— ECTh KO€-4T0, YTO MEHSI HEMHOT'0 OEeCIIOKOMT.
B03MO0OXKHO, 3TO HU4YEro He 3HAYUT, HO, KaK MHE

II0Ka3aJioCh, TOT YEJI0BEK... OH He BRITTISANEN YeJI0BEKOM, — CKa3a YOoIlll.

— ToT yenoBek? — [[9HUEN HAXMYPHUIICS, U YOI IPOIOIIKHUI:

— HaxkanyHe cmepTy EBBEI €€ KTO-TO HABECTHUIL...

910 OB TUXUY TOPONOK Hemopmaneky oT Oyk-®opecrta, psanoM ¢ Yukaro.

[TpoexaB uepes Jiec, MOXKHO OBIJIO MOTIACTh B MECTO, T'ie BOJIb JOPOTHU CTOSIM CTaphle moMa. Ha
TPEeThbeM KBapTalie HaXOOUJICS OOM C 3eJIEHOM KPHIIIei.

Sctep CMUT B cIemiKe BeIOekana Ha KPhUIbLIO, YTOOH CHATE Oe/Ih€, KOTOPOEe CYIINIOCh Ha BEPEBKE.

Emé mecsiTh MUHYT Ha3ag He00 OBIIIO SICHBIM, HO TETIEPh OHO IIOUYEPHETIO.

Kamn. Kam. I[Tomnu IIePBEIE KAIlJIk OO, KOTOpBIfI BCKOpE€ IIPEBPATHUIICA B HaCTOHH.II/Iﬁ JINBEHB. SCTep
IIPHUKPBIBAJIA 0emnné PYKaMH, IIBITasACh CHATH IIOJIOTEHIIA X IIPOCTBIHA.

— Yéprt mobepu!

[ToTOK mOK[sT CTAHOBUJIICS BCE CHIIbHEe. B ImaHMKe OHa MOTSHYJIA 3a BEPEBKY, HO YTO-TO 3aLlENHIIOCH,
Y IIPOCTHIHS HE CHUMAJIACh.

— Ila 4TO 3a MPOKIATHE TaKoe!

[TpopbiyaB HECKOIBKO PYTaTEIbCTB, DCTEP IIBHIPHYJIa KOP3UHY ¢ 6eThEM Ha 3eMJTio. Bcé yxke OBLIO
HACKBO3b MOKPHIM. [TPOCTHIHY ¥ IIOJIOTEHI[a HAMOKJIM, a BBIIIABINAS U3 KOP3UHEI TKAHb TYT XKe
MCIIaYKasach B TPSI3H.

Ho oHa gaxe He mogyMmara MOOHSTH 9TO.

Ona cena Ha 3eMIII0, IIPUKDPEBIJIa MOKPOE JIUIO0 PYKAMU U PAa3PbIgaIdaCh.

CkombKO OBI ITOPOINIKa OHa HY MCII0JIb30Basia, OT MIPOCTHIHEH BCE paBHO HE YXOOWII 3allax MOJIOUHOU
cmecu u Mour. OHa CTHpPaja UX CHOBA ¥ CHOBA B COJTHEYHHIE THU, HAEsCh, YTO MPOIUTAIOTCS
3aIaxoM TEMJIOr0 CBeTa, HO BMECTO 3TOT'0 OHM Teleph 0aroyxaiu CHIPOCTHIO.



Eé oxBaTHIIa Takasi TOCKa, YTO € XOTeI0Ch COUTH C yMa. BCé B XKM3HM Ka3al0Ch TAKUM
HEBBIHOCHMBIM, YTO OHA ITOyMasia: a MOXKeT, POIle yMepeTh?

E€ primaHus mpepBani 4el-TO BHE3AIHbIH CUITYIT.

ScTep MOMHSIIA TONIOBY ¥ YBUOEA HOTH, CTOSIBIINE Neper He. [TomHSIB B3TJIS/ BHIIIE, OHA 3aMeTHIa
BBICOKOT'0 MYKYMHY C 30HTOM, KOTOPBEIA CMOTPEIT Ha HEE CBEPXY BHU3.

— 9ctep CMUT? — CIIPOCUIT OH.

Pacrepsinnas, oHa He cpa3y oTBeTwla. MyX4uHa IPOTAHYII €U PYKY.

— [Ia, 3TO 4... 1 OCTEP, — IpoJieTieTana OHa, BCE elll€ YOUBIEHHAs ero BHe3alHbIM II0SIBIIEHUEM.

Ero Ténnas pyka noMmorsia ey MOgHATHCS Ha HOTH.

— { nmy MakknvuHa bepka, — cKa3ayn MyX4uHa.

C eé ycranas ynel0Ka HEBOJIBHO BhI3Bajla B MaMsaTH MakkivHa bepka — e€ oTiia.

9cTep, 3aJyMaBIlIKiCh HAa MTHOBEHHE, OYHY/IACh ¥ IMIPHUIJIachIa MyK4YKUHY B oM. Korma oH IOMBITaICsS
B3STh KOP3UHY C Oe/TbéM, OHA OCTAHOBMIIA €T0, CKa3aB, YTO B 9TOM HET CMHICIIA: BCE PaBHO MPUAETCS
TIOCTHPATh 3aHOBO, ¥ TOJIBKO I'PSI3b PA3HECETCS IO TOMY.

[TepeoneBUINCh B CyXyI0 OfleKAY ¥ BEPHYBIINCH B TOCTUHYIO, OHA yYBUfeJla, KaK MyKUKMHa CUOUT Ha
IVuBaHe Tepeq e€ neTbMU. HecMOTps Ha ero o4eBHOHYI0 HECOOTBETCTBHE 0OCTAHOBKE, OH JepxKaJl
UTPYIIKY CTapInero pebéHKa U YMeJo yBJIeKaa ero UTrpo.

9cTep oTnpaBuiach Ha KyXHIO U IPUTOTOBUIIA ropsiunil Kope. OHa mOCTaBula Yallky Ha CTOJ IIepef
MYKYMHOM, BCE €eIlleé OTBIeUEHHAs CBOMMHU MBIC/ISIMU, HO BePHYJach B peajJbHOCTh, YCIIBIIIAB IIylayd
MyafeHIa.

— Bor, moxanyiicta, — cKa3aja OHa, CTaBsg Kode Ha CTOJ, ¥ TYT XKe IOJHsIIa C [I0Jla IIavyIiero
MaJIBIIIa.

— Kak 30ByT feTen? — CIpoCus MyXK4uHa.

— 9T10 Anekc, a crapmmi — [IKeleH, — OTBeTUJIa ICTep, NEITasACh YCIOKOUTh MIAJIIEro.
[XKeleH, efBa CTOSIBIINY Ha HOTaX, yXKe mofg0ekai K Hell ¥ 3aMaXUBaJICsl pyKaMy, HaMepeBasch
obupets OpaTa. [IxKeleH Bcerna focaxnaa ANeKCy, ¥, CKOJIbKO Obl ICTep HU MbITaNach ero
OCTaHOBHUTH, OH CTAHOBUJICS TOJIBKO arpecCUBHee. OTO IIyrajo ee€.



Cettuac [IxeliieH CHOBA IIBITAJICST 0TOOpaTh OpaTa, ToIast HOraMHy U IMIPOTSTHUBAS PYKH, TT0Ka ICTEP,
caMa He 3aMeyasi, He ITOfHSIa PYKY, YTOObI OCTaHOBUTH €TO.

Ho IIpexne 9eM eeé PYKa OIIyCTHUJIaCh, MY2KYHWHa ITIOOHAJICA X B34JI JZ[}KefmeHa Ha PYKH.

— OH, HaBepHOe, MTOLIENT B MOETO OTIIa, — CKa3all OH, ycaxkuBas peOGEéHKa cebe Ha KOJIEHH.

— B Bamero otia? — 3ctep moCMOTpesia Ha HeTo C YOUBIIEHHEM, a MYyKUYKMHA JIUIIh YCMEXHYJICS 1
JIETKO TI0CTy4as cebsi 110 BUCKaM.

— AX... — TOPBKO YCMEXHYJIaCh JCTEP, MPUKPHIB PYKOM CUHSK Tof ria3oM. OH yxke mobaeqHes, HO
BCE elle ObUI 3aMeTeH.

— [IXKeWgeH cKopee I0X0XK Ha MOero oTia. Mo My ObET MeHs, KOTfia HalluBaeTCs, IPU3Haach
OHA.

Myx JcTep MOOHUMAIT PYKY, KOTTa OBIT IIbsIH, HO e€ oTell, MakkimuH Bepk, 61 B 1000M COCTOSTHUH.
E€ MaTh MOCTOSTHHO XOMAMIa C CHHSIKAMK ¥ 4acTOo Oblyla M30KUTa [0 IOJIyCMEPTH, HO IIOCKOJIBKY €€ OTell
OLLT IIOJIAIIECKUM, JXaJI0BaThLCS Ha HEro OLI0 OecroiesHo.

-Hoquy BEHI HUITI€TE MOETO OTI.[a? On HHUKOTI'Ia HE YIIOMHHAJI, YTO 3HAET TaKUuX mo,ueﬁ, KaK BHI.

MyX4rHa COBEPIIEeHHO He BIKCHIBAJICS B 3TO yOoroe Mmecto. Ero 4achl, 00yBb U faxke HeOPEKHO
HaOpOIIeHHOE [TaJIbTO CTOMIN 0OJIbIlle, YeM BECh JOM.

-Y MeHs eCTh HECKOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB O fieJlaX, KOTOPhIMM OH 3aHMUMAJICS B IIPOIIIOM, CIOKOMHO OTBETUIT
MYyXK4YKHa.

MyxuuHa ycagun nputuxitero [xelneHa psamgoM ¢ co00M 1 3ar0OBOPHUIT:

— Tl roBOpUIIB, XOYEIllb PACCIIPOCUTH MaKK/IMHa 0 fgene’?

9dcTep HaxXMypHIIACh.

— B TakoMm cny4ae TH oOpaTuiics He 1o agpecy. OT Hero THl He YCIIBIIIUIIE HUKAKUX OTBETOB. Y HET0
CUIbHAA MeMeHIINSI.

— eMmeHIUSA?

— Ia. OH maxe MeHs, CBOIO [0Yb, HE IIOMHHUT.



Brnpouewm, ScTtep HUKOrHa He Oblyla 0COOeHHO 01M3Ka C 0TIIOM, I03TOMY HUYETO YOUBUTEIHHOTO B
9TOM He Bupena. Ho gaxe ecnu 3a0bITh 00 9TOM, OH 0CTaBaJiCA B 3APaBOM yMe He 0OJbllle Iaphl
JacoB B HEMIEJI.

— 2Kars.

MyX4uHa CKa3asl 3TO TOHOM, B KOTOPOM He OBIJIO HU KaIlIi COXKajeHus. [103ToMy DCTep JIerko
OTBETHUIA:

— st MeHsT 3T0, Ha000POT, CYACTEE.

— C meMeHIeH oH OOJIbIIE IIOX0XK Ha YeJIOBEKa.

X0Ts OH YZXKe He MOT' KOHTPOJIMPOBATE CBOX

eCTeCTBeHHBIE TOTPEOHOCTH, OH BCE PABHO CTas 00jee 4eloBeYHEIM. [IPOKISATHS U PYKOIIPUKIIA[ACTBO
MCYe3NTd BMECTE C IIPOTrpeccupyoiiel geMeHnimen. [1o 3Toro dcrep cyuTana MaKK/IWHA HAaCTOSIIUM
IIEMOHOM.

— Bce paBHO 04eHb kajb. BE BeOb Tak maneKko J00patuch.

PogHou moMm otua Haxomguicd B Texace. [laxke eciid 3TOT YeJIOBEK He OTTy[a, OH HaBEepHSAKaA
IIpoe3iKasl uepes Te Kpasi, 4ToOHl ciofia mobpaThCcs. dcTep, BbIpaxkKas COYyBCTBUE, MTOIBITAIaCh
YTemuTh ero. MyKunHa JUIIb [T0XKaJ IIeYaMH.

— Bce PaBHO X049y XOTA OBl pa3 B3TJIAHYTH Ha HETO.

OH cpenan roTok Kode, IOCTaBUI YallKy 00paTHO U TOCMOTPEJ Ha Hee.

ScTep 3aMeTHma, 4To Kode mouTu He yOaBUIIOCh, U mogymarna: "Hy ma, oH Beb He MOT ITPOCTO TaK
IIpofesaTh BeCh 3TOT IIyTh Pafy IJIOTKa AelleBoro Koge."

Ona KVBHYJIa U II0BeJla ero HaBepX.

Camas manbHssI KOMHATa Ha BEpPXHEM 3Taxe Obllla KOMHATO# MaKKIIMHA.

— Ecnu 4T0-TO MOHAHOOUTCS, 30BUTE MeHS. XOTs BPSI[ JIM, HO €CJIM OH BAPYT YCTPOUT Aebo1l, Toxe
30BHUTE.

Ona OTKDPG&BIJIa OBEPE U, 06paH.IaHCI:» K BOoIleJImeMy My2K4YHHE, I[OG&BI/IHa, Impexne 4eM 3aKPHITh €€ 3a
HHM.



Byx-0yx-Oyx. MyxunHa ciyias, Kak JCTep CIyCKaeTcs 10 JIECTHUIlE, 3aTEM MeJIEHHO [TOBEPHYI
TOJIOBY M OT/sAAEN KOMHATY. [1o HaKJTIOHHBIM IIOTOJIKOM CTOsIJTa KPOBaTh, KOTOPas BHIT/ISIHENa
rpsi3Hod. Ha KpoBaTu HUKOTO He OBIIIO.

MakkuH cunen B Kpecjie y OKHa ¥ CMOTPeJI HapyXKy.

Ha ero koctmnsBrle mneyu Oblyia HabpoiieHa ToHKas Kodra. MyKunHa Me[JIEHHO ITOMOLIEN K CTaPUKY,
CULSIIEMY Y OKHa.

— Bup 3a 0KHOM IIpeKpacHbId. Jlec Mo moxmeM... Pa3Be He Tak?

OH KOCHYJICS €ro I1JIeda U MOMBITaJICsS 3aT0OBOPUTh, HO MaKK/IMH JIUIIb ITPOJ0JIXKAJ C OTKPHITHIM PTOM
CMOTPETh B 0KHO. OH [BIIIAJ, HO ero Irjia3a OblIA MyCTH, OYATO OH IIOTEPSIJT YTO-TO BaKHOE.

CuUnbHBIM OOXKIb CTy4Yasl 10 CTeKy. JIec 3a OKHOM Ka3aJiCs yrOIbHO-4epHBIM. [10CTOSB y OKHa,
MyXKYMHa IIOCMOTPENT Ha CTapHKa.

— JlaBHO He BUAENNCH, MaKK/INH, — CKa3al MyXX4KHa, PaliBeH.

Crapuk Me[JIeHHO ITOIHSJII T'OJIOBY.

PaiiBeH crierka yIbIOHYICS eMy.
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