Vimnepatop npuka3san Jlo XKyiimsHy paccienoBath npousoutenmiee. Ho JIo XKyiinisH He o0HapyKul
HU4ero ocobeHHoro. Pribka L]3uH-BaHa IO-IpexkHEMY Becesio IlaBajla B CBOEH dallle.

Ha atot pa3 uMIIepaTop yZKe II0-HAaCTOAIIEeMY PAa303JIUJICA.

— BbrnaropopHas cympyra, modeMy ThI JIKeIllh, He MOPTHYB U I'Ta3oM? COBepIIEHHO 0YEBHUOHO, YTO
pei0a L[31H-BaHa BCe ellle HaXOOUTCS B darte!

T'opsiuasi KpOBb yHapuia B TonoBy Llo-mu. [IpercronHUBIINCE THEBA, OHA HETEPIIeTUBO
BOCKJIMKHYIA:

— Baime BbICOYECTBO, BCe IEHUCTBUTEILHO TaK U ObIJI0. OTa prida TOIBKO YTO BhIIETENA OTTyaa!
HWMnepaTop HaXMypHUJICA.

— To ecTh ThI XOU€IIbh CKa3aTh, YTO PEIOLI MOTYT JieTaTh? U 9Ta priba BhUIETENA U3 BOAKI, YTOOH
0CKOpOUTH TebsI, a 3aTeM yneTesia 00paTHO?

OTta peiba octaBuia B ayie Llio-mu riy0oKyio ICUX0JIOTUYEeCKYio TpaBMy. OHa HeIIPOHU3BOILHO
Hauajla KUBATh T'OJIOBOM.

— Ila, BCe MPOU30ILIO0 UMEHHO Tak. Y2Ka0-9p TOXKe 3TO BUIEI.
— BrnaropopHas cympyra, B Te6s1, uT0, 6eC BCemucs?

VimmepaTop B3TOXHYJI, SBHO HU KaIlIk ei He Beps. LIfo-1u TOIBKO 4TO Bejia cebsi COBEPIIEHHO
HOpPMaJIbHO, a Telleph YCTPOUJIa CYMAaTOXy ¥ HECET IOJIHYIO 4Uylhb. PriOa, KOTOpas MOXKeT JIeTaThb?
Pa3Be Takoe BO3MOKHO?

Ecnu B Hee He Bcenuiicsi 6ec, TO C 4Yero oHa BAPYT NPHHSIACh 0ECHOBATLCS U JlaXKe pacTpernana CBOU
BOJIOCHI?

— Maro Toro, 4TO TH caMa 00JITaels BCSKYI €PYHMY, TH eIIle X0UYelllb BTSIHYTh B 9TO [IEJI0
TaHbYKa0, 4TOOH! OH BCJief 3a T00OM IMOBTOPSI MOK0OHYI0 6€CCMBICTIUITY?

Cuauana My TgaHbYKa0 cobupascs moMoysb LIfo-11u, HO YCIIBIIIAB 9TO, OH Cpa3y Ke IMIPOTJIOTHUII CJI0Ba,
KOTOPHIE OBIIIM TOTOBBEI COPBATHCS C €To A3bKa. [Toka Llfo-mu Bo30yKOeHHO MbITanach MofaTh eMy
rna3amu curtai, My Tarpuxkao nmogyMman: "Celidyac ©UMIIepaTOp COBEPIIEHHO HE ITIOBEPU B 3Ty
ucroputo. Ecnu s 6yny ymopHO noamgepkuBaTh Lljo-1111, 9T0 MOXKeT OropuyuTh uMmneparopa. C Kakou
CTaTH 5 OOJIKeH 0e30yMHO JIe3Th Ha POKOH?"

Pagu TuTyna HacnmegHoro mpuHia My Tsaub4Kao 6b11 roTOB Ha Bce. OH 611aropa3yMHO CKa3all:
— Orewn, BalyM MyAphle CJI0Ba a0COTITHO IPAaBUIBHEL. OTOT CHIH... HUUETO TaKOro He BUOET.

LIto-1m1 HeJOBEPYMBO MOCMOTPETIa Ha CBOEr0 COOCTBEHHOT0 ChiHa. My TAHbYKa0 BUHOBATO OTBETI
cBoii B3rnsag. OH CKOPO CTaHEeT HacCJeAHBIM IIPUHLIEM. UTO IIJT0X0r0 B TOM, YTO OH IIPOSBIISET
OCTOPOKHOCTH?

MMmnepaTop HELOBOIBHO CKA3aJ:

— BraropopHasi cynpyra, gaxe TSIHbYXKA0 He MOXKET ITOATBEPOUThL TBOU CJI0Ba. ThI XOUeIllb CKa3aTh
elle 4To-HUOYOb B CBOIO 3aIIUTY?



— Bamre BenuuecTBo, 3TO... fIa, 5 Oblla He B cebe u HaroBOpHuja T'J'[yr[OCTefl. HO}KaHYI;ICTa, IIPpOCTUTE
MeH4.

Llto-mmu 06uKeHHO Kycajla CBOM BUIIMHEBHIE I'yOBI. [I0CKOIBKY laxke ee COOCTBEHHBIM CHIH He T0XKeal
eyl TOMOYb, YTO ellle OHa MOTja cKa3aTh? Ell 0CTaBasoCh TOIBKO IPU3HATH, YTO Y HEE€ BPEMEHHO
IIOMYTHJIOCH B T'OJIOBE.

WmnepaTop He MOBEPUII €€ CI0BaM, T03TOMY OBIIIO COBEPILIEHHO OECII0IE3HO TPOA0IKATh
JKanoBaThCs. JIydilee, 4TO OHa MOTJIA CAeJIaTh B IOJOOHOM CUTYaAIlUH, 3TO MTOKASITHCS U YCIIOKOUTH
THEB UMIIepaTopa. B Takoe BpeMs OHa He MOTJIa cebe MO3BOIUThL OUTHCS HACMEPTH C KAKOH-TO
PHIOOIA.

Kak pa3 B TOT MOMeHT, Korfa Lfo-1111 He0OXOTHO MpPU3Haia CBOI BUHY, LI3MH-BaH HACTYIIUII CBOEU
BBIIIUTOM 00YBBIO Ha JIeXKaBIINI Ha IO0Jy InaTokK. Ban Cu, KOTOPEIHM BCe BpeMs Cllef[oBall 3a CBOUM
roCIomuHOM, OBICTPO BeIOEXKal BIepen, HarHyscs u nogobpan ero. ITockonbky Ban Cu He 3HaJ, KOMY
MIPUHAMAJIEXKUT ITOT IJIAaTOK, OH PAa3BEPHYJI €r0 ¥ YIUBJIEHHO OXHYIL.

— Ban Cu, 4TO OISATH CTPSACIOCH?

ViMmepaTop MOYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO y HET'O HauMHAaeT 00JIeTh T0JI0Ba OT BCEX 3TUX COOBITHH,
IIPOXCXOASAIINX OOHO 3a APYTHUM.

Ban Cu ckasai:

— JloKIafbIBao BallleMy BeIU4eCTBY, KaXKeTCs, 3TOT Cliyra mopobpart... maaToK 671aropogHoM
cynpyru. Ho oTKyma Ha HeM B3s71aCh PHIObS delrysi?

[Toka Ban Cu mpou3HOCH 9TH CJIOBA, OH IOMHSII IIJIATOK, YTOOH! BCE CMOTJIM €T0 pasrisaneTs. [ImaTok
OBbLIT BBIIIIUT LIBETAMU AUKO#M s16710HM. [laXKe UMIIepaTOp Y3HAJ B HEM Belllb, IPUHA/JIEKAIIYI0
6maropopHo# cynpyre. Kak u ropoput Ban Cu, K maTKy AeHCTBUTEIHLHO MIPUIKUILIO HECKOIBKO
PHIOBUX YelyexK.

OTKy[ma Ha maTke 6J1aropogHO#M CYIPYTH MOTJIa IOSIBUTHCST PHIObS Yelnys? B maHHBIA MOMEHT BO
nBopile ['aHbIH OblIa TOMHKO OOHA phifa!

LI3uH-BaH METHYJI Ha 61aTOPOAHYIO CYIPYTY XOJIOMHBINA U OCTPBIY KaK KUHXKau B3risag. Ban Cu
HeMeMJIEHHO ITofiepKal ero, Cka3aB OT UMeHU lI3uH-BaHa:

— Yemryst 06LIYHO pacTeT Ha Tejie PeIOB. M OHa He BhIIagaeT cama 1o ce6e. MoxeT OBITh,
6rmaropogHasi Cynpyra 3aMeTulIa OTCYTCTBHE ero BHICOUEeCTBa ¥ PeIlniia YTO-TO COeJIaTh C HAINM
IparoleHHBIM PEIOOK-TOCTIONUHOM?

[1¢! EBnyx Bau Ol mOUCTHHE HOCTOMH TOTO, YTOOH! BEICTYIATh OT ulla LI3uH-BaHa! Ero cimoBa
obnaganu Hemaso# cunou. JIu FO# 6b11 9TOMy 04eHb pafi. BoT Tonmbko JIu KOt GBI BCETo JTUIITh
PBIOOIL, KOTHA OH YCIIesI CTaTh TOCIIOOUHOM?

Kaxkou eme rocnogus? MiMmepartop oleneHes, YCIbIIIaB TH CI0Ba.
Bau Cu pacmibicst B yIsIOKe OT yXa [0 yXa U 00BbSCHUIM:

— Bare BennuuecTBo, 3TOT CiIyra Cibliai, Kak Csio JIMHBI3E Ha3bIBaJl KOUIKY 61arOPOAHOMN CYIIpYTH
KOIIIKOK-TOCII0KO0M. [103TOMY 5 TOCYKMTaN YMECTHBIM Ha3BaTh PhI0y ero BHICOYECTBa PHIOOH-
TOCIIOOVHOM.



VimmepaTop OBLI TOCIIOAMHOM 1LIeJIoro Mupa. IMeHHO ero ciemoBaio Obl Ha3blBaTh TOCIIOOUHOM. TeM
He MeHee, 6J1aropogHasi CyIpyra M03BOJIMIIA JIIOASIM HAa3kIBaTh CBOIO KOIIKY "Tocmoxkon". Heyxkenu
OHa TeM CaMBIM IIBITAJIaCh IIOCTaBUTh KOIIKY X UMIIEpaTOpa Ha OJHY CTyIeHb?

— 310 IIPOCTO CMEIIHO. C 3TOro MOMEHTa £ 3allpemalo JaBaTh HeJIeIIbIe KIIMYKKY JOMAIITHUM
KNBOTHBIM.

WmnepaTtop 6pocun Ha Llo-111 HEOBOJILHEIN B3TJISA.

— Iro-mu, 4TO THI CcOenana ¢ perooit LI3uH-BaHa? KakuM 06pa3oM prIObs YelTysl OKa3ajaach Ha TBOEM
IIaTke?

Camo coboi#i, 6maropogHas cynpyra Llfo 3Haja, UTO YelIyst OCTalach MOCJIe TOTO, KaK OHA 3TUM
TIJTATKOM IIBITAJIaCh TOMMATh PHIOY, HO OHA ONpeme/IeHHO He MOTJIa B 3TOM IIPU3HAThLCS.

Crowusto eii momouTH mMoOmuxKe, YTOOH B3TJISHYTh Ha PEIOY, KaK M3HAYAIbHO OJaronpusiTHaS
CUTyallus U3MEHMIIACh He B ee M0/Ib3y. ITa phifa sIBHO BpaxkmeOHO HAacTpoeHa mpoTuB Hee. Ho korma
OHa ycIiesla HaBpeOuTh 3ToM pribe? OYeBUIHO, YTO 3Ta Pri0a IIPOCTO M3[eBanach Hafl Hel!

BexmunbiBas, Lio-mm mpousHeca:

— Barme BenmuuecTBo, mouyemMy OBl BaM He CIIPOCUTE O TOM ke LI3uH-BaHa? Begs uMeHHO LI3uH-BaH
nepBhIi 06upmen Moo I1s0 Croa...

— Bamme BenuuecTBO!
Ban Cu yman Ha KoJjieHH, TpeHe0Operasi BO3MOXKHOM OITAaCHOCTHIO [IJIsT ce051, ¥ TPOMKO 3asIBUI:

— Ero BbICOYECTBO HE CIIOCOOEH TOBOPUTH U TO3TOMY BHIHYKIEH TEPIETh HEOOOCHOBAHHYIO KIIEBETY.
BrI 2Ke 3HaeTe, YTO ellle C IeTCTBa IOJTyYeHHbIe eT0 BEICOYECTBOM TPABMBI 3aKMBAIOT HE TaK JIETKO.
Bce umnepaTopckue Bpauu 3HaT 00 3ToM. TOJIBKO YTO, KOTIa €r0 BEICOUECTBO MEHSIJT OfeXAY, 3TOT
CIyra yBUOEJ CUHSK Ha ero Hore. CUHSIK HaXOOUJICS KaK pa3 Ha YPOBHE, COOTBETCTBYIOIIIEM POCTY
KOIIKU. B TOT leHb MMEHHO KOIIIKa 671aropogHOM CYNpyTH IepBoii Hallala Ha ero BLICOYECTBO.
VIMEHHO MTO3TOMY €T0 BEICOUYECTBO HEMHOTO HaKa3aJl ee. §1 MpoIy Balle BeTUYECTBO ITPOSBUTH
CIIPABEIJIMBOCTh K €T0 BEICOYECTBY!

Komika octaBuna eMy CUHSK?

3pauku Llfo-111 BHE3aIMHO Cy3UIKUCh. [loyeMy eil Huuero He ObIJI0 M3BECTHO 00 3TOM yIUKe Ha Tejie
I3uH-BaHa?

Korpa umnepatop y3Hain, 4To LI3uH-BaH "nocTpagan" OT CTONKHOBEHUS C KOIIKOW, OH 0Y€Hb
paccTpoucs. g "nedeHus" CPOYHO BEI3BAJIM UMIIEPATOPCKOI0 Bpaya. YCIIbIIIaB OT HEero, 4To Ha
HOTe [IPUHIIA el CTBUTENIBHO 0Ka3aJICd CUHAK, UMIIepaTop IPUIIEeNI B IPOCTb.

— [IpocTas KolIKa mocMesa HanacTh Ha MOero ChiHa? YTo KacaeTcsl ee HaKa3aHUs, OHA
OEUCTBUTEIbHO "TOIy4nIa 0 3aciayram".

To, 4TO KolLIKa IlepBas HaBpenuia LI3uH-BaHy, o3Ha4ano, 4To Cs0 JIMHBL3E CKa3ajl HellpaBay.
IanbHellee paccienoBaHue I0Ka3ao, YTo OH ObUI IOAKYINIEH 61aropofHoii cynpyrou. ITocne
3TOr0 Hap ABOPLIOM ['aHBINWH IIPOIIEs KPOBABLIU NOXKAb.

VimmepaTop Kuren xaxmoi Mmectu. OH ellle Jaxe He YCIIeN JapoBaTh BTOPOMY IIPUHIY THTYII



HACJIeHOI0 MPUHIIA, a L{fo-I11 y2kKe MoCTaTOYHO ocMejiesna, YToOsl moaCcTaBuTh LI3uH-BaHa. Ecimu oHa
B OymyIeM CTaHeT BOOBCTBYIOIIEH MMIIepaTpUIlel, KaKoBO Toraa mpuaetcs L[3uH-Bany? CMOXKeT JIu
OH BOOOIIIE BLIXKUTE?

HmnepaTop mpuKa3ai 3amepeTtsd Lio-1mu Bo gBopile YKyHIYH ¥ He BRIIYCKATh 663 ero JTMYHOTO
TI03BOJIeHUST. BCKOpe mocye ee OHS POXOEHHUS OH IIAHUPOBAJI MOBLHICUTH L[10-ITK B pAaHTe, HO TeIepPh
OH IIOTEPSIIT K 9TOMY BCSIKOe XKeJlaHue. ByayInuM HaclemHBIM IIPUHIIEM UMIIePaTop TOXKe OCTaJICST He
CIMIIIKOM [OBOJIEH.

LIro-mmu maxke MpefcTaBUTh cebe He MOTJIa, YTO ee TIATeNIbHO IPOAyMaHHbIH I1J1aH MOTEPIIUT
COKPYIIUTENIbHYIO Heyady BCEro JIUIIb U3-3a KaKOU-TO PHIOHL.

Ha ator pa3 Bkiapg JIu FOg oka3ascs mOuCTUHE 3HAUUTEIbHEIM. CHapyXKY BOLIAPUIUCE IIIYM U CyeTa.
JIn FO# HEMHOTr0 yCTaj OT 3TOW CyMaToX4. BCIOMHUB 0 ABYX Kpynullax priObero KopMa Ha [IHe Yallly,
OH co0paJicsl C cujlaMy, HallleJl UX ¥ XKafgHo chell. M Korma oH yXKe coOupascs nogpeMarth, eMy
BHE3AITHO IIPUILIA B TOJIOBY MBICIIb, YTO 3a0BII UTO-TO BaXKHOE.

[TomoxkmuTe... CBeTSMIAsACS KeMuyxkruHa. OH 4yTh 3a0bi!
JIu HOit GBICTPO MOTHSJICS Ha ITOBEPXHOCTb BOALI, OCMATPHBASICh 110 CTOPOHAM.

Bot ona, Hamern! XKemuyX1rHa OOUHOKO JieXkasia B Iy 4BOPLIOBOro 3aia. Iloka ele HUKTO He
3aMeTuJI, YTO 9Ta AParoleHHOCTh Mponasa co jba 671aropogHOM CYIpyTH.

JIn FO# nmogyMbIBas 0 TOM, 4TOOBI YKpPafKOM CHOBa OPOCHTHCS 3a KEeMUyKUHOU 1 3abpaTh ee ¢ COOOM.
Jaxe ecnu eMy He yOacCTCS 3TO CHeNlaTh, BO3MOXKHO, 3afjaHie 3aCYUTAlOT, eCIM OH IIPOCTO KOCHETCS
ee.

B 3T0 Bpems nopoinesn Bau Cu. C mupokoy yneiOKo# Ha Iulle OH B35JI MOPCKYIO Yallly, B KOTOPOH
Haxopuiics Jlu FOu, u HanpaBuics K BEIXOLY.

JIu ¥0u: ???

BrixoguT, oKa uMnepaTop IpoposKail OTYUTHBaTh Lfo-11u, y LI3uH-BaHa KOHYUJIOCH TePIEHNE
BBLIC/IYILINBATh BCE 3TO, U OH IIOIPOCUJI UMIIepaTopa OTIYCTUTH ero nopauslile. Jiu IO, KOTOpEIM
puOBLT clofia BMecTe ¢ LI3nMH-BaHOM, KOHEYHO K€, NOJIKeH OBII IIOKUHYThL IBOPEeI] BMECTe C HUM.

JIu FOu: "Ox, KaxeTcs, 4TO-TO MOLIIO0 He TaK. f Bedb BCe ellle He 3all0JIyYUJl CBETALIYIOCS
XKEeMYyXKHUHY..."

Korga Ban Cu YHOCHIJI Yallly U3 OBOPIIAQ, OH 3aMETHUJI, 4TO MaJIeHbKHUU KapII IIPHU2KUMAETCA K CTEHKE
Yalllk U, KakK 6YJITO He XKejlad IIOKUOATh 3TO MeCTO, CMOTPHUT B OIIPEJEJIEHHOM HAIIPABJIEHUH.

Ban Cu 4yTh OBLIO He pacCMesiyICs, a 3aTeM IoKayasl rojgoBoi. OH ofyMal, 9YTo, BO3MOXKHO,
CIHIIIKOM [IaJl BOJII0 CBOEMY BOOOPaKEHUIO.

JIu Y0¥ Bupmen, 4To oHU Bce 0obIle U O0JIbIIE YOANAIOTCS OT XKEMYYXKUHbI U TPEIII0NI0XKUII, YTO eMYy
Tellepb He yIAaCTCS BRIIONHUTD 3afgaHue. OH Jaxke HEMHOTO IIPUYHBLI.

Wpyuuit psgom LI3MH-BaH 3aMeTUII, UYTO MajIeHbKUY KapIl BRITTIAAUT [TOAABIeHHbIM. [[31H-BaH
IIPDOCIIENII 3a ero B3IJIAOM U Ha MTHOBeHHe 3afyMalics. [Toce 3Toro oH XXeCcToM IpuKa3al OfHOMY
U3 CJIyT IIOUTU OCMOTPETh TO MECTO... BCKOpe Cliyra BEPHYJICSA C XKEMUYKUHOMU.



LI3uH-BaH cpa3y Xke y3Has ee. ITO ObUIa CBETALIASNCS XKeMUYYKUHA C TOJIOBHL 6JIATOPOJHOMN CYyIIPYyTH
LIto. OH GBINT yBEPEH, YTO MaJIeHbKKUM KapIll CMOTPEJ UMEHHO Ha Hee. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, KOT/Ia OH
3aKOHYMJI TIEPEOeBaTHCS U BHIIIE] 13 OOKOBOTO 3aJia, OH BUMEJ, KaK MaJIeHbKUY KapIl MIPHITaeT 1o
TIOJTy, TIBITASICh IOTHATD 3Ty KEMYYKHUHY.

3HAYUT, OH TaK CUJIBHO XOTeJl ee?
"Xo3auH, xo3sauH! [Toxanyucra, nal MHe XKeM4uyXKuHy!"

JIu FO# cpasy ke 0XKUBUJICS U IOATLILLT MOOIMXKeE, 3aMCKUBAIOIIe IToMaxuBast xBocToM. OH IjiaBa
KpyraMy BOKPYT HajblleB [[3MH-BaHa, M30 BCEX CHJI CTApasiCh eMYy YTOOUTh.

Ll3uH-Bau: "..."

MEI elrle He PACCYMUTANIMCh 3a MPOLITHIE fAena. TH JyMaellb, YTO JOCTAaTOYHO Mapy pa3 BUbHYTh
XBOCTOM, YTOOHI ITONTy4UTh XKejnaeMoe? He Bce Tak mIpocTo.

Cnerka ynbIOHYBIINCH, [[3MH-BaH CIIPSTAJ CBETSIIYIOCS XKEeMUYXKUHY y cebs B pyKaBe.
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