— «JIoHHU? YTO CIy4UIOCH?»

— «3pmBapa. IIpocTuTe, 94TO OTBIEKAIO, HOHUMAIO, Bbl 3aHATHL »

Ecnu 651 KpaCHHﬁ OIPaKOH ,]:[}KeppI/I Mor 1'[06J'IeJIHeTB, OH HaBE€PHsKa BBRITJIAOEIT OBl MMEHHO TaK.
IlsHuen, He 06pa1.ua5{ BHUMAHHUSA Ha €ro peakKnuio, IIPOOOJIZKHAII:

— «Jlerno B ToM, 4TO [[2Keppu IeJIblii JeHb TOIbKO U [elaeT, YTO 3achiaeT caxap cebe B poT. 4 yxe
HauMHalo BOTHOBATLCA. CKOIBKO OH Chesl KITyOHWYHO-CIMBOYHEIX TOPTOB, S fake He 3Hai0. [1lo MouM
IIOJCYETaM, I'e-TO IIEeCTh, a TO U OOJIbIIe. »

OH roBopui OEICTPO, oOpamasick K IOBapay, THYHOMY Bpady [[Keppu, KOTOPHINA ITyTall ero B CTO pa3
0oIbllle, YeM CaM JPaKOH.

— «Kunu, Knaaa—!»

[I>xeppu 3aMOTaJj TOJI0BOY U IPOH3UTENIBHO 3aBOIUJI, HO, OyIy4X HaloOJIOBUHY 00paIi€HHEIM
OPaKOHOM, U3[aBaJl JUIIL 37T00HKIN PEB.

II9HMEeT HEMHOT'0 OTOJBUHY Tee(OH OT yXa, YTOOH He OTJIOXHYTh, U TPOMKO H00aBHUII:

— «O, Temeps OH elé U TOPSYUi IOKOJIad cOOMpaeTCs: MUTh? YKe 3aKa3al [ecsaTh damek? Hy,
Ixeppu! axe eciu Mbl B BammmurTone, 3To yxe nepebdop. gBapd TYT OTCYTCTBYET, HO MEpPY-TO
3HaTh Hamo!»

— L,.»

— «OmBapn? KaxeTcst, oH MeHs He ClIyIIaeT. MoxKeT, MHe IepefgaTh eMy TPYOKY, YTOOLI BE CAMU
00BACHUIU?»

I 3HUeN MOIPaBUJI CBOU IIePEeKOLUIEHHEIE OYKK U BOIIPOCUTEIHHO B3TJISIHYT Ha TenedoH. ECTecTBeHHO,
I>xeppu He MOT B35ITb TPYOKY, a Korpma [l9Huen no6aBui:

«OH TOBOPHT, YTO BCE PaBHO He COOMPAETCS TOBOPUTHL C BaMH, IIOTOMY 4TO Bac 3[eCh HET, ¥ BOOOIIIE
coOupaeTcs IelcTBOBaTh, KaK eMy B3AyMaeTCs1», — OIPaBAAaThLCS JPAaKOH yxKe He MOr.

[Tocne monro may3el aBapH, HAKOHEL], TPOU3HEC:

— «41 Brle3xkaro. byny TaMm 4epe3 Tpu 4daca, He [103XKe.»

— «OTmnuno. 2Kmém Bac.»



Korma 3BoHOK 3aBepuics, [I9HueN B3TIAHYI Ha [[2KeppH, KOTOPBIM, BCXJIUIIEIBAst, CHOBA UCITYCTHIT
IIPOH3UTEJIbHEINA PEB, MOJHLIHM 00uabl. O6umb? [la Kak ke Tak! 3axkaB yxo pykoH, [[9HuEN rimy0oKo
BIOXHYJI. [lake IOCJIe HECKOJIBKUX TTTyOOKUX BIOXOB €T0 3JI0CTh He yTuXasa.

— «JIxeppu.»

OH mpou3HEC UMS IpaKoHa CIIOKOWHO, HO TOT B3MaXHYJT KPBIIbSIMU M HEJOBOJILHO 3aCKYJIUI, SIBHO
BBIpaxas MpOTECT.

— «Kunun! Kununun!»

— «3HaeIb, B MO POTHOU CTPaHe eCTh CEKPET, KaK IIpeBpallaTh 3BEPel B TIOOEH.»

— «He 3Ha, CIIBIIIAY JIU BB 06 3TOM...» — JI3HHMEN CHSJI OYKH, TPOTED MX O PyKaB U Hafen
00paTHO, ITPOIOJIKHB:

— «B Moei#i pOfIHOM CTPaHe eCTh TAKOW CIIOCO0: TOCATUTD B ITOA3eMeIIbe ¥ TPH MECSIa KOPMUTh
TOJIBKO YeCHOKOM U ITOJIEIHBIO. Torma m000i 3Beph MPEeBPATUTCS B YEJIOBEKA.»

[>Keppu 3aCThUI C IIXPOKO PACKPBITON IacThi0. [[3HKEN, HECMOTPS Ha TPELIVHY Ha JINH3E,
TIOCMOTpEJT Ha HETO CKBO3b OUKHU U YIBIOHYIICS.

— «3JOBapny HaBepHsAKa MIOHPABUTCS 3Ta UCTOPHUS, TIpaBaa?»

He ycnen oH [oroBOpuUTh, Kak [KeppHu, B3APOTHYB, cOexkai. IIponoMuB geIpy, KOTOPYIO OCTaBUII
®penepuk, oH B3MbLI B HE00. [[pakoH OGBICTPO HCUe3, HO eT0 HeJleloe, Hall0JIOBUHY 4eJI0BEYECKOoe,
HaIlOJIOBAHY ApaKOHbE TEJI0 3aMeTUJId MHOTHE.

3aueM s BHIOpAs ero CBOMM HallapHUKOM? — [[9HUeEN Morpy3uics B camobuueBanue. CKa3aTh, UYTO OH
He 0XKHUMaJl TAKOTO PA3BUTHUS COOBITHUH, OBIIO OBI JT0XKbIO.

Ixeppu ObIT pa300MHUKOM, 3aMaCKUPOBAHHEIM 01 0€300MIHOTO KPOIuKa. M XOTsI OPaKOHHI CIIBIIN
MYIPBIMU CYIIECTBAMH, [IeCATUIETHUM IPAKOH 0CTABAJICS NECATUIETHUM PEeOEHKOM.

— «CunpHo 60uT? MOXKET, MHE TOXKE JOMOM IIOUTH?»

Oka3zajoch, OH 3agyMaJics HaCTOIbKO, YTO IMIPOIYCTHI BOIIPOC MupaH/bl, KOTOpas JIEHWBO KPYTHUIIa B
PyKe UrpaibHble KOCTH.

— «Her, Bcé B nopsapke. [Ipomy npoirneHus. »



IsHKEN MOCIIEITHO BEITIPSAMMIICA U U3BUHUJICA. Korma oH BEIKITIOUHIT TEJIEBU30D U CeJl 06paTHO,
MI/IpaHJIa, CKpPEeCTHUB HOT'H, I.T.IéJ'IKHy'J'Ia A3BIKOM.

— «Korpia s Te6s BepBble yBUAENA, Thl OB TAKUM ONPSITHHIM U YBEPEHHEIM. A ceffgac BeCh
000pBaHHBIM. »

Iaumren KkpuBo ycMexHyncs. OHa Obla mpaBa. X0Th ero PaHbl ¥ 00pa0oTaiu, OH BHITTISIIEN YKACHO:
BE3Me CUHSKU U CCAUHBI, ONEeXKIa U30pBaHa U OlaJieHa, a OYKU TpecHyu. OH ObIT TOX0XK Ha
OexkeHIIa, YyJOM BHIXKHBIIETO B 30HE G0EBEIX MENUCTBUH. [[3HMEI HaXKe HEMHOT'0 00UAECs: KaK Tak
BBIIIIJIO, YTO ITPYM TAKOM Pa3rpoMe HUKTO He ITOCTPAfall, a OH BHITJISAE CAMBIM KaJTKUM?

— «Ecnu Ts:xXKeno, MoXkeM OTIIOXKHUThL Pa3roBop. f Bcerma B Jlac-Berace, HalgEms> MeHS.»

Ona rosopuia MsTKO u Temnno. Ecnu Obl oHa Ovlyla Tak ke gobpa ¢ dpegepukoM, Kak cendac, BCe
MOTJI0 OBI CJIOKUTHCS UHaYe. [[9HUe, TTISAs Ha €€ IULO0, B3TOXHYI U CIIPOCHUIL.

— «MuwupaHpga.»

— «YT0?»

— «IloueMy BEI Tak IIOCTYIIUIINA?»

Ona MOPIrHYyJIa U CJIeTKa HAaKJIOHU]Id T'OJIOBY.

— «0O yéM THI?»

— «He nputBopsiiTecs. [Touemy BH mpoBouupoBanu ®penepuka? Brl ero gaBHO 3HaeTe?»

[aHUes oNpaBuI OYKY U IOCMOTPesI Ha Heé. OHa JIyKaBo YIEIOHYIach.

3HauUT, IPOBOKAIMS OblIa TPefHaMePEHHOM.

— «¥Y BaC K HEeMy Onlna Bpa}Kua? Wnu BBl 3HA/IHU, YTO OH BCIBUIbYUB, U CIELUAIbHO STUM
BOCIIOJTb30BAJIHACE?»

— «O, HauBHHIY CllyXKaluuy YipasneHusa. OH BOBCe He BCIBIJIBYUB.»

Ona I.T.IéJ'IKHYJ'Ia WUT'paJIbHEIMU KOCTAMH. He BcobImbuuB? IlsHMEeNI BCIIOMHWI, KAk JIUII0 d)penepI/IKa
IIbIJIAJIO APOCTRIO IIOCIIEe €€ CJI0B.



"OH Bedb IEMOH, [ia ellle U IOJIUTHUK. Y Hero CKOJIbKO MacCoK, faxe He cocuuTaTh. OH COBEPIIEHHO HE
OBLIT B3BOJIHOBAH U He IOMJAsICS Ha MOU l'IpOBOKaI_II/II/I.II

JIumo ®peneprKa MOKpacHeso, a ero B3TJISA[ BCIJIBLI B MaMaTH. Torga [[sHuen OblI YBepeH, 4To,
HECMOTpPS Ha 37I0CTh, TOT He TIOTePsl caMoobiiafianus. B yronkax ero ria3 Taujiach X0JIOGHOCTb.
[ToaTomy, KOTfia OH IEWCTBUTEILHO IPUMEHUIT Maruto, [IaHuen OblI BechMa YOUBIIEH.

He B3BonHOBaH? He noamasncsa Ha MPOBOKAIIAIO?

Isnnen IIpOBEJI pYKOfI II0 JIUIY IIOA OYKAdMM U TAXKEJIO B3JOXHYII.

"...Bor umenHo."

OH [efCTBUTENIBHO He OB HU B3BOJIHOBAH, HU CIIPOBOIMPOBaH. OH JIHUIIb feJajl BUM, YTO IOTEepsI
camoo01afaHue, C BIIOJIHE ONpeaeIeHHOH [eJIbIO.

axe 6ecropsifoK OH HaMepeBasICs YCTPOUTH B NOIYCTUMBIX IIpefesiax.

[TepBas ero marus Obljla HallpaB/ieHa Ha BHEIIHIOIO CTeHY 3maHus. Korga BTopol pa3 ero Marus
YCTPEMUTIACH K IIOTOJIKY, U [[9HWMEN, ONHSB OJIOBY, 3aMETHUJI €T0 BEIpaXkKeHUE JIUIa, OH SICHO YBHULEI
PacTEPSTHHOCTb.

CuTyalus BHIIIIA U3-IIOJ KOHTPOJIS, KOTfa [I3HKWeN CXBATUII eT0 3a HOT'Y, a IOTOM BMEIIasCs
Ixeppu. Ho ycTpouTh HEOO0bIIOM GeCcioOpsinoK, OUeBUOHO, BXOAUIIO B €T0 IIJIaHH.

Ero 1empio, BEPOSATHO, OBIIIO YiTH, HE TOBOMS [EJI0 [0 TeperoBopoB? CKopee BCETO.

Ha [IsHuens BOpyr HaBalauiaach yCTaaoCcTh. [JeMOHH Bcerfa Takue. M Bce ke eMy ObLIO CTRITHO 3a
camoro ce6s. Ecnu Ob 0H fepkain ce0sl B pyKaX, TO HaBepHsiKa Obl 9T0 oHAJ. Ho cerogHs oH OB He
B Jyuinen hopme.

CTyua KOCTSIMU UTPaJIbHBIX KYOMKOB, OHa CKa3asa:

"OH ObI BCe paBHO HAIIEN IPeasIor, YToOk cbexkaTh. OH TOJIBKO U XKAaJl MMOAXOMASIero MoMeHTa."

"Jly4ille yXK s, 4eM ThI, TIoTasicsi OBl eMy Ha YIO0YKY, He TakK Mu?" — YCMeXHYBIIKChH, CIIPOCun [[aHueN,
caM He IIOHMMas, TO JI1 9T0 Oblia 3a00Ta, TO JIX YTO-TO UHOE.

"®peepuK — 9TO TPETUU KOHTPAKTHUK?"

"KTo 3Haert. {-To 0TKy#a MOry 3HaThH?"



MupaH[a moxasa naedaMmu, u [I9HUEeN YCMeXHYJIC.

"Ecnu OBl BH [eiCTBUTENIBHO HE 3HA/H, TO He cKal3asu Obl, YTO OH Bac oOMaHy1."

Ha ero ynsi6Ky MupaHza, CIOBHO HEMHOTO TIOBECEJIEB, TOXKE YIILIOHYIIACh.

"Ilymarsa, THl TyT TOJIBKO JIMLIO CBOE IIOKa3bIBaelllb, HO, OKa3bIBaeTCs, HE TaK yXK U I'JIyI."

"JIn110 MOKa3kBaTh — 3TO 0OJbIIIE IIPO TOTO UOUOTA."

IaHuen uMen B BUny [Keppu, KOTOPHIHM, HECMOTPS Ha XapaKTep OThSIBJIEHHOT'0 HETOOsIs, BHITIISAEN
Kak IIPUHI] C CaXapHOU BaToX B pyKax. Ha 970 MupaHpaa TOIbKO MaxHyJjla PyKOH.

"Pa3Be UTO meTsM HPaABUTCSA TaKasd BHEIIHOCTh. [IpuTopHas."

Pa3Be oHa TONBKO 4TO He yKopuia ®pegeprika 3a Bo3pacT? OHa SBHO He Obljla BLICOKOT'O MHEHHS O
BHEIIHOCTH [[2KeppPH, XOTS TOT AeHCTBUTEILHO MTOIb30BAJICS MOMYISIPHOCTELIO CPeIu
HECOBEPILIEeHHOJIETHUX U MOJIONLIX [eByIIeK. [[9HMe HeBOJIbHO KUBHY B 3HAK COTJIACHS.

"¢l mpo Toro, KTo yMHee, aKKypaTHee... ¥ BHTTIIAUT 6oyee caepKaHHBIM."

Cnabo yneIOHYBIIKMCh, OHA BHUMATEIBHO TOCMOTPENa Ha JUIo [I9Huena.

"— Th MHe HpaBHUIIbCI."

Ona ckpectuya Horu. [Togon 100Ky TpUIogHICsS, 00Hax)kuB 6eyio Koxy 6emnpa. CKpOMHOe JTUIIO,
OellocHeKHas Koxka. HecMOTpst Ha OTCYTCTBHE 4ero-1ub0 OTKPOBEHHOTO, BPO[Ie CEeTYATHIX YYIIOK UK
TI0sICa C MOJBSI3KAaMH, KapTHHA BRITIIAENa CTPAHHO IIOPOYHOH.

"Hy kak?"

OHa XUTPO MPUILTYPUIach, CKPOMHO YIILIOHYBIIUCE.

I9HMeN, TPUCTAJIBHO TS Ha €€ 3arafloyHyio yIbOKYy, OTBETHII:

"f CIUIIKOM Ha30UINBLIM U IPUTUITYUBEII YeJI0BeK."

Ha ero npusnanne MupaHga TPOMKO pacCMesach.

"T®l myMaelb, s He JII00/1I0 HAaCTOMYMBLIX MyKUUH?"



"Hert. [IpocTo roBopio 3T0 6€3 BCAKOTO IOATEKCTa."

OHa sBHO OBINIa U3 TeX, KTO He JIIOOUT HA30MJIUBHIX ¥ IPUINITYUBLIX. E€ BKYCHI, Cys 110 HeI00BU K
MOJIOIBIM U «CJIalllaBbIM» Bpofe [I;KeppHu, U MaHepe cpa3y JeMOHCTPUPOBATh 00HAKEHHYIO KOXKY,
TOBOPUJTH, YTO OHA IIPEANOYUTAET JIETKUE U HU K YeMy He 00s13bIBAOLINE OTHOIIECHHUS.

"Ila KaKo¥ ThI MpUIUIYuBEIA? OT TeOs X0I0moM Beer."

"OmubaeTech. Y MeHsT 9MOIMOHATbHAS 3aBUCUMOCTDL. £ He HacCHIIIaloCh BHUMaHUEM, CKOJIBKO OBl €T0
HU nony4das. CTOUT MHe He IONYy4YUTh OTBETA B TeYEeHUE NECATH MUHYT — Y MEHS CJIOBHO KPBIIIY
CHOCHT. ¢ 7erko Bio0IsAI0Ch C IEPBOTO B3TJIsAAA."

"OxX, XBaTHUT, XBaTUT, S IMOHSIIA."

MupaHga 0TMaxXHyJach, TOKa3bIBasl, YTO PA3roBOP 3aKPHIT. [[9HUEN ToXKe OOJIbIe He CTajl HECTH
YYIIIb.

Brpouem, oH MOT GBI KPaTKO OTIIYTHUTHCS, YTO OH IIPOCTO T'eif, HO II0CJie HeJaBHEero MpoMaxa C 3TUM
CeromHs OH peuruil 000HUTHCEH 0e3 MTONOOHbIX 3asIBIIEHUH.

"MoXKHO BEPHYThCS K pabounum Bompocam?"

OH TIOmHSI CBOM U3MSTHIE JOKYMEHTHI, TOKa3biBas X eil. MupaHfa, coeaB CKydalolee JIUIIO,
OTKHHYyJacCh Ha CIMHKY Kpecjia. B e€ pykax BCE Tak ke rpeMeiu KyOuKHu.

"CKy4HO."

"Ho st 3mecw, 4ToOH paboTaTh, a HE pa3BieKkaTh Bac."

"A B BammmMHIrTOHE CIUIIKOM CKY4YHO."

— ITaxe B 6ape yMynpuiiach 3aCHyTh, — KaIIPU3HO IIPOX3Hecsa OHa. [[9HUeN chesall BUf, YTO He
YCIIBIIIIAM, ¥ MTPOOJIZKUIT 3aJaBaTh BOIIPOCHL.

"Korpa BeI BriepBble BcTpeTtunu EBy Teunop?"

“XM'"

OHa ymnbeIOHYTIach, €€ riasa IpUIIypuInck. Ho 0TBETa Tak U He MOCIeq0Balo.

Hemnoro mogoxnas, [I3HUET CHSIJI OYKU U CTPOTO IIPOU3HEC:



"Mupanpa."

"Bbl caMu 3alIpoCuiiu 0 locpenHudecTBe. Ho ecnu GymeTe Tak HEOXOTHO COTPYAHUYATH, MBI He
cOBUHEMCS C MecTa."

"TloyeMy s ogHa mOMXKHA OBITH TAKOM CTOBOPYUBOM?"
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