U Bce ke, aToMy K3 2KyaHI0 HCIIOTHUIOCH BCETO MSITHAAIATH JIET U B CTPaHe YuioaHb OH ObIIT
eOUHCTBEHHLIM ITPUHIIEM. [IoMIMO HEero ¥ MPUHIIECCH Y uMIepaTopa 6osbiie He ObT0 meTel. OH BCIO
JKM3Hb OBbLT OIePKUM OIHOM KEHITMHOM, KoTopas Oviia MaTephbio K3 2KyaHs. CKOJIBKO MUHUCTPHI He
IIBITAIMCh YOEOUTh ero B3sITh HaJ0XKHUIL, OH BCEerya UM OTKa3bIBall.

[TosTomy B cTpaHe UYuioaHb HUKTO He CMeJI 0CykpaaTh noBenenue Ko 2Kyans. XoTs oH ObL1
BEICOKOMEDPHEIM M CBOEBOJILHBIM IOHOIIEH U, K TOMY XKe, He JII0OOUJI yUUThCS, 3aTO OH 060Kas
3aHUMAaThCs O0EBBIMU UCKYCCTBaMU. B 3TOM BO3pacTe OH yxKe 3aI0KUJI IIy00KKe OCHOBH OYAyIIEeTo
MacTtepcTBa. HetHemrnu Ko KyaHnb OblJT 04eHb 3TUM [0BOJIEH. B Takyio 6eCIioKOMHYI0 310Xy 0e3
BJIafieHus1 60€BHIMU UCKYCCTBAMHU HE OCMEJIMILILCS BHIMTH U3 JOMa.

T]EOprBI OBIBAIM OBYX BUIOB — O0OBIYHEIE KaMepHI U IIOg3EMHEIE. KTo Mmor oxupats, 4T0 K3 }KyaHb
OKaXeTCsI HAaCTOJIBKO 2Ke€CTOK, 49TO 3aIIpeT Cu FO#ixaHs B mog3eMenibe. B aTom MpPaA4YHOM MeCTe,
KOTOpPOE MpegHa3Ha4YalIoCh A1Ad CaMbIX CTPAIIHBIX ITPECTYIITHUKOB, HE OBLTIO HU II0CTeJik, HU COJIOMEI,
3aTO B U30ORITKE BOIOMIINCE KPEICHI.

CrosBiIKe y BX0fa CTpaXu npu nosisineHuy Ka 2KyaHs TOPOIIMBO ONyCTUNIUCH Ha KojieHu. OHU He
CMeJIu HUKOUM 00pa3oM OCKOPOUTH HACIEOHOTO IIPHUHIIA.

— Baimre BbICOY€ECTBO.

K3 XKyans pa3perun UM BCTaTh, a 3aTe€M CIIPOCHUIL:
— I'me Cul FOuixaubp? OTBeuTe MeHS TyHa.

— Ia!

Ks 2KyaHb Opocu B3I Ha CTpakel, KOTOPHIEe LIUIM BIeper C HU3KO0 ONyIIeHHOM ronoBoi. YucTo
CIy4aliHO, eMy B T'OJIOBY IIPHUIIJIa OfHA MBICIIb, ¥ OH CIIPOCHIIL:

— Hukro He npuxonun K Cul FOiixaHi0?
CTpax 3aApozKall BCeM TEJIOM U CKa3all:

— JloKapasBalo BallleMy BEICOYECTBY, He Tak gaBHO K Cul FOlixaHI0 NpuLIIy ABa eBHyxa. OHU
CKasaJjld, 4TO CJIeAyI0T PacClopsaKeHUI0 HaCIegHOTO IIPUHIA.

Crpaxu 3Hanu, yto Col FOlixaHb ¥ HaCNIeIHbIN IPUHI] HEe AT MeXay co0oii, ¥ T03TOMY He CTallu
X OCTAHABIIMBATh.

K5 XKyanb CIOTKHYJICS Ha XOOy ¥ 4yTh He yrai. [IpokisaTee!
— Hpewmrte GricTpee! BricTpee! — B maHKWKe BOCKIUKHYJ OH.

OH HafesJICs, YTO yCIIeeT BOBpeMsi. ITO ObII TOBOPOTHAIM MOMEHT, KOTOPHIN IIPUBEIT K U3MEHEHUIO
xapakTepa Cel FOuxans. [Tocie TOro, 4To eMy NPUIIIOCH IEPEXUTh, B HEM HE 0CTAJIOCh HUUET 0
noOporo. BriTeprieB yHUKEHUS U TIEPEHECS TATOTHl, OH BEPHYJICS B CBOIO CTPaHy, 3aBOeBas
MMIIEPATOPCKUM TPOH U ITOKOPUJI BeCh MuUp. [Tocie 3TOro oH xKeCTOKO OTOMCTHUJI BCEM CBOUM
o0MIYMKaM, B UMCJIO KOTOPHIX, KOHeYHO, Bxomun U Ko KyaHs.

OH uyTb-uyTh Ono3gasn. OH ono3pan. Cnacu u noMunyi. Cnacy U IOMUIIYH.

EcrecTBeHHO, TeMHHIla HaX0AUIach rof 3emield. [ToBunysch npuka3y Kas KyaHs, cTpaxu LA 04eHb
ovicTpo. Ko 2KyaHb cliefoBasl 3a HIMH 10 KOPUAOpaM, IT0Ka OHUM He CHeflaii MHOXKECTBO



3aMBICIIOBATHIX TIOBOPOTOB U HE CIIYCTHIIUCH 10 JIeCcTHHUIE. Kakoe-To BpeMs ria3a Ka XKyaHs He
MOTJIA TPUBHIKHYTH TIOCJIE CBETA KO ThME, TI03TOMY eMY IPUIIIOCH TPULIYPUTHCS. [0 06e CTOPOHBI
TIOA3eMeJIbst TOPEJIU TYCKJIbe CBeYH. TaM ObII0O CyMpayHO U KYTKO.

— Iepxute ero, OBICTPO!

YcnbiaB TOHKHAY TPOH3UTENbHBIN rojioc, K3 2KyaHb cpa3y ke MoHsJ, 4To 3T0 ObUH eBHYyxU. OH
YCTPEMUJICS K UCTOUHMKY 3BYKa U, 3a0LIB 0 CBOEM BBICOKOM CTaTyCe, OTTOJIKHYJI CTPaXKel B CTOPOHY.

Mosofiol Yen0oBEK B 3eJIEHOM HaXMYPHUIICS, HO TOXKe IMpubaBuJl Iar, YToOkl He OTCTaBaTh.

Ks XKyaHb BopBasicsi B TOA3EMHYI0 KaMepy ¥ YBHU[IEII, YTO eBHYXU COOMPAIOTCS COBEPILUTE CBOE
yepHoe meno. Col FO#xaHb, KOHEYHO XK€, OTYASTHHO COIPOTHUBIISJICS, HO CEMHUIETHUM MaIbYUK HE MOT
IIPOTUBOCTOSITH IBYM B3POCI/IEIM eBHYXaM. OH OB C TOJIOBHI 10 HOT ITOKPHIT CUHSIKAMU U I'PsI3bi0. Ero
BOJIOCHI OBIIIM Y2KaCHO PaCTperaHhl.

— OcraHnoButecsh! — 3akpuyan Ka XKyass.
EBnyxu yBunenu Ko KyaHs ¥ MOCHENIHO NOJOLUUIA K HEMY, CUSS IIMPOKUMHU YIIbIOKaMHU.

— Baiiie BBICOYECTBO, 3TO MECTO CIUIIKOM T'PA3HO0€E OJId Bac. Brr MoxkeTe OBITh YBEPEHEI, UTO MEI KaK
ciiengyetT m03a60TuMCsT 00 3TOM MaibuuiIKe. ECiy Ballle BEICOYECTBO II0KEIaeT B3TIAHYTH Ha
mpoucxopsimee, 3TOT CIIyra IMOMPOCUT ABOPIIOBOTIO XyJOXKHKMKA 3alledaTJIETh BCe 3TO OJIA BacC.

Ks XKyaHb pe3ko BOOXHYJI XOJIOAHbIA BO3AyX. BOoT mepsMo! OTu OBa €eBHyXa HAPOYHO IIBITAIOTCS
HaBJIeyh Ha HEro morubenn?

OH nogo1iesn K HUM U XO0JI0JHO BOCKIUKHYIT:

— V6upatitecs!

— Baire BBICOYECTBO XKenaeT MUYHO 3TUM 3aHSAThCSA? — CIPOCHUIT OOUH U3 €BHYXOB.

K5 ZKyaHb HaCTOIBKO pa303/IUJICS, YTO €My 3aX0TEeJIOCh IPUCTYKHYTh Ha MeCTe 3TOTO eBHyXa.
— 3amoiuu! — BHe cebs OT IPOCTH 3aKpUYall OH.

EBuyx yBupern, uto Ks XKyaHb pa3raeBaH, I03TOMY TOPOIUIMBO OIYCTHUJI TOJIOBY U 3aMOT4all.

K5 Xyans nogomen K Cel FOuixaH0. VX B3rigasl BHe3anHO BCTPeTUNUCh U K3 2KyaHb He yaepxKascs
oT gpoxu. Cel FOfixaHb CMOTpeJI Ha Hero MpayHo U XYTKO, O6yITO Ha MEPTBOTO YeJI0OBEKa.

Bce Tenmo Cer HOiixaHs ObII0 H3Ma3aHO B Ipsi3u. OcTaBaBIIKecs Ha HeM OOPHIBKY OJ€XKIbl e[Ba
IPUKPHIBANIA CaMble BaxkHEIe MecTa. Ko 2KyaHnb copBan ¢ cels 1mosic, CHsI BEPXHIOI OfleXay U
HaKWHYJ ee Ha TeJl0 MaJlbYHKa.

Yrpiomeiii B3rnan Cel FOWixaHsl Ha MTHOBEHHUE CTall paCTePIHHBIM. He ycresn oH OMOMHUTLCS, Kak
OKa3aJicd B IIMPOKUX U TeIIbX 00bsaTUsIX Ko 2KyaHs, a 3aTeM Hap ero roioBoi Ipo3Byydarl
B3BOJTHOBAHHKIU T'OJIOC.

— He 6oiics. 4 3abepy Tebs oTciofa. Bce xopoiiio, Bce X0poIIIo...

Cu HOitxaH1o ceituac Ob1I0 BCero ceMb uin BoceMs neT. g K3 2KyaHs, KOTOPHIM AHSAMU HAIIPOJIeT
3aHuMaJscsd 60eBHIMU UCKYCCTBAMHU, OH IIOUTH HUYETro He Becul. OH BHIIEN U3 TeMHUIE, fepxka Chl



HOuixaHsa Ha pykax.

Topormsace MOKUHYTE 3TO MecTo, K3 2KyaHb BOBCE HEe 3aMeTHUJI, YTO Ha JIALE TOr'0, KOTO OH HeC Ha
PYyKax, MOSIBUIIOCH XKECTOKOE U 31100HOE BEIpaXkKeHue CO CliefaMy HaCMEIIKH U ITPe3peHus.

B Tot mens, korma Cul FOiixaHb pa3menancs ¢ Ko XKyaHeM, OH YHUUTOXKUIT BCEX CBOUX BParoB U
00BbeIMHUII BCE CTPAHHI Ha KOHTHHEeHTe. KOHeUHO XkKe, OH OB pajl OTOMCTUTEL BCEM CBOUM 3JIEHIITNM
BparaM. 3a BCe IepeHeCeHHbIe UM B XXW3HM CTPAfaHMUs, OH OTIIJIATHII CBOMM OOHIYMKAM BIECITEPO
0oJbIe.

[Tocre Bcex 9THX JIET OH HAKOHEI[-TO CMOT CITOKOMHO YCHYTh. Pagu 3TOT0 [HS OH IIJIE TaK MHOTO
WHTPUT, YOUJI CBOEro cTapiuero 6paTa 1 0TIa, YTOOE eMy O0JIbllle HUYero He yrpoxkaro.

Ho oH He oxupas, 4TO KOra IPOCHETCS, TO YBUAUT CLIEHY, KOTOpas 4acCTo ABJIjIach eMy B
KommMapax. OH BepHYJICA Ha3al BO BpeMEHU U CHOBa CTajl 6eCIIOMOILTHEIM MalbuuIIKONH. EMy
0CTaBaJIOCh JIUIIb I03BOJIUTH EBHYXaM CHOBa IIOOBEPTHYTh €r0 YHUKEHUIO, OCTaBUBIINM €My Ha BCIO
JKM3Hb HEU3TIafAuMBbIi mpaM. Heyxkenu eMy CHOBa IPUAETCS IPOUTH depe3 3T0? OH He MOT C 3TUM
CMUDPUTHCH.

Bot TonbKO OH He oxupan, 4To Ks XKyaHb npuger ero crnactu. MoxeT 0H TOXKe Iepeponuiicsa? 3Has
0 TOM, 4YTO C HUM CJIyYUTCS B OyAyIeM, OH HaBepHSKa MONbITaeTCs n30aBUTLCSA OT UCTOYHUKA
npobiieM, HO...

Pa3Be He cnenoBaino 6b1 K3 2KyaHo cpa3dy yOuTh €ro, BMECTO TOTO, UTOORI OeraTh C HUM Ha pyKax,
3a0BIB 0 CBOEM BBICOKOM ITOJIOKEHUU?

Ks }KyaHB IIpUHEC €TI0 B CBOIO CIIAJIBHIO U JINXOPAAO0YHO 3aKpHU4ail:

— BricTpee, cxomuTe 3a UMIIEPAaTOPCKUM JieKapeM CioaHeM! BrICTpee, IpHHECUTE ClOfla Topsa4Yen
BOIHI ¥ YHUCTYIO OfexXAy!

OH ocTtopoxkHo onyctuil Col FOiixaHsg Ha CBOIO ITOCTENb, He 0E€CIIOKOSICh O TOM, YTO €TI0 TPSI3HOE TEJIO
MOZKEeT MCIayKaTh ofesia. Kak Bpay, oH He Mor 6e3 cjie3 CMOTPeTh Ha TO, Kak ceidac BHITIsiAen Col
HOixanb. ManeHbKOMY pebeHKY IPUIIIOCH CTONIBKO cTpamaTh! 3ToT K9 KyaHns mpocTo uynosuiie!

Kak TonmpKO0 0H fOTpOHYNCA A0 ofmexabl Chl FOlixaHs, Xyaas U3MOXKAeHHas pyKa yaepxkaia ero.
[epen sipko-xkenThix omexn Ko 2KyaHs yKe JaBHO IIOTEMHEIT OT TPsA3U, HO Teleph Ha ero 6eaoM
3amsCTbe TOXKe IMOSIBUJIOCH YEPHOE IATHO.

Cer FOitxaHb XOJIOMHO ITOCMOTPENT Ha Hero. B riy6uHe ero ria3 Tauiach HeyJI0BUMas XKEeCTOKOCTb.
Ks 2KyaHb MOHSIII, 4TO 3TOT pebeHOoK BpaxkaeOHO HAaCTPOeH K HEMY, ¥ MSTKO ITOXJIOMAaJI ero o pyke.
— Vcmoxkoiics. Bee xopotro. CKopo Bce OyOeT XOpOILo.

Cu1 FOtixans npunofHsan 6poBy, a 3aTeM BHe3aIllHO OTIYCTUII ero PyKy. OH He 3HAaJ, 4TO coOupaeTcs
nenath K5 KyaHb, HO pellnsI MOA0XKAATh U IOCMOTPETh.

K3 2XKyaHb JTOBKO CHSIJI C HETO OHEeXKAY U aKKypPaTHO BHITEP MJIATKOM I'Psi3b € ero Tena. He 6ymeT
IpeyBeIMYeHreM CKa3aTh, 4To Ha Crl HOiixaHe He OBITIO JKMBOTO MECTa OT CHHSIKOB ¥ KPOBOTIOATEKOB.

BriTepes Hauucto nuio Cul FOrixans, Ko 2Kyans HaKOHEI-TO CMOT €ro Kak ClefyeT Pas3riasifeTh.

Ha mero HEMHUTAIOMKUM B3TTIAO0M YCTAaBUJIACh ITaPd KPACUBLIX I'1Id3, O6paMHeHHbIX T'YCTBEIMHU



PeCHUIlaMM, KOHYUKKX KOTOPLIX IIPUIIOJHUMAJIUCE KBEDXY. Ero nuyuko ObLI0 O€IBIM U HEXHBIM, BCE
elie II0-OeTCKHU IMPHUITYXJIbIM. Ha HeM BnaxHo MepHOajin HEZXKHBIE PO30OBEIE T'YGBI.

Kaxkou muneiii peberok! Ko 2Kyans B ouepeiHOM pa3 OCYIUIT JKECTOKOCTD ITPEKHETO BJIafle/blla 9TOTO
Tesa, KOTOPHIM IMOCMeNl IOAHATh PYKY Ha TaKOTr0 MaJIeHbKOr'0 MabyuKa.

Hemuoro npusens Col FOuixans B mopsagok, Ko XKyaHb B35/ nexaliyo HemoganeKy ogexay,
BCTPSAXHYJI €€ U MOHAJI, YTO OHa SIBHO IIpUHaAiexkana eMmy camoMmy. Cel FOiixaHb HE CMOXKET HOCUTh
ee, Bellb OHAa CJIMIIKOM BeJIMKa OJIs1 Hero. EMy mpHIIoch CHOBa 00PaTUTECS K CIIyTaM.

— 4... xoten ogexnay, KoTopas nogouget Col FOiixaH!o.
CnyxaHKa pyxHyJa Ha KOJIeHU U 3afipoKajia BCeM TeJIOM.
— Barre BBICOUECTBO, 9Ta ClIy2KaHKa IMPU3HAET CBOIO BHUHY. 4 ceiydac Xke MOy 1 BCe MIPUTOTOBIIIO.

Oxn maxmypuicsd. [Tpexuuii K3 2XKyaHs uMesn Takou OypHOU U TOPSYUM HPaB, YTO BCE CIIYTU €Tr0
CTPAIIHO OOSITIUCE.

— Moxemb uaTH! — CIIOKOMHO pa3peliu OH.

Bckope morkeH ObUI IPUITH UMIIEPAaTOPCKUiL JieKaph, moatoMy Ko XKyans nogomren K Col FOlixaHio
CO CBOEM COOCTBEHHOU OHEXKM0M ¥ MSITKO ITPOU3HEC:

— IIpocTo BoCIONb3yHCs OKA MOE OfekK0M, TT0Ka He IIPUHECYT TBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO, XOPOIIIO?

Cur FOitxaHb I0JJaBUII X0OJIOf B IIyOMHE CBOMX I'J1a3 U KUBHYIL.
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