa.

IomxHOo OBITH, 9POTHUYECKAS ClieHa epeofeBaHus L[3nH-BaHa aKTUBU3UPOBasa Mo3r JIu FOs,
IIOCKOJIbKY B €T0 Pa3ropsgYeHHOM I'0JI0Be BHE3allHO POAUJICS HEKUH IIJIaH AeUCTBUN, KOTOPHIA MOXKHO
ObLT0 NTUIITH ¢ OOMBILON HATSAXKKOM Ha3BaTh IIJIAHOM.

Bce mpOU30IIIITO CIUIIKOM HEOXKHUIAHHO, U ¥ HETO He GBITI0 BO3MOXKHOCTH IMOOTOTOBUTh TAWHOE
nocnanue. [[3MH-BaH cefi9ac HaXOOUIICS 3[eCh, MPSIMO neper HUM. IIpoiie Bcero ObII0 PAaCKPHITh
3aMBbICITH LIf0-111H, TPUHSIB YeI0BeYeCcKyio Gopmy.

Ila, HO KaK OH CMOXeT IIPEBPATUTHCA IIPAMO Ha I'/la3aX Y LISI/IH-BaHa?

IToxa JIu FOu PA3MBIIIIIAITI 00 3TOM, LI3MH-BaH HEOXKHUOAHHO MOOOIIIENT K HEeMY U JIETOHBKO IIOTJIaguJI
II0 T'OJIOBE.

JIu Y0u: ???

[TpuKOCHOBEHUE K T010Be OBIJIO II0X0Ke Ha KaKOM-TO CEKPeTHHIM curHai. [Tocne aToro LI3uH-BaH
BhIILIEeJI U3 KOMHATEL, 0cTaBuB JIu IOs B oquHOYeCTBe.

JIn FOm;: ".."
TOT MOMEHT cHapyxku Ban Cu rpoMKO CKa3al:
B sTOT MOMEHT CHa Bau C OMKO CKa3a

— Bame BBICOUECTBO, BHI 2KejlaeTe BRIMUTE Yasa? [loxanyicra, MOMOXKAUTE HEMHOTO. 9TOT CTaphli
CJIyra HeMe[JIeHHO CXOOUT U 3aBapuT €ro.

I3mH-BaH BHIIIET], IIOTOMY YTO 3aXOTEeJI BHIIIUTH yasq?



JIu FOi1 oKuHYy B3rI440M KOMHATY. Ha CcTosie yxKe CTOsJ IPUrOTOBIeHHBIM Yaii. Ho ceriuac oHU
HaXOMMJIUCh B UMIIEPATOPCKOM ABOpIlE, a LI3MH-BaH 00BIYHO He THJT Yaii, IPUTOTOBIIEHHBIH
IIOCTOPOHHUMU JII0ObMU. [103TOMY, 3aX0TeB BHIIUTH Yasl, OH OTIIpPaBUiICcs K Ban Cu.

JIu }O# 3Ham, 4yro 1I3uH-BaH 0OLIYHO IILET Yal, HO 3TO ObIJIO He riaBHoe. CaMoe riaBHoe, uTo L13uH-
BaH BHIIIEN U3 KOMHATHI, OCTABUB €TI0 OMHOT0. Tenepb eMy HUUTO He Melllajio CMEHUTE (hopMmy!

9T0 OBIT OUeHb YOOOHBIN CIIyYal, HO... eMY HY2KHO OBLIIO BCEe XOPOLIEHBKO 06MyMaTh!

[TepBHIM [IeJIOM €My CIeJ0BajI0 PEIIUTh, BO YTO OETHCS II0CIie IIPeBpallleHus B YejoBeKa. B aTou
KOMHATe BHCEJI0 HECKOJIbKO KOMIIIEKTOB OfIeK bl IJIsT CITYT. YTO-TO M3 9TOT0 MOTIJIO ITOMOUTH €My II0
pa3Mepy. Bo3aMokHO, 0OBIYHO CIYTY TOXKeE ITepeofieBaatuch 30eCh, U... OH MOT Obl OOJIZKUThL Ha BpeMs
UX OfleXKOy.

Bo-BTOpHIX, ITpeBpalleHre B YeJioBeKa B UMIIEPATOPCKOM ABOpIE MOTJIO IIOBJIeYh 3a COO0M
MHOKECTBO Hellpe[iCKa3yeMbIX nocencTBuii. OH 3mech OBl HE3HAKOMIIEM, ITI03TOMY €My CJIel0BajIo
BeCTU ce0s1 0c00EHHO 0CTOPOXKHO. [Tocye mpeBpaleHus eMy ClIefoBajio Kak MOXKHO CKOpee HalTH
lI3uH-BaHa U BCce paccka3aTh eMy. Ho cyuiecTBoBana ele ogHa pobieMa — KakK 3aBOeBaTh JOBEPHE
lI3uH-BaHa 3a Takoe KOpoTKoe BpeMsi? OgHako JIu IO OblT yBEpeH, YTO CIIPaBUTCS.

[Tocne Toro, kKak JIu FOi1 pacckaxeT Bce, YTO eMy U3BECTHO, LI3nH-BaH caM mouaeT pa3obnavats Lio-
. B aTo BpeMs JIu FO# 1pocTo cups4yeTcs 34eCh BMeCTe C XPYCTaJIbHEIM COCYAoM. Ecnu OH He
cTaHeT OPOAUTH T'Me TIOIaJo 110 UMIIEPATOPCKOMY [IBOPIY, @ OCTAHETCS B 3TOM KOMHATeE, TO Yepes3 ABa
yaca CMOXKeT 0J1aromoly4Ho MIPEeBPATUTLCS B PHIOY.

Korpga oH monb30Basicst CriocOOHOCTHIO IIPeBpallleH s B moMecThe [[3uH-BaHa M1 TOTO, YTOOH BKYCHO
TI0ECTh, €My BCETIa Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO BPEMS IIPOJIETAeT CIIUIIKOM OBICTPO. Temeps Ke eMy Ka3ajoch,
YTO [IBa 4aca — 3T0 0€CKOHEYHO [0nT0. HeBO3MOXKHOCTEL IPEBPATUTLCS 00PaTHO B PHIOY 10 CBOEMY
JKeJlaHUI0 CUJIBHO oropyYara ero. [IpsTaThCsl B UMIIEPaTOPCKOM [IBOPILIe OBITIO CITUIIKOM OTIacHO.

Tem He MeHee, y HETO He ObIIO HUKAKOTO APYToro crnocoba amns obimenus ¢ LI3uH-BaHoM. Yepe3
HECKOJIBKO IHEeH, CKOpee BCero, yKe He yIacTCs MoKa3aTh, 4To Llto-1u cama HaBpenuia cebe. Uro,
€CJIA He TI0JTy4YMB HEOIIPOBEPKUMEIX TOKA3aTeIbCTB, UMIIEPAaTOP CO BpeMeHeM CHOBa HAaYHET
noBepsaTh Llro-1mm?

Papu takoro BaxHoro gena Jiu FOu gomxen Ha6paTbCH CMEJIOCTH ¥ CMEHUTD CBOM 00IHK!

TmaTenbHo Bce 06aymaB, JIu KO BoCmionb30Basicst HaBEIKOM CMeHB (popMEL. [Tocie 9TOro OH EPBHIM
[eJIoM IIOTPOTajl CBOM XKMBOT. EMy He JaBasio ITOKOSI YyBCTBO CThIAA, KOTOPOE OH MCIIHITAJI,
OTIPOKMHYB XPYCTaJIbHAIM cocyn. OH X0Tes YOeOuThCs, YTO YBEJIUYUIIOCH TOJIBKO eTr0 PHIObe Teno, a
yejioBeyecKkasi (h)opMa IIPH 9TOM HE PACTOJICTela. YIOCTOBEPUBIINCH B TOM, YTO 3TOTO HE IIPOU3OIIIIIO,
OH CO CITOKOMHOM VIO BRIOpas MOAXOASIIYI0 eMy II0 pa3Mepy OfeXAy CIIyTH U Hagell ee.

[TepeomneBIInCh, OH OCTOPOKHO IPHUOTKPHII ABePb. LI3WH-BaH CTOSI CHAPYXKU U JTUYHO OXPAHSI BXOJ
B KOMHATY, 0XKHasi, ITI0Ka eBHyX BaH ImpuHeceT 4dail.

— T4wl... Bale... Ballle BEICOYECTBO!

JIn FO# moCKOYMIT OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH. XOPOIIIO, YTO OH He MOMHSI OOJIBIIOro IIIyMa, IT0Ka BO3UJICS B
KoMHaTe. OpHaKo... moueMy lI3MH-BaH He J0XKUAAICs, IT0Ka IPUHECYT Yal, yCEeBIIUCH 3a CTOJ?

LI3uH-BaH C yaEI0KOM TOCMOTPETT Ha CTOSIIIET0 IIepel HUM CIIyTy BHYTPEeHHUX IIOKOEB.



JIu HOit GpIcTpO co0Opa3uil, 4To OH ceryac Ovln ofeT B popmy ciayru. OH 3HAJ, YTO CITYTH OOBIYHO
Ienasy MOKJIOH, TPUBETCTBYS YJIEHOB UMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbr. Ho KaK BBEITJISIEN 9TOT MOKJIOH? U
HYXKHO 1111 Ob1710 JTu KO10 IIpM 3TOM CKJTa[ibIBATh MAIbIIEl B JKECTE OPXUAEn*?

[I/m: Bce cnyru BHYTPEHHUX ITIOKOEB B UMIIEPATOPCKOM OBOpLie — €BHYXU. [109TOMY TakOi KeMaHHBIN
XKecT.

XoTs OH TIEPEOHesCs, ero U0 He U3MeHUI0Ch. L[3WH-BaH N0JKeH ObLT y3HATh €r0, BEPHO?

— Bae... Bame BEICOYECTBO, 30paBCTBYUTE!

JIn FO# momgyman, 4To cMOKeT oOMaHyTh LI3uH-BaHa, eC/ii HU3KO MOKJIOHUTCS ¥ YTKHETCS JIULIOM B
3eMII10. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, KOTIa OH ORI PEIOO#, TO YaCTO BUMIEN, KaK JIIONY Iafany Hull nepepn LI3uH-
BaHOM!

JIn FO# pemmn TakK U MOCTYNUTh, HO L[31H-BaH 3aMEeTHJI, UTO €TI0 KOJIeH! Hadaslu MOAru0aThcs, U
ymepxan ero.

Korpma cunbHbIE PYKM CXBaTHIIM €T0 3a Ipennneybs, JIu FO# cpa3y ke MOHSII, YTO er0 Y3HAIH.

Kak Hu cTpanHo, JIu KOt mouyBcTBOBan HEKOTOpoe obnerdenre. OH OBICTPO cOOpasCs C MBEICTIIMU U
CKa3ai:

— Baire BHICOYECTBO, 5 HOJIKEH BaM KOe-4TO CKa3aTh. LI10-111 merdCTBUTEIbHO Obl/Ia paHeHa, HO OHA
TIOCTPajiaia BOBCE He OT Mmoxkapa Bo ABopie YxkyHIy#... OT paHH Ha ee PyKe HOIKEeH UCXONUTh
apoMart Kumapuca. YToOk OIyYUTh 9TOT 02KOT, OHA IPUXKTIIa cebe PYKy BETKOM KHUIIApPHCOBOT0
mepesa.
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